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PREFACE TO ENGLISH EDITION. 



Mr. E. E. Austen, of the British Museum, has been 
good enough to undertake the translation of my book on 
" Venoms." For the presentation of my work to the 
scientific pubUc in an English dress I could not have hoped 
to find a more faithful interpreter. To him I express my 
liveliest gratitude for the trouble that he has so kindly 
taken, and I thank Messrs. John Bale, Sons and Danielsson 
for the care they have bestowed upon the preparation of 
this edition. 

Institut Pasteur de Lille, A. Calmette, M.D. 

June 17, 1908. 
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INTRODUCTION TO FRENCH EDITION. 



In the month of October, 1891, during the rains, a village 
in the vicinity of Bac-Lieu, in Lower Cochin-China, was 
invaded by a swarm of poisonous snakes belonging to the 
species known as Naja tripudians, or Cobra-di-Capello. 
These creatures, which were forced by the deluge to enter 
the native huts, bit four persons, who succumbed in a few 
hours. An Annamese, a professional snake-charmer in the 
district, succeeded in catching nineteen of these cobras and 
shutting them up alive in a barrel. M. Seville, the admin- 
istrator of the district, thereupon conceived the idea of 
forwarding the snakes to the newly established Pasteur 
Institute at Saigon, to which I had been appointed as 
director. 

At this period our knowledge of the physiological action 
of venoms was extremely limited. A few of their properties 
alone had been brought to light by the work& of Weir 
Mitchell and Eeichard in America, of Wall and Armstrong 
in India and England, of A. Gautier and Kaufmann in 
France, and especially by Sir Joseph Fayrer's splendidly 
illustrated volume C The Thanatophidia of India "), pub- 
lished in London in 1872. 

An excellent opportunity was thus afforded to me of 
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iNrnonvcTioN to French edition 



taking up a wtudy which appeared to possess considerable 
interest on the morrow of the discoveries of E. Boux and 
Behriiig, with reference to the toxins of diphtheria and 
tetanus, and 1 could not allow the chance to escape. For 
the last fifteen years I have been occupied continuously 
with this subject, and I have published, or caused to be 
published by my students, in Frencli, English, or German 
scientific journals, a fairly large number of memoirs either 
on venoms and the divers venomous animals, or on anti- 
venomous serum-therapeutics. The collation of these 
papers is now becoming a matter of some difficulty, and it 
appeared to me that the time had arrived for the production 
of a monograph, which may, I hope, be of some service to 
all who are engaged in biological I'esearch. 

Atitivenumcms sertim'therapi/^ which my studies, sup- 
plemented by those of Phisalix and Bertrand, Eraser, 
George Lamb, F. Tidswell, McFarlandj and Vital Brazil, 
have enabled me to establish upon scientific bases, has 
now entered into current medical practice. In each of the 
countries in which venumoua bites represent an important 
cause of mortahty in the case of human beings and domestic 
animals, special laboratories have been oliicially organised 
for the preparation of an ti- venomous serum. All that 
remains to be done is to teach its use to those who are 
ignorant of it, especially to the indigenous inhabitants of 
tittpical countries, where snakes are more especially formid- 
dbie and deadly. This book will not reach such people as 
^Mt, but the medical men, naturalists, travellers, and 
»jf8 to whom it is addressed will know how to popu- 
and apply the itiformation that it will give them. 
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INTRODUCTION TO FRENCH EDITION vii. 

I firmly believe also that physiologists will read the 
book with profit. Its perusal will perhaps suggest to them 
the task of investigating a host of questions, which are still 
obscure, relating to toxins, their mode of action upon the 
different organisms, and their relations to the antitoxins. 
There is no doubt that in the study of venoms a multitude 
of workers will, for a long time to come, find material for 
the exercise of their powers of research. 

At the moment of completing this work I would like to 
be allowed to cast a backward glance upon the stage that 
it marks in my scientific career, and to express my heart- 
felt gratitude to my very dear master and friend. Dr. Emile 
Roux, to whom I owe the extreme gratification of having 
been able to dedicate my life to the study of experimental 
science, and of having caused to germinate, grow, and 
ripen a few of the ever fertile seeds that he sows broad- 
cast around him. 

I am especially grateful to those of my pupils, C. Gu6rin, 
A. Delearde, F. Noc, L. Massol, Bernard, and A. Briot, who 
have helped me in my work, while showering upon me the 
marks of their confidence, esteem, and attachment; to my 
former chiefs, colleagues, and friends of the Colonial Medical 
Staff, Drs. G. Treille, Kermorgant, Paul Gouzien, Pineau, 
Camail, Angier, L^pinay, Lecorre, Gries, Lhomme, and 
Mirville; and to my numerous foreign or French corre- 
spondents, George Lamb, Semple, C. J. Martin, Vital Brazil, 
Arnold, de Castro, Simon Flexner, Noguchi, P. Kyes, 
Morgenroth, J. Claine, Piotbey, and R. P. Travers, several 
of whom have come to work in my laboratory, or have 
obligingly procured for me venoms and venomous animals. 



viii. ISTIiOUVCTION TO FliENCH EDITIOK 

J have «x|)(^rieiic<i(l at the hands of a large number of 
our JijiuiKterb, conKuls, or consular agents abroad the most 
<<>r(liaJ r<i<;ej)tion on repeatedly addressing myself to them 
ill ordf^r to obtain the papers or infonnation of which I was 
in iWMii. it is only right for me to thank them for it, 
and t<^ .'i<;knowledge the trouble that M. Masson has most 
kindly taken in publishing this book. 

Jfinfitiif. l*aHtt'Mr tie. Ijille, A. Calmette. 

Manh 10, MX)?. 
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PAllT T. 

CHAPTEK I. 

GENERAL NOTES ON POISONOUS ANIMALS— POISON- 
OUS SNAKES: GENERAL CLASSIFICATION AND 
ANATOMO-PHYSIOLOGICAL CHARACTERS. 

I. — General Notes on Poisonous Animals. 

A LARGE number of animals possess special glandular organs 
capable of secreting toxic substances called venoms. 

Sometimes these substances are simply discharged into the 
surrounding medium, and serve to keep oflf enemies (toad, sala- 
mander) ; sometimes they mingle with the fluids and digestive 
juices, and then play an important part in the nourishment of the 
animal that produces them (snakes) ; in other cases, again, they 
are capable of being inoculated i)y means of stings or teeth specially 
adapted for this purpose, and then they serve at once as a means 
of attack or defence, and as a digestive ferment (snakes, spiders, 
scorpions, bees). 

An animal is said to be venomous when it possesses the power 
of inoculating its venom. 

Venomous species are met with in almost all the lower zoological 
groups, in the Protozoa, Ccvlenterates, Arthropods, Molluscs, and in 
a large number of Vertebrates (fishes, amphibians, and reptiles). 

The reptiles are best endowed in this respect, and it is in this 
class of creatures that we meet with the species most dangerous 
1 



VENOMS 

to man and to mammals in general. The study of their veaom, 
too, is of considerable interest, since it should lead to the quest 
of means of protection sufficiently efticacious to preserve us from 
their attacks, 



Venomous reptiles are not always easy to distinguish from 
those devoid of any inoculatory apparatus. For this reason both 
classes alike have at all times inspired mankind with a lively dread, 
which is displayed among the various races in legends and religious 
beliefs. 

In ancient days the cult of the snake occupied a prominent 
place. In Genesis the serpent is the incarnation of the Evil One, 
tempting and deceitful. In Greece it was the symbol of wisdom 
and prudence. In Egypt it was associated with the Sacred 
ScarahsBUs and the flowers of the lotus to represent Immortality ! 

At Bome epidemics ceased when the snake sacred to ^scu- 
lapiu!5 was brought from Epidaurus. 

According to Kraff, the Gallas of Central Africa consider the 
snake as the ancestor of the human race, and hold it in great 
respect. 

In India the cult of the Seven -headed Naja, or serpent-god, 
was formerly almost as flourishing as that of Buddha. It is still 
regarded as a crime to kill a Cobra when it enters a hut; prayers 
are addressed and food is ofl'ered to it. Its presence is an omen 
of happiness and prosperity ; it is believed that its death would 
bring down the most terrible calamities on whomsoever should 
have brought it about, and on his family. 

Nevertheless, in the Indian Peninsula alone, the Cobra, the 
Krait, and a few other extremely poisonous species of snakes cause 
every year an average of 'M,000 deaths. The number of fatalities 
from the same cause is likewise considerable in Burma, Indo- 
Cbina, the Dutch Indies, Australia, Africa, the West Indies and 
Tropical America generally. 

The temperate regioDs of the globe are less severely affected ; 
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but in North America the Kattlesaake and the Moccassin are 
especially deadly. 

In France the Common Viper abounds in Jura, lafere, Ard^che, 
Auvergne, Vendee, and the Forest of Fontaioebleau. Three 
htmdred thousand have been killed in twenty-seven years in the 
Department of Haute- Saone alone. Every year this snake causes 
the death of some sixty persons. Cow-herds, shepherds, and 
sportsmen fear it greatly, since it is very dangerous to cattle, 
sheep, and dogs. 



II. — GisNEKAL Classification of Poisonous Snakes. 

ANATOMO-PHYSrOLOGICAL. CHARACTERS. 



Their 



Poieonoiis snakes are divided by naturalists into two great 
Families, the Colubrid^ and ViPEftiDiE, distinguished from each 
other by certain anatomical characters, and especially by the 
dentition. 

The CoLUBRiD^ resemble harmless snakes, which renders them 
all the more dangerous. 

They are divided into two groups ; Opisthoglypha {BtrnTSn*, 
lldhind ; yXvtfiijt a groove) and Proteroglitha {wporepov, before ; 
yXw^Tf, a groove). 

The Opisthoglypha have the upper jaws furnished in fi'ont 
with smooth or non-grooved teeth, but behind with one or several 
rows of long» canaliculate teeth. 

This group includes three Sub-families :— 

A. The HomahpsiniB, having valved nostrils, placed above the 
finout. 

B. The DipsadomorphifuXj in which the nostrils are lateral in 
position, and the dentition is highly developed, 

C. The Elachistodontinte, which have but rudimentary teeth 
only on the posterior portion of the maxillary, on the palatine 
and on the pterygoid bones. 

Almost all the snakes belonging to these three sub-families are 
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poisonous, but only slightly so. They are not dangerous to man. 
Their venom merely serves to paralyse their prey before deglutition 
takes place ; it does not afford them an effective means of defence 
or attack. 

All the Homalopsina are aquatic ; they bring forth their young 
in the water, and are met with commonly in the Indian Ocean, 
starting from Bombay, and especially in the Bay of Bengal, on 
the shores of Indo-China and Southern China, from Singapore to 
Formosa, in the Dutch Indies, in Borneo, the Philippines, New 
Guinea and the Papuan Archipelago, and as far as the north of 
Australia. 

The DipsadomorphincB comprise a large number of highly 
cosmopolitan genera and species, found in all tbe regions of the 
earth except the northerly portions of the Northern Hemisphere. 
None of these reptiles is capable of causing serious casualties among 
human beings, owing to the peculiarly defective arrangement of 
their poison-apparatus. I therefore do not think it worth while 
to linger here over their description. 

The Elachistodontincp. are of even less importance ; at the 
present time only two species are known, both of small size and 
confined to Bengal. 

Th(i Ph()Tp:i{()(ilypha group of the Colubridce is of much greater 
interest to us, since all the snakes belonging to it are armed with 
powerful fangs, in front of the upper maxillaries. These fangs, 
which are jjrovided with a channel in the shape of a deep groove, 
comnninicate at the base with the efferent duct of poison glands, 
which an! often of very large size. 

The group is composed of two Suh-faviilies : — 

A. Th(j Hydrophiinas (sea-snakes), provided with a flattened 
oar-shaprd tail. The body is more or less laterally compressed; 
the eyes are usually small, with circular pupils ; the scales of the 
iioso havt' two notches on the upper labial border. 

The normal habitat of all the members of this sub-family is the 
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sea, near the sbore, with the exeeption of the gen as Distira, which 
is met with in the fresh water of a lake in the Island of Luzon, 
in the Philippines. They are frequently found in very large 
numbers in the Indian se&s fuid throughout the tropical 2one of 
the Pacific Ocean, from the Persian Gulf to the west coast of the 
American Continent,, hut they are entirely absent from the West 
Coast of Africa, 

B. The ElapifKE (land-snakea), with a cylindrical tail, and 
covered with smooth or carinate scales. These serpents are fre- 
quently adorned with brilliant colours. Some of them (belonging 
to the genus Naja) have the faculty of expanding the neck in the 
shape of a parachute, by spreading out the first pairs of ribs when 
they are alarmed or excited : the breadth of the neck then fj^reatly 
exceeds that of the head. They are dietribiited tliroughout Africa, 
Asia, and North and South America, and are also found in Australia, 
where almost all the snakes that are known belong to this snb- 
faniily. 

The Family Vipebid.e is characterised by a triangular head, 
which is widened posteriorly, and by the general aspect of the 
body^ which is usually thick-set and terminated by a short tail. 
The hones of the face are movable. The pree frontal bone is not 
in contact with the nasal ; the maxillary is greatly shortened and 
may be articulated perpendicularly to the ectopterygoid ; it bears 
a pair of large poison -fangs, one on each side, and these are always 
accompanied by several teeth to replace them, folded back in the 
gum ; these latter teeth come in succession to take the place of 
the principal tooth, when this is broken or falls out of itself when 
the snake sheds its skin. 

The poison -fangs are not grooved, as in the Froteroglt/phoHS 
Cotubrida ; they are pierced by a perfectly formed canal, the upper 
end of which inosculates with the efferent duct of the corresponding 
poison-gland, while its lower extremity opens to the exterior a little 
above and in front of the tip. The latter is always very sharp. 
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The palate and lower jaw are furnished with small hooked teeth, 
which are solid and non-venomous. 

With the exception of the species of Atractattpis, these snakes 
are all ovoviviparous. The majority are terrestrial ; a few lead a 
semi-aquatic existence, while others are arboreal. 

Their distribution includes Europe, Asia, Africa (with the excep- 
tion of Madagascar), and North and South America. They do not 
exist in Australia. 

They are divided into two Sub-families: — 

A. The ViperincB, in which the head, which is very broad and 
covered with little plates* and scales, has no pit between the nose 
and the eyes ; 

B. The Crotalina (Kpordkov, a rattle), in which the head is 
incompletely covered with scales, and exhibits a deep pit on each 
side, between the e3'e and the nostril. 

Among snakes, the characters that serve as a basis for the 
determination of genera and species are the general shape of the 
body, especially that of the head, the arrangement of the cephalic 
scales, the cranial skeleton, and the dentition. 

Cranial Skcletun.— The cranium is coujpost'd of a certain number 
of K">nes, the homologues of which are found in the mammalian 
skeleton ; but the bones are complex, and subject to modifications 
ACvvrvling to the structure and habitat of each species. 

The special arrangement of the bones of the face is above all 
^•Qarwteristic of the poisonous snakes. Those forming the upper 
*w. :ho (>aUto and the mandibles or " inter-maxillaries " are mov- 
u'i«? i(.vu each other and on the cranium. The upper and lower 
•i(w\t='.;u-te«& ar«' united by an extensile ligament and articulated 
Yx*.» t'v :>tiipanic bone, which permits the mouth to be opened 
my \tuti\ \%hcn ihe animal swallows its prey. 

• K^infiu. The Hon-poisonous snakes have two rows of teeth in 
'v rt-wi Av^- one exlernal, the viaxillanj, usually composed of 
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from 35 — 40 small, backwardly curved teeth ; the other internal, 
the palatine, which only numbers from 20 — 22 teeth, having the 
same curvature (fig. 1, a). 

In the poisotious snakes 
the maxillary bones are 
shorter, and the outer row 
is represented by a single 
long and tubular or 
grooved tooth (the fang), 
fused with the maxillary 
bone, which is itself mov- 
able (fig. 1, B, C, D, B, F). 

Certain species {Dip- 
sas) have maxillary teeth 
which increase in size 
from fron.t to rear; the 
longest teeth are grooved 
and serve for the better 
retention of prey, and also 
to impregnate it with 
saliva; but they are not 
in communication with the poison-glands. 

The poison-fangs are nonnally covered 
with a fold or capsule of mucous membrane, 
in which they are sheathed. This fold con- 
ceals a whole series of reserve teeth in 
different degre(?s of development, which 
eventually become attached to the extremity 
of the maxillary when the principal tooth 
falls out or is broken (fig. 2). 

Poison Apparatus. — The grooved or fur- 
rowed teeth in the Proteroglypha and the 
canaliculate teeth in the Solenoghjpha are 
arranged, not foi- the purpose of seizing 



Fio. 2. — A, Maxillary bone and fanga of odo of 
the Viperidtp ( Vipera russellii) ; b, maxillary bone 
and fangs of one of the Colubridte (Naja tripu- 
dians) ; c, maxillary bone and fangs of one of 
the Colubrida: {Bungarus fasciatus) ; d, maxillary 
bone and teeth of one of the non-poisonous Colu- 
brida' (Ptyas mticosus). (After Sir Joseph Fayrer.) 




Fio. 3.- a, Pang of one 
of the VijteridtP {Vipera 
russellii) ; D, transverse sec- 
tion of the fang. 
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prey, but in order to deal it a mortal blow by injecting the venom 
into its flesh. 

lu the normal position they lie almost b 

horizontally, and exhibit no mobility of their 
own. But, when the animal prepares to 
bite, their erection is efifected by the snake 
throwing its jaw back ; and this movement, 
which is always very sudden, enables it at 
the same time to compress its poison- 
glands, by the aid of special constrictor 
muscles. 

On examining the various species of 
poisonous snakes, we observe very sharply 
marked differences in the arrangement and 
dimensions of the teeth. Thus, in the 
ViPERiDJi: they are long, extraordinarily 
sharp, and capable of producing deep wounds 
(fig. 2, A, and fig. 3). They arc traversed 
by an almost completely closed canal, from 
the base, which communicates with the 
poison-duct, to the neighbourhood of the 
point, where it opens very obliquely on the 
convex surface (fig. 8, a and d). 



Pm. 4. — B, Fang of one 
of the Colubrithp (Naja 
tripudiafis) : E, transverse 
section. 

c 



Fig. 6.— c. Fang of one 
of the lIj/drophiitKe (llijdr- 
aphis peUniiifi); v, transverse 
section. 



In the Elapitup, sub-family of the Coln- 
brida, and especially in the HydrophiiiKe, 
the teeth are much shorter and sinjply 
grooved or canaliculate ; that is to say, the 
canal communicates with the exterior 
throughout its extent by a narrow slit, 
which traverses the entire cdhvox surface 
of the tooth (figs. 4, 5, and (>). 

It does not follow from this that the 
the bites of these reptiles are less dangerous; 



.'iR!% ^k- 





Pio.G.- Three transverse 
sections of a poison-fang 
of one of the ColubriiUe., 
tlirougli A A, B B, c c ; i> i>, 
pulp cavity ; v v v, poison- 
canal (groove). (After C. J. 
Martin.) 
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the contrary, indeed, is the case, for their venom is infinitely more 
active. 

These differences, as well as the particular mode of arrangement 
of the other little non-poisonous teeth in both jaws, enable us in 
many cases to recognise, by the mere appearance of the bite, the 
species of snake by which the bite has been inflicted. 



I. II. III. 

Fio. 7. — Mabks puodl'ced on the Skin by the Bites of different Species of 

Snakes. 

I. Non-venotnous Colitbriin'. Tlie bite is marked only by the imprint of from 
35 40 small palatino or pterygoid teeth, and '20-22 upper maxillary teeth (on the 
outside of tlie foregoing) on each side. 

II. Vrnomoiia Colubrine (Saja tripudinns, Pkoteboolypha). — The bite exhibits 
2.'i or 20 punctures from the pterygoid or palatine teeth, and, on each side, one or two, 
rarely three, circular wounds produced by the principal poison-fangs and by the 
reserve teeth. 

III. Vi]terid-p. (Solenoolypha).— The sole indication of the bite consists of 8 or 10 
punctures from the palatine or pter}-Koid teeth, and one little round wound, on each 
side, produced by the poison-fangs. 

(After Sir Joseph Fayrer.) 



Fig. 7, above, shows how it is possible to distinguish the marks 
left by a non-venomous reptile, and by one of the Proteroglypha or 
Solenoglijpha respectively . 

Poison-glands. — The poison-glands occupy an extensive inter- 
muscular space behind the eyes, on each side of the upper jaw. 
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Thej' are oval in shape, and may, in Naja tripitdiaitf: for example, 
attain the size of a large almond (fig, 8), 

Their structure is the same as that of the salivary glands of the 
larger animals. The poison that they secrete accumulates in their 
aeini and in the efferent duct that opens at the base of the corre- 
sponding fang. 

Each gland is surrounded by a capsule, to which are partly 
attached the fibres of the tnasseter nuiscle, which violently com- 
presses it and drives 
the poison, just as 
the piston of a 
syringe would do, in- 
to the canalicule or 
groove of the fang. 

In a few venom- 
ous snakes the gland 
in developed to such 
an extent that it ex^ 
tends as far as the 
first ribs. 

The species, on 
the contrary, that 
have the poison- 
tepth placed in the 

hinder part of the mouth (Opisthoglypha) have glands but little 
developed, 

Mitscnhr Apparatus of the Head. — Figs. 9 and 10, 11 and 12 
show the arrangement of the principal muscles that work the jaws 
and glandular organs in Vipsra russellH and Naja iripudians, which 
respectively represent the most formidable types of Viperidm and 
venomous Coluhrida* 

It is not necessary to give a detailed description of each of these 
mnscles. Let it sufBce to point out that all contribute in giving 
the greatest elasticity to the jaws, and at the same time strength 



Fig. 8. — Poiboii-olamd ksun Fai^os of a VesqmousJ 
Snake {Naja tripitfliang, Cotubridte). (Nintuml aits.) 

L, Lobfl of the glaud ; D,poiBon-duct ; f, fang attached 
to the mAxiUAey bone ; o a, gland ; u, cnpgule of mucous 
menibrsne surfoundhig the f^ngEi ; r, resen'e fanga ; 
A A. muBcular fiiBeia coveriug the gland. 
(After Sir JoMph Fayrer. ) 
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safficieiit to retain the prey and to cause it to pass from front to 
rear towards the oBsophagiis, by a series of alternate antero-posterior 
movements and analogoas lateral ones. By means of these move- 
ments, which are participated in by the upper and lower maxillary 
bones, the palatines, mandibles or inter-maxillaries, and the ptery- 
goids, the animal in a manner draws itself over its prey like a 
fjlovet since the arrangement of its dentition does not admit of 
masticatio7i. 



Q N 



h/.J 
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Fig. 13. — AaBAaoEHEMT oi? the Scales of TttE Head is ose of 
THE NoMf-POisoNOCS Colubridie {Plya» miicosm). (After Sir Joseph Fayrer,} 

A, Rostrttl fic&le ; b, upterior froQt&ls ; n', posterior frontala ; c, vertical; D, occipi- 
tals ; E, auprft'CilUriOii : p, tempor&ls ; l, u, imaalij ; n, loreata^ of frenal:) ; o. UQt«rjor 
ooulftrs, or prie-orbitnls ; l^ [>oHtenor aculare. at poit-orbiUk ; Q, ^upraiabiaJs ; G, 
median infra-laliial ; h h, lateral iufra-labiala ; i K, meatala. 



The enormous extensile power of the mouth and oesophagus 
thus enables snakes to swallow animals, the size of which is several 
times in excess of their own diameter. 

Deglutition is slow and painful, but the gastric and intestinal 
juices are so speedy in action, that the digestion of the most 
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resistant substances rapidly takes place. Tbe very bones are dis- 
solved, and the faeces, wbich are voided some days later, contain 
only a few oaseoiia remains and a felt-like material composed of 
bair or feathers. 

Scaka. — The skin of snakes, which is very elastic and extensile, 
is covered with scales, small on the hack, and in great transverse 
plates on the entire ventral surface. 



Fib. H.— AsiuNORiiEiNT of tui Scales of the Umad m o»x of thb PoisoHo^g 
CoUibrideB {Nqja tripudianst Oft Cobm-di'Cnpello}, {After Sir Joseph Faymr.) 



The shape and dimensions of the scales of tbe head are highly 
characteristic in each species. It is therefore necessary to know 
their names and the arrangement that they exhibit: these details 
are shown with suiS&cient clearness in tigs. 13 and 14. 

Coloration. — The colouring exhibited by tbe scales of snakes 
is governed generally by the biolo^cal laws of mimicry. It is 
therefore not a character of specific value, and may be modified 
several times in the course of the existence of tbe same reptile, 
according to the surroundings in which it is obliged to live. 
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" Nature," write Dumeril and Bibron, " seems to have caused 
the tints and colours of snakes to vary in accordance with their 
habits and modes of life. Generally speaking, the colours are 
greyish or dull in species that are wont to live among sand, or 
which bury themselves in loose earth, as also in those that lie 
in wait on the trunks or large boughs of trees ; while these hues 
are of a bluish-green, resembling the tint of the leaves and young 
shoots of plants, in snakes that climb among bushes or balance 
themselves at the end of branches. It would be difficult to describe 
all the modifications revealed by a general study of the colours of 
their skins. Let us imagine all the effects of the decomposition of 
light, commencing with white and the purest black, and passing on 
to blue, yellow, and red ; associating and mixing them together, 
and toning them down so as to produce all shades, such as those 
of green, of violet, with dull or brilliant tints more or less pro- 
nounced, and of iridescent or metallic reflections modified by spots, 
streaks, and straight, oblique, undulating, or transverse lines. Such 
is the range of colours to be found in the skin of snakes." 

This skin is covered by a thick epidermis, which is periodically 
detached in its entirety, most frequently in a single piece. Before 
effecting its moult, the reptile remains in a state of complete repose 
for several weeks, as if asleep, and does not eat. Its scales grow 
darker and its skin becomes wrinkled. Then one day its epidermis 
tears at the angle of the lips. The animal thereupon wakes up, 
rubs itself among stones or branches, divests itself entirely of its 
covering as though it were emerging from a sheath, and proceeds 
forthwith in quest of food. 

The moult is repeated in this way three or four times every year. 
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CHAPTER II. 

HABITS OF POISONOUS SNAKES. THEIR CAPTURE. 

All poisonous snakes are carnivorous. They feed on small 
mammals (rats, mice), birds, batrachians, other reptiles or fish, 
which they kill by poisoning them by means of their fangs. 

They almost always wait until their prey is dead before 
swallowing it. 

Some of them are very fond of eggs, which they well know how 
to find in the nests of birds, and swallov/ whole. 

When a poisonous snake wishes to seize its prey, or strike an 
enemy, it raises its head, and depresses the lower and elevates the 
upper jaw in such a way that the fangs are directed straight 
forward. Then, with the quickness of a spring when it is released, 
the reptile makes a sudden dart and strikes its victim. After 
inflicting the wound it draws back, doubles up its neck and head, 
and remains prepared to strike again. 

So rapid is the action of the venom, that the wounded animal 
falls to the ground almost immediately ; it is forthwith stricken 
with paralysis, and dies in a few moments. In most cases the 
snake holds it in its mouth until death ensues ; the reptile then 
sets to work to swallow its victim, an operation which is always 
slow and painful. 

In captivity poisonous snakes almost always refuse to take any 
food whatever. If it be desired to keep them for a long time, it 
is often necessary to resort to artificial feeding. For this purpose 
the snake is seized by the head by means of a strong pair of long 
forceps ; it is then grasped by the neck with the left hand without 

2 
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Fers-de-lance from Martinique, taking care to keep them in :l hot- 
lioiiee, at a temperature of about 82'' to 86*^ F. 

It is also very important to place inside the cases a vessel full 
of water, which should be frequently changed, for almost all snakes 
drink often and like to bathe for whole days at a time. 



Fio. 18.~CATCHXNa A Cobra-duCttptUo {Najn tripvdinm), Seconu Stage. 
{At the French Settlement of Pondicheny, in Indiii.) 



Within their reach should be placed in addition branches and 
rockwork, against which they rub at the moniting times, in order 
periodically to rid themselves of their scarf-skin. 

Wliile moulting, snakes must neither be touched nor fed, since 
to force them to take food at such a time would he fatal. 

Snake-catching. — The capture of poisonous snakes, in order to 
keep thera alive, can only bfe performed without danger by skilful 
persons, who are possessed of much cooIneBs. 
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The best way of securing them la suddenly to pin the neck to 
the ground by means of a stick held horizontally, or a small two- 
pronged fork of wood or metal (fig. 17). 

The stick is rolled along 
until close to the occiput 
(fig, 18). The animal can 
then be sei?.ed with the 
hand immediately behind 
the head, in such a way 
that it is impossible for it 
to turn and bite. It is 
then put into a wire cage, 
provided with a small mov- 
able trapdoor, with the fas- 
tening on the outside. 

In this way poisonous 
snakes can be sent to a 
distance, and left without 
food for one or even two 
months, provided that they 
be kept in a place which is 
somewhat moist and suffi- 
ciently warm. 

Fig. 19 shows how cap- 
tured cobras are carried in 
India, in the environ b of 
Pondicherry. They are en- 
closed in earthern chuttles, 
or in baskets of plaited 
bamboo, which are pro- 
vided with covers, and are 
very convenient for carrying 
snakes short distances. 
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19. — HtMDi; CAHIWIMO Two CaptuBei> 
Cobras is "Chatties." 
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CHAPTER III. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PRINCIPAL SPECIES OF 
POISONOUS SNAKES. THEIR GEOGRAPHICAL 
DISTRIBUTION. 

Poisonous snakes are especially cominon in the tropical zones 
of the Old and New Worlds. The species found in Europe are 
but of small size and not very formidable. In hot countries, on 
the other hand, they attain large dimensions, their venom is much 
more active, and, althougli they hardly ever attack man, and in- 
most cases avoid hnn, they cause a considerable number of fatal 
accidents. 

It is sometimes a rather difficult matter to recognise from the 
mere appearance of a snake whether it is poisonous or not. Natu- 
ralists themselves are occasionally deceived. It is therefore useful 
to learn to distinguish the most dangerous species by their external 
■characters, and to know in what countries there is a risk of their 
being encountenul. 

A.—J'XliOPK. 

Of the eontinents of the Old World, the poorest in poisonous 
snakes is Europti. The only species found there are a C(ELOPELTis 
(belonging to th(.' Sub-family Dipsadomorphimc of the Opistho- 
(jhjphu), and ct-rtain Vii'KHIN.k, which rarely exceed 75 centimetres 
in length. 

C(EL()i»Ki/ris, the cranial skeleton and head of which are repre- 
-sented in tig. '10, is characterised by a narrow, concave frontal shield. 
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projecting siipraciliaries, short snout, large eyes, with round pupils, 
two poiaon-fanfjs at the back of the upper mamillaries, and a 
cylindrical body. The scales of the back are finely Grooved, and 
in the adult slightly concave. 

The coloration, olivaceous- 
brown ^ or deep red on the 
back, becomes on the ventral 
surface pale yellow with brown 
streaks, and from five to seven 
longitudinal series of small 
spots, which are blackish and 
edged with yellow on the sides. 

The mean total length is 
1,800 millimetrea. The tail is 
somewhat tapering, and about 
iiSO millimetres long. 

The only European species 
is Cifloj^cltis monspesaulana^ 
which is met with pretty com- 
monly in France, in the 
neighbourhood of Montpellier, 
and Nice, near Valencia in 
Spain, and in Dahnatia. It 
is likewise found throughout 
North Africa, and in Asia 
Minor. 

A second species ► Ccshptitis 
moilensis, occurs in Southern 
Tunis, Egypt, and Arabia. 

The European ViPKRlNiE 
belong exclusively to the Genus Vipeba, the principal zoological 
characters of which are as follows :■ — 

Head distinct from the neck, covered with small scales, with or 
without frontal and parietal shields ; eyes small, with vertically 



Fig. so.— MAxiLtAnY, Maxdible, axd 

IIkad of Ctstopettii mfm^pesiiitlafia. 
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elongate pupils, separated from the labials by scales ; nostrils 
lateral. Body cylindrical. Scales keel-shaped, with an apical pit, 
in from 19 — 31 rows ; ventral scales rounded. Tail short ; sub- 
caudal scales in two rows. 

The Genus Vipera is represented in Europe by several species, 
which are likewise found in Western Asia and North Africa. 

These species are : — 

V. ursinii, V. berus, V. aspis, V. latastii, and V. ammodytes} 

Yipera ursinii. 

Snout obtuse, soft on its upper surface, with the frontal and 
parietal shields distinct, the former about one and a half times 
as long as broad, and almost always longer than the parietals. 
A single series of scales between the eyes and the free margin of 
the lips. 

Temporal shields smooth. Body scales in from 19 to '21 rows, 
strongly keeled on the back, less strongly on the sides. 

Colour yellowish or pale brown above, grey or dark brown on the 
sides, sometimes uniform brown ; spots more or less regular on the 
vertebral column, oval, elliptic or rhomboidal, dark brown or flecked 
with white, sometimes forming an undulous or zigzag band ; two or 
three longitudinal series of dark brown or black spots on the sides ; 
small dark dots running obliquely from the eye to the angle of the 
mouth ; nose and lips white, and one or two dark angular streaks 
on the head ; chin and throat yellowish ; belly black, with trans- 
verse series of white or grey dots. No sexual differences in 
coloration. 

Total length from 420 — 500 millimetres ; tail oO — 55. 



' As regards tlie distinctive characters of these various snakes, and of the 
majority of those that we shall describe in this book, we liave followed the state- 
ments in the "Cataloj^ue of the Snakes in the British Museum (Natural History)," 
vol. iii., by George Albert Boulenger, F.R.S. (London : Printed by order of the 
Trustees, 1896.) 
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Habitat. South-east Fnuice (Basses^ A lpes> ; Itals' lAbruzzi) ; 
Istria ; Moantains of Bosnia : Plains of Lower Austria ; Hungary 
(euviroDS of Buda-PeslK). 

Vipera berus [Comttion Viper^ or Ad44t). 

Snoat rouuded, short and truncate; pupil vertically eloogato; 
vertica] diameter of the eyes e<]ual to or greater than the distance 
separating them fmm the mouth ; frontal and parietal shields dis- 



-^■^ 



.tJ& 



.-%> 
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Fig. -il.— (It Viptrn htrits : (H) Vipers fUpM : {S, t) Vipcra ommodyt^t. 

(Nutura! aixe.) 



tinct, the former as long as broad, usually shorter than tlie spacu 
separatiiicr it from the rostral shield; 6—13 scales round the eyes; 
one or rarely two series of scales between the eyes and the lips ; 
nasal shieTd single, separated from the rostral by a Daao-rostrnl 
shield ; temporal scales smootli. Body scales in 21 rows (excep- 
tionally in or 23), sti*ongly keeled ; 132 — 150 ventral shields ; 
38 — SG bubcaudftls. 

Colour very variable, grey, yellowish, olivu, brovvn, or red iibovis 
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generally with an undulating or zigzag band along the vertebral 
column, and a series of lateral spots. A black spot shaped like 
a V, an X, or a circumflex accent, on the head. The tip of the tail 
is yellow or reddish. Some specimens are entirely black. 

Total length from 350 to 700 millimetres ; tail 75 to 90. 

Habitat : Northern Europe, and especially the mountains of 
Central Europe ; irregularly distributed in Southern Europe ; 
Northern Spain and Portugal, Northern Italy, Bosnia, Caucasus. 

This viper, which is very common in France, ranges as far as 
the Scandinavian Peninsula to about the 65th parallel of North 
Latitude. It is sometimes met with among the mountains at an 
altitude of about 0,500 feet (2,000 metres). It is found on heaths, in 
grass-lands, vineyards, and forests. Certain parts of the sandy 
moors of North Germany are literally infested with it. It abounds 
in the Jura, Isere, Ardeche, Auvergne, Brittany, Vendee, .and the 
Forest of Fontainebleau. 

It seeks its prey by night, and feeds on voles, small birds, frogs, 
lizards, and small fish. During the summer it shows a preference 
for moist places, often even remaining in the water, in which it 
swims with ease. 

Light and fire attract it. It does not climb trees, but is 
frequently found coiled up on boughs of dead wood scattered on 
the ground. 

When on the defensive, and preparing to bite, it throws its 
head back, and makes a sudden dart of from a foot to sixteen inches. 
If irritated it makes a sort of hissing noise. 

To pass the winter it retires into the crevices of rocks or into 
old tree-trunks, where it entwines itself closely with a number of 
its congeners. In this way ten or fifteen vipers are frequently 
found together in the same hole. 

In April, the whole company awakes, and copulation then takes 
place. The eggs are laid in August and September, and the young 
immediately crawl out of the shell, already prepared to bite, and 
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capable of finding their own food. Their length at birth amounts 
to 230 millimetres. 

The two glands of an adult adder contain about 10 centigrammes 
of poison. This small quantity is sometimes sufficient to cause 
death ; out of 610 persons bitten, Rollinger returns 59 deaths, or 
about 10 per cent. 

In the departments of Vendee and Loire-Inferieure alone, Viaud 
Grand Marais has noted during a period of six years 321 cases of 
bites from adders, 62 of which were followed by death. In 
Auvergne, Dr. Fredet^ (of Royat) returns 14 cases, which caused 6 
deaths. 

Vipera aspis {Asp, or lied Viper). 

(Fig. 21, ;?, andfig. 22.) 

Snout slightly turned up, soft and squarely truncate ; vertical 
diameter of the eyes equal to the space separating them from the 
mouth ; upper surface of the head usually covered with small, 
imbricate, smooth or feebly keeled scales, in 4 — 7 series, between 
the supraocular shields, which are prominent. The frontal and 
parietal shields are usually wanting ; sometimes they are distinct, 
but small and irregular ; the former are separated from the supra- 
oculars by two series of scales ; 8 — 13 scales round the eyes ; two 
(rarely three) series of scales between the eyes and the labials ; 
nasal shield single, separated from the rostral by a naso-rostral 
shield. Body scales in 21 — 23 rows, strongly keeled ; 134 — 158 
ventrals ; 32 — 49 subcaudals. 

Coloration very variable, grey, yellowish, brown, or red above, 
with a zigzag band as in V. bents. Usually a black U-shaped 
mark on the hinder part of the head, with a longitudinal black 
streak behind the eyes ; upper lip white, or yellowish. Ventral 
surface yellow, white, grey, or black, with lighter or darker markings. 

Total length, 620—675 millimetres ; tail 75—95. 



' Avad. lie medccine, March 19, 1889. 
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Habitat : France (especially Vendee, the Forest of Fontaine- 
bleau, and the South), Pyrenees, Alsace-Lorraine, the Black Forest, 
Switzerland, Italy and Sicily, and the Tyrol. 

This viper especially fre- 
quents dry, rocky, and arid 
hillsides, which are exposed 
to the sun. Like the adder, 
it hibernates in tree-trunks 
and old walls. It lays from 
(3 to 15 eggs, from which 
the living young immediately 
issue, provided with poison. 
It feeds upon small rodents, 
worms, insects, and young 
birds. Kaptorial birds, 
storks, and hedgehogs pursue 

FiQ. 2'2.-Vij>era aspi,. (Natural size.) ^^ ^^^ devour it in large 

(Prom the Forest of Foutainebleau.) numbers. 




Yipera latastii. 



Intermediate between I', anpis and V. cunmodytes. Snout less 
turned up into a corneous appendage than in the latter. Head 
covered with small, smooth, or feebly keeled, subimbricate scales, 
among which an enlarged frontal shield may sometimes be dis- 
tinguished ; 5 — 7 longitudinal series of scales between the supra- 
ocular shields ; 1) — 1.'} scales round the eyes; 2 or 3 series between 
the eyes and the labials ; nasal shield entire, separated from the 
rostral by a nfiso-rostnil. Jiody scales in 21 rows, strongly keeled ; 
125 — 147 ventrals ; 32 — 48 subcaudals. 

Coloration grey or brown above, with a longitudinal zigzag 
band, usually spotted with white ; head with or without spots on 
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tbe vertex; black streak behind the eyes; ventral surface grey, 
Bpotted with black and white; tip of the tail usually yellow or 
with yellow spots. 

Total length, 550—610 milliraetrea ; tail 80—85. 

Habitat : Spain and Portugal. 



Vipara ammodytes. 

(Fig, 21, .:f and -f). 

Snout terminated in front by a horny appendage covered with 
10 — 20 small scales ; vertical diameter of the eyes less than the 
distance sepBratincr them from the mouth ; upper surface of the 
head covered with small, smooth, or feebly keeled scales, among 
which an enlarged frontal and a pair of parietal shields are sonie- 
timea distinj^uishable ; 5 — 7 longitudinal series of scales between 
the supraoculars ; 10 — 13 scaler round the eyes ; two series lietweeu 
the eyes and the labials ; nasal shield entire, separated from the 
rostral by a naso-rostrai. Body scales in 21 — 23 rows, strongly 
keeled; 133 — 162ventrals; 24 — 38 subcaudals. 

Coloration grey, brown, or reddish above, with a zigzag dorsal 
band, usually spotted with white ; black streak behind the eyes ; 
belly grey or violaceous : end of the tail yellow* orange, or coral-red. 

Total length, .'JSO— tHO millimetres; tail 70—80. 

Habitat : Southern Tyrol, Carinthia, Htyria, Hutigary, Danubian 
principalities and kingdoms, Turkey. Does not pass beyond the 
48th parallel of North Latitude. 

This viper loves very sunny places, and hillsides planted with 
vines. It rarely hibernates. 

In districts in which it is plentifuh it is only necessary to light 
a fire at night in order to attract this species in swarms ; this is 
the best method of taking it. 

Its food consists of small rodents, lizards, and birds. 
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B.—ASIA, DUTCH INDIES, AND PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

The species of snakes most dangerous to man are found in the 
warmer regions of Asia. India especially is infested by the famous 
Cobra-di-Capello {Naja tripudians), which possesses the highly 
remarkable faculty of dilating its neck in the form of a hood 
when irritated, and whose -sculptured image appears on almost 
all the Hindu monuments. 

We shall describe in a separate section (see below, F.) the 
Hydrophiin^, or Sea-snakes, a large number of species of which 
frequent the shores of the Indian Ocean, the Strait of Malacca, 
the China Sea, the Moluccas, Celebes, and North Australia. 
In the case of certain species the area of distribution includes 
the whole of the tropical and sub-tropical zones of the Pacific 
Ocean, as far as the West Coast of America. It is therefore 
preferable to group them together for the purpose of comprehensive 
study. 

Besides the above, the continent of Asia harbours a multitude of 
poisonous snakes belonging to the two Families Colubrid^ and 

ViPERID.E. 

The genera and species belonging to these arc so diverse, that 
we must confine ourselves to mentioning the essential characters 
of those that present most interest. 

I. — Family CoLUBRiDiE. 

f(a) Dungartis. 
(b) Naja. 
Subfamily Elapix^: : Genera J (c) Hemibungarus. 

(d) Callophis. 

(e) DoUophia. 

(a) Bungarus. 
Head hardly distinct from the neck ; eyes small, with round or 
vertically elliptic pupils ; nostril between two nasal shields. Two 
large poison-fangs followed by one or two small, slightly grooved 
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Kfipecially abundant on the Coromandel Coast, in Bengal, and in 
l^urnia. In the North-west Provinces of India it is known as the 
f(fJclia-Krait, Its bite is very serious, but does not cause nearly so 
many ratalities as that of the Cobra, since its fanga are smaller. 

iJogs bitten by B, fasdatus die in from four to five hours. 




Btftckidh -brown or bka»h, with nariow transverse white streaks,] 
ttr Hmall white Hpotn, or alternate ringe of yellow and dark brown 
belly white. Smaller than the foregoing, scarcely exceeding 1.000 
niilliuietrcft in length. It is known as the " Krait " in India, wheie. 
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after the Cobra, the variety cfcruleus causes most deaths among 
human beings. It is found in jungles and rice-fields, and commonly 
seci'etes itself in old trees and old walls. It frequently penetrates 
into houses, vecandaha, bathrooms, and even beds. Sir Joseph 
Fayrer relates the story of a lady, who, when travelling in 
a palanquin, found on arriving at her destination a *' Krait " coiled 
up in her luggage, the suake having thus made the journey with 
her throughout a whole night. 

The Krait may easily be confused with Lycodnn aalicus, 
a harmless snake which closely resembles it, though it can at 
once be distinguished by examining its mouth. 

(b) Naja. 
(Pig, fl5.j 

Head scarcely distinct from the neck ; eyes with round pupils ; 
nostril between two nasal shields and an internasal. A pair of solid 
grooved poison-fangs. Body elongate, cylindrical, terminated by 
a conical and pointed tail. Scales smooth, disposed obliquely, in 
15 — 25 rows> Ventral scales round. 



N, tripudians (Cobra-di-Capello). (Fig. 26,) 

Head small, covered with large shields, a frontal as long as 
broad, a supraocular, a prteocular, 3 postoculars, 2 + 3 or H + 3 
temporals, 7 upper labials, 4 lower labials. Neck dilatable by the 
separation of the first cervical ribs; 21—35 scales round the neck, 
17— '25 round the middle of the body; lfi3 — 205 ventrais ; 42—75 
aubcaudals. 

Total length, 1,500— 1,900 mill imetrea; tail 230. 

Coloration very variable, usually cinereous grey or almost black 
with a bluish sheen ; belly lighter, sometimes tinted with red. The 
head is frequently tinged with golden-yellow ; it is spotted with 
yellowisli- white above, and is pure white underneath. 
3 
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(2) Vai*. Cmca. — Colour, pale brown or uniform dark ^rey, 
without mark on the neck, and with one or more dark transverse 
bands on the anterior part of the belly. 

Habitat : Transcaspian region, India, Java. 

(3) Yar. Fasciata, 
— Colour, brown, olive, 
or black, with more or 
less distinct light trans- 
verse bauds. White 
spot edged with black 
in the shape of a ring 
or of a TJ on the neck, 
behind ; a black spot 
on each side in front. 

Habitat: India, 
Indo'China and Honth 
China, Hainan, Cam- 
bodia, Siam, Malay 
Peninsula, 

(4) Var. Sputatrix. 
— Black or dark brown, 
with yellow or orange- 
coloured spots on the 
sides of the head and 
neck. The young have 
a pale spot in the 
.ghape of ft U or an O 
on the middle of the 



FiQ. 36. — Naja tr^r^iani (Cobra-^i-CapeUo) ok tke 
PuneagivB, FBCP^^Btita to Staikk, 



dorsal surface of the neck, and the throat is whitish. 

Habitat : Cbusan Islands and South China, Burma, Malay 
Peninsula, Sumatra, Java. 

(5) Var. Leucodira. — Brown or black, without mark on the neck. 
Throat yellowish- white, followed by a bleusk transverse band. 

Habitat: Sumatra, Malay Peninsula, 
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parietal s ; J praeoculftr and 3 postoealara ; 2 + 2 or 2 + 3 tem- 
porals ; 7 supralabiais, 4 iiifralabials : 2l—'2'd ncales at^ioss the neck, 
17 — II) across the middle of the body; 159—175 ventrais ; 45 — 50 
Bubcaudals. 

Coloration black or sometimes yellowish above ; pale brown or 
yellowish on the belty [ neck black. 

Total length, 1,000 luillimetres ; tail 160. 

Habitat: Philippine Iglands. 



Naja bunganis {Ophiophagus or Htimadn/as elaps). 
(Kinf* Cobra or Hamadryad,) 

A pair of large occipital shields ; I praeocular ; 3 postoculara ; 
3 + 2 temporals ; 7 supralabiais, 4 infralabials ; 19 — 21 scales acroBS 
the neck, 15 across the middle of tlje body ; 215^202 ventral scalee, 
80—117 subcaiidals. Neck dilatable. 

Coloration very variable, yellowish, brown, olivcj or black, with 
or without dark transverse bands. 

Total lea^ih, S,\)(iO itiilhmetres ; tail (330. 

Habitat : India, l-iurnia, Indu-Chiua, Siaiu, Southern China, 
Malay Peninsula and Archipelago. 

Tbe species of Naja are oviparous, and usually lay some twenty 
eggB, elliptical in shape and as large as those of a pigeon, with a 
soft shell. 

These f^nakes do not fear the proximity of man, and feed upon 
rats, mice, and birds ; they seek their prey chiefly in the evening, 
after sunset. 

They swim extremely well, and frequent the neighbourhood of 
water-courses. 

Indian legends relate that Brahma, having descended on earth 
and fallen asleep one day at hi^^h noon, a Naja placed itself in 
front of him and, dilating it& broad neck, procured for him kindly 
shade. In order to repay it for the service rendered, Brahma gave 
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Nnjn ili(* marks that it bears oo its neck, ioteoded to {nght^n tbe 
U\lf>* titul other birds of prey, which are tmpiacable eoeiuies of 
thill htmktt. 

When a Qati^e of the Malabar Coast finds a Naja in his dweUiog. 
he be^s it in a friendly way to depart ; if the request be witboat 
avail ( he offers it food in order to attract it outside ; if the snake 
wtill does not move, the Hindu goes in search of the pious servitors 
of on« of his divinities, who, procuring an offering, address the most 
touching supphcations to it (Brehm). 

The mortality due to the bite of this snake, which is by far 
III*' nioHt cotiiinon in India, is considerable. In the course of a 
periud of eight years, fi-om 1880 to 1887, it amounted on the 
avera({« to 10,880 human beings and 2,100 head of cattle every 
year. 

In 188U, 'J'2,4H0 persons and 3,793 head of cattle perished firom 
Nnako-hite. Since then, the annual tale of fatalities always 
/liictnatcN between 16,000 and 22,000, in spite of the rewards for 
tlii^ »lRHtructinn of snakes which the Indian Government has been 
olih^cd til inHtttutf^, which represent an expenditure oE about 
i'lO.tKKl per annum. 

j«\>r 4' very 100 pernnnti bitten, it is estimated that on an ftvenigft 
from *I't to .'iO die, iind in most cases death supervenes in from two 
to twelve hoiiTH after the bitt. 

Naja btimjarm, or the Hamadryad, is the largest and most 
formidable of poisonoUH snakes. It is very vigorous and very 
aggressive, l)ut ii^ more rarely met with than Naja tripitdians. It 
loves the vicinity of rivers and streams, lives in forests and jungles, 
and climhfi trees with facility. It feeds upon other snakes (whence 
its name Ophiophagus), and also on birds, fish, and small mammals. 

Hindu snake-charmers assert that it is very dilhcult to capture, 
and dangerous owing to its strength ; they handle it only after 
having extracted its poison-fangs, 

A very intelligent Hindu told Torrens how he had seen the way 
in which the Hamadryad procures the snakes that form its favourite 
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food. The Hindu in qaestion happened to be on the flat roof of 
his house, when a young Hamadiyad appeared quite close to hiiti. 
The snake raised its head, expanded its neck, and emitted a shrill 
hissing ttoise. Thereupon a doiien snakes came crawling up from 
all directions and assembled round the Hamadryad, when the 
latter made a dart at one of them and hastened to devour it 
(Fay re r). 

The Hamadryad is dreaded with good reason, for not only is 
it aggressive, and hurls itself boldly upon its adversary, but it also 
pursues him, a trait exhibited by no other poisonous snake. 

Cantor relates that in Assam an officer met with several young 
Hamadryads which were b«mg watched over by their mother. The 
latter turned towards its enemy, who took to his heels with all 
speed, pursued by the terrible reptile. The course taken led to a 
river, which the fugitive did not hesitate to swim in order to gain 
the opposite bank, hoping thus to make good his escape ; all, 
however, to no purpose. The snake still pursued him, and the 
officer saved himself only by a stratagem. He dashed his turban 
on the ground ; the snake threw itself upon it and savagely bit 
it several times, thus giving the officer time to reach a place of 
safety. 

Cantor's experiments show that the venom of the Hamadryad 
is extremely rapid in its action, A dog usually dies a quarter of an 
hour after being bitten, and Kicholson states that he has seen an 
elephant bittei> by a snake of this species die in three hours. 

(c) Hemibungarus. 



This genus includes several species of snakes of somewhat small 
size, rarely exceeding 700 millimetres in length, with an elongate, 
cylindrical body ; the head is scarcely distinct from the neck, the 
pupil round, and the tail short, while the nostril is situate between 
two nasal shields. The temporal shields are arranged in a single 
row. The poison-glands sometimes extend into the abdominal 
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cavity. Scales in 13 or 15 rows ; 190 — 260 ventrals, 12 — 44 sub- 
caudals in 2 rows. 

Four species belonging to this genus are known : — 

(1) H. caUigaster. — 2 + 3 temporal scales, 6 supralabials. 
Colour purple, with black transverse bands separated by narrow 

white bars ; belly and end of tail red ; snout yellow, with a black 
band on the upper lip below the eyes. 

Total length, 520 millimetres ; tail 30. 

Habitat : Philippine Islands. 

(2) //. collar is. — No anterior temporal scales. 

Colour black on the back, with black and red bands on the belly ; 
a yellow collar on the occiput. 

Total length, 430 millimetres ; tail 15. 
Habitat : Philippine Islands. 

(3) //. nigrescens. — Scales in 13 rows. A single temporal scale ; 
2JK — 251 ventrals; 33 — 44 subcaudals. 

]^elly uniformly red : upper lip yellow in front of and behind 
the eyes. 

Total length, 1,100 niillimetres ; tail 115. 

Habitat : Hills of Western India, from liombay to Travancore. 

(4) H.japunicuH. — Scal<;s in 13 rows ; 190 — 216 ventrals; 28 — 29 
subcaudals; temporals 1 + 1. 

Colour red on the back, with 1 — 5 black bands crossed by other 
black bands edged with yellow. Snout and sides of head black. 
Belly yellow, with large black spots alternating with black trans- 
verse bands. 

Total length, 520 millimetre's ; tail 40. 

Habitat : Loo Choo Islands. 

(d) Gallophis. 

tuw jftBUiK- « characterised by the ma.xillary bones extending 
tMni9d» vviimt ibo palatines, with a pair of large poison-fangs, 
^' ttXimn -nUHT l<«lh. Hea<l and eyes small, pupils round; 



THE PRINCIPAL SVKCIEH i>F POISONOUS SNAKES 



41 



nostril between two nasal shields. Body cylindrical, greatly 
elongate. Scales smooth, in 13 rows ; ventrala rounded ; sub- 
caudal b in '2 rows. 

Five species are known : — 

(1) 0. gracilis, — lied or pale brown, with three loDgiladiiuil 
black lines passing through brown, or black spots ; the lateral spots 
alternating with the vertebr8&. Black and yellow bands under the 
tail and on the belly. 

Total length, 740 millimetres ; tail :i5. 

Habitat : Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, 

(li) C. trimaculatus. — Heiid and nape black, with a yellow spot 
on each side of the occiput ; belly uniform red ; tail with two black 
rings. 

Total length, H'So luillimetreH ; tail '21. 

Habitat : India and Burma, 

(3) C. inaculiceps. — Head and nape black, with one or two 
yellow hands on each side. Belly red, two black ringa on the tail. 
Diameter of the eyes equal to two-thirds of the space separating 
them from the mouth. 

Total length, 485 milhmetres ; tail 30. 

Habitat : Burma, Indo-China, Malay Peninsula. 

(4) C. niacclcilandil. — Head and neck black, with a yellow 
transverse band beliind the eyes. The space separating the eyes 
equal to that separating them from the mouth. Colour reddish- 
brown on the back, with regular and equi-distant black streaks; 
belly yellow, with black bands or quadrangular spots. The head 
exhibits two black transverse bands separated by a yellow band. 

Total length, 620 millimetres; tail 55. 

Habitat : Nepal, Bikkim, Assam f Burma, Southern China. 

(5J C, bibwiiii, — Met with by Beddome in the forests of Malabar, 
at an altitude of 3,280 feet, Back purplish-iirown, with a pearly 
lustre, and about forty irregular black transverse bands, extending 
to the tip of the tail. Head black in front, cherry-red on the 
occiput. 
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Total length, 640 millimetres ; tail 50. 
Habitat : Malabar. 

All the snakes belonging to the genus Callophis are remarkable 
for their bright and varied colours, whence the generic name, which 
signifies ** beautiful snakes." 

They feed exclusively on other snakes belonging to the Family 
CalamaridcB ; consequently they are not found in regions where 
Calamaridce do not occur, as, for instance, in Ceylon. 

They are essentially terrestrial, and live in old tree-trunks, or 
clefts in rocks. They are sluggish, slow-moving, and chiefly 
nocturnal. 

As a rule they do not seek either to defend themselves or to bite; 
consequently fatal accidents caused by them are scarcely known in 
the case of human beings. Their venom, however, is very toxic 
to animals. 

(e) Doliophis. 

This genus exhibits the same characters as Callophis, except 
that the poison-glands, instead of being confined to the temporal 
region, extend a very long way on each side of the body, to about 
one-third of its length, gradually growing thicker and terminating 
at the base of the heart. 

It includes four species : — 

(1) 1). bivirgatus. — Colour reddish-purple or black on the back, 
red on the head, tail, and belly. 

Total length, 1,010 millimetres; tail 190. 

Habitat : l^urma, Tndo-China, Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, Java, 
and Borneo. 

(2) D. intestinalis. — Brown or black on the back, with darker 
or lighter longitudinal streaks ; tail red beneath ; belly red, crossed 
with black streaks. 

Total length, 580 millimetres ; tail 45. 
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Habitat: Burma, Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, Java, Borneo, 
Celebes. 

(3) D, hiUneatu)i.—'Bl?Lck. on the back, with two white streaks 
along the whole length of the body. Snout white ; belly striped 
with black and white bands. Tail orange, with two or three black 
rings or spots. 

Total length, 710 millimetres ; tail 45. 
Habitat : Philippine Islands. 

(4) X». pkilippifiiis, — Back with dark brown cross- bands, merging 
into black transverse ventral streaks, which are separated by yellow 
or red interspaces. Head brown, with small yellow spots. 

Total length, 430 millimetres ; tail 35, 
Habitat : Philippine Islands. 

II. — Family ViPEBiDiE. 

Tbe Faiuily Viperid.e is represented in Asia by a considerable 
number of snakes belonging to tb^ two Subfamilies "VifekinjE 
and CROTALiNwii. 

The Asiatic Viperin^ belong to the genera : — 

(a) Vipent. 

(b) Pseudticerastcs. 

(c) Cerastes. 

(d) Echis. 
The CROTALiNyE consist of only two genera :— 

(e) Aficistrodon, 

(f) Laches ia. 

1.— VIPERIN^. 
(ft) Yipera.. 

We shall not recapitulate here the characters of the Genus 
Vipera^ which we described in dealing with the vipers of Europe. 
The genus is represented by several Bpecies, the geographical range 
of which ia chiefly confined to Eastern and Central Asia. 
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(1) Vipera renardi. — Resembles V. berus, but the snout is 
pointed and soft, with a turned-up tip ; a single series of scales 
between the eyes and the lips ; nostril pierced in the lower half 
of a single nasal shield ; 8 — 9 supralabial shields ; 4 infralabials. 
Body scales in 21 rows ; 130 — 150 ventrals ; 24 — 37 subcaudals. 

Coloration the same as in the European V. ursinii, but the 
snout and lips are spotted with black or brown. 
Total length, 395—620 millimetres ; tail 40—75. 
Habitat : Central Asia, Turkestan. 

(2) V. raddii. — Snout rounded ; supraocular shields erectile ; 
eyes surrounded by a complete circle of 14 — 17 scales ; 9 — 10 
supralabials ; body scales in 23 rows; 150 — 180 ventrals; 23 — 32 
subcaudals. 

Coloration pale brown or grey on the back, with a dorsal series 
of small reddish spots arranged in alternating pairs. A black mark 
like a circumflex accent on the occiput, and a black band behind 
the eyes. Belly yellow, speckled with black and white. 

Total length, 740 millimetres ; tail 50. 

Habitat : Armenia. 

(3) V. lebetina. — Snout rounded and obtuse, with a well-marked 
prominence ; 7 — 12 longitudinal series of scales between the eyes ; 
supraocular shields well developed or narrow, or broken up into 
several small portions ; 12 — 18 scales round the eyes ; 9 — 12 supra- 
labials; 4 — 5 infralabials; body scales in 23 — 27 rows; 147 — 180 
ventrals ; 29 — 51 subcaudals. 

Coloration variable, grey or pale brown on the back, with a 
series of large dark spots. Large brown mark like a circumflex 
accent on the crown of the head and another on the occiput. Belly 
whitish, speckled with grey-brown ; end of tail yellow. 

Total length, 900 millimetres ; tail 120. The female may attain 
the length of 1,350 millimetres. 

Habitat : Cyprus, Galilee, Syria, Asia Minor, Transcaspia, 
Persia, Mesopotamia, Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Cashmir. 
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with sm&ll keeled scales. The nostril, which is large and laterally 
pUkcx^d. IB surrounded by three shields and soft smooth skin. 

The species is found throughout India, from Bombay to BeDgal, 
in CeyiaD, Barma, and Siam. It ie particularly common in Burma, 
MOand Rangoon. For walking in the jungle and rice-fields, the 
tuttireft of this region encase their feet and legs in a special kind of 
Idck'hooU made of coarse jute-clotb, in order to protect themselves 
from the bites of this snuke, which cause a large number of fatal 
ftccidenta. 

Tim Daboia ascends the Himalayas to an altitude of 5,250 feet. 
It Itvetf til thickets, under stones, and in the clefts of rocks. When 
dj^turlx'-d tl makes a terrible hissing, but bites only when attacked 
or irritated. 

It ItMiln tiptm small vertebrates, such as mice^ rats, birds, and 
frogi«, and often enters houses in pursuit of rats. 

" Schrott had the opportanity of observing a Daboia on the 
defeniiive. A lady carrying a child on her arm was returning home 
towards evening ; sbe had almost reached her house when a bull- 
dog accompanying her began to bark furiously. Although the lady 
saw nothing, she was, nevertheless, frightened and called for help. 
Schrott, who was not far away, ran to the spot, and saw a Daboia 
lying across the path by which the lady had to proceed. The 
reptile had its neck thrown back and its head in a horizontal 
position ; its bright eyes followed all the movements of the dog, to 
whose barks it replied by shrill hisses. It was only waiting for an 
opportunity to strike. Schrott called off the dog, and the snake 
At once disappeared among the high grass close by. Next day it 
was killed at the same spot" (Brehnt). 

1lie venom of this viper is terribly potent. According to Russell, 
a largr? dog exhibited symptoms of poisoning five minutes after 
Iwiing bitttni. At the end of a quarter of an hour it lay down, uttering 
liHii trmding cries, began to breathe with difliculty and noisily, was 
MltPd with Rpasnm of the jaws and cramps, and died in frightful 
IgOny Wi,<^ tUiiU hall an hour after the wound was inflicted. Fowls 
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in most cases die in less than two minutes. A horse succumbed 
in half an hour, and another in eleven hours. 

It appears that iti India many cattle are killed by Daboias while 
grazing (Fai/rer). 



(b) Paeudooeraates. 

(Fig. 29.} 

This genua is represented by a single species (Pseudocerastes 
persicus), which appears to be exclusively confined to Persia. 

The head is very distinct from the neck, and covered with small 
imbricate scales ■ the eyes, which are small, have vertical pupils; 
they are separated from the lips by 
small scales. The nostrils are 
directed upwards and outwards. 
The snout is very short and rounded. 
The cylindrical body has '23 — '25 
rows of scales ; 151 — 156 ventrals ; 
43 — 4y Hubcaudals. 

The coloration is gray or brown, 
with fonr series of large black spots, 
and the head exhibits two lon^'itu- 
dinal black streaks behind the eyes. 
with black. 

Total leugthp 8U0 millimetres; tail IKK 



FiQ. T3,~ Pietidoecraitiis }if-rncu», 
(hitet iJunn'ril and HHimn.J 

Th« belly is whitish^ dotted 



(c) Ceraates. 

The vipers belonging to this genus aro much more common 
in North Africa, and we shall therefore wtudy thcni in conjunction 
with the African snakes. Ctrastea conintiiH alone, the speKial 
habitat of which is Kgypt, is somcitinieH uuL with in Arabia and 
on the eastern bank of the Hue/, Canal. 
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{li} Eohis. 

Eckis carina fun (the Phoorsal. (Fig. 30). — This viper is charac- 
terised by the stibcftudal shields being arranged in a single row. 
It is savage and very aggressive, being always ready to attack. Its 
length does not exceed (iOO miliitnetres at the most. The colour 
of the body is fjrey, more or lens dark and adorned witli streaks, 
spots, and dots of blackish-brown. The back displays yellowish- 



-A,* 



PlQ. %0,--Echiit cfjrinaiiti', (ndift, (After Sir Joseph Fayror.) 



white wavy lines, forming X-shaped markings. The upper side 
of the head exhibits a yellow spot surrounded by brown, and other 
small black spots, the whole arrangement forming a fairly good 
representation of a cross. 

This species is found in India, Persia, Baluchistan, Arabia, and 
Palestine; while, as we shall see, it also occurs in Africa. It is 
fairly eoniiuon in the environs of Aden. 
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In tuovinff over tbe ground a peculiar sound is produced by the 
friction of its scales. It is capable of springing with great agility 
a fairly long distance on to its prey. Wher* it believes itself iu 
danger it coils up, doubling its body twioe in the shape of a 
crescent, iu the middle of which it places its head, ready to 
strike. Its venom is very rapid in taking effect. 



2.— CROTALIN.E. 

(e) Ancistrodon. 

The snakes belonging to this genus of Croialime are found in 
Central and Eastern Asia, but three important species occur in the 
New World, in the United States and Central America. The head 
is covered with nine large symmetrical shields, hut the internasals 
and prffifrontals are sometimes broken np into scales. The body 
is cylindrical ; the tail rather short ; tbe subcaudal scales are 
arranged in one or two rows. 



A. acittm. — The snout of this snake is prolonged into an append- 
age directed forwards. The head-shields are finely granulate. Body 
scales arranged in '21 rows ; 162 — 16G ventrals ; -58 — GO subcaudals. 

Coloration brown on the hack, with blftckish-brown X^shaped 
spots ; head dark brown, yellow on the cheeks, with a black band 
running from the eye to the angle of the jaw; belly yellowish, 
spatted with brown, with a series of large black transverse blotches. 

Total length. l,.50O millimetres ; tail 200. 

Habitat: Upper Yaojf-tse, China. 

A. haiys. — Snout prolonged into an upturned appendage^ blunt 
at the tip ; 7^8 supralabial scales, the third of which forms part 
of the margin of the eye-; body scales in 23 rows ; 149 — 174 
ventrals ; 31—44 subcaiidals. 

Coloration yellowish, grey, red, or pale brown above, with darker 
spots or eross-bars. A black spot on the snout ; two black spots 
4 
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(The Cttrnwalla o( Ceylyn.) 
(Alt«r Sir Jwajjli Vttyttt.) 



on the vertex ; & dark, light-edj^ed bftad 
on the temple : belly whitish, more or 
less speckled with grey or browti. 

Total length. 490 millimetres : tail 05. 

Habitat : From the borders of the 
CaspJMi Sea and the Ural Biver to the 
Upper Yenisei ; Turkestan. 

A, intermeaius. — Besembles the fore- 
gomg very closely, but the snout is not 
turned up at the end. 

Total length, 750 millimetres; tail 85, 

Habitat : Central Asia, Eastern 
Siberia, Mongolia, and Japan. 

A. hfomhoj^i. —^'imihr to .4. luil^s^ 
but the snout is not turned up at the 
end, antl the body scales are in 21 rows ; 
137 — 16(5 ventral scales ; '29 — .S5 sub- 
caudaCs. 

Coloration very variable ; grey, hrown, 
or red above, with large black-edged spots 
arranged in pairs ; black, light-edged 
band on the temple ; upper lip uniformly 
yellow or red: belly yellow or reddish, 
more or lesH spotted with black, or almost 
entirely black. 

Total length, 720 milliinetres : tail 
100. 

Habitat : Eastern Siberia, Mongolia, 
China, Japiin, Hiam. 

A. Inimihtyauus — Snout scarcely 
turned up, with a hard tip ; 5 — 7 supra*^ 
labial fihields- Body scales in 21 {rarely 

2d} rows: H4 — !(>(> ventrals ; sub- 
candals in 35— i^l paii-s. 
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Coloration brown, with black spots or transverse bands ; black, 
light-edged band from the eye to the angle of the mouth ; belly 
dark brown, or more or less whitish. 

Total length, 590 millimetres ; tail 90. 

Habitat: Himalayas (5,000 to 10,000 feet), especially in the 
North-west ; Ehasi Hills. 

This snake feeds chiefly on mice. 

A. rhodostoma. — Snout pointed, somewhat turned up at the 
tip: 7 — 9 supralabial shields; body scales in '21 rows; 138 — 157 
ventrals ; 34 — 54 subcaudal pairs. 

Coloration reddish, grey, or pale brown above, with large 
angular, dark brown, black-edged spots arranged in pairs or alter- 
nating. Vertebral line almost black ; lips yellow, speckled with 
brown ; brown, black-edged band, running from the eye to the 
angle of the mouth. Belly yellowish, spotted with greyish -brovsTi. 

Total length, 810 millimetres ; tail 90. 

Habitat : Java. 

A. hypnale (fig. 31). — Snout more or less turned up, with 
a hard, pointed end ; 7 — 8 supralabial shields ; body .scales in 
17 rows ; 125 — 155 ventrals ; 28 — 45 subcaudal pairs. 

Coloration very variable ; brown, yellowish, or greyish above, 
sometimes with dark brown spots or transverse bands. Cheeks 
brown, with a longitudinal, white, black-edged streak on each side 
of the neck. J3elly.more or less speckled with dark brown. 

Total length, 480 miUimetres ; tail (55. 

Habitat : Ceylon, and Western Ghats of India as far north as 
Bombay. 

In Ceylon this snake is known as the Carawalla. It is much 
dreaded, but its bite is not rapidly fatal. 

(f) Laohesis. 

This genus has many representatives in Asia and the New 
World. The American species are for the most part of larger 
size and more formidable. 
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Tbey are characterised by a triangulfir bead, covered with small 
scales or small shields, and by a cybndrical or compressed body. 
The ABialic species have the subcaiidal scales in two rows and the 
tail short, and often prehensile, which enables them to climb trees 
or bushes, where they lie in wait for their prey. 

Their classiftcation in based upon the following characters : — 

A. First infralabinl scale in contact with its fellow. 

I. Scales in 21—25 (rtirely 27) row s ; 129—158 ventrals ; 21— 
57 subcaudals •. 5™9 series of scales between the supraocular 
shields; tail non -prehensile. 



l"if>, ;t3. — LmheJtU pkiTtateniis. (Alter G. A. BouJeoger, op. cit.} 



'h //. WtfrtitcoZa.— Supraocular sbieldB large, separated by 5 — 8 
imimU* ; mumi obtuse. 

(*itUntr brown or yellowish above, brown or pale yellow on the 
MfUrn, vtUh a brown temporal streak. Belly white, spotted with 

Tftiui Imtuih, 740 millimetres; tail 115. 

Uiihit,$t 'filMil. Himalayas (2,000 to 8,000 feet), Hills of Assam, 
lUtnuH, Mwltty JVnirmula. Singapore, Sumatra. 

Vi\ L. ukiuuufiH0nt <Jig. ;i2j.— Supraocular shields large, separ- 
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ated by a transverse series of it — 9 scales ; end of snout pointed 
and turned up. 

Colour brown above, with dark transverse bands and a light 
temporal streak. Belly brown, spotted with black, especialJy on 
the sides. 

Total length, 350 millimetres ; tail 60. 

Habitat : Okinawa, Loo Choo Islands, 

{3) L, strlgatus. — Supraocular shields small, sometimes broken 
up, separated by 8 — 11 convex scales in juxtaposition. 

Colour brown above, witti black spots often formmg a median 
zigzag band ; temporal band black ; belly whitish, spotted with 
grey or black ; end of tail yellow or reddish. 

Total length, 4B0 millimetres ; tail 55. 

Habitat : Hills near Bombay, Deccan, Anamallays and Nil- 
gherries. 

II. Scales in 27—37 rows; 174— 2:31 ventrala; o4— 90 sub- 
candals ; tail non-prehensUe. 

(4) L. Jiavoviridis. — Scales in 33 — 37 rows ; 222 — 231 ventrals; 
75 — ^90 subcEiadals ; 8—9 supralabials. 

Coloration pale brown or greenish-yellow above, marbled with 
black ; longitudinal black streaks symmetrically disposed on the 
head : belly yellow or greenish, with darker spots, 

Total length, 1,215 millimetres ; tail 220. 

Sabitat : Loo Choo Islands. 

This snake is not infrequently termed by naturalists Trimeres- 
urtis riukianus. 

(5) L. cantoris. — Scales in 27 — ^31 rows ; 174 — 184 ventrals ; 
55 — 76 subcaudals ; 13 supralabials. 

Coloration pale brown or dull green, with small black spots ; 
a whitish streak along the sides of the body ; belly white or 
greenish. 

Total length, 1,020 miUimetres ; tail 140. 

Habitat : Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 
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III. Scales in 21—27 rows; 160—218 venfcrals; 54— 9'2 sub 
L-audals ; taii not or scarcelif prehensile. 

{(}) L. jerdonii. — 7 — 9 scales in a line between the supraocular 
shields ; scales in 21 or '23 rows ; 164^188 ventrala ; 54 — 67 
gubcaudals, 

Coloration greenish-yellow or olive above, mixed with black, 
a dorsal series of reddish-brown transverse rhomboidal spots ; 
upper lip yellow, with one or two black spots : belly yellow, more 
or less nmrbled with black. 

Total length, 930 millimetres ; tail 145. 

Habitat : Assam, Tibet, Upper Yaiig-tse. 

(7) L. mucrosqiiamaius. — ^10 — 15 scales in a line between the 
supraocular abields ; scales in 2o — '27 rows ; 183 — 218 ventrals ; 
72 — 92 subcaudals. Colour brownish-grey above, with a series 
of large black median spots and smaller ones on the sides ; a black 
litreok from the eye to the angle of the mouth; belly brownish, 
' spotted with white. 

Total length, 1,050 millimetres ; tail -210. 
Habitat: Fonuosa, Assam. 

(8) L, lutcus.—\1 or 13 scales in a line between the supraocular 
fthjelds ; scales in 21^ — 25 rows ; 182 — 186 ventrals ; 72 — 74 sub- 
caudal t; ; supraocular shields large. 

Colour yellow above, with a series of dark rhomboidal spots, 
aod a dorsal, black-spotted zigzag band ; a black streak on each 
side of the head behind the eyes ; belly yellowish, spotted with grey. 

Total length, 945 inillimetreK ; tail 164. 

Habitat : Loo Choo Islands. 

(9) L. purpureomaculatus. — 12 — 15 scales in a hne between the 
hupraocular shields; scales in 25—27 rows; ventrals 160— 1B2; 
hubcaudals 55 — 76; supraocular shield very narrow, sometimes 

broken up. 

Coloration pui-plisb-black above, sometimes variegated with pale 
Kreeu ; flanks pale green ; belly olive cr ^greenish-white, uniform 
or HpoUed with black, Some specimens are entnely green. 
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Total length, 980 millimetres ; tail 150. 

Habitat : Himalayas, Bengal, Assam. Burnm, Malay Peninsula, 
Andatiian and Nicobar Islands, Pulo-Pinang, Sumatra. 

IV. Scales in 21 rows (rarely 
19 or 23) ; 7 — 13 series of scales 
between the supraoculars ; tail 
more or less prehensile. 

(10) L, gramhieUH (Syn, Tri- 
mtreaurus gramhteus. The Green 
Pit Viper).— 145 — 175 ventral 
scales ; 58 — 75 subcaudals ; snout 
slightly projecting ;. supraocular 
shield narrow. 

Colour bright green, rarely 
olive or yellowish, with or with- 
oat darker transverse bands ; end 
of tail yellow or red ; belly green, 
yellow, or white. 

Total length, 870 luillimetrea ; 
tail 150. 

Habitat ' South-eastern Asia, 
Darjeeling, Himalayas, Ganges 
Delta, Biam, Southern China, 
Hong Kong, Formosa, Java, 
Sumatra, Timor. 

(11) L. JlavomaculatHs (Hg. 
33).— 170 — 187 ventral scales ; 
53 — 73 subcaudals; snout pro- 
jecting, obliquely trtmcate ; supraocular shield narrow. 

Colour bright green or olive, sometimes barred with reddish- 
brown ; belly green, olive, or greenish-yellow ; end of tail sometimes 
red. 

Total length, 1,060 millimetres; tail IfiO. 

Habitat * Philippine lE^laods. 



.Xj 



Fig. 33.— LarJ»*sts Jlavomaculntfvt. 
(After G. A. Boulenger, op. cit.} 
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(12) L, sHmatranm. — 180 — 191 ventral scales; 58 — 82 sub- 
cEiudalB ; supraocular shield large. 

Coloration bright green, with or without black transverse 
bands; yellowieh band on each side; belly yellow or green, with 
or without black speckles : end of tail red. 

Total length, 1.100 millimetres ; tail IHO. 

Habitat : Sififfapore, 8umatra, Borneo, Palawan. 

(13) L, a?nim(i!lensig. — 138 — 15H ventral scales; 44—58 aub- 
caudals. 

Colour {»refin, olis'e, yellowish, or reddish-brown ; a black 
temporal band ; belly pale green, olive, or yellow ; tail usually 
black and yellow. 

Total lengtli. 780 millimetres; tail 110. 

Habitat : Anainallay and Nilgherry Hills, South India. 

(14) L, trigotwcfphalus.^^ca.\eB in 17 — 19 rows, 145 — 170 
ventrals ; 53 — 67 subcaudals. 

Coloration green, with or without black transverBe bands or 
spots ; a black temporal streak ; belly f^reen or yellow ; end of tail 
usually black. 

Total length, 790 millimetres ; tail 130. 

Habitat: Ceylon. 

(15) i>. nuicrolepis. — Scales in 1;^ — 15 rows ; 134 — 143 ventrals ; 
48 — 56 subcaudals. 

Colour bright green or olive ; belly pale green. 

Total leneth. 080 millimetres ; tail 120, 

Habitat : Southern India. 

B. First lower labial shield divided ; the portion separated oflf 
forms a pair of small supplementary dental shields ; 144 — 176 
ventral scales i 38 — 57 subcaudals ; tail prehensile. 

(16) L. pntncem. — Scales in til — 23 rows ; 12—14 series of 
scales between the supraoculai* shields. 

Colour grey, brown, or red ; belly spotted with brown ; end of 
tail red. 

Total length, (j40 millimetres ; tail 90. 
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Habitat : Samatra, Java, Borneo. Natuna Islanils. 

(17) L. bornfensis. — Scales in 19 — 21 rows; 10 — 11 series of 
scales between the supraocular shields : 15'i — 168 ventrals ; 43 — Cut 
snbcandals. 

Total length, 770 millimetres ; tail 105. 

Habitat : Borneo, Sumatra. 

C. (18) L. wagleri. — Scales in 19 — '27 rows, 127 — 154 ventrals ; 
45 — 55 subcaudals ; tail prehensik. 

Colour green, with darker or lighter markings, black and yellow. 
or nearly entirely black. 

Total length, 980 millimetres ; tail 150. 

Habitat: Malay Peninsula and Archipelago. 

C— AFRICA. 

In Africa, poisonous snakes abound throughout the whole of i\\v 
tropical and sub-tropical zones. The fatal accidents to human 
beings caused by them in this continent arc fewer than in India, 
since the population of Africa is less dense, hut siweral species 
occur, the venom of which is especially dangerous to life. 

These species belong in nearly equal nuinlxus to the Families 

COLUBRID^ and ViPERIDyK. 

I. — COLUMRIIXK. 

The poisonous Colubuid.i: of Africa are all inchulcd in the 
Subfamily Elapincc, of which the following are the eight principal 
genera : — 

(a) Boulcngerina. 

(b) Elapechis. 

(c) Naja. 

(d) Sepcdon. 

(e) Aspidelaps. 

(f) Walter inncHia. 

(g) Homurelapa. 
(h) Dendruspis. 
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(a) Boulengerina. 

A small snake 240 millimetres in length, the principal characters 
of which are as follows : — 

Maxillary bones equal to the palatines in length, with a pair of 
relatively large poison-fangs, followed by three or four small teeth. 

Head hardly distinct from the neck. Eye small, with round 
pupil ; nostril between two nasal shields. Body cylindrical ; scales 
smooth, in 21 rows ; ventrals rounded. Tail moderate ; subcaudal 
scales in 2 rows. 

The only known species, B. stormsi, is brown, with black 
transverse bars on the neck ; tail black ; belly white in front, 
brown behind, with a black border to the scales. 

It is found m the region of Lake Tanganyika. 



(b) Elapechis. 

This genus is characterised by the size of the maxillary bones, 
which is equal to that of the palatines ; a pair of large poison-fangs 
followed by two to four small teeth ; head not distinct from the 
neck ; eye small with round pupil ; nostril between two nasal 
shields. Body cylindrical; scales oblique, smooth, in I'd or 15 
rows ; ventrals rounded. Tail very short, subcaudal shields in 2 
rows. 

Six species are known : — 

(1) E. guentheri. — Scales in 13 rows. Snout short, rounded ; first 
lower labial shield in contact witli its neighbour behind the 
symphysis. Internasal shorter tlian the pra?frontals ; length of 
frontal three-fourths of that of the parietals. 

Coloration whitish or grey above, with black, white-edged cross- 
bands. Belly dirty white, brownish, or grey. 
Total length, 520 millimetres ; tail 50. 
Habitat : Gaboon, Congo, Angola, Central Africa. 

(2) E. niger. — Snout and arrangement of scales as before. 
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Incema.^ shields three-fourths of the leniirth of the pnefrvHit«Is : 
frontal r-x-^ihirds of the len^ib of the parietals. 

Cvl:ar. black all over. 

Totil leagih. 4*2i!> millimetres : tail 30. 

H'lbit'it : Zanzibar. 

'■it E. h'isf.*ii. — Snoat as in foregoing. Symphysial shield of the 
lower lip in contact with the anterior chin shields. 

Coloar i.Tey. with black cross-bars: a series of black spots on 
the sides, between the bars: large black blotch on nape: l>elly 
white 

Total length. 160 millimetres : tail 1*2. 

Habitat : Congo. 

t4' E. d^cosferi. — Snout obtusely pointed. 

Colour, dark grey, each scale edged with black ; belly white. 

Total length, 380 millimetres : tail 88. 

Habitat : Delagoa Bay. 

(5i E. sundevallii. — Snout obtusely pointed. 

Colour reddish-brown, with yellow transverse biinds, the scales 
in which are edged with reddish-brown ; upper lip and belly yellow. 

Total length, 510 millimetres ; tail 43. 

Habitat : Caffraria. 

(G) E. boulengeri. — Scales in 15 rows. 

Colour black on the back, with narrow white transverse bands : 
head white, with a black streak along the parietal suture ; Mly 
blackish-grey. 

Total length, 170 millimetres ; tail 14. 

Habitat : Zambesi. 

(c) Naja. 

(For the characters of this genus, sec Asia, p. H-'^.t 

Six species of ^naja are found in Africa : — 

(1) N. haje or haie. — Scales in '21 — 23 rows on the neck, which 
is dilatable, although slightly less so than that of N. tripmliamt, 
the Cobra-di-Capello of India. 
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Six or seven large supralabial Bhields, sixth or seventh in con- 
tact with the lower postocular^ Eyes separated from the labial 
shields by the auboculars. 191 — 214 ventral scales ; 5S — Ij4 sub- 
candaU. 

Colour yellowish, olive, or uniform black ; belly yellowish ; black 
or brown band on the neck ; head sometimes blackish. 

Total leuKth, 1.180 millimefcres ; tail 290. 

Habitat : Borders of the Sahara, Egypt, Southern Palestine, 
East Africa as far south as Mozambique. 



Naja haje (the Egyptian Cobra) is common throughout the Nile 
Basin, the Sudan and Central Africa. Livingstone mentions it 
several times. In Egypt it is met with in the vicinity of ruined 
monuments, under the large blocks of stone or among brushwood. 

The Egyptians are greatly in dread of it, and hunt it down as 
often as possible. When pursued, N. haje turns bravely and faces 
its adversary, raising itself upon its tail, puffing out its neck and 
hissing fiercely. If too hard pressed it strikes at its enemy. 

"A friend of mine," writes Anderson, "had great difficulty in 
escaping from one of these snakes. While botanising one day a 
Naja passed quite close to him. My friend darted backwards with 
all speed, but the Naja pursued and was about to attack him, when 
he stumbled against an ant-hill and fell flat on his back. This, no 
doubt, frightened the snake, which disappeared in a twinkling." 

Another case of the same kind is narrated by Waller, who 
writes: "A yoimg girl met with her death in a truly dramatic 
fashion. She was walking behind some porters on a narrow path, 
when suddenly an Aspic came out of a thick bush, attacked and bit 
her in the thigh ; in spite of all efforts to save her the unfortunate 
girl died in less than ten minutes." This instance, which is abso- 
lutely authentic, proves the truth of the statements made by various 
travellers. Natives assert that a full grown Naja invariably pursues 
either a man or an animal, however large, when either passes 
within its range (Brebm). 
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Snake-charmers f of whom there are many in Egypt p always 
employ Naja haje for their performances. They know how to 
capture it, and tear out its fangs by making it bite a bmidle of rags. 

This gpecies rarely lives more than uix or eight months in 
captivity, and is quite untamahle. It is fond of bathing, and 
remains in the water for hours together. 

*' The Ancient Egyptians," write Dumcril and Bibron,^ " are 
known to have worshipped the Naja, which they regarded as the 
protector of their crops. Tliey allowed it to live and multiply 
among the cultivated lands, which they apparently entrusted to 
the cure of their tutelary guardian, recogtiising that this snake freed 
thera from the ravages of the rats, the immense number of which 
otherwise caused terrible destruction and even actual famine. It was, 
therefore, from motives of gratitude that the Egyptian Cobra was 
venerated in this way ; that its image was hung up in the temples ; 
that its skin was embalmed ; and that its effigy, so easy to recognise 
and to reproduce roughly, was graven or sculptured on the stones 
ot their monuments. This is the explanation of the fact that paint- 
ings representing N. haje are freqnently reproduced in hieroglyphics 
and on Egyptian sarcophagi." 

The Naja was the tutelary deity of tlie temples, whose duty was 
to prevent the profane from entering. Tims, in one of the crypts 
of Denderiih vve find represented Serpeiit-f/enie, figures with a head 
like that of a Naju supported by the body of a man, with the hands 
armed with enormous cutlasses tMariette, Denderah, p. ^Jl, 1B75), 

(2) N, Jlava, — Same arrangement of scales. Neck dilatable. 
200 — 227 ventrats ; 50—67 subcaudals. 

Colour very variable, yellowish, reddish, brown, or black, uniform 
or with light spots ; soriietimes a black transvei'se band on the neck. 

T<ital length, 1^470 millimetres ; tail 230. 

Habitat: Houth Africa, 

I Erp&Mogie ff^t^rah, t. vii. 
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(3) N. melanoleuca. — Coloration very variable. Sides of the 
head yellow or whitish ; labial shields tinged with black on the 
posterior edge. 

Total length, 2,400 millimetres ; tail 400. 
Habitat : Tropical Africa. 

(4) N. nigricoUia. — Third supralabial shield the deepest, sixth 
and Hftventh not in contact with the postocniars ; 183 — 228 ventral 
HcaU;H ; 55 — 68 subcaudals. 

('(jloration very variable ; lower surface of the neck with a black 
tranHVorse bar. 

Total length, 2,000 millimetres; tail 300. 

Uahitat : From Senegambia and Upper Egypt to Angola and 
i\u: TruMKvaal. 

if}) N. anchietee. — Scales in 17 rows on the neck and on the 
iKxly ; IHl 192 ventrals ; 52 — 62 subcaudals. 

(UAonr blackish or brown above; end of snout and cheeks 
ydlow ; b'slly ytillow or pale brown, with or without black cross-bar 
HtKif.r tin? n(;(;k. 

Total liMigtli, 1,800 miUimetres; tail 840. 

Ihihilai : Angola and Ovamboland. 

<6) M. (fitldii. — Kyes large, two-thirds the length of the snout 
in iwltiltM. ScalcH in 15 rows on the neck and on the body; 
r.M V.)U \ruU'i\\H \ 88 subcaudals. 

Colour l>la<;k, uniforni, or with transverse series of small whitish 
hpoU , rlji^irkn and (aid of snout white, with a black border at the 
niaiv.iM of i\u'. hWu'VW ', belly white in front, black behind; sub- 
raii'iul hciili's hhu'.k. 

TmIiiI l«-ngl.h, 1,750 niillinietres. 

Ihihitiil : Low<'r NigiT. 

((]) Sepedon. 

M.tMlliuy boiH's projt'fting considerably beyond the palatines, 
Willi 11 piiir (»!' l!iij.v* poison-fangs ; no other maxillary teeth. Head 
no! (liMtwirL fiuni n«'(k ; ryrs of inoderatt? size, with round pupils; 
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nostril between two nasal shields and an internasal. Body cylin- 
drical ; scales oblique, keeled, in 19 rows ; ventrals rounded. Tail 
moderate ; subcaudal scales in 2 rows. 

S. hamachates (The Spitting Snake, or Ring Hals Slang). — This 
snake, which is about 700 millimetres in length, is of a bluish- 
brown colour, with numerous narrow, undulating and denticulate 
cross-bands of yellow or yellowish-white. The throat is black or 
dark red ; the belly grey. 

It is met with throughout West, East, and South Africa, as far 
as the Cape of Good Hope, where it is very common. It lives 
among bushes in sandy places, where the ground is full of the holes 
of rats, moles, and small rodents, upon which it feeds. It is very 
active and exhibits great ferocity. 

Natives at the Cape declare that this snake is able to project its 
venom to a distance of more than a yard, especially if the wind is 
blowing in the same direction, and that, if the poison happens to 
enter the eye, the inflammation that results therefrom often leads 
to loss of sight (Smith). 

As to this, a very definite statement is given by Bavay,* on the 
authority of Le Naour : — 

" While hunting in Dahomey," wrote Le Naour to Bavay, 
" I thrice met with the snake called the Spitter. On two occa- 
sions my dog was struck in both eyes by the liquid projected 
by the reptile. Immediately (less than two miimtes afterwards), 
symptoms of conjunctivitis manifested tliemselves, with consider- 
able swelling of the pupils; the conjunctivitis seemed as though 
it were going to be very serious, and yielded only after twelve 



' " Le serpent cracheur <le la cote oecidentale d'.Vfriijue," Sorii-te Zool. 
de France, 189.5, p. 210. IJavay thinks that the Spitting Snake is a Naja Jiajc, 
but the description that he gives of the head of the reptile, which was sent 
to him by Le Naour, certainly agrees with the characters of Scpcdon. Moreover. 
I have satisfied myself that tlie many s[)eciniens of Saja hajr that T have kept 
in captivity in my laboratory never possessed the faculty of spitting tlieir poison 
to a distance. 
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days' treatment with boracic lotion, aided by a few cauterisations 
with sulplmte of copper. 

"' During my sojourn at Porto-Novo, a store-keeper at the Dogba 
trading Btation was a victim of the Spitter. WliiJe working at his 
store he received in his eye a jet of liquid, which produced violent 
conjunctivitis." 

(e) Aspidelaps. 

Maxillary bones extending forwards beyond the palatines, as in 
Sepedofif with a pair of lar^^e poison-fangs ; no other maxillary 
teeth. Head slightly distinct from the neck. Eyes of moderate 
size, with round or vertically elHptic pupils. liostral shield very 
large, detached on the sides. Body cylindrical ; scales oblique, 
Bmooth or keeled, in 19 — 23 rows ; veutrale rounded. Tail short, 
obtuse ; subcaudal scales in 2 rows. 

(1) A. luhricus. — 146—167 ventral scales; 20 — 28 subcaudals. 
Colour orange or red, with black rings ; a black bar below the 

eyes ; upper surface of bead sometimes entirely black. 
Total length, 590 millimetres ; tail -55. 
Hahiiat .' Cape Colony and Namaqualand. 

(2) A, scutatus (Fula-fula of Mozambique).— 115 — 135 veutrals ; 
24 — 38 subcaudals. 

Colour pale grey, with black spots or cross-bars, and a black 
mark eliaped like a circumflex accent on the head. A black collar 
encircling the neck, and a black vertical streak below the eye. 
Belly whitish. 

The total length may be as much as 5^0 ruillimetres. 

Sabitat : Natal, Delagoa Bay, Mozambique. 



(f) Waltepinneaia. 

Maxillary bonee prolonged forwards beyond the palatines, with 
a pair of large poison-fangs; no other maxillary teeth. Head 
distinct from the neck ; eyes rather small, with round pupils ; 
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loiig tooth at the end of each ramus of the mandible. Head 
narrow, elongate ; eye moderate,, with round pupil : nostril hetween 
two shields. Body slightly compressed ; scales smooth, narrow, 
very oblique, in 13 — 23 rows ; ventrals rounded. Tail long ; sub- 
caudals in 2 rows. 

(1) D. rlridis. — '211—225 ventral scales ; 107—119 aubcaudals. 
Colour uniform olive-green. Shields on the head edged with 

black ; Ijps yellow ; belly and tail yellow, with scales and shields 
bordered with black. 

Total length, 1,830 milh'nietres ; tail 4()0. 

Habitat : West Africa, from the Senegal to the Niger ; St. 
Thome Island. 

(2) D. jatnesonii. — Coloration as before. Scales in 15 — 19 rows 
(19—21 on the neck): 210—236 ventrals; ^^9— 121 subcaudals. 
Tail sometimes black. 

Total length, 2,100 milhraetres : tail 560, 

Habitat : West Africa, froni the Niger to Angola ; Central 
Africa. 

(3) I). tiJigusticeps (The Maniba). — 202 — 270 ventral scales; 
tl9 — 121 subcaudals. 

Colour green, olive, or blackish, uniform; belly yellowish or pale 
green ; caudal scales and shields not bordered with black. 

Total length, 2,000 millimetres ; tail 430. 

Haliitat : West Africa, south of the Congo ; Central Africa, 
East Africa, Transvaal, Natal. 

(4) />, antincfrii. — Scales in 21 — 23 rows ; 248 ventrals ; 117 
BubcaudaJB. Colour olive on the back, yellowish on the belly. 

Total length, 2,690 millimetres ; tail 545. 
Habitat : Abyssinia. 

II.^VIPERID.E. 



The African Vipend(e all belong to the Sublaruily Vipenna, of 
which the following are the seven principal genera : — 
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(a) Causus. 

(b) Vipera. 

(c) Bitis. 

(d) Cerastes. 

(e) Echis. 

(f) Atheris. 

(g) Atractaspis. 



(a) Causus. 

(Fig. 35.) 

Head distinct from the neck, covered witli symmetrical shields ; 
nostril between two nasal shields, and the internasal ; eyes 
moderate, with round pupils, separated from the lips by subocular 
shields. Body cylindrical ; scales smooth or keeled, oblique on 
the sides, in 15 — 2'2 rows; ventral scales rounded. Tail short; 
sobcaudals in 2 rows or single. 

Four species : — 

(1) C. rhomheatus. — Snout obtuse, moderately prominent. 
Scales in 17 — 21 rows; 120 — looventrals; 15 — 29 subcaudals. 

Colour olive or pale brown, usually with a series of V-shaped 
brown spots bordered with white, and a large spot in the form 
of a circumflex accent at the back of the head : lips bordered with 
black ; belly yellowish or grey. 

Total length, 700 millimetres ; tail 75. 

Habitat : Tropical and South Africa, from the (4ambia to the 
Cape. 

(2) C. resimus. — Snout prominent, more or loss turned up; 
scales in 10 — 22 rows ; 134 — 152 ventrals ; 1 7 — 25 subcaudals. 

Colour greyish-olive on the back ; uniform white on the belly. 
Total length, 470 millimetres ; tail 40. 
Habitat : Central and East Africa, Angola. 

(3) C. deJiUpii.—'i^noni prominent, more or less turned up. 
Scales in 17 rows; 118—125 ventrals; 10—18 subcaudals. 
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(b) Yipera. 

(For the characters of this genus, see p. 23, — Earope.) 

In North Africa are found Vipera latastii, V. ammodytes, ami 
especially V. lehetina, the range of which extends from Morocco to 
Xorthem India. Vipera superciliaris. which occurs on the coast 
of Mozamhique, has the snout rounded, and the head covered with 
small, imbricate, keeled scales, with a large supraocular shield ; 
nostril very large, between two nasal shields ; scales on the body 
strongly keeled, in 27 rows ; 14*2 ventrals ; 40 subcaudals. 

The colour is pale reddish-brown or orange, with blackish trans- 
verse bars broken by a longitudinal yellow band on each side ; the 
belly is white, spotted with black. 

Total length, 570 millimetres; tail 77. 

(c) Bitis. 

(Pig. 30.) 

The Viperichc belonging to this genus have the head very 
distinct from the neck, covered with small itnbricate scales : the 
eyes rather small, with vertical pupils, separated from the lips 
by small scales ; the nostrils directed upwards and outwards, 
usually pierced in a single nasal shield, with a rather deep pit 
above, closed by a valvular supranasal. The postfrontal bones 
are very large, in contact with the ectopterygoids. Scales keeled, 
with apical pits, in '22 — 41 rows ; vontrals rounded. Tail very 
shorl ; subcaudal scales in 2 rows. 

(1) B. arietans (the PulY Adder ; fig, 87). — This viper has 
the nostrils on the upper surface of the snout, and two series of 
scales between the supranasal shields; 12- 1(5 snpralabials ; M — 5 
lower labials. The scales on the hcnly are in 21)— 41 rows, and 
strongly keeled ; ventrals VM — 14r) ; subcaudals 1(5 — 'M. 

The body is thick, the head large and triangular, and the tail 
very short. The colour is dirty yellow or orange, with large, 
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body becomes twice tbe ordinary size. It then doubles back its 
head and neck in the shape of an S, and emits a loud and 
prolonged hiss. Before biting, it first strikes a blow with its bead 




Fio, 37.— Dtiiji atietana (tha Puff Adder). (After DunnJrU tad Bibron. 

m with a battering-rauj, thus justifying its Frencli name, vipere 
hcurtante (Striking Viper). 

The natives of South Africa assert that this Viper is able to 
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spring high enough to strike a rider on horseback. It feeds upon 
rats and mice, in search of which it often approaches habitations. 

The Hotteutotg hunt it iji order to obtain its venom ; they 
pound its head between stones, and mix the pulp with the juice 
of certain plants^ for the purpose of poisoning their arrows. 

It lives for a fairly long time in captivity. At the Pasteur 
Institute at Lille I have succeeded in keeping one of these snakes 
for two years, feeding it by forcing milk and eggs down its throat. 

(2) B. peringueyi. — Nostrils opeaing upwards and outwards. 
Head covered with small, strongly keeled scales, which are smallest 
on the vertex ; 11 scales round the eye; 3 series of scales between 
the eye and the lip; 11 — 14 supralabials. Scales on the body 
in 25 — 27 rows, strongly keeled; 130 — 132 ventrals ; 19 — 2B sub- 
caudals. 

Colour greyish-olive, with 3 longitudinal series of grey or 
blackish spots ; head sometimes with a trident-shaped dark mark, 
followed by a cross ; under surface whitish, with small dark spots. 

Total length, 325 niilli metres ; tail 26. 

Habitat : Angola and Damaralaud. 

(3) B. atropos. — Nostrils opening upwards and outwards, 13 — lli 
scales round the eye ; 2—5 aeries of scales between the supra- 
nasalfi ; 10 — 12 supralabials ; 3 — 4 infralabials. Scales on the body 
in 29—31 rows, all strongly keeled; 124 — 145 ventrals ; 18—29 
subcaudals. 

Colour brown or grey-brown, with 4 longitudinal series of dark 

spots, edged with black and white ; two large black marks on the 

head ; belly grey or brown, with darker spots. 

Total length, H50 millimetres; tail 25. 

Haiiiat Cape of Good Hope. 

(4J B. int/rnata^ — Ey^s smaller than in B. atropos, and separated 

tom tbe lips by 4 series of scales ; supraorbital region raised, 

fc«kvitkoat erect horn-like scales ; 15—17 scales across the head; 

n II ■MiWtiiitiT 3 lower labials, f^cales on the body in 27—29 

iMM.^ WM; 136—140 ventmls; 19— 2U subcaudals. 
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FiO. 38. — Bitis conmta. 
(Afttir Dum^'ril and Blbruu.} 



Total length, 350 millimetres ; tail 30. 

Habitat: Cape of Good Hope. 

(5) B. cornuta (fig, 38). — NoBtrils opeuing upwards and out- 
wards. Head covered with small, imbricate, strongly keeled scales ; 
2^-5 raised scales, like horns, above each eye ; 1-2 — 14 scales round 
the eye ; 1*2-^15 supralabials ; *2— 3 infralabials. Scales on the body 
keeled, in 25—29 rows; 120—1.52 
ventrals ; 18—36 subcaudals. 

Colour grey or reddish -brown, 
with black spots, edged with white 
and arranged in 3 or 4 longitudina 
series ; a dark, oblique streak from 
the eye to the mouth ; belly yellow 
or brown, uniform or spotted. 

Total length, 510 millimetres ; 
tail 35. 

Habitat : Cape Colony, Naraaqualand, Damaraland, 

((>) B* caudalls. — Nostrils opening upwards and outwards. 
12 — 16 scales from oq© eye to the other across the head ; above 
each eye a single, erect, horn-like scale ; 10 — 16 scales round the 
eye ; 10^13 supralabials ; 2 — 3 infralabials. Scales on the body 
in 22 — 29 rows, strongly keeled; 112 — 1.53 ventrals; 18 — 33 sub- 
caudals. 

Colour reddish or sandy -grey, with 2 series of brown spots with 
light centres, and frequently a vertebral series of narrow spots ; 
belly dull yellow, uniform, or with small black spots on the sides. 

Total length, 3G0 millimetres ; tail 25. 

Habitat : South-west Africa, from Angola to Namaqualand. 

(7) B, gabonica (Gaboon Viper, or River Jack Viper). — Nostrils 
directed upwards and outwards. Head covered with smalU 
moderately keeled scales, smallest on the vertex, 13 — 16 from eye 
to eye ; 15^19 scales round the eye ; a pair of erectile, triangular, 
nasal " horns/' consisting of sometimes tricuspid shields, between 
the Bupranasals ; 13 — 10 supralabials ; 4—5 infralabials. Scales 
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on the body in 33 — 41 rows, strongly keeled ; lateral scales slightly 
oblique ; I'JtD — 140 ventrals ; 17 — 38 subcaudals. 

This viper, which often attains a length of 1,2CK> millimetres, is 
brown, with a vertebral series of quadrangnlar, yellowish, ur light 
brown spots connected by black markings ; the belly is dull yellow, 
with small brown or blackish spots. 

Hahitat: Tropical Africa (West Africa, from Liberia to Dainara- 
huid ; Zanzibar, Mozambique). 

This species, which is nocturnal, is often met with on the 
Gaboon, and in the forests near the bankfi of the Ogowai. Its 
head is enormotis, triangular in shape, and wider above; it has 
a bulky body, and a very short tail, terminating abruptly in a 
point. 

The Gaboon Viper is a savage snake, with very active venow, 
and its poison-glands are of the siase of large almonds. It lives 
in virgin forests, among dead wood and rocks. I have several 
timCM met with it in manioc plantations on the edge (;f the woods. 
In broad daylight it is 8luggii?h, moves eomewhat slowly, and never 
attack** man. It bites only when surprised. 

(H) B, nasicornis (fig. 39). 
— Nostrils opening upwards 
and outwards. Head covered 
with small strongly keeled 
scales, smaller on the vertex, 
14 — 1() from one eye to the 
other [ '2 or 3 pairs of com- 
pressed, erectile, horn - like 
shields between the supra- 
nasals, usually separated in 
the middle by 1 or *2 series of 
Bmall scales ; 15—18 supra- 
ilMnli; -I— tt infrnlabiulH. Scales on the body in H5 — 41 rows, 
utrtiMgly kfch'd , 1"J4 lid ventrals ; 16 — 32 subcaudals. 

t'otoui purple? or riHlilixh-brown above^ with pale olive or dark 



Flu. JKJ. llitt* iitiMntntx, 
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brown* spots * a vertebral series of brown, black -edged spots, which 
asBtime a rhomboidal fonu ; sides of head dark brown > with a 
triangalar light mark in front of the eye. and ati oblique light 
streak from behind the eye to the niontb ; belly pale olive» spotted 
with black or yellow. 

Total length, 1. '250 millimetres; tail 1*25. 

Habitat : West Africa, from Liberia to the Gaboon. 





(d) Cerastes. 

Head very distinct from the neck, covered with small juxta- 
posed or slightly imbricate scales ; eyes small, with vertical pupils, 
separated from the lips by small scales; nostrils opening upwards 
imd outwards. Body cylindrical ; scales keeled, with apical pits^ 
in 23—35 rows. Tail short ; subcaudals in 2 rows, 

(1) C. cornuttis (fig. 40). — Snout very short and broad ; two 
erectile bonis above the eyes, which are separated by 15 — '21 scales 
and surrounded by 14 — IH ; 4 — 5 series 

of scales between the eyes and the lips ; 
12 — 15 supralabials ; 3 infralabials : 
scales on the body in 27 — 35 rows ; 
130 — 165 ventrals; 25 — i2 subcaudals. 

Colour yellowish-brown or grey, 
with or without brown spots, forming 
1 — ti regular series, the two middle ones 
metimes fonumg cross-bars ; an ob- 
ique dark streak behind the eye; belly white; end of tail some- 
times black. 

Total length, 720 iiiillimetres; tail 90. 

Habitat : Noithern border of the Sahara, Egypt, Nubia, Arabia, 
and Botttbern Palestine, 

(2) C t)i/jerfl.— Snout very short and broad : head covered with 
small, tubercuhirly keeled scales, to the number of — 13 fitim eye 
to eye ; no ''horns"; 9^14 scales round the eye; nostril between 



'<fe3i:i«' 



Fig. lu.~Ctv<n(« o,»rnti(iu, 
{After Dum^ril atid Bibron.) 
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two small shieldSf separated from their neigliboiirs by 5 — series 
of scales ; 10 — 1"2 supralabials ; '3 mfralabials. Scales on the body 
in 23 — 27 rows ; 102^ — 1*22 ventmla^ rather strongly keeled at the 
sides ; 18 — ^26 subcaudals. Colour dull yellow, pale brown or red- 
dish, with or without black spots ; end of tail often black above ; 
ventral surface white. 

Total length, 340 laillimetreB ; tail 30. 

Habitat: Northern border of the Sahara, from Algeria to Egj^-pt. 

The snakes belonging to this genus live constantly hidden in the 
sand, lying in wait for small birds, which alight beside theiu with- 
out suspicion, mistaking their horns for insects or larv© ; they also 
feed upon mice. Their poison-fangs are of relatively large size. 

These small and exceedingly active vipers, whose colour har- 
monises marvellously with their surroundings, are very dangerous 
to the Arabs and blacks, who walk barefooted ; they frequpntly 
cause fatal accidents. 

They are able to exist for a very long time without drinking. 
They are attracted by the fires which are lighted at night round 
caravan encampments. 

(e) Echis. 

(Boo Kbis,, p. 48.) 

(1) E. carinatus (Efa, Viper of the Pyramids).^ — The same as 
met with in Persia. Arabia, and India. Very eonnnon in the 
environs of Cairo, and throughout Egypt and Abyssinia. It often 
makes its way into towns and villages. Brehm records that be 
more than once found an E/a in hie house at Khartomn, and that 
on one occasion he discovered one of these vipers coiled up beneath 
the covering of his bed. At anotVier time, getting up in the night, 
he put bis foot on one of these animals and was not bitten, the 
reptile being very fortunately just at that moment in the act of 
devouring a tame bird which it had seized. 

It hardly ever happens that a native of Egypt can bring 
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himself to destroy an £/«, of which he has the greatest dread. 
If, as often occurs, he finds one of these reptiles in his house, he 
addresses himself to the Hani or jugglet-j, in order that, by his 
luagic art, he may expel the dangerous visitor. From this custom 
the juggler evidently derives no Gioall advantage, for, as is only 
right, he does not ply his craft for nothing. In many cases, 
indeed, the juggler releases a snake in a house, and then goes and 
informs the owner that he knows that a reptile is concealed in hie 
dwelling, and that, in consideration of a stipulated reward, he will 
rid him of it (Brehm). 



FiG. il.—Echis coioratits. (After G. A. Boulanger, opcit.) 



(2) E. coloratus (fig, 41). — Scales on the snout and vertex 
convex, smooth or bhintl}' keeled, 13 — 15 from eye to eye ; no 
supraocular shield ; 17—22 scales round the eye ; 12 — 15 supra- 
labials; scales on the body in 31 — 35 rows; 174 — 205 ventrals ; 
42—52 subcaudals. No cruciform mark on the head. 

Total lenffth, 750 millimetres ; tail BO. 

Habitat : Palestine, Arabia, Hocotra. 
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(f) Atheris. 

Head very distinct from neck, covered with imbricate scales ; 
eyes large, with vertical pupils, usually separated from the labial 
shields by small scales ; nostrils lateral. Body slightly compressed ; 
scales keeled, with apical, pits. Tail moderate, prehensile ; sub- 
caudal scales in a single row. 

(1) A. chlorechis. — No supraciliary horn -like scales; — 11 scales 
from ej'e to eye ; 25 — 36 rows of scales in the middle of the body, 
strongly keeled ; 154—105 ventrals ; 53 — G2 subcaudals. 

Colour green, uniform or with small yellow spots ; end of tail 
yellowish or blackish. 

Total length, 520 millimetres; tail 85. 

Habitat : West Africa, from Liberia to the Ogowai. 

(2) A. squamiger. — No supraciliary horn-like scales ; 7 — 8 scales 
from eve to eye ; 15 — 25 rows of scales in the middle of the body, 
strongly keeled ; 153 — 173 ventrals ; 51 — 95 subcaudals. 

Colour olive, Uniform or with more or less regular, narrow 
voUow cross-bands, or yellow with green spots; belly pale olive, 
uuirhlod with black or yellow, or uniform yellow. 

'I\»tal length, 550 millimetres ; tail 100. 

Habitat : West Africa, from the Cameroons to Angola. 

(Ji) A.crratophorun. — Several erect, supraciliary horn-like scales; 
\i 10 uoalos from eye to eye ; 25 rows of scales in the middle of 
Iho biHlv . strongly keeled ; 142 ventrals ; 55 subcaudals. 

V\»K»ur tlark olive, with black spots forming cross-bands; belly 
\^k\y^ v»Uvo. »|)orkIod with black. 

Ti.Ul U'W^th, 210 millimetres ; tail 05. 

Nutntxit : Kast Africa. 

(g) Atraotaspis. 

(Pig. 42.) 

I ti... ;^*'»»u>i u characterised by enormous poison-fangs, a few 
. . . , h u ?Uo >K^hau\os. and none on the pterygoids. The mandible, 
., '..> t. . . ovU^»uuK»u* i» front, has only two or three small teeth in 
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the middle of the deiitarj bone. He&d small, not distinct f mm the 
iteck, covered with l&rge gym metrical shields ; nostril between 
two nasal shields ; eyes minute, with round pupils ; positron tal 
bone absenL Body eyhndrical ; scales smooth, in 17 — 37 rows: 
ventrals rounded. Tail short ; subeaudals in 1 or '2 rows. 

(1) .4. hildebnindtiL — Six snpralabials ; no praeocular shields ; 
frontal shorter than the parietals; scales on the body in 17 rows; 
ventrals 167 — ^174. 

Colour uniform 
dark brown. 

Total length, 450 
millimetres ; tail 53. 

Habitat : East 
Africa. 

(2) A. congka. — 
Five supnilabials, of 
which the fourth is 
the larger ; postocii- 
lar in contact with a, 
large temporal ; one 
praeocular ; frontal 
as long as or slightly 
shorter than the 
parietals. Scales on 
the body in ID— '21 
rows ; '209 — '230 veji- 
trals ; 19 — '23 sub-caudals. 

Colour uniform dark brown or black. 
Total length, 450 millimetres ; tail 35. 
Habitat : Congo, Angola. 

(3) A. irrcgtihiirii!!, — Characters as l>efure. but wcales on the 
body in 25 — 27 rows ; 220—257 ventrals , suhcaudala 22 — 28 pairs. 

Colour uniform black or dark brown. 
Total length, 5<J0 mitlimetres; tail 35. 



Fio. 42. —Skull op Afraetttipig atfrihm (Afric&n 
Viperine). (After O, A. Uovil«iiger, op. cit.) 




HO VESOMS 

Habitat: West Africa, from the Gold Coast to the Congo; 
Contral Africa. 

(4) .1. corpuhnta. — Postocniar shield in contact with a large 
temporal ; second lower labial very large, fused with the chin- 
shields. Scales on the bmly in 23 — 27 rows ; 178 — 193 ventrals ; 
23 — 27 sulvaudals. 

Colour uniform blackish-brown; tail sometimes white. 

Total length. 845 millimotros ; tail 88. 

Habitat : West Africa, from Liberia to the Gaboon. 

io» A. rostrata. -- Snout very prominent, cuneiform. Third 

lower labial very large ; first lower labial in contact with its fellow, 

Urhind the symphysial. Scales on the bixly in 19 — 23 rows ; ven- 
.^.•- .>>>- .lie 

C:'.:i;r uniform dark brown, tu" blackish. 

T::i' length. ikX) millinietros ; tail 87. 

H''.-;m:: Ksst and Contral Africa. 

'■ A.libntiii. — Characters as before. Snout prominent, sub- 
CTii-vifzr:-. Ventral scales. 221- 200. 

C:'.. ur dark purplish-brown above, dull yellow or pale brown 
en the i<el!y. 

T.:al Jrr.iiih, »HX^ niillimotros ; tail 2-">. 

Hv.;:i: Ka>tern districts of (.'j^iv Cv^lony. Natal, Namaqua- 
Liriv:. Angola. 

7 A. urr'r;»M. — Charaoiors as before. Snout rounded; 
2.31 — ."■^•O vvntntl scales. 

Colour :;:v.fv^rm dark brown or black. 

ToMt IcUiith. i^.">0 miilimoiros ; tail 80. 

Hati:,t: : \Vest and Central Africa. 

iS^ .1. ii,i'K^";r-7r'':s:s. — Chanu'tors as Iv fore. Symphysial shield 
in con:act witli the ohin-shiclds. Scales on the boily in 31 rows ; 
240 ventrals: 21 subcau.lals. 

Colour black above, brown on the Ivlly. 

Total loniith. 490 milliinotrcs: tail 82. 

ILil i.M.* ; Paliomcv. 
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(9) A. niicropholis.—Tempor&l shields small, 2 + 3 or 4 ; fourth 
or fifth infralabial larger ; scales on the body in 25 rows ; 210 — 215 
ventrals; 29 — 30 subcaudals. Frontal shield slightly longer than 
broad, much longer than the parietals. 

Colour uniform dark brown. 

Total length, 330 millimetres ; tail 28. 

Habitat : Cape Verd. 

(10) A. leucomelaH. — Characters as before. Frontal one and 
two-fifths as long as broad, as long as the parietals. 

Colour black, with a vertebral white line, occupying one row 
and two half rows of scales ; ventrals and subcaudals white ; 
neck black, head white, with a black spot covering the nasals and 
upper head- shields. 

Total length, 575 millimetres; tail 40. 

Habitat : Somaliland. 

(11) A. microlcpidota. — Characters as before. Scales on the 
body in 29- -37 rows; 212 — 245 ventrals ; 21) — 37 subcaudals. 

Colour uniform dark brown. 

Total length, 540 millimetres ; tail 45. 

Habitat : Central and Fiast Africa. 



I).— AUSTRALIA AM) THE LARGE ADJACENT ISLANDS. 

The Sunda Islands and the whole of Malaysia are rich in 
poisonous snakes. Those that are found there belong for the most 
part to species that we have already mot with in India or the 
Malay Peninsula. We shall therefore not describe them again 
here. 

All those that inhabit Australia are included in the great Family 
CoLUBRii).!-: and tiic Subfamily Elaitn.k. There are no Vii»ehii)/K ; 
but certain genera of i)oisonous CoLUJiiiiDJ: are peculiar to this 
continent. 

These reptiles have been particularly well studied by Gerard 

6 
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Krefft, formerly Director of the Aastralian Maseam at Sydney, 
from whose work ^ we shall borrow a considerable portion of the 
following notes, and the figures accompanying them. 
The genera represented in Australia are : — 

(a) Ogmodon. 

(b) Glyphodon. 

(c) Pseudelaps. 

(d) Diemenia. 

(e) Pseudechis. 

(f) Denisonia. 

(g) Micropechis. 
(h) Hoplocephalus. 

(i) Tropidechis. 

(j) Notechis. 
(k) lihinhoplocephahm. 

(1) Brachyaspis. 
(m) Acantliophis. 

(n) FAapognathus, 

(o) lihynchelaps. 

(p) Furina. 



(a) Ogmodon. 

This genus is characterised by the maxillary bones extending 
forwards as far as the palatines, and bearing, in addition to the 
poison-fangs, (5 — 7 grooved teeth. The head is not distinct from 
the neck ; the eyes are very small. The body is cylindrical, and 
covered with smooth scales in 17 rows. Tail short; subcaudal 
scales in 2 rows. 

0. vitiauus. — Snout elongate, pointed ; I'VJ — I'yl ventral scales; 
'21 — '^H subcaudals. 



' " The Suakfs of Au-^tralia." Sydiiov, 1H6». 
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*ryeh 'iinall ; pupils round or vertically subelliptic ; uostrils pierced 
}>etw^n 2 nasal shields. Body cylindrical ; scales smooth, in 17 
^fJy^■*i : tail short ; subcandals in 2 rows. 

O. trUti*. — Ventral scales 165 — 179 ; subcandals 38 — 52. 

CV>l'/ur dark brown ; occiput often yellowish, or pale reddish- 
hrtjvn : \jt'\\y yellow. 

'YoViX knfjth, iKX) millimetres; tail 125. 

Hahltat : North-eastern Australia and South-eastern New 

(c) Pseudelaps. 

Maxiikri<;n extending forwards as far as the palatines, with a 
[j^r of larg<j grooved poison-fangs, and, after a wide interval, 
ri— J2 hninW grooved teeth. The anterior mandibular teeth are 
of Jarg'r hiyj;, almost like fangs. Head hardly distinct from the 
neck ; <;y*;« Kinall, with vertically elliptic pupils. Body cylindrical ; 
wal/rh fciiKyjth, in 15 — 17 rows. Tail moderate or short ; sub- 
caudail h/;aU;» in 2 rows. 

i\^ P. miidleri. — Scales in 15 rows. Nasal shield divided, in 
('/miH/:i with the prtpocular ; 2 + 2 temporals ; 139 — 176 ventral 
M.'al'rh . 21 — 35 subcaudals. 

('olour brown, with a light vertebral line ; a more or less distinct 
dark, light-edgftd streak on each side of the head, passing through 
tlur <ry(; ; bolly yellowish or coral-red^ uniform or spotted with 
black. 

Total longtb, 500 millimetres ; tail 70. 

Habitat : Moluccas, New Guinea, New Britain. 

i'l) P. 8(/uaniulosus. — Scales in 15 rows. Nasal shield divided, 
in contact witii the prffiocular ; 1 + 2 temporals ; 170 — 183 ventrals ; 
.'11 — 52 subcandals. 

C'olour brown, with a yellowish streak round the snout and 
through the eyes to the nape ; belly whitish, with confluent black 
spots forming lines on each side. 
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Total lengtl), 375 millimetres ; tail 55. 

Haiti tai : New Houth Wales, 

{'6} P. href til (fig. 44),"Nasal shield entire, in contact with the 
pr^ocular ; 1 + 'i temporals ; 146 — 15(5 ventmls ; 2()— 38 subeaudals. 

Colour dark brown, with a light longitiulinal line on each scale ; 
a yellowish cross-hand on the occiput, cnnnected with another 
yellow band whicli encircles the snout. 

Belly yellowish in front, black 
behind ; subeaudals white, with a 
lontJ^itiidinal black band rnnniog be- 
tween thenj. 

Total length, '255 millimetres; 'Fm. U.—Pstnddap&hnfftn. 

tail HH. 

Habitat : Queensland. 

(4) P. harricttit. (iig. 45). — Nasal 
shield entire, in contact with or 
narrowly separated from the prra- 
oculav: 1 -j- 'i temporals; 17tj— 19:^ 
ventrals ; 12U — ;i5 subeaudals. 

Colour dark brown, with a hght 
loDgitudmal line on each scale ; a 
long yellow blotch on the nape, and. 
connected with this, a yellow ring I'lo- 40. — /'smmff ^aps flwdwim. 
round the snout ; ventrals and sub- 
eaudals brown or black, edged with white. 

Total length, 415 millimetrefi ; tail 45. 

Habitat : Queenshmd. 

(5) P. diademu (fig. 45). — Nasal shield entire, widely seftaacated 
from the pra-ocular ; 2 + 2 temporals ; third and fourth upper labials 
entering the eye; 104 — '20;t ventrals; 40 — iS'l subcandals. Colour 
pale brown or reddish, with a brown edging to each scale forming 
a reticulate pattern ; a yellow cross-band on the occiput ; belly 
uniformly white. 

Total length, 000 millimetres; tail HO, 



PiQ. 45. — Pneitdct/tps fiarriitttir. 
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Fig. 47. — Dietnenla psttmnutphis. 



Habitat: Eastern, Northern, and Westein Australia. 

(G) P. icarro.— Characters the same as in the previous species ; 
143 ventralfe. Colour browu : a broad Ititrnte black collar on the 
Diipe ; head black above, but paler than the collai% 

Habitat : Port Curtis, Queenslajid. 

(7) P. siitheriandi. — Characters as before. Scales on the body 
in 17 rows ; 100 veutrals ; 40 subcaudals. Colour red-brow ii on 
the back, yellow on the belly ; a broad lunate black collar on the 
nape, with a lighter edging : ligbt bars across the heatl, body, and 
tail. 

Habitat : Xorman Biver, Queensland. 

(d) Diemenia. 

Maxillary bones extending* 
forwards as far as the pala- 
tines, with a pair of large 
grooved poison- fangs, followed, 
after an interspace, by 7 — 15 
small gi'ooved teeth ; anterior 
mandibular teeth much elon- 
gated, tesenibling poison- fangs. 
Head scarcely distinct from the 
neck : eyes rather large, with 
round pupils; nasal shield entire 
or divided ; frontal elongate. 
Body cylindrical ; scales smooth, 
in 15— lU rows (more on the 
neckK Tail moderate or long : 
subcaudals all or for the most 
part in '2 rows. 

Coloration very variable, 
orange-yellow, olive, red-brown, 
or pale brown. 

Average length, 1,000^ — 1,700 millimetres. 

Habitat : South-eastern New Guinea, and Australia. 



Fio. i&.—Dkmenia olirtH'fo (Nortiierii 

Au«tralia and Ni^w Guinea,]. 

(After Kr«St.]f 



Fio, 40.— Dim^iitcf tcxtili^. 
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Seven species of this genus are known, divided into two groups 
follows : — 

(1) Scales on the body in 15 rows. 

D. psammophis (fig. 47),— Internasal shields at least half as 
long as the pca^f rentals. 

D. torqimta. — Internasala 
more than half as Jong as the 
prefrontals, 

D. oUvacea (fig. 48). — ^In- 
ternasals not more than half 
as long as the prtpfrontals : 
snout broad, 

(2) Scales in 17 or 19 rows. 
D. nu>de!iit((.^liyi — 1G5 ventrals, 

D. tertilU (lirown Snake, fig. 49).— 190— 232 ventrals. 
D, nuehalis (fig, 50). — 184 — *224 ventrals. 



i^idii 



Fig. 50.— Dtefltenia nvoAa/is. 



(e) Pseudechis. 

Maxillary bones extending forwards as far as the palatines, 
with a pair of lai's® grooved poison-fangs followed by '2 — 5 small 
solid teeth ; anterior mandibular teeth 1od>,^. Head distinct from 
the neck : eyes rather small, 
Mfith round pupils ; nostril be- 
tween two nasal shields. Body 
cylindrical. Hcales smooth, in 
17 — 28 rows (more on the 
neck). Tail moderate; sub- 
caudals iu '2 rows, or partly 
single, partly in 'i rows. 

Total k^ngth, 1,500—2.000 
millimetres, sometimes more. 

Habitat : Australia and New Guinea 

This genus includes eight species. 



Fig, 51.— f*sciirf(Jcfti5|XJfyftprwic«jp. 
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(1) P. porphyriacus (Black Snake; fig. 51). — E 
longer than broad; 180 — 200ventra]s; 50— 60 subcau' 

Colour black on the back ; outer row of scales red 
ventrals red, edged with black. 

(2) P. cupreus. — 199 — 210 ventrals ; 57 — 72 subcai 
Colour coppery above, brown or orange below, all 1 

shields edged with brown. 

(3) P. australis.—199—220 ventrals ; 57—70 subca 
shield once and two-thirds to twice as long as broad. 

Colour pale brown on the back, yellowish on the b< 

(4) P. darwiniensis. — Frontal as broad as long; 
54 — 64 subcaudals. 

Colour reddish-brown ; head pale brown ; belly ye) 

(5) P. papuanus. — Scales in 19 — 21 rows (26 ( 
neck) ; 221 — 224 ventrals ; • 49 — 55 subcaudals. 

Colour uniform black ; chin white. 

(6) P. scutellatus. — Subcaudal shields in 2 rov 
the body in 23 rows (25—30 on the neck) ; 230- 
<)1 — 78 subcaudals. 

Colour pale brown or dark brown ; snout and che 
or yellowish ; belly yellow. 

(7) P. microlepidotus. — 30 — 36 scales across the 
the middle of the body ; 232—237 ventrals ; 61— I" 
caudals. 

Colour dark brown on the back, yellowish-gre - 
head sometimes blackish. 

(8) P.ferox. — Snout very broadly rounded. Sc'^ 
I in 23 rows ; 235 ventrals ; 60 pairs of subcaudals. 

\ Colour black above, yellowish beneath. 



(f) Denisonia. 

Maxillary bones prolonged as far as the palatii 
large grooved poison-fangs, followed by 8 — 5 8 
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Fig. 52. 



Denisonia superbn (The Copper- 
hoad). 



anterior mandibular teeth greatly developed. Head fairly distinct 
from the body ; eyes small, with round or vertically elliptic pupils ; 
nasal shield entire or divided. Body cylindrical ; scales smooth, in 
15 — 19 rows ; tail moderate or short ; subcaudals in a single row, 
except in one species. 

According to the JBritish * 
Museum Catalogue, the genus 
Denisonia includes twenty- 
one species, the principal 
characters of which are as 
follows : — 

(1) D. superba (The Cop- 
perhead. Fig. 52). — Scales in 
15 — 17 rows; nasal shield 
entire, in contact with the 

prseocular ; ventral scales 145 — 1(jO ; subcaudals 41 — 50. 

Colour brownish to dark olive on the back, often yellow or 
salmon-red on the sides ; belly yellowish or greyish-olive. 

Total length, 1,010 millimetres; tail 160. 

Habitat : New South Wales, Southern Australia, Tasmania. 

(2) D. curonata. — Scales in 15 rows ; IHH — 151 ventrals ; 88 — 
51 subcaudals. 

Colour olive, with a black streak on 
each side of the head ; belly yellowish 
or pale olive. 

Total length, 480 millimetres ; 
tail 95. 

Habitat : Western Australia and 
New South Wales. 

(3) D. coronuides (fig. 53). — Scales 
ventrals ; 39 — 57 subcaudals. 

Colour brown, lips yellow ; belly salmon-red to dark olive-grey ; 
end of tail salmon-red. 

Total length, 440 millimetres; tail SO. 




Fig. 53. DenisonUi coronoides. 



in 15 rows ; 13(3 — 151 
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FiQ. M.^Dpuisoiiin tamxrniK 



Habitat : Soiitheni Australia ami Ta&mauu: 

(4) Lh mucllen, — Scales in 17 row*^ ; llKi 
CiLLidals. 

Colour grey-brown ; lips and cbin with yellc 
Total length, '21;V2 raillimetreB ; tail 52. 
Habitat : Queensland. 

(5) D, /renata. — Scales in iii rows ; H> 
caudals. 

Colour olive-brown ; upper lip yellow ; 1>« 
Total lenf;;tli, ;Jli)0 niillimetres ; tail 54. 
Hahltal : Lake Elphinstone, Queensland 

((>) D. ram 
15 rows ; 164 

Colour dark- 
yellow beneati 
black. 

Total len^f 
tail oO. 
Habitat 
(7) D. sii 
17 rows ; 
subcaudalti. 

Colour HtK, 
brown ; bellj 
Ttital lenf^th, (140 inilliinetreR ; tail 
Habitat : QueenBland. New South 
(H) D. daemelii, — Scales in 17 roi 
45 subcaudals. 

Colour olive, Lead darker ; belly 
Total Jenfjth, HSd millimetres ; in 
Habitat: Queensland. 
(i)) D, mia. — Scales in W row^■ 
suhcaudal^. 

Colour pak" olive-browD, heud dar! 
lip and belly yellow. 



Flo. 55.~l}e>iiionia sitjiiata. 
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Total length, 200 millimetres ; tail 23. 
Habitat : Southern Australia. 

(10) D. frontalis. — Scales in 19 rows ; 154 ventrals ; 30 sub- 
caudals. 

Colour light brown, with a vertebral black line ; belly pearly- 
white, with a median bronze-coloured band. 
Total length, 400 millimetres ; tail 50. 
Habitat : New South Wales. 

(11) D. flagcJlnm. — Scales in 17 rows ; 132 — 138 ventrals ; 25 
— 27 subcaudals. 

Colour pale brown ; vertex, occiput, and nape black ; upper 
lip and belly white. 

Total length, 380 millimetres ; tail 40. 
Habitat : Victoria. 

(12) D. maculata (tig. 5()). — Scales 
in 17 rows; 121 — 13(3 ventrals ; 20 — 30 
subcaudals. 

Colour dark grey-brown, or brown ; 
a large dark olive-green or brown blotch 
on the head, with two or three unequal 
light grey spots ; belly white. 

Total length, 400 millimetres ; 
tail 55. 

Habitat : (Queensland. 

(13) 1). punctata. — Scales in 15 
rows ; 160 ventrals ; 25 subcaudals. 

Colour pale brown ; head and nape 
orange ; upper lip and belly yellow. 

Total lengtli, 350 millimetres ; tail 3G. 
Habitat : North-AVestern Australia. 

(14) J), gouldii (fig. 57). — Scales in 15 rows ; 140 — 170 ventrals ; 
22 — 23 subcaudals. 

Colour brownish-yellow ; nape black ; head covered with a broad 
greenish-blue blotch, extending from the nose to the neck; upper 
lip and belly yellow. 




Fig. 56. —Dcnisonia maculata. 




Pig. 57. — Dcnisonia gouldii. 
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Total lengtl), 435 iniDimetres ; tail 50. 

Habifat : Western and Southern Australia. 

(15) D. nigresceus, — Scales in 15 rows; 170 — '100 ventrals; 
aO — iti subcaudals. 

Colour (lark olive ; head black ; belly yellow. 

Total len(,'th. 545 millimetres ; tail 75. 

Hnhitat : New JiJouth Wales and Qaeenslantt, 

(IfJ) D. nigrosfyiaid, — Scales in 1.) rows; IHO— IH4 ventrals; 
TtO — (54 s[il)faudals. 

Colour yelloWj streaked with black ; head dark brown ; upper 
lip and belly yellowish-white, 

Total length, 380 millimetres ; tail Tri. 

Habifat : Queensland. 

(17) D. Carpentaria;. — Scales in 15 rows; KiG — IHH ventrals: 
31 — 43 subcaudals. 

Colour brown ; upper lip and belly yellowish-white. 
Total length ^ *2H5 milliiiiGtres \ tail 47. 
Habitat : Northern Queensland. 

(18) i). paUidicepH^ — Scales in 15 rows; 170 — 17^^ ventrals; 
37 — 38 Bttbcaiidals. 

Colour dark olive-brown ; head somewhat paler; IteUy yellowish. 
Total length, 590 millimetres ; tail 80. 
Habitat .' Northern Australia. 

(19) D, melannra. — Scales in 15 or 17 rows; 105 — 171 ventrals; 
3H=-4H subcaudals. 

Colour dark brown ; head and sides usually reddish ; belly 
yellow ; tail black. 

Total length, 1,000 millimetres ; tail 140. 
Habitat : Solomon Islands. 

(20) I>. par.— Scales in 16 rows; 1(54— H)fi ventrals; 40^ — V.i 
subcaudals. 

Colour reddish-brown, in broad bands with white intervals; 
head blackish-brown ; belly white ; tail with red rings. 
Total length, 750 millimetres ; tail 110- 
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Habitat : Faro and Howla Islands, Bougainville Straits, 
Solomon Islands. 

(21) D. woodfonUi. — Soales in 17 rows; 1<)6 — 172 ventrals; 
41 — 45 subcaudal pairs. 

Colour brownish-white, with a roticulato pattern ; head dark 
brown ; belly white. 

Total length, 070 millimetres ; tail 100. 

Habitat : New Georgia, Solomon Islands. 

(g) Miopopeohls. 

Maxillary bones extending forward as far as the palatines, with 
a pair of large grooved poison-fangs, followed by three small solid 
teeth ; mandibular teeth longer ni front. Head distinct from the 
neck ; eyes very small, with round pupils ; nostril between two 
nasal shields. Body cylindrical : scales smooth, in 15 or 17 rows. 
Tail short ; subcaudals in 2 rows. 

(1) M. //.Y//ir/.r/.— Scales in lo rows: 180- -22:J ventrals; 30— 
55 subcaudals. 

Colour yellow and l)lack, in irregular cross-bars; head and tail 
black above ; belly yellow. 

Total length, l,;").')!) niillimotrcs ; tail ISO. 
Habitat : New Guinea. 

(2) .1/. elupoiden. — Scales in 17 n)\vs : 20.S vciitnils ; ."C) sub- 
caudals. 

Colour cream, with 22 black bands, hroader than tlu' inter- 
spaces between them ; snout and ocular region bhu'k. 
Total length. 750 millimetres: tail 75. 
Habitat : I'lorida Island, Solomon Group. 

(lO Hoplocephalus. 

Characters the same, as in Mirntprclni. Scali.'s in 21 rows; 
ventrals angulatc and notched laterally. Tail moderate ; sub- 
caudals in a single row. 
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(1) II. hungaroides (Syn. H. variegatus. The Inroad-headed 
Snake). — 204 — 221 ventrals ; 40 — 50 subcaudals. 

Colour black on the back, with yellow spots forming more or 
less regular cross-bands on the body ; upper lip yellow, margined 
with black ; belly blackish, yellow on the sides. 

Total length, 1,G20 millimetres ; tail 210. 

Habitat : New South Wales. 

(2) H. hitorquatiis (tig. 58). — Ventral scales strongly angulate 
laterally, 191—227 ; subcaudals 44—59. 

Colour olive-green ; head pale 
olive, with a bright yellow occipital 
blotch, and a large black blotch on 
each side of the nape ; a pair of 
small spots in front of and between 
the eyes ; three black transverse 
blotches on the vertex ; belly greyish- 
olive or brown. 

Total length, 510 millimetres; tail 95. 

Habitat : Queensland, New South Wales. 

(3) //. stepheniiii. — 289 ventrals ; 00 subcaudals. 

Body barred alternately with black and white ; the black bars 
are twice as broad as the white ones ; head dark, spotted with 
yellow ; a W-shaped yellow mark on the back of the head. 

Total length, 700 millimetres. 

Habitat : Port Macquarie, New South Wales. 




Fio. hR. —JfoplocephfiltiH bitorqnafiix. 



(i) Tropidechis. 

Same general characters ; nasal shield 'entire ; scales on the 
body strongly keeled, in 28 rows. Tail moderate ; subcaudals in 
a single row. 

T. cnrintittis. — Colour dark olive, with darker cross-bands; 
belly yellow, more or less tinged with olive-green. 

Total length, 780 millimetres; tail 120. 

Habitat : New South Wales, Queensland. 
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(i) Notechis. 

Same general characters ; pupil round ; nasal shield entire. 
Body cylindrical ; scales stnooth, disposed obliquely, in 15 — 19 
roWK, tho lateral scales shorter than the dorsals. Tail moderate ; 
subcaudals in a single row. 

N. sctttatus (Syn. Hoploceph- 
alus citrtus. The Tiger Snake, 
Fig. 59). — Colour dark olive ; 
belly yellow or olive ; the shields 
often dark-edged. 

Total length, l,i2H0 niilli- 
metres; tail 170. Fig. ivx 

Habitat: Australia and Tas- 
mania. 



T!otccfii8 itcidatiis (The Tiger 
Suake.) 



(k) Rhinhoplocephalus. 

Dentition as in Hoplocephalus. Head but little distinct from 
the neck ; eyes small, with round pupils ; no irUernasal shields. 
Body cylindrical, rij^id. Scales stnootb, in !;'> rows. Tail short; 
subcaudals in a single row. 

R, hicolor. — Colour greyish-olive on the buck, yellowish- white 
on the belly ; tongue white. 

Total length, ;39i> miliiraetres ; tail 55. 

Habitat: Australia. 



(1) Brachyaspis. 

Characters the same, but head distinct from the neck ; eyes 
tall, with vertically elliptic pupils ; nostril between two nasal 
shields, iiody stout, cylindrical ; scales smooth, slightly oblique, 
in 19 rows. Tail short ; subcaudals in a sin^'le row. 

B, citrta. — Colour niiiform olive-brown ; belly yellowish. 



Total length, 490 millimetres ; tail 70. 
Habltaf : Western Australia. 

(m) Acanthopbis (Death Adder). 
(Figs. CO, Gi.} 

Maxillary bones extending forwards as far as the palatines, 
with a pair of large grooved poison-fangs, followed by two or three 
small teeth; anterior mandibular teeth elongate, fang-like. Head 
distinct from the neek ; eyes small, with vertically elliptic pupih ; 
nostril in the upper part of a single nasal shield. Body stout, 



Fig. 60. — 8b.ull of Acanthc^his antarcticns, (After G. A, Bouletjger, tv'- *^*'>} 



cylindrical. Hcale« more or less distinctly keeled, in '21—23 rows. 
Tail abort, compressed at the end and terminating in a sort of 
long spine, turned upwards ; anterior subcaudals in a single row, 
posterior in 2 rows. 

,4. aittarcticiiN (The Death Adder ; fig. til). — Supraocular shields 
often raised and angular, assuming the shape of little horns ; scales 
on the crown of the head rugoae and striated: 113 — 130 ventrals ; 
41 — 51 subcaudalB (the last .5 — 27 are divided). 
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Colour yellow-brown or reddish, with more or less distinct dark 
cross-bands ; black spots or 
small dark bars on the lips ; 
belly yellowish- white ; end of 
tail yellow or black, covered 
with spiny scales. 

Total length, 850 uiilli- 
metrea ; tail 150. 

Habitat : Moluccas, New 
Guinea, Australia. 




Pro. tl.—Acant)wphia {intarctkHH (The 
Death Adder). 



* 



(n) ElapognathuB. 

Maxillary bones extending forwards as far as the palatines, 
with a pair of moderately large grooved poison-fangs ; no other 
tnaxillary teeth ; mandibular teeth subequal. Eyes moderate, with 
round pupils ; nasal shield entire. Body cylindrical ; scales smooth, 
in 15 rows ; vontrala rounded ; tail moderate ; subcaudals in a 
single row, 

E, minor. — Colour dark olive, with a black occipital blotch in 
the young ; belly yellow or greenish-n;rey. 

Total length, 4(>0 millimetres ; tail 95. 

Habitat : South-west Australia. 



(□} Bhynchelaps. 

Maxillary bones extending forwards as far fts the p&Ifttiiies, 
with a pair of moderately large grooved poison-fangs, and two 
small teeth near the posterior extremity of the bone ; anterior 
mandibular teeth the longest. Head small, not distmct from the 
neck ; eyes small, with vertically elliptic pupils ; nostril id a single 
nasal shield. Body short, cylindrical; scales smooth, in 15 — 17 
rows. Tail very short ; subcaudals in 2 rows. 

(1) R. bertkoldi.—iyc&les in 15 rows; 112 — I'iG vetitrals. 
7 
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ill teeth Qear their posterior extremities ; maodtbalar teeth 
. j ;..ii. Head small, not distinct from neck; eyes very sm&U, 
h round pupils ; nostril in a single nasal ghield. Body cylin- 

scales smooth, in 15 rows. Tail very short, obtuse ; sob- 
tals in 2 rows, 

(1} F. cahnotit. — Six su- 
pralabial shields ; 1*26 — 131 
ventrals ; '29 — 30 subcaudals. 






A. Uoulsiiger, op. ri7.) 



Fig. G1^ — Furiiui occipilalis. 

Colour yellow, with a 
black vertebral stripa ; a 
l)lack bar across the end of 
the snout ; a large black 
blotch covering the vertex 
and the parietals; belly 
whitt". 

Total length, 215 inilH- 
metres : tail 33. 
West Australia, 
^^«7a^/.— Scales in 15 rows; 181— '20O voiitrals : 

Ills. 

,v, with large black blotches tm the Hnout, uiiihhv 
ipnt : belly white. 

' millimetres; tail '2ft. 

Vustraha. 
dig. (U),— Scalos in i:> vo\^h: \H\) 'J;M von- 

^^<d with black and whitts muuUi narrower on 
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Fiii, GS. — Bhyncheltips ausirnUs. 



Colour yellow, with 19^ — 40 black annuli, usuj 
the interspaces ; head brown, with a large blf 
nape, and another on the vertex and temples. 
Total length, '110 miHimetres ; tail 22. 
Ha hi fa ^ ; f?outhern and Western Australia. 
(2) It. uttsimtisi^g. 62). — Scales in 17 rows; 
18 — 20 swbcaudals. 

Colour red on tl 
defined croBsbars fc 
black-edj,fed scales ; 
the head, coverin* 
temples, and surrc 
anotbcr large blot( 
snout and occiput yi 
Total length, 290 millimetres ; tail 25. 
Habitai : Queensland. 

(8) B. semi/nsciattis. — Scales in 17 rows; 1| 
17 — 25 subcaudak. 

Colour yellow, with brown cross-bands ; larj 
on the bead and nape ; belly white. 

Total lonj^th, 300 nnhnnetrt-s ', tail :W. 
Habitat : West Australia, 
(4) M. fasciolatm. — Scales in 17 rows; 1^ 
22 — 27 subcaudals. 

Colour red, with numerous blackish-brown 
blackish-brown blotches on the bead and nape ; 
Total length, 835 millimetres ; tail 30. 
Habitat : West Australia. 



(p) Furina. 

(Figs. G3 and 04,) 

Ma.xillary bones extending forwards beyond 
ing a pair of moderately large grooved poison -J 



THE PRINCIPAL SPECIES OF POISuNOUS SNAKES 



m 



EWO fima.n teeth near their posterior extremities ; mandibular teeth 
snbequaL Head small, not distinct from neck; eyes very small, 
with round pupils ; nostril ia a single nasal shield. Body cylin- 
drical ; scales smooth, in 1.5 rows. Tail very short, obtuse ; sub- 
can dais in '2 rows. 

(1} F. calonoia. — Six su- 
pralabial shields ; 126 — 131 
ventrals ; 29 — 30subcaudals. 



Pie. 63.— Skuu. op Fitrina (xci^talifi. 
(After G, A. Bouleuger, op. cit.) 



Fio. Ci. — Furitia occtpitfilis. 

Colour yellow, with a 
black vertebral stripe ; a 
black bar across the end of 
the snout ; a large black 
blotch covering the vertex 
and the panetals ; belly 
white. 

Total length, 215 milli- 
metres ; tail 33. 
Habitat : West Australia. 

(2) F. bimaculata. — Scales in 15 rows ; 181^^00 ventrals ; 
21 — 25 su beau dais. 

Colour yellow, with large black blotches on the snout, middle 
of head, and occiput ; belly white. 

Total length, 330 millimetres ; tail 25. 
Habitat ' West Australia. 

(3) F^ otxipUatiH (fig. 64). — Scales in 15 ro^^s; 180 — -234 ven- 
trals ; 14 — 25 subcaudals. 

Entire body ringed with black and white, annul! narrower on 
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belly; head black, with a broad white band across the occiput, and 
another narrower and irref^ular one across the snout ; nose black. 

Total length, 590 milliiuetres ; tail 36. 

Habitat : Australia. 

There are no poisonous snakes in New Zealand. In New 
Caledonia no terrestrml poisonous snakes are known, bat Ht/dro- 
phiida abound on its shores, as on those of the majority of the 
islands of the Pacific. 

In Australia, especially in New South Wales and farther to the 
north, fatalities due to the bites of poisonous snakes are not rate. 
The most dangerous species are : Acanthophh untarctictts (the 
Death Adder), Diemenia text ills (the Brown Snake), Pscudechis 
porph/riacns (the Black Snake), and Notechis sattatus or Hoplo- 
cepkalus curtus (the Tiger Snake). 

The health authorities of this country have accordingly taken 
the wise precaution of circulating very widely among the public 
coloured placards bearing illustrations of these four species, w^ith 
a description of the essential anatomical details by which they may 
be recognised. Similar placards are exhibited in all the schools, 
and a generous distribution is made of instructions, printed on 
handkerchiefs, indicating the most eflfective method of treating 
poisonous bites. 

In Queensland^ according to information furnished to me by 
Mr. C. \V. De Vis, late Director of the Queensland Museum, Bris- 
bane, the number of deaths resalting from the bites of poisonous 
snakes has been only twenty-seven in ten years. 



4 



E,— AMEBIC A, 

The fauna of the New World includes only a very small number 
of poisonous snakes belonging to the family Colubrid.i^. The 
Genus Klapa alone is represented there by twent\"-eight species, 
scattered over Mexico, Central America, Bolivia, Ecuador, Peru, 
Colombia, and Brazil. 
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from neck ; eyes small, with vertically elliptic or sub-elliptic 
pupils ; nostril between two nasal shields. Body cylindrical ; scales 
smooth, in 15 rows. Tail short ; subcaudal scales in 2 rows, or 
partly single, partly in 2 rows. 

(1) E. surinamensis. — Seven supralabials, of which the fourth 
enters the eye ; frontal shield very narrow ; 167 — 182 ventrals. 

Colour red, with black annuli disposed in threes (the middle one 
broader), separated by narrow yellow interspaces; 7 or 8 sets of 
annuli on the body ; the red scales dotted with black ; head red 
above, with the shields black-edged, followed by a black cross-baud 
behind the parietals. 

Total length, 740 millimetres; tail 95. Grows to 1,900 milli- 
metres. 

Habitat : Venezuela, Guianas, Northern Brazil, North-east Peru. 

(2) E. heterochilus. — Six supralabials, second and third entering 
the eye ; snout narrow ; 209 ventrals. 

Colour red, with black annuli, as in E. marcgraini. 
Total length, 553 millimetres ; tail 43. 
Habitat : Brazil, 

(3) E. eurijxanthus (Sonoran Coral Snake). — Seven supralabials, 
third and fourth entering the eye ; internasals nearly as long as the 
praefrontals ; 215 — 241 ventrals ; 21 — 29 subcaudals. 

Colour red, with 11 black annuli edged with yellow ; head black. 
Total length, 400 millimetres ; tail 33. 

Habitat : Arizona, Colorado, North-western Mexico. It is found 
in Arizona up to an altitude of nearly 0,000 feet (1,800 metres). 

(4) E. gravenhorstii. — First lower labial in contact with its 
fellow; posterior nasal not reaching the praeocular; 191 ventrals; 
23 subcaudals. 

Colour : Seven sets of black annuli disposed in threes, median 
annulus the broadest ; head black, with a yellow transverse band 
behind the eyes. 

Total length, 550 millimetres ; tail 50. 

Habitat : Brazil. 
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(5) E. langRiloi'ffi.i, — Ventrals 204 — 1225 ; subcaiidals '<M — 54 ; 
1+1 temporals. 

Coloui' dark brown, with 63 transverse series of cream-coloured 
spots, each occupying one scale ; belly yellow, with red cross-bands. 
Total leugth, 300 millimetres. 
Habitat: Upper Amazons. 

(6) M, bficUeyL— 203— 211 ventrals; 31)— 43 subcaiidals ; 1 + 2 
temporals. 

Colour oran^je, with 48 — (50 black annuli edged %vith small 
yellow spots ; head black ; temples yellow. 
Total length, .'iOi'i millimetres ; tail 70. 
Habitat : Northern Brazil, Eastern Ecuador, 

(7) E. anomalit/i.'—'221 ventrals ; '29 subcaitdals ; 1 4- 1 temporals, 
Colour : Body with 5,') black annuli separated by narrow 

brownish-white Ijands ; l>elly yellowish ; anterior half of head black, 
posterior half yellow ; tail yellow or red, vrith 4 black rings. 

Total length, 280 millimetres ; tail 23. 

Habitat : Colombia. 

(8) E. keterosomis. — Scales in 15 rows; '210 — 21il ventrals; 
16—28 subcaudftls ; 1 + 1 temporals. 

Colour red or brown, with 17 to '23 black rings, mostly narrower 
than the interspaces ; a bhick band on the bead acrusis the eyes. 
Total length, 900 millimetres ; tail 40. 
Habitat : Eastern Ecuador, Eastern Peru, Bolivia. 

(9) E. elegana. — Scales in V^ rows ; IKO — 221 ventrals ; 29 — 47 
subcaudals ; 1 Hh 1 temporals. 

Colour : Black annuh in sets of three, separated by reddish- 
brown interapaces ; 12 — 17 sets ; head black, with yellow blotches. 
Total length, 730 millimetres ; tail 70. 
Habitat : Mexico and Guatemala, 

(10) E. anndlatm. — Scales in 15 rows ; 200 — 211 veDtrals ; 
30 — 45 subcaudals ; 1 + 1 temporals. 

Colour black* with 41 — J9 narrow white rings on the body* 
4 — 7 on the tail ; a white ring on the head. 
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Total leagth, 490 millimetres ; tail 70. 
Habitat : Eastern Peru. 

(11) E. decoratus. — Scales in 15 rows ; 196 — 213 ventrals : 29—37 
subcaudals. 

Colour red, with 15 — 16 sets of black annuli disposed in threes ; 
head yellow, with end of snout black, and a black band across the 
eyes. 

Total length, 625 millimetres. 

Habitat : Brazil. 

(12) E.dunierilii. — Scales in 15 rows; 197 — 204ventraJs; 50 — 53 
subcaudals. 

Colour : 8 — 9 sets of three black annuli on red and yellow ; 
head black, with a yellow band on the occiput. 
Total length, 410 millimetres; tail 65. 
Habitat : Colombia. 

(13) E. coralUnus (The Coral Snake). — Scales in 15 rows ; 
179 — 231 ventrals; 30 — 47 subcaudals; 1 + 1 temporals. 

Colour : Body with black annuli, separated by red interspaces 
edged with yellow ; head bluish-black ; temples yellow ; a blue line 
from behind the eye to the lower jaw ; tail white. 

Total length, 790 millimetres ; tail 70. 

Habitat : Tropical South America and Lesser Antilles (St. 
Thomas, St. Vincent, Martinique). 

(14) E. hemprichii. — Scales in 15 rows ; 168 — 181 ventrals ; 
22 — 29 subcaudals ; 1 + 1 temporals. 

Colour: Black, with red or yellow annuli, a broad annulus 
between the narrow ones ; occiput, upper lip, and temples yellow. 
Total length, 720 millimetres ; tail 65. 
Habitat : Guianas, Colombia, Peru. 

(15) E. <,9c/»<f7it.— Scales in 15 rows ; 207— 221 ventrals ; 21—28 
subcaudals. 

Colour : Body with black annuli broader than the interspaces, 
disposed in sets ; interspaces red and yellow ; snout and occiput 
black. 
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Total length, 430 railliraetres ; tail 35. 
Habitat : Peru, 

(16) E. fZ/sso/eiiciis.— -Scales in 15 rows; 200 ventrals ; U) sub- 
caiidals. 

Coloration aa in foregoin» apecies. 
Total length, 1,070 millimetres ; tail 35, 
Habitat ; Venezuela, 

(17) E. fubnus (Harlequin, or Coral Snake, fig. 66). — Scales in 
15 rows ; 180—237 ventrals ; ^iO — 59 subcaudals. 

Colour : Body with black, red, and yellow annali ; tail with 
black and yellow annuli ; snout black- 

Total length, *.K(0 millimetres ; tail 85. 

Habitat : Eastern North America, from Southern \'irgin:a, the 
Ohio Kiver, and the Misaouri to the Kio Grande, Mexico, Central 
America. 

(18) E,psijchi!s. — Scales in 15 rows; 188 — 214 ventrals ; M — 47 
Bubcaudals. 

Colour: Body with alternate black and brown annuli, and 4H — ,j'2 
narrow yellow rings ; head black, blotched with yellow. 
Total length. 495 milliinetres ; tail 80. 
Habitat : Guianas. 

(19) E. :ipixii,—iicB>]eB m 15 rows ; 201 — 219 ventrals ; 2'J — '29 
subcaudals. 

Colour red, with '20—38 black rings disposed in three.s ; a black 
occipital collar, followed by a wide red space. 

Total length, 1,400 millimetres ; tail 70. 

Habitat : Venezuela and Northern Brazil. 

('20) £. frontalis. — Scales in 15 rows ; 197 — '230 ventrals ; 
15-^26 subcaudals. Tail ending very obtusely. 

Colour : Body with black annuli disposed in threes, with red and 
yellow interspaces ; head black, spotted with yellow or red. 

Total length, 1,350 millimetres; tail 70. 

Habitat : Southern Brazil, Uruguay, Paraguay, Argentina. 

('21) E, marcgravii, — Scales in 15 rows; iJlO — 240 ventrals; 
23—42 subcaudals. 
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Colour : Body ivith black annuli in 6 — 10 sets of three, separated 
by broad red interspaces, the middle annulus usually wider ; snout 
yellow, the end usually black ; back of head red. 

Total length, 1,120 millimetres ; tail 100. 

Habitat : Tropical South America. 

(22} E. h'tHftiiicatuft. — Scales in 15 rows : 241 — 262 ventrala : 
30 — 39 subcaudals. 

Colour: Body with 11 — 14 sets of black annuli disposed in 
threes, separated by red interspaces ; head yellow ; end of snout 
and a band across the middle of the head bla<.:k. 

Total length, 1,000 millimetres ; tail HO. 

Habitat : Guianas, Brazil. 

(28) E. filifonnis, — Scales in 15 rows: 290 — 30H ventrals; 
35 — 45 subcaudals. 

Colour: Body with black annuli disposed in threes, with red 
interspaces ; head yellow ; end of snout black : a black band across 
the eyes. 

Total length, 575 millimetres; tail 4(h 

Hahiint : Amazons, Colombia. 

(24) /^\ mi/Jfn'/i?«s.— Scales in 15 rows ; 210 — 27K ventrals : 
24 — 34 Bubciuidals. 

Colour black, with 4U — (58 narrow white an nub : hefid black to 
between the eyes, elsewhere yellow. 

Total length, 610 millimetres ; tail 30. 

Habitat : Central America and Tropical South America. 

(25) E. fraaeri. — Scales in 15 rows; 303 veiilnils ; 25 sub- 
caudals. 

Colour black, witb 75 narrow whitish rinjis wilb broken out- 
lines; head black in front, yellow behind. 
Total leritftb, 7H0 nullimetres ; tail 40. 
Habitat : Ecuador. 

(26) ^.mfjj^a^fs.— Scales in 15 rows; 255—268 ventrals ; 30—31 
subcaudals. 

Body black, with 58 — 70 narrow white annuli, which become 



i*.?". L!:;pac yellow ; tail annulate, 

^^_- ■ r*;*"*: -JoS ventral s; HI suh- 

A*.i iunuli disposed in threes, 

,'.:^ Jk'.der ; head light in front, 

.•s^i.'j^w^.r black mark on the occiput 

>,.._> ;• I> rows: 240 — 31o ventrals : 

. .:: -,! ow or red cross-bands or trans- 
. ,;:^ .\:etidiuj: as triangular blotches uj) 
,.» :LV*!>-biind. 
.L.ti:ti^- tail *)0. 

.-sik't. North-eastern Peru, Bolivia. 
'. ii-.is. y.".*/'"". which are remarkable for the 
, ; >ei': colours, are generally found in 

.>. Ns-uwiod. "who ventures into the great 

, ,t :iv i;r^>uud is covered with leafy plants, 

, .,;[,^ thn.>ugh the verdure the black and red 

, t'oral Snake. Uucertaintv as to whether 

. < i-<us alone prevents him from seizing it. The 

•loC lith*^ enough to enable it to climb trees. 

.! , >!uall »niiuals." 

"^"^^ " , ,^ that the Austrian naturalist \Vertheimer, 
j t»a«ts« 

iiaii settlement of Philadelphia, was bitten by 

.. ^^^ck of the hand. The usual symptoms of 

. I theiuselves immediately, and the unfortunate 

*" " I o,r« later. Nevertheless, the small size and 
»»ti\e uoiu» 
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slenderness of the fangs, the narrowness of their canals, and the 
considerable distance between the fangs and the anterior openinpf 
of the mouth, raaat necessarily render the bites of these snakes less 
serious and of rarer occurrence. 



II.— VIPEKID.E,— CROTALIN^. 




The Solenoglypha 
are infinitely more for- 
midable in the two 
divisions of the New 
World. They are re- 
presented by a large 
number of species, some 
of which are feared in 
consequence of their size 
and ferocity, even more 
than on account of the 
deadlinesB of their 
venom (fig, 67). 

The American Cro- 
TALiN.E are divided into 
two groups : — 

The first of these 
comprises snakes not 
provided with the cau- 
dal appendage, which is 
characteristic of the 
Rattle-Snakes. It con- 
sists of two genera : — 

(a) Ancistrodon, 

(b) Lachesis, 

The second group includes only those snakes the tails of which 
are terminated by the scaly appendage known as the " rattle*" 
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Fio. 67.— Head mid Skbu. of Crotalut itorridta. 




(a) AnciBtrodon. 

Usually witb *,) shields on the 
head, or interoaBals and prsBfroo- 
tals broken up into scales. Body 
cylindrical ; scales Biuooth or 
keeled, with apical pits. Tail 
moderate or short ; subcaudals 
single or in 2 rows. 

{{) A. piscivorns (Water Viper, 
or Cotton-mouth ; fig. 08). — ^Bnout 
rounded, soft above. Scales on 
the body strongly keeled, in 25 
(rarely '27) rows : IHH — 147 ven- 
trals ; 38 — 51 subcaudiils, all single 
or the posterior divided. 

Colour pal« reddish-brown to 
dark brown above, with more or 
less distinct dark brown cross- 
bands, or with alternating 
C-shaped dark niarkinj^s each en- 
closing a central spot. Belly dull 
yellow spotted with black, or al- 
most black. 

Total lengtli, 1,170 millimetres; 
tail iiOO. 

Habitat : Eastern North 
America, from North Carolina 
and Indiana to Florida and Texas. 
The Wfttt-r Vtper lives for the most part in the vicinity of 
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rivers, and feeds upon tish, but also devours small warm-blooded 
animals. The Creoles call it the Coago Snake. It is fairly 
common iu the environs of New Orleans. In isummer time it 
conceals itself in the branches of trees at the edge of the water. 
It frequents inundated rice-fields, and is a terror to the blacks. It 
attacks readily, and opens its jaws some seconds before it bites. 

(2) A. bilineaiiis.Snout obtusely pointed. Scales more or 
less strongly keeleri, in 23 (rarely 25) rows ; 135 — 141 ventrals ; 
5*2 — 04 subcaudals, anterior single, posterior divided. 

Colour dull yellow or reddish-brown, with more or less distinct 
darker cross-bands, or alternating transverse blotches, with yellow 
edges ; a vertical yellow line on the rostral shield, and a fine 
yellow line round the snout ; belly brownish or blackish, with 
white spots. 

Total length, 1,100 millimetres; tail 200. 

Habitat: Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras. 

(3) ,-l. contortrix (The Copper-head). — Snout rounded or trun- 
cate. Scales strongly keeled, in 23 (rarely 25) rows ; 145 — 155 
ventrals ; 31 — 52 subcaudals, anterior sinj^le, posterior divided. 

Colour dull yellow or reddish-brown, with dark brown or 
brick-red cross-bars : these bars are sometinies interrupted on the 
vertebral line, and form alien mting triangles ; belly yellow or 
reddish, more or less spotted with grey or brown. 
* Total length, IKMJ millimetres; tail 110. 

Habitat: North America, from Massachusetts and Kansas to 
Northern Florida and Texas. 

This snake is often more dreaded than a liattle-Snake, 

(b) Lachesis. 



In Lachesis the caudal rattle is represented by a series of 10 
or 12 rows of spiny scales, which are slightly hooked at the tips. 
The bead is covered with small shields or smooth or keeled scales, 
with or without apical pits. The maxillary is much reduced; the 
transverse or pterygoid bone, on the contrary ^ is greatly developed. 
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The name is derived ft'om one of the Parca», daughters of Night, 
who placed the thread on the spindle, and upon Avhoin depended 
the fate of men. 

In addition to the 19 Asiatic species, of which we have aJready 
given descriptions, the genus Lackenis includes 21 American Bpecies. 

(1) L. muius (Bushmaster, or Surucucu). — Two or three scales 
separating the internasals in front ; 10 to 15 scales on a line be- 
tween the supraoculars ; 9 or 10 supralabials. F>ca]es tubercularly 
keeled, feebly imbricate, in 35 or ;^7 rows ; ^(Hl — 280 ventrals ; 
3;i^-50 subcaudals. 



s^; 



FjG, CB.—Lflctmsh UiHctalatitfi {F^r-de4mKf of Maktimqce), 
{After Stejneger.) 



Colour yellow or pinkish on the back, with a series of large 
rhomboidal brown or black spots enclosing smaller light spots ; 
a black streak from the eye to the angle of the mouth. 

Total length. 1.005 millimetres; tail 170. 

Habitat : Central and Tropical South America. 

(2) L, htn€eolatH,<i (known as tlie Fer-de-lance in Martinique, 
and Jararacussu in Brazil; fig. (59). — Snout obtuse, slightly turned 
up ; upper head -scales small, imbricate, more or less strongly 
keeled, in 5 — 10 longitudinal series between the supraoculars, 
which are large; 7 or 8 supralablals. Scales in 2d — 33 rows. 
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sharply keeled ; 180 — 240 ventrala : 46 — 70 eubcandals, all or the 
greater part in two rows. 

Coloration very variable, grey, brown, yellow, olive, or reddish ; 
uniform or with more or less distinct dark spots, or croas-bands» 
or with dark triangles on the sides enclosing pale rhombs ; a dark 
streak from the eye to the angle of the mouth ; belly yellowish, 
uniform^ or spotted with brown. 

Total length, 1,(>00 milliraetres ; tail lUO. 

Habitat : Tropical America ; Mexico, Martinique, Bt. Lucia, 
Bequia Island near St. Vincout, Venezuela, Guianas, Kio de Janeiro. 

This snake does not exist in Guadeloupe. " In the islands in 
which it is found," saya Dr. Kufz de Lavison, " its presence makes 
itself felt even where man ha^ buitt hiB dwelling and culdvatea 
the soil. Because of it no one can carelessly lie down to rest in 
the shade of a tree ; no one can walk in the woods or enter un- 
concernedly into the pleasures of the chase." It is especially 
abundant in coffee and sugar plantations, and is met with from the 
sea-level up to the summits of the highest mountains in Martinique 
and St. Lucia. It not infrequently makes its way into human 
habitations, and is not uncommon in gardens, even entering those 
of the town of Fort-de-France. 

It does not seek its prey by day, but remains on the aJert. 
always ready to bite. With open mouth, and fangs projecting for- 
wards, it strikes with the rapidity of lightning. It swims in the 
rivers and moves over the ground with great speed, Oviposition 
takes place in July, and the young are hatched forthwith, the 
usual immber being from about 50 — 60. 

It feeds upon lizards and rats, but also destroys a certain number 
of fowls and turkeys. All the large animals are afraid of it Its 
bite is extremely dangerous, and causes about a hundred deaths 
in Martinique every year. 

In striking at its prey or at a man, the Fer-de-lancc throws 
back its head and opens its jaws widely, with the fangs directed 
forwards. It drives in its poison-teeth as with the blow of a 
8 
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hammer, and quickly draws back again. Wben very excited, it 

resumes its position and strikes afresh. It never becomes tarae, 
but is capable of living a fairly long time in captivity. I have kept 
a number of specimens of it for more than two years, caged in my 
laboratory. 

0} L. airox (Labaria) .^Closely resembling L. lanceolatus, 
but bulkier; the enormous head is armed with powerful fangs, 
which are often more than a centimetre in length ; 7 supralabial 
shields ; scales in 25 — IQ rows, strongly keeled ; IGl — 21G ventrals ; 
47^ — TH pairs of subcaudals. 

Colour brown, with dark cross-bands or triangular blotches, with 
the apices adjacent on the vertebral line ; a dark streak from the 
eye to the angle of the mouth ; belly yellowish-w^hite, speckled with 
brown, or lirown spotted with yellowish- white. 

Total length. 1,110 millimetres; tail 180. 

Hahitut : from Central America to Peru and Northern Brazil. 

(4) L. pulcher.-^Two postocular shields and a subocular, 
separated from the labials by one series of scales: 7 supralabials ; 
scales m 21 or '23 rows, strongly and tubercularly keeled : loG — 172 
ventrals ; 58 — 64 pairs o! subcaudals. 

Colour oliv^-CTrey, with brown, light-edged cross-bands, whicli 
are continuous or broken on the vertebral line ; a light streak 
from the eye to the angle of the mouth ; belly covered with minute 
confluent brown markings, with darker and lighter spots on the 
sides. 

Total length, 085 millimetres; tail 115. 

Habitat : Andes of Kcuador. 

(5) L.micropkthabnns. — Snout short, rounded ; eyes very small ; 
7 supralabials, of whicli the third and the sixth or seventh are 
the largest ; scales in 28 rows, dorsals tubercularly keeled ; 1511 — 
IGl ventrals ; 5'i — 55 subcaudal pain*. 

Colour yellowish-brown or pale olive on the back, with dark 
brown triangles on the sides ; posteriorly, the united triangles 
form croBB-bands ; a yellowish band from the eye to the side of 
the neck ; belly dark brown with yellowish spots. 



THE PBINCIPAL SPECIES OF POISONOUS SNAKES 115 

Total length, 630 millimetres ; tail 100. 
Habitat : Peru, Ecuador. 

(6) L. pictiis. — Snout obliquely truncate ; two series of scales 
between the eye and the labials; scales in 21 — 23 rows, strongly 
keeled ; 1 57 — 172 ventrals ; 40 — 74 pairs of subcaudals. 

Colour pale brown, with a dorsal series of large black-edged 
brown spots, which may form a vertebral zigzag band ; a black 
streak behind the eye, and a vertical bar below the eye ; belly 
yellowish, spotted with brown. 

Total length, 310 millimetres ; tail 43. 

Habitat : Peru. 

(7) L. alternatus. — Head narrow, elongate ; 8 — 9 supralabials ; 
scales in 29 — 3.5 rows, very strongly keeled ; 107 — 181 ventrals ; 
34 — .51 pairs of subcaudals. 

Colour brown, very elegantly marked with opposite or alternat- 
ing pairs of large C-shaped markings, which are dark brown, 
edged with black and yellow, and separated by narrow interspaces 
of the ground colour; head dark brown above, with a jf -shaped 
light marking, the transverse bar between the eyes ; belly whitish, 
spotted with brown or black. 

Total length, 1,190 millimetres; tail 110. 

Habitat : Southern Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay, Argentina. 

(8) L. neuwiedii (known as the Urutii in Brazil ; fig. 70). — 
Snout obtusely pointed; supraocular large, separated from its 
fellow by 0—9 longitudinal series of scales ; 8 or 9 supralabials ; 
scales very strongly keeled, in 21 — 27 rows ; 168—182 ventrals ; 
41 — 53 subcaudals. 

Colour yellowish or pale brown, with dark brown black-edged 
spots ; the spots on the back form a single series or a double 
alternating series ; a dark spot on the snout ; a pair of dark bands 
from the vertex to the nape, and another from the eye to the angle 
of the mouth ; belly yellowish, more or less powdered with brown. 

Total length. 770 millimetres ; tail 120. 

Habitat : Brazil, Paraguay, Argentina. 




Pio. 70. — Lac/tMi* ntwpifdit (known ks tbo Crutn iu Brazil). 
(After Lnccrdn..) 
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(9) L. ammodytoides. — Snout turned up^ in the shape of a wart ; 
two series of scales between the eye and the labials ; scales in 23 
or 25 rows, very strongly keeled ; 149 — IGO ventrals ; 3C) — -HK pairs 
of Bubcandals. 

Colour pale brown, v\"ith large brown black-edged spots or 
cross-bands, which may alternate and form a zigzag band ; a dark 
streak behind the eye ; bellj yellowish, spotted with brown. 

Total length, 4(30 millimetres ; tail 55. 

Habitat: North-eastern Patagonia and Argentina. 

(10) L. xanthogrammm — Head elongate, snout short ; scales 
in 27 rows, feebly keeled ; 19(3 ventrals ; 54 subcaudals. 

Colour very dark olive, with a yellow zigzag line on each side 
from the head to the base of the tail ■ the angular parts enclose 
rhombic spaces and lateral triangles ; top of head black, with a 
pair of undulating yellow bands from the nape to the vertex ; 
a bright golden band round the snout ; labials bright yellow ; 
ventral shields black, pater in the middle, with yellow triangular 
spots at their extremities. 

Total length, 1,530 millimetres; tail 190. 

Habitat : Eastern Ecuador, Andes of Colombia. 

(11) L. Ciistelnaudi. — Head narrow and elongate ; scales on the 
head smooth or feebly keeled, small ; body-weal es strongly keeled, 
in 25 or 27 rows ; 230 — 25;i ventrals ; 72 — H3 subcaudals, all or 
majority in a single row. 

Colour greyish or brown, with dark or light-edged spots or 
cross-bands ; head with dark epota, one of which occupies the 
middle of the snout ; a dark baud from the eye to the angle of the 
mouth ; belly brown or blackish, spotted with yellow. 

Total length, l.'i'iO millimetres ; tail IHO. 

Habitul : Brazil, Kcuador, Eastern Peru. 

(12) L. nnmmi/er. — 8nout broad, rounded ; 10 or 1 1 supralabials : 
scales in 23 — 27 rows, strongly keeled ; 121—134 ventrals ; 26 — M 
aubcaudals, all or the majority single. 

Colour pale brown, with a dorsal series of rhomboidal spots, 
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which may form a zigzag band : belly whitish, uniform or spotted 
with dark brown. 

Total length, H()0 millimetres ; tail 90. 
Habitat : Mexico and Central Araerica. 

(13) L, ffodmttni. — Snout i)roiitl, rounded ; 1? or 10 supralabials ; 
scales in '23 rows, strongly keeled; 135— 14'i ventrak; 32 — 34 
BuhcaudaU in a single row. 

Colour brown, with or without a dorsal series of large darker 
Hoots ; belly yellowish, more or less spotted with grey or l>!ackif;b. 
Total lenf^tb, 610 millimetres ; tail (JU. 
Htibliat : Guatemala. 

(H) L. la nshcrg it. ^Hnout pointed, turned up at the end, as in 
Vipera (inpifi: scales in 'ir>— 'J? rows, strongly keeled; 152 — 1.^0 
ventrals; 'i'J — B-'V subcaudals in a single row. 

Cobmr yellowifth-browu, pale brown, or grey, with a dorsal 
fteries of large rhoniboidal or squarish spotSj usually divided by a 
narrow yellow or ttrani^e vertebral line ; cheeks blackish ; belly 
powdered with brown, with or witiiout whitiMli spots. 
Total length. 57.i millimetres; tail 70. 

Ifnftittit : from Southern Mexico tn t'olombia, Venezuela, 
anil Brazil. 

ll.'i) L. hrnchtj^toma, — Similar to the foregoing species; scales 
ill 2H irarely 'lh\ rows ; 132—150 ventrnis ; 27^38 snhcaudals. 
Total length, 5<K) millimetres ; tail .'iO_ 
Hahitoi : Southern Mexico and Central America- 
(111) /.. biliHtittUH. — Snout rounded; 7 or H supralabials : scales 
in 27— :*5 rowH, strongly keeled ; 1U8— 21fcS ventrals ; 59—71 
nubcaudalH, all or majority in two raws. Tail prfhrttsUe. 

Colonr green, uniforni or spotted with l>lack : ;i lateral yellow 
htrcak ; btlly white ; end of tail reddish. 
Total li'figth, H4U millimetres; tail 125. 
Unbttfit ; Hra/-il, Bolivia, Peru, Kcuador. 

ll7l /'. n mitt ill tun. Snout short, romided ; 11 supralabials ; 
iicaleM in 21 rows, the dorsals strongly or very strongly keeled ; 
liy — 171 ventrals ; 41 — ilJ pairs of suhcaudals. Tail preheiisilf. 
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Colour olive or brown, sometimes speckled witli black, with a 
dorsal series of rhomboidal dark spots or an undulous ol' zigzag 
band ; belly yellowish or brownish, powdered with blackish. 

Total length, 570 millimetres ; tail 75- 

Habitat : Mexico. 

(18) L, lateruhs.'^-irinoui rounded ; U siipralabials ; fecalei!) in '21 
or 23 rows, rather strongly keeled ; 171 ventrals ; .'jO subcaudals, in 
a single row. Tall prehensite. 

Colour green, with a yellow^ line on each side of the body, 
Total length, 485 millimetres ; tail 75. 
Habitat : Costa Bica. 

(19) L. hicolor. — Very similar to the foregoiug ; scales in 21 
rows ; 1(54—167 ventrals ; 62 — 67 subcaudals, in a sintrl« row* 

Colour uniform fjreen, yellowish on the belly. 

Total length, 375 millimetres ; tail 60. 

Habitat: Guatemala. 

{'20) L. schlff/edi, — Snout rounded ; H or 9 supralabials ; scales 
in 19 — 25 rows, more or less strongly keeled; JHS — \&2 ventraln ; 
47 — 62 subcaudals, in a single row. Tail prehensile. 

Coloration very variable, green or olive, spotted with black, or 
with pinkish, reddish, ot purplisb lilack-edj^ed spots or cross-bars: 
belly yellow, spotted with green ^ or variefjated ; end of tail generally 
red. 

Total length, 000 ujilhaietres ; tail 115. 

Habitat .' Central America, Colombia, Ecuador. 

(21) L. HUfroviridis, — Snout short, rounded ; J) — 11 supralabials ; 
19 rows of scales, rather feebly keeled ; 134—146 ventrals ; 4!J — b4 
subcaudals, in a single row. Tail prchcHnik. 

Colour green or olive, spotted with black ; head with a black 
streak on each side ; belly yellowish. 
Total length, 535 millimetres ; tail 90. 
Habiiat : Costa Eica. 

(22) L. aurifer. — Hnout short and broad; 9 or 10 supralabials ; 
scales in 19 rows, rather strongly keeled; 154— 15H ventrals; 
63 — 61 subcaudals, single. Tail prehensilr. 
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Colour green, gpottecl with yellow ; a black streak on the temple ; 
belly greenish-yellow. 

Total length, &*25 millimetres ; tail 145. 
Habitdt : rTiiatenmla. 



(c) SIstrurus. 

Head very distinct from neck, covered above with nine large 
symmetrical shields : eyes rather small, with vertical pupils. Body 
cylindrical; scales keeled, witJi apical pits; tail short, ending in 
a segmented horny apparatus irattle), producinii a special sound ; 
subcaudals all or the majority in a single row. 

ii) S. miiiariiis (Ground llattle-Bnake). — 9 — 11 supralabials ; 
Bcales in 21 or '23 rows, strongly keeled ; 1*27 — 139 ventrals ; 27— 3() 
snbcaudals ; rattle short, consisting at the moat of 10 segments. 

Colour greyish, yellowish, or brown, the vertebral line often 
orange ; two undulating dark stripes from between the eyes to the 
occiput, the enclosed space usually orange ; belly whitish, spotted 
with dark brown or black. 

Total length, f>'20 millimetres; tail 70. 

Habitat : Houth-easteni North America, from North Carolina 
to Texas. 

{% S, catcftatus (Prairie Rattle-Snake, or Mas&asanga, fig. 71). 
— Two or three series of scales between the eye and the labials; 
11 — 14 supralabials ; scales in '28 or 25 rows; ZSH — 1A3 ventrals; 
20 — 31 subcaudals. 

Colour the same as in S. miliariuH : a dark spot on the parietal 
shields. 

Total length, (M) millimetres; tail HO. 

Habitat Great Lakes district ; United States east of the 
Kocky Mountains and west of the Mississippi ; Northern Mexico. 

(3) .S. ratms. — 11 or 1*3 supralabiala ; scales in *2I or '23 rows; 
147 ventrals ; '26 stibcandals. 

Colour yellowish-brown, with a dorsal series of dark brown 
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spots, longer than broad, and a series of transverse dark bars on 
each side ; belly yellowish, spotted with blackish-brown. 

Total length, 200 miUimetres ; tail 22. 

Habitat : Vera Cruz, Mexico. 




(d) Crotalus (Battle- Snakes). 

These snakes differ from all others in that the end of the tail 
bears a series of large conical scales, forming rattles, each fitting 
into the next and movable in such a manner that when the reptile 
causes them to move they produce a strident sound (fig. 72). 

The length of 
these animals often 
exceeds 2,000 mil- 
limetres. The head 
is flat, very large 
and expanded pos- 
teriorly, and ter- 
minated in front by 
a short, truncate 
snout ; it is covered 
above with scales or 
small shields. 

Battle - Snakes 
are armed with enor- 
mous fangs enclos- 
ing a complete canal, 
which extends 
throughout almost 
their entire length. 
The poison - glands 
are of the size of a large almond. 

The number of segments in the rattle is variable, but rarely 
exceeds 18 or 20. At the time of the shedding of the skin these 
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Fig. 72. — A, Homy appcudago (rattle) of Crotaliis 
liorridus (three-quarters natural size. After Garman). 
B, longitudinal section of the same. G, separated 
segments of the appendage : a, terminal point ; h, 
basal segment (after Czermak). 
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segments fall off and are at once replaced Contrary' to the belief 
which was long entertained, their number bears no relation to the 
age of the snake. 

Rattle-Snakes are met with especially in stony and arid 
localities, or among brushwood near water. They hardly ever bite 
except when surprised or attacked. 

(1) C. terrificus (Dog-faced Rattle-Snake, Casca vella in Brazil ; 
fig. 73). — Snout very short; three or four series of scales between 
the eye and the supralabial shields ; body-scales in 23 — 31 rows, 
dorsals very strongly keeled ; 160 — 199 ventrals ; 18 — 30 sub- 
caudals. 

Colour brown, with a series of darker, light-edged rhombs, 
often lighter in the centre ; a dark streak from the eye to the 
angle of the mouth ; belly yellowish-white, uniform or spotted with 
brown ; tail generally brown or blackish. 

Total length, 1,320 millimetres ; tail 130. 

Habitat : Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas to Southern Brazil, 
and Northern Argentina. 

(2) C. scM^M^a^Ms (Texas Rattle-Snake ; fig. 74). — 13 — 16 supra- 
labials ; scales in 25 or 27 rows ; dorsals striated and strongly 
keeled ; 167—170 ventrals ; 18 — 20 subcaudals. 

Colour yellowish or greyish-brown, with a series of large dark 
brown light-edged rhomboidal spots ; an oblique dark streak below 
the eye ; belly uniform yellowish-white. 

Total length, 760 millimetres ; tail 65. 

Habitat : Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, North Mexico. 

(3) C. conjluentus (Pacific or Mottled Rattle-Snake; fig. 75). 
— Upper head-scales small, striated ; 13 — 18 supralabials ; body 
scales in 25 — 29 rows, striated and strongly keeled ; 168 — 197 
ventrals ; 17 — 34 subcaudals. 

Colour yellowish, greyish, or pale brown, with a dorsal series 
of large brown or red spots, usually rhomboidal or transversely 
elliptic in shape ; a light streak or triangular marking across the 
supraocular shields ; belly yellowish, uniform or spotted with 
brown. 



Tosal 'jssir^ 1-533 jtiZIiiacures ; laC 1-kV 

Habii'i: : W€ss«n Xonh Amencau fronu Biiush Cv^ambi* K* 
Soath Ca2if:?sia. ea^irmrds to Assiniboo, l>ftko«k Xi^hpfcskik 
Kacsas. azii Wes5«Ts and Soaihem Te3c*s : Northern Mexkw 

Aooiriiji;: to Hc-lhr-yik, this reptile ieeds upk>n young mhbtts^ 
5.qn:rre!s. ni< and zuher small mammals. It lays its ^gs in 
Aae;i?t. acd the young are hatched at once, and ane cjipable of 
seeking their own fo:^. 

In capiiviry as welJ as under natural conditions the Mottled 
Katiie- Snake is an excessively irritable species. ** The noise of 
the wind." aays Brehm. "or even the distant view of a man or 
animal, are sufficient to irritate it. It then coils itself up in a 
spiral, and places its head and tail in the centre of the disc thus 
formed, in a state of absc»lute immobility, .\fter a short interval 
the creature raises its head to a height of about 8 to 1*2 inches 
abc»ve the jiround. carves its neck in the shape of an S. and 
elevates its tail into a vertical position and shakes it vijjorxnisly. 
whereupon the strident noise caused by the rattle is heaul. So 
rapid are the movements communicated by the CroUtfus to its tail 
that they can scarcely be distinguished. So lon«» as the Ct\>tiilHs 
believes itself menaced it remains in the position that we have 
just described, and continues to sound its rattle. If one withdraws 
from the irritated snake, the sound gradually lessons and ceases, 
to begin again more vigorously when the reptile is once nunv 
approached.' 

The bite of these snakes is exceedingly dangerous. Pigs wago 
an inveterate war against them and devour them. 

At the Pasteur Institute at Lille, I have kept sovoral of thoao 
reptiles in captivity for eighteen months and longer. They 
invariably refused their food, and I uhvuys had to ivsort to 
artificial feeding. They are easily capable of withstanding a 
prolonged fast. 

(4) C. durissus (Common Kattle-SnakeK— 7 or H longitudinal 
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series of scales between the siipfaoculars, 3 or 4 series of scales 
between the eye and the labials ; 13 — 16 supralabiats ; scales in 
!25 — i29 rows, dorsals strongly keeled ; vetitrals 109 — 181 ; 'M — 32 
subcaudals. 

Colour pale greyish or brownish, with a dorsal series of large 
blackish rhomboidal spots ; a yellowish cross-line between the 
eyes ; snout blackish ; end of tail usually black ; belly yellowish, 
more or less spotted with brown or black. 

Total length may be as much as 8 feet (2,400 millimetres). 

Habitat : South-eastern United States, from North Carolina 
to Florida and the mouths of the Mississippi. 

(5) G. /fOTTtrfws.-^Snpraociilars considerably narrower than the 
space between them, which is covered by 3 — 8 longitadinal series 
of small scales; 12 — If) supralabiala ; body scales in "i"^ — 29 rows, 
dorsals very strougly keeled; 165 — 178 ventrals ; 19 — '29 sub- 
caudals. 

Colour greyiah-brown, usually with a rusty vertebral stripe, 
and V- or M-shaped blackish cross-bands ; head uniform above, 
with a dark band from the eye to the angle of the mouth ; usually 
a pair of roundish or triangular dark spots on the nape ; belly 
yellowish, uniforn) or spotted with blackish ; end of tail blackish. 

Total length, 1,340 milHmetrea ; tail 135. 

Habitat : United States, from Massachusetts and Iowa to 
Northern Florida and Texas. 

((>) C tigris. — 13 — 15 supralabials ; scales in i23 or 25 rows, 
dorsals strongly keeled ; 166- — l8l ventrals; 20 — 46 subcaudals. 

Colour yellowish or pale brown, with a dorsal series of brown 
spots and cross-bands posteriorly ; sides with smaller dark spots ; 
belly yellowish, spotted with brown. 

Total length, 380 millimetres ; tail 50. 

Habitat : Southern Califorina, Lower California, Nevada, 
Colorado, Arizona, and Northern Mexico. 

(7) C -niitchelH.— 14^16 supralabials ; scales in 25 rowsj 
striated, dorsals strongly keeled ; 17H— 198 ventrals ; 24 — 26 
flubcaudals. 
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Colour greyish-yellow to aalmon-red, finely punctalated with 
brown, with a dorsal series of transverse darker spots ; belly 
yellowish. 

Total length, 1,020 millimetres ; tail (H). 

Habitat : Desert regions of Southern California, Lower Cali- 
fornia, and Arizona. 

(8) C. tfiserlatus.—^d — -13 sapralabials ; scales in '21 — ^25 rows, 
dorsals strongly keeled ; 142 — 184 ventralg ; 22 — 30 subcaudals. 

Colour olive or brown, with a vertebral series of rather small 
dark brown spots edged with black and white; belly yellowish, 
spotted with dark brown, or dark grey-brown powdered with 
whitish. 

Total length, 530 niilJimetrea ; tail 65. 

Habitat : Mexico. 

(9) C, pohjstictus, — Closely allied to the foregoing, but 4 inter- 
nasals, 14 or 15 supralabials, and scales in 27—30 rows ; 123 — 151 
%'entrals ; 18 — '23 subcaudals. 

Colour yellowish-brown, beautifully marked with G or 7 longi- 
tudinal series ol alternating, elongate, dark brown, black- and white- 
edged spots, separated by narrow interspaces of the ^ound-colour ; 
a pair of diverging dark bands on the top of the head, separated 
by a narrow pinkish-wbite streak ; belly pinkish or yellowish, 
spotted with dark brown. 

Total length, 600 millimetres ; tail 60. 

Habitat : Tableland of Mexico. 

UO) C. kpidus. — 12 supralabiala; scales in 21 or 23 rows, dorsals 
strongly keeled; 1.^3^169 ventrals; 24 — 31 eubcaiidals. 

Colour brown or greenish-grey, with dark brown or jet-black 
light-edged cross-bands, narrowing on the sides; two dark spots, 
or a V- or heart-shaped black marking on the nape ; belly dirty 
white, spotted with brown. 

Total length, 350 millimetres ; tail 60. 

Habitat : Western Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, North Mexico. 

UI) C. cerastes (Horned Battle- Snake ; tig. 7ij). ^Supraocular 
9 
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transformed into a raised horn-ltke process ; 11 — 13 supralabials ; 
Bcalea in '21 or *2H rows; dorsals feebiy keeled, each scale aloti^ the 
middle of Lbe back with a central tuberoular awelling; 14(> vontrats; 
17 snbcaudalft. 

Colour yellowish, with a dorsal series of rather indistinct brown 
blotches ; a narrow brown streak from the eye to the angle of the 
mouth. 

Total length, 250 millimetres : tail 20. 

Habitat : Desert regions of Southern California, Nevada, 
Arizona, and Utah. 



F. —H YDS OPHIINM ( SEA - SNA KES), 



The Sea-Snakes, which are found in great nuiiiberg^ on the 
shores of the Indian Ocean, are common throughout the whole 
of the tropical zone of the China Sea and the Pacific. They are 
met with from the Persian Gulf to the west coast of Equatorial 
America, but are entirely absent from the east coast of the same 
continent and the west and east coasits of Africa. 

They often travel in companies. All arc poifionous, and very 
savage. They never come to land, and move witli difficulty if 
taken out of the water, althouf^h they are excellent swimmers. It 
is impossible to keep them in captivity in aquariums, and they die 
ill two or three days. Their food consists of fishes and criistacea. 
Their tail is prehensile, and they make use of it as an anchor lo 
attach themselves to coral reefs when they wish to rest. They 
generally float on the surface of the waves, but can dive to great 
depths, thanks to the extreme dilatability of their" lungs, which 
enables them to store up large reserves of air. They are viviparous. 
In Lhese snakes, the head, which is always very small, m 
scarcely distinct from the body. It is often covered with nine 
large shields. The body is laterally compressed, and the tail, 
which serves as a fin, is similarly flattened. The nostrils open 
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Upper 
other. 



curved teeth. Snout long, bsariiig the noatrila on its 
sufface; head-shields large, nasals in coataefc with each 
Body rather yhort ; scales hexagonal or squarish, juxtaposed ; no 
distinct ventral scales. 

The principal species of this getius 
is H. ptaturus (syn. Pelamis bicolor, 
hg, 78), 

Coloration black or brown and 
yellow, with very variable markings. 

Total lenj^th, 700 millimetres ; tail 
80. 

Habitat : Indian Ocean, Tropical 
and Sub-tropical Pacific. 



Fia. 79. -Ui^drua ptaturus (ayn, 

P(ilfimi% bicotpr)^ 

(Aft-er Krefft.) 



(3) Thalassophis, 

Poieon-fangs followed by 5 small teeth. Snout short ; nostrils 
superior, horifsontat, between two nasal shields and an inter-nasal ; 
frontal and parietal shields large ; prffiocular present. Body rather 
elongate ; scales hexagonal, juxtaposed ; no distinct ventral scales. 

T, anomalus. — Body with dark animli, wider on the back. 

Total length, 810 miUtmetres ; tail t^. 

Habitat : Java. 



(3) Acalyptophis. 

Maxillaries longer than the ectopterygoids ; frontal and parietal 
shields broken up into scales. Body rather elongate ; scales sub- 
imbricate ; no distinct ventrals. 

A.peronii. — Greyish or pale olive, with dark cross-bands; belly 
whitish. 

Total length, 890 millimetres ; tail U5. 

Habitat : Western Tropieul Pacific. 




(5) HydrophiB* 

(Fig. 79.) 

PoisoD-faugs large, 
followed by a series of 
7 — 18 solid teetb. Head 
Muall ; nostrils on the 
upper surface of the 
suoiitf pierced in a 
single nasfti shield ; 
head - shields large ; 
prteoctilar present. 
Body long, often very 
slender anteriorly ; 
scales on the anterior 

M\\ \** ^^^^' ' ^" " ' Uc, rwlnnjiular, keeled or tubercular; 

^^ii^^V' t''"i^' ' V. V«uy Kiuall. 

,y » stdv wwUhit \ti [%% li'Hst 'i'i) species of HyoKopHis 

*^V lUW^^V 4'^^***' ^^^^^^ (W^uwilly met wuli are the following :— 
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H. spiralis. — Olive above, yellowish beneath, with black rings ; 
head black above, With a borse-Bhoe-shaped yellow mark, the 
convexity of which rests on the prsefroiital shields ; end of tail 
black. 

Total length, 400 millimetres. Grows to 1,800 milbmetres. 

Habitat : Coasts of India, and the Malay Archipelago. 

H. ccerukscens. — Grey itbove, with black cross-bands, which 
form complete rings, or are interrupted on the belly ; head uniform 
black. 

Total length, 665 millimetres; tail 75. 

Habitat: Bombay Coast, Bay of Bengal, Straits of Malacca. 

H, ttigrocitictus. — Pale olive on the back, yellowish on the beUy, 
with black aunnli, which are broader on the back. 

Total length, 1,000 millimetres ; tail 100. 

Habitat : Bay of Bengal and Straits of Malacca. 

H. elegans (fig, 80). — Yellowish-white, 

back with transverse rhomboidal black 

spots, separated by a series of small black 
spots ; belly with black spots or cross- 
bars ; head blackish, with a more or less 
distinct hght crescentic marking across 
the snout, from above the eyes. 

Total length, 710 millimetres ; tail <50. 

Habitat : North coast of Australia. 

H. gntcilL'i. — Blnish-hlaek or greyish, 
olive above in the adult, with more or less 
distinct lighter cross-hands anteriorly. 
Young sometimes with rhombic black 
cross-bands extending to the belly, or sub-interrupted on the sides. 

Total length, 1,0'20 railhmetres: tail 90. 

Habitat . Coasts of Persia, India, and Ceylon ; Malay Archipelago. 

H. cantoris. — Body dark olive or blackish anteriorly, with 
yellowish cross-bands above ; posterior part of body olive above, 
yellowish on the sides ; tail with olive vertical bars ; a blackish 
streak along the belly. 



FiQ. 80, — Hi/drophis elegans. 
(After Kreflt.) 
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Total length, 1,100 millimetres; tail 90. 

Habitat : Bay of Bengal. 

H. fasciatus. — Head and neck bln^jk, the latter with yellowish 
cross-bands; body pale, with black annuli, which are broader on 
the back. 

Total length, 1,000 millimetres ; tail 85. 

Habitat : From the coasts of India to China and New Guinea. 

H. obscurus (syn. H. stricticollis). — Olive or dark green above, 
with yellowish cross-bars, which form complete rings round the 
slender anterior part of the body ; a yellow spot on the snout, and 
a yellow streak on each side of the upper surface of the head. 

Total length, 970 millimetres ; tail 105. 

Habitat : Bay of Bengal, Malay Archipelago. 

H. leptodira. — Black, with yellow cross-bars on the neck, and 
complete annuli on the body, the bars and annuli numbering 77. 

Total length, 525 millimetres ; tail 40. 

Habitat : Mouths of the Gauges. 

(6) Distira. 

(Pig. 81.) 

Poison-fangs large, followed by 4 — 10 grooved teeth. Head 
larger than in Hydrophis ; body more or less elongate ; scales on 
the anterior part of the body imbricate; veutrals more or less 
distinct, and always very small. 

The species of this genus, 18 in number according to the British 
Museum Catalogue, are found in the Indian and Pacific Oceans, 
from the Persian Gulf to Japan and New Caledonia. 

The most important are : — 

D. ornata. — Uniform blackish-olive on the back, whitish on the 
belly. 

Total length, 1,200 millimetres ; tail 130. 

Habitat : From the Mouth of Persian Gulf, and the coasts of 
India and Ceylon to New Guinea, and North Australia. 
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D. suhcincta. — Trunk with 41 broatl dark croBs-batjds, about as 
broad as the interspaces^ not extending downwards to the middle 
of the side ; a series of small roundish, blackish spots along the 
lower part of the sides. 

Total length, 1.070 luiltiraetres ; tail 100. 

Habitat : Indian Ocean. 



Fig. 8l.— Skull or Diatira. 
(Alter G. A. Boulenger, op. ct(.) 



D* cyanocineta, — Gieenish-olive above, with dark olive or black 
cross-bars or annuli, broader on the back, and sometimes joined by 
a black band along the belly, or yellowish, with a black vertebral 
stripe and a few bars on the neck. 

Total length, 1,-500 millimetres ; tail 140. 

Habitat: From the Persian Gulf and the coasts of India to 
China, Japan, and Fapuasia. 

D. jerdonii. — Olive above* yellowish on the belly, with black 
cross-bands formin*^ complete rings in young and half- grown 




little longer 
«etopterygoids ; 
moderate, fol- 
1 abort interval, 
— U> grooved teeth ; 
aiihdibutar teeth 
.^■i giROved. Snout 
.,0^; hcMii shields large, 
ap into scales. 
te ; scales im- 
ventrals large, — 
the middle. fl 

lis. — Brown, or 
r, with brown 
teiiuug more or less 
CDOss-bftrs. 
T9C*> leogtli, 930 inilli- 
<«R6: tail 110. 
Hi*Mliif : Coasts of New 
^ aa<M vid Australia. 

Other species of Aipy- 
- xcs {A. etjdouxiiy annu- 
.i.*i*s, and liBois) are found 
jtt (he coasts of Singapore, 
Jatm, Celebes, and the 
fltttipiuiie and Loyalty 
Ultiids. 



jjy <»t» OiT two small solid teeth 
^^^ ^^tUary. Head shields large ; 
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nostrils lateral, the nasal shields separated by the internasals. 
Body greatly elongate ; scales smooth and imbricate ; ventrals and 
subcaadals large. 

Foar species, distribated in the eastern parts of the Indian 
Ocean and in the Western Pacific. 

P. latieaudatus (syn. P. fischeri ; fig. 84). — Olive above, 
yellowish on the belly, with 29 — 48 black annoli. 

Total length : 970 millimetres ; tail 90. 

Habitat: From the Bay of Bengal to the China Sea and the 
Western Sooth Pacific Ocean. 

P. colubrinujs (fig. 83). — Olive above, yellowish on the belly, 
with 28 — 54 black annali, some or all of which may be interrupted 
below. 

Total length, 1,270 millimetres; tail 125. 

Habitat : From the Bay of Bengal to the China Sea and the 
Western South Pacific Ocean. 

P. muelleri. — (52 black annuli, some of which are interrupted 
on the belly. 

Habitat : Only found in the South Pacific Ocean (subtropical 
zone), as far as the New Hebrides and the shores of Tasmania. 

P. schistorhynchns. — Coloration and size as in P. colubrinus ; 
body with 25 — 45 annuli. 

Habitat : Western Tropical Pacific. 
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(. iib:0(!ti.iPiUCAL lUSTRIBUTION OF THE PRINCIPAL 

{!b:sh'tiA OF roisoxous snakes in the five divi- 

.'<10SS OF THF won UK 



[V EVBOPE. 
KvMu.ikiM Si-m-Kamuiks (iBKBRA 



\ U'k,k4U' V \ l/i«#INt«- 



Vifwra 



Gkoobaphical Abba 
I Borders of the Mediterra- 
T nean in Franceand Spain; 
( Italy (only in Liguria). 
France, Italy, Switzerland, 
Austria- Hungary, Ger- 
many, Belgium, Sweden 
and Norway, Gt. Britain, 
Spain and Portugal, Bos- 
nia and Herzegovina, 
Southern Russia, Turkey 
and Greece. 



tltfJl\-l'^UUH 



(2^ ASIA. 

Htftinia 

Thalimaophis 

Acoltfptophix 

Htfilrflapn 

Htfdn>phiii 

lip^surmt 
I'lafutMn 



'' tti.mtltUHffttt^M» 



Persian Gulf, Indian Ocean, 
Bay of Bengal, Straits 
of Malacca, China Sea, 
Philippines, and Malay 
Archipelago. 



I India, Ceylon, Burma, Indo- 

■j China, Southern China, 

I Dutch Indies, Borneo. 

( India, Ceylon, Burma, Indo- 
china, Dutch Indies, 

( Philippines. 

( South-eaHtem Asia, India, 

i Japan, Philippines. 

I South-eastern Asia, India, 
Burma. Indo-Chinn, For- 

i inosa, Southern China. 

( Indo-China, Malay Penin- 

1 sula. 
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ASIA.— [conid.) 
Families Sub-Families Genera 



' Viperince ... 



ViPEBIU.E ^ 



' Crotfilince 



I 'ipera 



I'Meiidoceragten 
Ci'msles 

KchiH 



Aiiciistrotlon. 



LarJu:ii>i 



Geooraphical Area 

I Turkestan, Ural, Siberia, 
' Caucasus, Persia, Ar- 
menia, Western China, 
I India, Ceylon, Hima- 
( lavas. 

Persia. 

Arabia. Palestine. 
f Persia, Arabia, India, Balu- 
(^ chistan, Afghanistan. 
I Transcaspia, Turkestan, 
Himalayas, Southern 
^ China, Formosa, Japan, 
I Ceylon, Java. 
jSouthcasteni Asia, India, 
' Southern China, Indo- 
j Cliinn, Formosa, Suma- 
i tra. 



(3) AFIilCA. 



CoLi'HRii).*: Eliiiiiiup .. 



Bordeiujeriua 
Hltijiech in ... 

Noja 

Si'jx-flou 

Anpidclaj)!! ... 
Walterinueifid 
HuinorcUipx ... 

Dnidranpix ... 



Central Africa. 

Central and South Africa. 
fKf^ypt, Central and West 
.\frica, Morocco, Congo, 
I Angola. 

( Soutli Africa, Cai)e of Good 
( Hope. 

( South and South-east Af- 
( rica, Mozambique. 

Egypt. 

( South Africa. Cape of Good 
( Hope. 

I Central and South Africa, 
.\ngola. Great Lakes. 
I Congo, Transvaal. 
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AFRICA.— {conn.) 



Famiues Sub-Families 



Gbneba 



Viperid;!': Viperiiue ... 



Cattaus 
Vipera 

Bitis .. 

Ceraatea 
Echia ... 

Atheria 



\ Atractaapia 



Geographical Area 

( West Africa, Gambia, Great 
•! Lakes, Congo, Angola. 
( Transvaal. 

( Morocco, Algeria, Tunis, 
1 P3gypt, Mozambique. 

Zanzibar. ZanibeKia, the 

Cape, Transvaal, Congo, 

I the Gaboon, Benguella, 

' Angola, Senegal. Nigeria. 

North Africa, the Sahara. 
(North Africa, I.uke Chad, 
I Soiidan. Kgypt, Soraali- 
i land, Socotra. 
r Tropical Africa, Dahomey, 
■j Lagos, the Cameroons, 
I the Gaboon, Congo. 

(Tropical and Soutli Africa, 
Congo, Angola, Lake 
Chad, tlie Gaboon, Da- 
homey, Gold Coast, Zan- 
zibar, Somaliland, Natal, 
and the Cape. 
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(4) OCEANIA. 



Pamimks. 



SCB Famii-iks. 



.. Hydrophiitue 



COLDBKII).*: 



Elapinte 



(Iknkra 

/ Hijdrus 
ThalaaaophiH 
Hydrelaj/x 
Hildrophis .. 
Diatira 
EnhydriH 
Enhydrinti .. 
Aipymirim .. 
Plat urns 
O (J mod on 

lilyphodon .. 

Pseudel(ij)H .. 

Die turn ia 
PseudechiH .. 

Deniitonia .. 



MicropevhiH 

HoplorephaluH 
Tropidcchis... 
No fr eh in 
lihinhoplocepholu 
BrachytiHpiH 

AcanthophxH 

Elapognathus 
lihynchelaps 
\ Fur inn 



(tkookaphical Area. 



]<i<|uat()rial luid Sub-tropi- 
cal Pacific Ocean, the 
Moluccas, PapuaKia, New 
(iuincu, (.'elebes. Timor, 
Australia, Tasniania,New 
('iil«'donia, NewHebrides. 

Fiji Islands. 

I Nortliern Australia, New 
I (ruiiu'a. 

I Australia, th Moluccas, 
', Pai)ua8ia. 

.\ustralia, Ne>v Guinea. 

Australia, New Guinea. 
I .Xustralia, Solomon Islands,. 
I Tasmania. 

I New (luinca. Solomon Is- 
( lands. 

Australia. 

Australi»», 

Australia, Tasmania. 

.Australia. 

.\ustralia. 

( Moluccas, Papuasia, North- 
( ern Australia. 

Australia. 

Australia. 

.\ustralia. 
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PART II. 

CHAPTER IV. 

SECRETION AND COLLECTION OF VENOM IN 
SNAKES. 

Non-poisonous as well as poisonous snakes possess parotid and 
upper labial glands capable of secreting venom. In the former the 
organs of inoculation are wanting, but we shall see later on that 
the toxic secretion of their glands is just as indispensable to them 
as to the snakes of the second category for the purpose of enabling 
them to digest their prey. 

For the morphological, histological, and physiological demon- 
stration of the existence of these glands in harmless reptiles we 
are indebted to Leydig (1878), whose discovery has since been 
confirmed and extended by the researches of Pliisalix and Ber- 
trand, Alcock, L. Kogers, and L. Lannoy. 

The parotids of Grass Snakes are mixed glands of the sero- 
niucous type. The serous tubes are situate almost exclusively in 
the posterior portion of the gland. As we proceed towards tb« 
anterior portion, we find that these serous tubes are interspersed 
with others which are exclusively mucous or sero-mucous, and they 
become entangled with those of the upper labial gland, properly 
so-called. The substance of the gland is divided into several lob«« 
by bands of connective tissue ; the tubes are separated by septa <A 
the same tissue, in extremely delicate layers (Lannoy). 

In poisonous snakes these glands are much more devekifM»C. 
especially in their liiilder portions, which sotnetimes Hawmwr 
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enormous dimensions. They may attain the size of a large 
almond (Crotalus, Naja), and they then occupy the spacious 
chamber ah-eady described (Chap. I,, p. 10), which is situated 
behind the eye on each side of the skall. 

Each gland is surrounded by a thick capsule of fibrous tissue, 
two prolongations of which, the one anterior, the other posterior, 
keep it in its place beneath the via-fseter nmscle, A portion of 
the latter is inserted in the capsule itself, in such a way that 
when the snake closes its jaws to bite, the gland is forcibly com- 
pressed and the contained liquid is squeezed into its excretory duct. 

BetweL'U the muscle and the envelope of the jrlftud there is 
a serous pouch, which enables the one to elide over the other. 

The excretory duct runs along the outer side of the upper jaw*, 
and opens by a slit at the base of the poison-fang, with which 
it inosculates at right angles in & little muscular mass forming a 
sphineter. 

In the normal position of repose, the poison-fang is always 
concealed by a gingival fold of mucous membrane, in the sub- 
stance of which are buried a few fibres of the tendon of the 
internal pterygoid muscle. When the latter contracts, the tooth 
is almost completely exposed, and the efferent duct of the gland 
then assumes an oblique position, which allows of the direct dis- 
charge of the venom through the canal which runs along the 
greater portion of the length of the tooth. 

When the poison-fangs are folded back in their sheath, the 
poisonous secretion can escape freely into tlte buccal cavity by 
the slit situated at the base of the faugs. 

At the moment when the animal is about to bite, when it 
throws back its head and opens its jaws, directing its fanf^s for- 
wards, the mUBcles that come into action {mas>seters, temporals, 
and pteri/fjoidfi) compress the glands on each side, and cause the 
venom to be expelled in a sudden jet, as if by a sort of ejaculatory 
process. In the case of certain species the venom may be projected 
to a distance of more than a yard. 
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The quantity of venom secreted by the glands varies greatly, 
according to the length of time which has elapsed since the animal 
took its last mea.1, and in Ewcordance with a number of other con- 
ditions not very easy to determine. 

The Common Viper of Europe yields scarcely 10 centigrammes 
of poison, while an adult Indian Cobra may excrete mure than 1 
gramme. 



Freshly collected venom is a syrupy liquid, citron-yellow or 
slightly opalesdent white in colour. 

When dried rapidly in vacuo or in a desiccator over caloimu 
chloride, it concretes in cracked translucent lameUee like albumin 
or gum arable, and thus assumes a crystalloid aspect. In this 
condition it may be kept indefinitely, if protected from light, air, 
and moisture. It dissolves again in water just as readily as 
albumin or dried serums. 

I re^'ularly weighed the dry residue from eleven bites made 
on a watch-glass by two Naja haje, received at my laljoratory from 
Egypt at the same time, and placed in the same ca^e. Both snakes 
wOTe approximately of equal length, 1,070 millimetres. Through- 
out the entire course of the experiment, which lasted one hundred 
and two days, neither of them took any food, but they drank water 
and frequently bathed. 

The results that I obtained are shown in the table on next page. 

It will be seen that in one hundred and two days, an adult Naja 
haje is capable of producing on an average 0*032 gramme of liquid 
venom, equal to a mean weight of 0188 gramme of dry extract; 
and we may conclude that 1 gramme of liquid gives O'd'M gramme 
of dr// venom. 

In Australia it has been found by MacCrarvie Smith, of Sydney, 
that Pseudechis porphyriacu^ yields at each bite a quantity of 
venom varying from O'lOO gramme to 0160 gramme (equal to O'Q'24 
gramme to O'Oiii gramme of dry venom), and that a Hoplocephalua 
curtus (Tiger Snake) yields 0065 gramme to 0*150 gramme of 
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liquid venom, with 001 7 gramme to 0"055 gramme of dry residue. 
Ill all the experiments of this physiologist, the proportion of dry 
residue varied from 9 to 38 per cent, of the liquid venom excreted 
by the reptile. 

A Lackests ianccolatns (Fer-de -lance) from Martinique, of 
medium sixe, when both of its gJands were squeezed, furnished 
me with 0*820 gramme of liquid venoiu, and 0'127 gramme of dry 
extract. 







NdJA HAJE 1. 


NAJA HAJE II. 


Numt^r of 
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I>ate 








Fresh 
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Fresh 
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Oranuno 
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0026 


9 


„ 2 ... 
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10 


„ 25 ... 


>«!. 


... 


0111 


0<»S4 


11 


,. 26 ... 


0^8 


021 








Tolftls ... 


0'r»8l 


0174 


0-6H1 


0*202 



Two large Cerasttn vipers, from Egypt » yielded me, one 
0"r23 gramme, the other 0*085 gramme of liquid venom, which, 
after desiccation, left respectively 027 gramme and 019 gramme 
of dry residue. 

Under the same conditions, a magnilicent Crotahis conjiuentus 
(Mottled Kattle-Snake), for which I was indebted to the kindnesB 
of Mr. Bethe, of New York, yielded, two months after reaching 
my laboratory, 370 gramme of Hquid venom aod 0'105 gramme 
of dry extract in a single bite. 
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The total quantity of liquid venom that I found contained in 
the two glands of the same reptile, when extirpated after death, 
and after the snake had been in the laboratory for five months, 
amounted to 1*136 gramme, which gave 0'480 gramme of dry 
extract. 

We see, therefore, that the proportion of dry residue, including 
albinnin, salts, the debris of leucocytes, and the toxic substance, 
oaciilates between '20 and ^8 per cent. Its strength varies with 
the length of time that has elapsed since the snake's last bite or 
last meal. 



From the hi&tological standpoint, the process of the secretion 
of venom, in the cells of the glands, may be divided into two 
stages :^ 

(a) A stage of nuclear elaboration. 

(6) A stage of cytoplasmic elaboration. 

These two stages are superposed and successive. 

In addition to the passive exchanges between the nucleus and 
the cytoplasm, the nuclear mass actively participates in the secre- 
tion. This participation is rendered evident : — 

(1) By the difiFerence of chroniaticity in the granules of 
chromatin. 

(■i) By the emission of formed granules into the cytoplasm, 
grannies which are spherical and of equal bulk, with the chromatic 
reactions of differentiated intranuclear chromatin. 

(;i) By the exosmosis of the dissolved nuclear substance, ac- 
cessorily formed in an ergastoplasmic shape. 

These formations constitute, on the one hand, the granules 
of venogen ; on the other, the ergastoplasmic venogen. In the 
poison-cell of Vipera aftpis, and in the serous cell of the parotid 
glands of Tropido}iotu.^ nattix (Grass Snake) the venogen is 
elaborated chiefly in gi*anular form. 

On entering the perinuclear cytoplasm, the granule of venogen 
and the ergastoplasmic venogen may either disappear imme- 
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diately, as happens in periods of cellular stimulation, or else 
coatiniie to exist fnr some time within the cell, inclicatin|i; a period 
of saturation by the elaborated materiah 

During cytoplasmic activity the granule of venogen and the 
ergastoplasmic \enogen disapi^ear. 

Nuclear elaboration and cytoplasmic elaboration confititute two 
different cycles of secretion, The effect of the nuclear cycle is to 
furnish the eytoplasuji with the elements necessary for the work 
of secretion properly so-called. Cytoplasmic elaboration is not 
confined to the basal jirotoplasm. but takes place throughout the 
entire cell : it ib t&ptcifilly active in Ibe perinuclear cytoplasm. 

The granule of venogen is distinguished from the granule of 
elaborated venom by its affinity for Unnas blue, safraniii, and 
fuchBin. The granule of venom has an affinity for eosin: it is 
never excreted in granular form, but after mtracellular dissolution. 

Venogen ie never met with in the lumen of the gland-tube* 

Collection of Venom. 

Veuom can be extracted from the poison-glands of either freshly 
killed or living snakes. 

In cases in which the venom of dead snakes has to be collectedj 
the l)est method of extraction consists in fixing the head of the 
animal to a sheet uf cork and carefully dissecting out the glaud on 
each side. The reptile l>eiug placed on its back, the lower jaw 
iK removed with a pair of scissors ; two strong pins or two tacka 
are thruwt through the &kull, in the median line, in order to keep 
the ht'nd from mtjving. The poison-fangs are next drawn out of 
their sbeuthB, ami. witliout injuring tliem, the two poiiat>n- ducts, 
which open at their ba»eH, are isolated and tied with a thread in 
order to preveui the poison from running out. 

The difii*ection of the glands is then very easy ; they are lifted 



' L, Lannov. "TbJ>«t« de docitotftt jVa acicticc*,'" Pwris, ieO», No. 1,1»H, «erie A, 
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out and placed ia a saucer. The end of the duct is cut between 
the gland and the Hgatnre. and with a pair of fejiestrnted or 
polypus forceps the whole of the ^Mandular luass is gently squeezed 
from behind forwards, the liquid which Hows out being received ifi 
a large watch-glass. 

If pressed for time, a more simple method of operating is to 
bold the head of the snake in the left hand, with the mouth open 
and the lower jaw directed downwards. A watch-glass, capsule, 
or receptacle of some sort, such as a cup or plate, is then introduced 
by an assistant between the jaws, and, with the index finger and 
thumb of the right hand, the whole of the region occupied by the 
glands on each side of the upper jaw is forcibly compressed from 
behind forwards ; the poison flows out by the fangs. 

The extraciion of the venom from living snakes is efiectcd in 
the same manner. The animal being firmly held by the neck, 
m cloee as poa&ible to the bead, so that it cannot turn and bite ; 
it can be made to eject the greater portion of the liquid con- 
tained in its two f^iands by compressing the latter with force from 
behind forwards, as one would squeeze out the juice from a quarter 
of an orange (fig. 85). 

It is necessary to take care that the reptile caimot coil itself 
round furniture or other objects in the vicinity of the operator, for 
if this should happen there would be the greatest difficulty in 
making it let go, especially if dealing with a strong animal sucli 
as a Cobra, liattle-Snake, or Fer-de-lance. 

Bnakea of the last-mentioued kind arc especially ditticult to 
manage. In order to avoid the risk of being bitten, it is always 
wise to begin by piiming down the head of the animal in a corner 
of its cage Ity means of a stick, and to bqizc it with a pair of )on^ 
fenestrated tungs* shaped like fr>rceps. The operator then easily 
draws the reptile towards him and grasps it tlrmly by the neck with 
his left bandj always as close to the bead as possible, at the same 
time raiamg the body quickly m order to prevent it from taking 
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holil of an\' thins- I" t'^''^ way the most powerftil snake is per- 
fectly uiidei- controL 

At Pond i cherry, where is collected the greater portion of the 
venoui of Naja tripHdlans used by me fot the vaccination of the 
horses that produce antivenonious serum, it is customary to chloro- 
form the snakes in order to render Iheni easier to manipDlate. 

The reptile is placed in a large covered jar, containing a pad 
of absorbent wool impregnated with chloroform {figs. 86, 87), and 
in a few minutes it is stupefied. It is then grasped by ttie neck 
with the hands, and the edge of a plate is shpped between its jaws. 
On conipressing the two poison-glands w^ith the fingers, the venom 
dribbles out on to the plate. 

A detailed description of this technique will be found in a note 
kindly drawn up for me by my friend Dr. Gouzien, lato head of the 
Medical Staff of the French Settlements in India, and reproduced 
further on in the section of this book devoted to documents. 
The note in question was accompanied by figs. 17, 18, 19, 8(5, Hl^ 
and 88. which are reproduced from photographs, for which 1 am 
indebted to the kindness of M. Gtiracki, Engmeer of the Savanna 
Spinning Mill at Pondicherry, Dr. Lhomme, and M. Serph, Assistant 
Su rgeon - Di spen ser , 

The collection of the venom havmg been completed, the snake 
is put hack into its cage again, the tail and the body being intro- 
duced first, and then the head. The lid or trap-door is half closed 
with the left hand, and, with a quick forward thrust, the right hand 
releases its grasp of the reptile and is immediately withdrawn ; 
at the same time the left hand completes the closure of the cage. 
The anake is temporarily dazed, as though stunned, and it is only 
after the lapse of a moment that it thinks of darting open-mouthed 
at this walls of its prison. 

When it is desired to procure large quantities of venom, as is 
indj&pensable in laboratories where antivenonjous eerum is pre- 
pared, the endeavour must be made to keep the snakes alive for 
the longest possible time. It then becomes necessary to resort 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE CHEMICAL STUDY OF SNAKE-VENOMS. 

In the condition in which they are received on issuing from 
the glands, venoms always present the appearance of a thick 
saliva, of an oily consistency and more or less tinged with yellow, 
according to the species of snake by which the poison has been 
produced. They are entirely soUible in water, the addition of 
which renders them opalescent. Tested with litmus they exhibit 
a slightly acid reaction ; this acidity, which is due to the presence 
of a very small quantity of an indeterminate volatile acid, dis- 
appears on desiccation, so that solutions of dried venom are 
neutral. The taste of venoms is very bitter. Their density, which 
is slightly greater than that of water, varies from 1030 to 1050. 

Venoms are composed of a mixture, in variable proportions, 
of proteid substances, mucus and epithelial debris, fatty matters 
and salts (chlorides and phosphates of lime, ammonia and 
magnesia), with from Co to 80 per cent, of water. 

The elementary analysis of Cobra-venom made by H. Arm- 
strong^ gave the following results : — 

Carbon ... ... ... 48*04 per cent. 

Hydrogen 700 

Nitrogen ... 12-45 ,, 

Sulphur 2-50 „ 

Residue ... ... ... Small quantities. 

Not much is to be learnt from these figures ; it would be of 
far greater importance to know the exact constitution of the 



" Snake Commission Report," 1874. 
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proteid substances to wliich venom owes its piiysiologieal pro- 
perties, Unfoi'tunately, our knowledge of tbe chemistry of tlia 
albuminoid niiitters is still too imperfect for it to be possible for 
us to detet'Hiiiie their nfttuce* 

As early as 1843 it was pointed out by Lucien Bonaparte that 
in the venom of Vipera herns tbe most important principle is 
a proteid substance to which he gave the name of viperin or 
echidnin, anrl winch he compared to the digestive ferments. 
Later on Weir MitcluUI and Keichert, and subsequently Norris 
Wolfenden, Pedlar, Wall, Kanthaclt, C. J. Maitin, and MacGarvie 
8mith, showed that VL^noms^, like diastases, exhibit a threat com- 
plexity in composition: that all their characteristic toxic constit- 
uentfi are precipitable by absolute alcohol, and that the precipitate, 
when redissolved in water, recovers the properties possessed by 
the venom before precipitation. 

According to Armand Gautier,' venoms contain alkaloids. Ttie 
latter may be obtained, in very small amounts, however, by finely 
piilverixiiig dried venom with carbonate of soda, and systematically 
eJihau&ting tbe mixture with alcoholic ether at a temperature of 
50** C. These alkaloids have yielded crystallized chlorauratea and 
chloroplatinates, and slightly deliquescent crystallized chlorhy- 
d rates. The latter products Prussian blue when treated with very 
dilute ferric salts, and mixed with a little red prussiatc. They 
therefore represent reductive bodies analogous to ptomaines. 

Norris W^ilfenden did not succeed in extracting these alkaloids 
from Cobra-venom, whence they had nevertheless been isolated 
by Armand Gautier. Wolcott Gibbs, and afterwards Weir 
Mitchell and Reichert, likewise failed to find them in Crotalus- 
venom. The toxicity of these bases is, moreover, hut very slight, 
for the totality of the alkaloids extracted by A. Gautier fmm 
03 gramme of Cobra- venom did not kill a small bird. 

It is therefore to the ioxalhumms that the toxic properties of 
venoms are essentially due. 
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All venoms are not eqimlly affected by heat. The venoms of 
CoLUBBID.^; {Najat Bunganis, Hoplocepkalus, Pseiidechis) and those 
of the Hydrophiid.e are entirely miiujured by temperatores 
approaching 100° C, and even boiling for a short time. When 
the boiling is prolonged, or when venoms are heated beyond 
100' C, their toxic power at first diminishes, and then disappears 
altogether. At V20 C. it is always destroyed. 

The venoms of VlPEBlD^ {LachesiSf CrotaluHy Vipcra) are 
much less resistant- By heating to the coagulating point of 
albumin, i.e., to about 70^ C, their toxic properties become 
attenuated^ and they are entirely suppressed between 80' and 85" C. 
LtfcAms-venoms are the most sensitive ; their toxicity is lost 
if they be heated beyond 65 ' C. 

On separating the coagulable albumins of the venoms of COLU- 
BRID.3!:, by heating to 7*2 C„ followed by filtration, we obtain a 
perfectly limpid liquid, which is no longer injured by boiling, and 
in which the toxic substance remains wholly in solution. The 
albuminous precipitate, when separately collected and washed, 
is no longer toxic. The clear Hquid, after being filtered, is again 
precipitated by absolute alcohol, and the precipitate, redissolved 
in an eqnal quantity of water, is just as toxic as the original 
filtered liquid. 

The venom a of Viperid^, when coagulated, by heating them 
to a temperature of 7'2 C, and filtered, are almost always inert. 
The albuminous coagula, if washed, redissolved in water, and 
injected into the most sensitive animals, produce no harmful effect 
whatever. 



The results of dialysis likewise differ when we experiment w^ith 
the venoms of Cdlubbid,'E and ViyEi;iD.E. The former pass 
slowly through vegetable membranes, and with greater difficulty 
through animal parchment. The latter do not dialyse. 

Filtration through porcelain (Chamberland candle F) does 
not sensibly modify the toxicity of the venoms of QoUohHWA-. ; 

n 
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on tim ooiitmry, it dtaiiiiishes that of tbe venom of VIPEBID^ by 
nearly one-ljalf. 

jiy iihin*^ a special filter at a pressure of 50 atmospheres, C. J. 
Martin hun maccecuWd Iq sepafatinj? from the \^enom of aQ Australiati 
Pneudt'chiH two hubstances : u non-diffusible albuminoid, coagulable 
at Hi' C, and a diffuaible, non-coagulable albumose. The former 
produces brnmovrhages ; the second atta<:ka the nerve-cell of the 
reipiratory centres. 



All vtinoins (sxhibit most uf the chotiiica! reactions characteristic 
of tho pi'oteidH : — 

union* s reaction. 

Xtmtho'proti'it'. rcaetion (heating with nitric acid and subsequent 
udditiuii of ummDnia = orange coloration). 

Biuret reaction (caustic potash and traces of sulphate of copper) • 

Precipitation by picric actdt disappearing on being heated, re- 
ftppearinf,' when c«>oled. 

PrfoipUutiun by Baturation with chloride of sodium. 

Ptecipitatiou by saturation with sulphate of magnesium. 

Precipitation by saturation with ammonium sulphate. 

PrecipliatioH by a ^ per cent, solution of sulphate of copper. 

P feci pita Hint hy ulcokoL 

According to C. J. Martin and MacCriirvie Smith, the alhnmoses 
of the venoms of Colubbid-e are hetero-albumoaes, proto-idbnmoses, 
and perhaps deutero-uUnimoses in small quantities. They can be 
separated iji the following manner: — 

The solution of venom is heated to 90' C, and filtered in order 
to separate tbe albumins coagulable by heat. The filtrate, saturated 
with sulphate of magnesium, is shaken for tvi/elve hom's. By thia 
means there is obtained a flocculent precipitate, which is placed 
upon a filter and washed with a saturated solution of sulphate of 
magnesium. The filtrate is dtalysed for twenty-four hours in a 
stream of distilled water, and theu concentrated, likewise by dia- 
lysis, in absolute alcohol. Thus we obtain a few cubic centimetres 
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of liquid, which contains a small quantity of proteids in solution, 
These pmteids can be nothing but a mixture of profo- and deukro- 
albumoses with peptones. That there is actually no trace of the 
latter can easily be ascertained. 

Neumeister^ has shown that it is impossible to precipitate all 
the proto-alhumoses q{ a solution by Baturation with neutral salts, 
and, since the filtrate becomes slightly turbid when a few drops 
of a 5 per cent, solution o£ sulphate of copper are added to it, we 
must conclude that it contains a small proportion of these proio- 
albttmoses. 

The deposit retained upon the filt«r after washing with sulpliate 
of magnesium is redissolved in distilled water, and dialysed for three 
days. An abundant precipitate then becomes collected in the 
dialyser. This is centrifuged. The clear liquid is decanted with 
a pipette, then concentrated by dialysis in absolute iilcobol, and 
finally evaporated at 40" C. until completely desiccated. The soHd 
residue is washed and centrifuged several times in distilled water, 
after which it is dried on chloride of sodium. 

This method enables us to separate two albumoses, botli pre- 
cipitable by saturation with sulphate of magnesium, and belonging 
to the class of primary albumoses : one of these, proto-albumose, 
is soluble in distilled water^ the othfir» helcro-albantosc, is insoluble ; 
but the latter can be dissolved in dilute solutions of neutral salts. 
These bodies are respectively identical with those obtained by the 
pepsic digeslion of proteids.' 

In order to study separately the local and general effects of 
these different albumoses, C, J. Martin and MacGarvie Smith 
performed the following expei'iment :— 

They introduced beneath the skin of the belly of ,a guinea- 
pig, previously shaved and rendered aseptic, two small piecea of 
sterilized sponge, about 2 c.mm., one of which was impregnated 



' Zedsch rift fit r B ioht/ 1>. x xii i , 

* Kuhue and Chittenden, " Ueber AlbumoEen," ZeUschriff fur Biotogie, 1664. 
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with the solution o( proteid, while the other served as control. 
The two small incisions, one on eitbei- side of the median line, 
were tiien sutured and covered with collodion. Iti this way the 
maximum of local effect and the minimum of general effects 
was obtained, The solutiouB of albumoses introduced by thia 
inelbod into the or{;iinism produced an enormous tfidema, which, 
in from six to eight hours, extended along the whole side of the 
abdomen contftiiiinfif the sponge charged with poison. 

To teat tlie general toxic eflfects, the solutions were injected 
into a vein or into the peritoneal cavity. It was thus found that 
iliQ proh- and hcUro-albumoscs killed the animals in a few hours. 

It luust therefore be concluded from these facts that the active 
principles of venom are proto- aod heferO'(dhumoses, the albumiiibi 
that it contains being devoid of all toxic power. 

Many chemical substances modify or destroy venoms, and we 
shall see in another chapter that several ol them, by reason of 
their properties, may be very usefully employed for the destruction, 
in the actual wound resultincj from a venomous bite, of the venom 
that has not yet been absorbed in the circulation. 

Among these substances the most important are : — 

A I per cent, eolation ot permanganate a/ potash (Lacerda). 

A 1 per cent solution of chhriih af gold (Calmette}, 

Chhridc of time or even hijpochloruie of cidcium (Calmette), 
in a solution of 1 in 12, which is augmented, at the moment of 
use, by 5 to 6 volumes of distilled watei", so as to bring it to 
the standard strength of about 850 cubic centimetres of active 
chlorine per Utre of solution. 

A 1 per cent, solution of chromic acid (Kaufmann), 

Saturated hromizcd icafer (Calmette). 

A 1 per cent, solution of trichloride of iodine (Calmette). 

All these chemical bodies also modify or destroy tha diastases 
and the microbic toxins. The venoms, although more resistant 
to the ioBuence of heat, behave, therefore, like these latter, and 
exhibit the closest aHinity with tbem. Moreover, like all the 
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normal glandalar juices, they possess very manifest zyraotie pro- 
perties, which singularly complicate their physiological action, Hiid 
upon which we shall dwell later on. 

Eleciricitt/t employed in the form of continuous electrolytic 
currents passing through a solution of venom, destroys the toxicity 
of the latter, because under these conditions there is always formed, 
at the expense of the salts accompanying the venom, a sufficient 
quantity of chlorinated products (hypochlorites, chlorates, &c,), and 
a small amount of ozone, the oxidizing action of which is extremely 
powerful. 

With alternating currents of high frequency, Phisalix, repeating 
the experiments that Arsonval and Charrin had performed upon 
diphtheria toxin, tlioughfc that he had succeeded in attenuating 
venom to the point of transforming it into vaccine.^ But it has 
been shown by Marmier that this attenuation was simply the result 
of thermic actions. When, by means of a suitable arrangement, 
any rise of temperature was carefully avoided, no modification of 
toxicity was obtained.- 

The influence of light, which has no effect upon venom pre- 
served in a dry state, is, on the contrary, very marked upon venom 
in solution. Solutions of venom that are destined for physiological 
experiments should therefore not be employed without controls, if 
they be several days old. Apart from the fact that, if care be not 
taken to render them aseptic, they very soon become con- 
taminated with the germs of all kinds of microbes, it is found that 
they gradually lose a large part of their activity, especially when 
they remain in contact with the air. By filtering tJiem through 
a Chamberland candle and keeping them in the dark, in a re- 
frigerator, in perfectly closed phials, they may be kept unimpaired 
for several months. 



' Cnmittf* renfJuii tlr la Stu-irte rif J3ioU*tjtt\ 29 (evricr, 189Q. 
' Atmalet ttr Vlmiihd I'<tittfnr, Ve&O. p. 489. 



M 



A 



1 



166 



VENOMS 



Tbe addition of glycerine m equal parts to a concentrated 
solution of venom is also an excellent means of preservation. 

Phisalix has shown that the emanations from raditim attenuate 
and then dJBstroy the virulence of Cobra- and also of Viper- venom. 

" Dry Viper- venom, dissolved in aqua chloro/ormi in the pro- 
portion of 1 in 1,000, is put up in four tubes, three of which are 
irradiated, the first for six hours, the second for twenty hours, and 
the third for thirty-six hours. Three guinea-pigs, of equal weight, 
are inoculated with equal quantities of the irradiated venom ; a 
control receives the non -irradiated venom, The latter dies in ten 
hours ; the animal inoculated from the first tube dies in twelve 
hours ; the one inoculated from the second tube in twenty hours, 
and the third proves resistant without any symptom of poisoning. 
A second inoculation produces a transitory lowering of the animal's 
temperature by half a degree. At the end of four days it dies after 
inoculation with a lethal dose," 

The nature of the solvent exerts a great influence upon the 
action of the emanations from radium : if the same experiment 
be performed with venom dissolved in a 50 per cent, mixture of 
glycerine and water, the attenuation is merely relative after six 
hours. 



Auguste Lumiere and Joseph Nicolas, of Lyons, conceived the 
idea of studying the effect upon venom of the prolonged action of 
the intense cold produced by the evaporation of liquid air.^ Tbe 
Cobra-vetiom employed by these investigators was in solution at 
a strength of 1 in 1,000, It was submitted to the action of liquid 
air, partly for twenty-four hours and partly for nine days at - 191' C. 
Its toxicity was in no way diminished. 

Lastly, I must mention the recent reseftrches of Hideyo 
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Nogucbi,' with reference to the photodynamic action of eosin and 
erythrosin upon the venoms of the Cobra, Vipera russellU, and 
Crotalus. It was found by the scientist in question that the 
toxicity of these various venoms is more or less diminished in 
the presence of these aniline colours, when the mixtures are 
insolated. Cobra-venom is the most resistant, just as it is in 
regard to the other physical or chemical agents. That of Crotalus^ 
on the contrary, is the least stable. 



Rockefeller Institute for Medical Kesearch, New York, 1906. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
THE PHYSIOLOGICAL ACTION OF SNAKE-VENOMS. 

A. — Physiology op Poisoning in Man and in Animals Bitten 
BY THE Different Species of Poisonous Snakes. 

{CohibridcB ; Viperidce ; Hijdrophiidce.) 

The bites of poisonous snakes produce very different effects 
according to the species of snake, the species to which the animal 
bitten belongs, and according to the situation of the bite. It is 
therefore necessary to take these various factors into account, in 
describing the symptoms of poisoning in different animals. 

"When the quantity of venom introduced into the tissues by 
the bite of the reptile is sufficient to produce fatal results — which 
is happily not always the case — the venom manifests its toxic action 
in two series of phenomena : the first of these is local and affects 
only the seat and surroundings of the bite ; the second, or general 
series, is seen in the effects produced upon the circulation and 
nervous system. 

It is remarkable to find how great is the importance of the local 
disorders when the venomous reptile belongs to the Solenoghjpha 
group (ViPERiD.i':), while it is almost nil in the case of the Protcro- 
ghjpha (C'oLrBRiD.*: and Hyduophiid.i-:). 

The effects of general intoxication, on the contrary, are much 
more intense and more rapid with the venom of Proteroghjpha, 
than with that of Solenoghjpha. 

In considering the usual phenomena of snake-poisoning in man, 
we must therefore take tliis essential difference into account, and 
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draw up separately a elinical descriptiou of the symptoms observed 
after a bite from a Cobra (Colubrid^), for instauce, and another 
list of those tbat accompany a bite from Lackcsu or Vipera bents 

The bite of a Cobra, even of large size, is not very painful ; it 
is cbamcterized especially by numbness, that supervenes in the 
bitten part, rapidly extends throughout the body, and produces 
attacks of syncope and fainting. The patient soon experiences a 
kind of lassitude and irresistible desire to sleep ; his legs scarcely 
support him ; he breathes with difficulty and his respiration becomes 
of the diapbraguiatic type. 

By degrees the drowsiness and the difficulty of breathing become 
greater; the pulse, which at first is more rapid, becomes slower 
and gradually weaker, the mouth contracts, and there is profuse 
sahvation, the tongue appears swollen, the eyelids remain drooping, 
aild, after a few hiccoughs frequently accompanied by vomiting 
and involuntary emissions of urine or foscal matter, the unfortunate 
victim falls into tlie most profound coma and dies. The pupils 
react to luminous impressions up to the last moment, and the heart 
continues to beat sometimes for two hours after respiration has 
ceased. 

All this takes but a few hours, most frequently from two to 
six or seven, rarely more. 

When the reptile by which the bite is inflicted is one of the 
Sohnoghjpha, such as a Laehesh for e.xample, the seat of the bite 
immediately becomes very painful and red» then purple. The 
surroutiding tissues are soon infiltrated with sanguinoient serosity. 
Sharp pains, accompanied by attacks of cramp, extend towards 
the base of the limb. The patient complains of intense thirst, and 
extreme dryness of the mouth and throat ; the mucous membranes 
of the eyes, mouth, and genitalia become congested. 

These phenomena often continue for a very long period, even 
for more than twenty-four hours, and are sometimes accompanied 
by ha?morrhagea from the eyes, mouth, stomach, intestines, or 
bladder, and by more or less violent delirium. 
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If llui rjimniity of venom absorbed be sufficient to cause death, 
Ibi) |mii(«r)t cxtiibitM, a, few hours after being bitten, stupor, insen- 
Nitiih'ty, ttiifl thrjn soninoleDce, with increasing difficulty of respira- 
tion, w})>*;h imth by becoming stertorous. Loss of consciousness 
sc/sniM coniplistc a gt)od while btifore coma appears. Asphyxia then 
cnHueH, and the hetirt contiiiueB to beat for nearly a quarter ot an 
hour after respiratory movements have entirely ceased. 

In certain exceptional cases death is very rapid ; it may super- 
vene suddenly in tt few minutes, even before the local phenomena 
have had timo to manifcHt themselves ; in this case the venom, 
having penetrated directly into a vein, has produced almost imme- 
diate coagalation of the blood, thus causing the formation of a 
genera1i7.ed embolism. 

If the venom bo introduced in a highly vascular region, or 
directly into a vein^ the result is almost invariably fatal. On the 
contrary, if the derm be scaicirly broken, or if the clothing has 
ftcled AS a protection, scarcfly any absorption will take place. We 
Me heti confronted with the same factors of gravity as in the 
CAM of bites inflicted upon human beings by animals suffering from 
mhies. 

In experiments we are able to eliminate all these factors, and 
lo fallow in an animal inoculated with a known quantity of venom 
\he whole series of phenomena of poisoning, the intensity of which 
CAn be gniduaied. Let us see^ then, how the various animals that 
it U |>OMible to make use of in laboratories behave with regard to 
vi'Htmis of diffotent origins. 
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tl.— Thk Physiology op Experimental Poisoning. 

In i\w monkey, the first apparent sign of the absorption of 
(\*^ii4«vi>tiiiiit, or of the venom of any other species of ColcbriDwE, 
k« Ik Hitri M |tiMH*ral lassitude ; the eyelids next become half closed, 
'I'bo MUUual Hfipt^ars to be seeking a suitable spot in which to rest ; 
li yoH \i\i it^4un imutediately, and walks with a jerky action; its 
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HmbB have a difficulty in siipportincr it. It is soon attacked by 
nausea, vomiting and dyspncea ; it rests its head upon tbe ground, 
raises it, trying to get breath, and carries its hand to its mouth as 
if in order to pluck a foreign body from its throat. It totters upon 
its limbs, and lies down upon its side with its face against the 
ground. Ptosis increases, and complete asphyxia soon supervenes. 
The heart continues to beat for some time after respiration baa 
ceased, and then stops in diastole. 

Cadaveric rigidity very rapidly sets in, and persists for a long 
time, even after putrefaction has commenced. During the last 
moments of life the pupil remain a very sensitive ; the animal 
appears to retain unimpaired its sense of hearing and sensibility 
to pain. The electric excitability of the muscles of the face per- 
sists, but that of those of tbe liuibs and body almost entirely 
disappears. The application of volta-faradic currents from the 
nape to the diaphragm produces no respiratory movement when 
asphyxia begins to manifest itself. The sphincters of the bladder 
and anus relax after a few spasms, which, in case of males, fre- 
quently provoke the ejaculation of semen ; the mrine and faeces 
immediately escape. 

The autopsy reveals slight haaraorrhagic oedema at the point of 
inoculation, and hyperaemia of all the viscera, especially of tbe liver 
and spleen, with, very frequently, small h|emorrhagic patches on 
the surface of these organs, and on that of the intestine and 
kidneys. The serous membranes, especially tbe meninges, endo- 
cardium, pleurae, and peritoneum, exhibit ecchymoses ; tbe lungs 
are besprinkled with small infarcts, the more numerous the slower 
the intoxication. The blood remains fluid and laccate. 

In poisoning by the venoms of ViPERlD^, the hoemorrhagic 
phenomena appear at the outset, and are more intense. Death is 
always preceded by a period of asphyxia, indicating that the bulbar 
nuclei of the pneuraogastric nerve have become aflfected. At the 
autopsy, however, the blood, instead of remaining fluid, is always 
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found to be coagulated into a mass in all the vessels ; it afterwards 
gradually becomes redissolved in six or eight hours, and thea 
appears laccate, as after poisoning by Co&ra- venom, but darker. 



All mammals exhibit the same symptoms after inoaulation with 
lethal doses of venom. The same applies to birds; but in the 
latter the period of asphyxia is much longer , probably on account 
of the reserves of air accumulated in their air-sacs and pneumatic 
bones. They gape like pigeons that are bL»ing suffocated, rest the 
tip of the beak on the floor of the cage, and frequently have con- 
vulsive spasms of the pharynx, accompanied by flapping of the 
wings. Small birds and even pigeons are extremely sensitive to 
venom ; fowls are more resistant. 

Frogs, thanks to their cutaneous respiration, succumb very 
slowly, 1 have seen some survive for thirty hours after being 
inoculated with a quantity of venom which, when subcutaneou&ly 
injected into a rabbity causes death in ten minutes. 

Lizards and chameleons succumb very rapidly. Grass Snakes 
and non-venomous snakes in general withstand doses of venom 
that in proportion to their weight are fairly large; nevertheless, 
OS indeed wc shall see in the sequel, they do not possess any 
real immunity. It is only poisonous snakes that are unaffected 
by enormous doses of their own venom, as has already been shown 
by Fontana, Weir Mitdiell, and Viaud Grand Marais. They are, 
however* quite capable of being poisoned by snakes belonging to 
altogether diflferent species ; strong doses of Crotahm- or Lachesis- 
venom are fatal to Cobras or Kraita, and, when several poisonous 
snakes are shut up together in the same cage, they are not in- 
frequently seen to kill each other us the result of repeated bites. 

Fishes, which are particularly sensitive fo the venom of Hi'DBO- 
PHllliiK, readily succumb to inoculation with other venoms, such 
as that of tlie Cobi'A. At Saigon, in 1891, I made experiments 
upon the action of this latter venom on tw^o specimens of the 
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fighting fishes, that the natives of Annam rear in aquariums in 
order to witness their combats and make bets on them. The 
fishes died five hours after intramuscular inoculation with a dose 
which kills a pigeon in twenty minutes. 

Many invertebrates, such as leeches, crayfish, and gastropod 
molluscs (snails), are killed by inoculation with very small quantities 
of venom. 



C. — Dkteumination of the Lethal Doses op Venom for 
Different Species of Animals. 

It is very difficult to specify, even within broad limits, the dose 
of venom necessary to kill a human being. The quantity of poison 
introduced by the bite of a venomous snake depends, as has already 
been stated, upon a large number of factors, and, very fortunately, 
this quantity is not always sufficient to cause death. Thus in 
India, that is to say in the region in which snakes are most 
numerous and most dangerous, the mean mortality seems scarcely 
to exceed 35 to 40 per cent., so far as it is possible to judge from 
official statistics. But, by experimenting upon animals, and com- 
mencing with known doses of venom, which has first been dried 
and then dissolved again in always the same quantity of physio- 
logical saline solution or sterile distilled water, we can determine 
exactly, for each kind of venojn and for each species of animal, 
the minimum lethal dose per kilogramme of animal. 

The entire series of data collected by investigators who have 
devoted themselves to this study may be summed up as follows : — 

Minimal doses lethal in twenty-four hours for a guinea-pig 
weighing from 600 to 700 grammes :-- 

COLUDRIDJE. 

Venom of Naja tripudians ... ... ... 0*0002 grainiuc 

,, Bungarus cieruleun 0"0006 ,, 

„ Naja haje 0-008 „ 
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VIPEBIDJE. 

Venom of Vipera beriu 

, Vipera ruaaellii (Daboia) 

„ Lacheaia lanceolatua 

„ Lacheaia mutua (Surucucu) 

„ LacheHa neuwiedii {Urutu) 

„ Lacheaia fiavoviridia 

„ Anciatrodon contortrix ... 



0*04 gramme 

0-001 

002 

002 

002 

0007 

0016 



Cobra-venom. 
animals : — 



Dose lethal in twenty-four hours for different 



Dog 

Babbit 
Guinea-pig .. 

Rat 

Mouse 
Frog 



0*0008 gramme per kilogramme 



00005 

00004 

00001 

0000008 

00008 



150 grammes 
25 „ 
80 



Venom of Bungarus caruleus (Common Krait), according to 
Elliot, Sillar, and Carmichaei.' Minimal lethal doses for : — 



Frog 

Rat 

Rabbit (by subcutaneous 
injection) 

Rabbit (by intravenous in- 
jection, according to G. 
Lamb) 



0-0005 gramme 
0001 

000008 , 



per kilogramme 



000004 



Venom of Enhydrina valakadien (according to Elliot and 
Eraser).- Minimal lethal doses per kilogramme : — 



Rat 

Rabbit 

Cat 

Venom of Enhydris curtus : — 
Rat 



000009 gramme 
000006 „ 
00002 



0-0005 to 0-0006 gramme per kilogramme 



' Proc. lioif. Sue, Loudon, Ixxiv., 1904, pp. 10b- 109. 
* Ibid., pp. 104-108. 
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Venom of Notechis scutatus (syn. Hoplocephalus curtus; the 
Tiger Snake of Australia) : — 

Rabbit (by intravenous in- 
jection, according to 
Tidswell) 000006 gramme per kilogramme 

Venom of Vipera russellii (Daboia) : — 

Babbit (by intravenous in- 
jection, according to G. 
Lamb) 0*00005 gramme per kilogramme 

Venom oi Lachesis gramineus (Green Pit-Viper, India) : — 

Babbit (by intravenous in- 
jection, according to 6. 
Lamb) 0*002 gramme per kilogramme 

Venom of Crotalus adamanteus (Californian Kattle-Snake) : — 

Babbit (by intravenous in- 
jection, according to Mc- 
Farland, G. Lamb, and 
Flexner and Noguchi) ... 0*00025 gramme per kilogramme 

It will have been seen from the foregoing figures, that the 
respective sensitiveness of the dog, cat, rabbit, guinea-pig, rat, 
mouse, and frog, with regard to the same venom, is in no way 
proportional to the weight of these animals. 

The species mentioned are, per unit of weight, more or less 
resistant to intoxication ; and, on experimenting with other animals, 
as for instance the monkey, pig, ass, and horse, we find that 
the monkey is much more susceptible to intoxication than the dog, 
and that the ass is extremely sensitive (0*010 gramme of Cobra- 
venom is sufficient to kill it), while the horse is less so, and the pig 
is by far the most resistant. 

The same weight of dry Cobra-venom, let us say 1 gramme to 
be precise, will enable us to kill 1,250 kilogrammes of dog, 2,000 
kilogrammes of rabbit, 2,500 kilogrammes of guinea-pig, 1,430 
kilogrammes of rat, or 8,333 kilogiaiumes of mouse. 
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The letha] dose for a horse being, as I have ascertained by my 
own experiments, about 0*0*25 gramme, 1 gramme of dry Cobra- 
venom will therefore suffice to kill ■20,000 kilogrammes of horse. 

Assuming that man, in proportion to his weight, possesses 
a resistance intermediate between that of the dog and that of the 
horse, we may consider that the lethal dose for a human being is 
about O'OIS gramme. It follows, therefore ^ that 1 gramme of venom 
would kill 10,000 kilogrammes of man, or, let us say, 165 persons of 
an average weight of 60 kilogrammes. 

Aaotber extremely important fact, which must not be lost sight 
of, is that differences of toxicity, which are often considerable, are 
exhibited by the venoms of differeot specimens of the same species 
of snake, or by the venom of the same snake collected at dififerent 
times. I have found, for instance, in the case of the specimens 
of Naja and Lachesis reared in my laboratory, that, according to 
the length of time that the animals had been without food, and 
to the nearness or otherwise of the moulting period, the v^iom 
was more or less active, and that on evaporation it left behiud 
a more or less considetftble quantity of dry extract. In certain 
cases, immediately after the moult and after a prolonged fast, the 
venom was ten tunes more active than after a plentiful meal or 
before the moult. 

The figures given above must therefore not be regarded as 
determining the minimal lethal doses of the dififerent venoms,^ 
except in a purely comparative way, and they must he considerc 
only as data useful to know when it is desired to experiment upol 
animals with these substances. 

Variations of this kind are observed in the case of all species] 
of snakes. Thus Phisalix rightly insists upon the necessity oil 
always noting, besides the species of snake, the place of origin and 
the season ; for be has himself seen that, as regards French vipers, 
those of the Jura, for example, produce in the spring a venom 
almost devoid of local phlogogenic action ; while vipers from the 
vicinity of Clennont-Ferrand, though less toxic, produce much 
more serious local elTttcts. 
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On the other hand, it has been shown by Th, Madsen and 
H. Noguchi, in a very interesting study of venoms and anti-venoms,' 
that, when we examine the relation between dose and toxicity, we 
find that the interval separating the moment of itjoculation from 
that of death diminishes only up to a certain point in ptoportion 
as the dose is increased. In the case of the guinea-pigt with 
00005 gcamme of Cobra-venom the interval is 3 hours 75 seconds ; 
but after this, an increase in the dose produces only a relatively 
inconsiderable acceleration of death. There is therefore no strict 
ratio between the dose inocalated and the time that elapses until 
death supervenes. 

D, — Effects of Venom in Non-lethal Doses. 

When tVie quantit}^ of venom introduced into the orga.nism is 
insufficient to cause death, the phenomena tliat precede and 
accompany recovery differ very greatly according as the snake 
from which the venom was derived belongs to the CoLUBRiD^ 

or VlPERlCE. 

After a non-lethal bite from a Cobra or Krait,, for example, 
convalescence usually takes place very rapidly, and, apart from the 
local oedema of the subcutaneous tissue surrounding the wound, 
which in very many cases leads to the formation of a suppurating 
abscess, no lasting injury to health is observed. The venom 
is eliminated by the kidneys, without even causing albuminuria, 
and sensation gradually returns, in twenty-four or forty-eight hours, 
in the part affected by the original lesion. 

If the bite has been inUicted by a Viperine snake, the local 
lesion, which is much more extensive, almost always results in the 
formation of a patch of gangrene. Haemorrhages from the niucoui 
membranes, and sanguineous suffusions into the serous cavitiflit. 



■ " Comtnunicntiou cle I'lnsbitut S^rothdrapique de TJ^tal dlyioie/' tonw i^ 
Copenhagen, 1906. 
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such as the pleura or pericardium, may supervene more or less 
slowly. Pulmonary infarcts are sometimes produced, as well as 
desquamation and heemorrhage from the kidneys, albuminuria, or 
hsBmaturia. These lesions, which are more or less severe, last for 
several days, and then slowly disappear after a period of true con- 
valescence. In many cases they leave behind them traces which 
last for months and even years, and they then more or less affect 
the health of the subjects according to the organs that were most 
most seriously affected. 

In certain cases, in domestic animals such as dogs, and more 
rarely in man, after recovery from the bite of a viper, total or 
partial loss of sight, smell, or hearing, has been observed. Such 
results, however, are fortunately exceptional. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

PHYSIOLOGY OF POISONING (continued). 

Effects of the Various Venoms on the Different Tissues 

OF the Organism. 

The physiological effects of the various venoms are very 
different from those that we have just described, when these 
toxic substances are introduced into the organism otherwise than 
subcutaneously. 

Their direct penetration into the blood-stream, whether by 
the bite of the snake itself or by experimental intravenous injec- 
tion, always produces immediate results. With the venoms of 
ViPERiD^, coagulation of the blood and, consequently, death are 
almost instantaneous. With the venoms of Colubrid^, which, 
on the contrary, destroy the coagulability of the blood, the toxic 
effects are less rapid, but after the lapse of only a few minutes 
asphyxia ensues and the death-struggle is very short. 

Absorption by the serous membranes is slower, but is never- 
theless effected much more quickly than when it takes place in 
the subcutaneous cellular tissue. When cobra-venom is injected 
into. the peritoneal cavity of a rabbit or a guinea-pig, the local 
effiects upon the serous membrane are almost nil. No leucocytic 
exudation is observed ; death supervenes before this has had 
time to take place. The venoms of Vipeuid.e, on the contrary, 
produce, directly after their introduction into the peritoneum, an 
enormous afflux of sanguinolent serosity ; the capillary ve8S< ' 
of the serous membrane, immediately becoming distended, f 
tJie blood to filter through their walls, and the animal succt 
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after a few minutes, or a few hours, according to the dose injected, 
with the peritoneum full o£ blood. 

When deposited upon the mucous membranes of the eye, vagina, 
or urethra, all venoms, those of Colubiiid^ like those of Viperid-E 
— but the latter with greater intensity — cause ver}' acute iaflam' 
ination, comparable to that producsd by jequirity ; the capillaries 
become distended, allow leucocytes to exude en masse, and, as for 
instance upon the eye of the rabbit, a purulent ophthalmia soon 
establishes itself- 

Certain species ot Sepedon {Colubrid-EI, common on the West 
Coast of Africa, especially in Senegambia and in the hinterland 
of Dahomey, and to which the name Spitting SuakeB has been 
given, possess the faculty of projecting little drops of venom to 
a distance by forcibly expelling the air from their lungs, and the 
natives assert that this venom, when it happens to come into 
contact ivitb the eyes, causes blindness. This is true to a certain 
extent, in So far as it produces attacks of purulent ophthalmia 
which are often serious ; but these attacks, like those provoked 
experimentally in aniiuab, can be cured in a few days when 
properly treated. 

Wtien absorbed by the dige^tii^e tract, the venoms of Colu- 
DftiDE often produce no ill-effects. It is otherwise with those 
of ViPBRiD^. TiiB venom of Lache-^is, for example, if adminis- 
tered in sufficient doses, seta up acute inEammation of the gastric 
mucous membrane, and the animals speedily succumb with attacks 
of gastro-intestinal hiemorrhage, even before it has been possible 
for the lojcic effects upon the nerve-cells to become apparent. 

These facts explain the contradictions that are to be found 
in the works of dilTerent investigators upon this subject. It le 
aflirmed by some writers that venom can be swallowed without 
danger, and they even advise the sucking of venomous wounds in 
order to hinder its absorption. Others, including Sir Joseph 
Fayrer, Richards, and Weir Mitchell, have killed pigeons and 
fowls by making them ingest venom of Vipfra russdlii, or Crotahts. 
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C. J. Martin, ia experimenting upon rats witli the venom uf 
Pseudechis (Colubiud^Tl), has succeeded in Iceepinr; these animals 
alive for a whole week by pfovidin<^ them every day with a ration 
of bread and luilk mixed with a dose of venom one hundred 
timea greater than the lethal dose for a subentaneous injection. 
This innocuousness of the venoms of CoLclMtiD.E, which I have 
frequently been able to establish by causing them to be in^^ested by 
different animals, is explained by the fact that Llie pancreatic juice 
and the ptyalin of the saliva very rapidly modify the proteic sub- 
stances to which these venoms owe their toxicity, so that this 
disappears. No trace of them is found in the faeces. 

The glandular secretions of persons bitten by venomous snakes, 
and those of animals inoculated with doses of venom calculated 
to Idil only after a few hours, are not infrequently found to be 
toxic. In the case of the urine in particular this has been shown 
to be so. 

Observations have also been recorded by C. Francis ' and Sir 
Joseph Fayrer with reference to the passage of venom through the 
mammary gland. In the year 1893 a poor Mussulman woman died 
at Madras from the bite of a Cobra. She was nursing her child 
at the time, and the latter succumbed ia its turn a few hours later, 
with all the symptoms of poisoning, althouf^h it had not itself been 
bitten, and hail been suclded by its mother only once since the 
bite. 

The hislohfjfical lesions produced by snake poisoning have been 
particularly well studied by Hindale,^ Karlinski,* >iOwak,' Louis 
Vaillant-Hovius,'' and Zelionv.* 



' Indian Anjialt, July, 1868. 

* Medical News. Phjludelphia, 1B84. 

*'*Zur Pathologie dea Schlaagenbkses," Fonchungen dcr Medicin. Berlin, 
1890. 

*Anmthi de I'lnstHttl i'mttttr, t. 3cii., 1808, p, 3m. 

* Thi'te Bordftuir, 1902. 

* ViTcht>w'9 Architfiir pttfhohgie, Anatomiet und Phijiioloffie, Dftnd 179, 1905. 
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(1) Action upon the Liver. 

Whether we are dealing with the venoms of Viperid^ or 
CoLUBiiiD.^, the anatomo-pathological processes are alike, and the 
changes produced are more or less profound, according to the 
degree or the slowness of the intoxication. 

The liver is more aflfected than any other organ. Tn cases in 
which death has quickly followed the injection of the venom, the 
protoplasm of the cells is merely cloudy, or granular, and the 
granulations readily take a stain in their periphery, though the 
interior remains uncoloured. If, on the contrary, the animal has 
survived for some hours, the protoplasm becomes condensed in 
certain parts of the cell, leaving vacuoles, the limits of which 
are not well defined. A portion of the cellular protoplasm is 
necrosed and destroyed. In these cases the nuclei have already 
undergone a change ; although their contours may be well defined, 
we discover in their interior only a very little chromatin in the 
form of small granulations, and the nuclear fluid takes a feeble 
stain with basic colours, since it contains a little chromatin in 
solution. 

When the protoplasm of the hepatic cells has suffered more 
pronounced lesions, the changes in the nuclei are also more marked ; 
the quantity of nuclear chromatin diminishes and slowly loses 
its property of taking stains, in proportion as the protoplasm of 
the hepatic cells undergoes necrosis ; rinally, in the hepatic cell, 
there remains nothing mure llian a small quantity of granular proto- 
plasm without a nucleus (Nowak). 

In certain cases we find ext(Uisive areas of fatty degeneration, 
or small foci in wliieli the lupatic tissue is absolutely destroyed. 
In the case of the dog it may even happen that the microscopic 
structure of the parenchyma lias entirely disappeared. The arrange- 
ment of the hepatic cells in lobules can no longer be distinguished ; 
the trabecula' are ruptured and broken asunder, and we find nothing 
more than a confused agglomeration of cells floating in the extra- 
vasated blood . ' 
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111 animals which have lived for a long time after being poiaoned, 
lesions of the bile-ducts are also found. The epithelial cells have 
undergone fatty degeneration, or else, in the case of small animals, 
the ducts appear infiltrated with small mononuclear cells, which 
penetrate between the epitbelial cells of the canaliculi. Sometimes 
also the latter cells are distended, and enclose large vacuoles. 

Venom thus produces in the liver lesions of fattt/ drgenerathUr 
or necrosis, and an infiltration of the bile-dncts by lymphatic cells. 



(2) Action upok the Kidnei'. 

The changes in tlie kidney are also very extensive. The three 
portions of the glomertiius often exhibit lesions ; tbe vessels of 
the tuft show ectasia ; their walls are sometimes ruptured, and 
the blood is extravasated into the capsular cavity. The latter 
is filled with a granular exudation, which varies in amount with 
the slowness of the intoxication. The epithelial lining of Buwman's 
capsule is swollen ; the nucleus stains badly (Vaiilant-Hovius). 

in the iuhuU- conturti the lesions in the cells greatly resemble 
thoiie seen in the liver. Granulations and vacuoles appear, and 
the nucleus becomes diffuse. The lumens of the tubules are filled 
with necrosed cells, and the branches of Hetile are found to be 
similarly obliterated. 

In the straight tubes and in the collecting tubes the epithelium 
is sometimes detached in its entirety. Sonje of these canals are 
obliterated by granular cylinders or by accumulations of epithelial 
cells. 

The vessels met with in the parenchyma of the kidney are 
always greatly distended, and sometimes they are torn, whence 
there results the formation of small foci of interstitial hipmorrhage. 
In many cases the extravasated blood also destroys the parenchyma. 

(3) Action upon the Spleen, Heart, and Lungs. 

In the spleen, Nowak merely found a little fatty degeneration, 
and only in cases in which the lesions in the liver and kidneys 
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were very far advanced. The same applies to tbe muscular fibres 
of the heart. This organ exhibits, above all, hEemorrhagic infiltra- 
tions in ita peripheral portion, rarely in its substance. 

The lungs are the seat of more important lesions. We find in 
them a multitude of little infarcts. Around these the capillary 
vessels are extremely dilated, and the pulmonary vesicles bave 
become very small. 

All these lesions of the visceral organs strangely resemble those 
observed in the case of individuals wbo have died from yellow fever. 
This observation bas been made by several scientists, among others 
by Sanarellf, and it is this perhaps that has suggested to some 
(Dyer, of St. Louis, B. Bettencourt, of Srio-Paulo*) the idea of 
treating — without much success, however — yellovv fever by the 
antitoxin of venom. 

(4) Action xppon the Striated Muscles, 

The changes lu tbe stria led musch\'i iti places at wluch venom 
bas been injected do not present any speciHc character. The 
muscular fibres already become necrosed half an hour after the 
injection ; the diseased tissue becomes permeated with an albumin- 
ous mass rich in fibrin, aud tbe blood is extravasated, A few 
hours later we observe, between the bundles of de;^enerate muscle 
fibres, polymorphous leucocytes. The number of these latter con- 
stantly increases, and attains its maximum after one or two days. 
The muscular nuclei become distorted, appear long or angular, and 
assume the aspect of myoblasts (sarcoblastic muscle cells). In the 
protoplasm of the myoblasts we frequently find particles of broken- 
down muscle, and globules of fat. 

All these changes resemble those observed as the result of the 
action of a host of other muscle poisons, especially the irritant or 
caustic chemical substances. 



' Soci^tl de M^decine et de Chirufgle de Sio Faulo (BrozU), Juine 15, 1904. 
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(d) Action upuk the Nehvousj Centres. 

It is extremely difficult to determine with any dcf;ree of pre- 
cision the nature of the lesions produced by venoms in the nervous 
system. The intensity of these lesions depends in the first place 
upon the length of time that has elapsed between the introduction 
of the venom into the organism and death, It depends, secondarily, 
in a large measure, upon the origia of the venom. That of the 
ViPEHiD.E acts almost exclusively upon the hlood by coafrulation, 
and exhibits only a very shght degree of toxicity as regards the 
nerve-cell. That of the Colubrid^, on the contrary, produces 
manifest changes in the chromatic substance. Niasl's bodies are 
completely disintegrated, and transformed into a granular mass. 
In the majority of the stichochromes neither the form of the bodies 
nor even the reticulum is distinguishable. The nuclei ai'e opaque, 
the nucleoli swollen and broken up. The dendrites often become 
irregular and contracted (Ewing and Bailey,' G. Lamb^). 

It was found by Bailey that the majority of the cells o! the 
anterior cornua of the medulla are normal, but that a small number 
of them exhibit indications of acute granular degeneration ; a few 
cells were found to have lost almost ail their chromatic substance. 

From the physiological point of view it is perfectly clear that 
Cobra-venom especially affects the bulbar centres, and pai'ticularly 
the nuclei of origin of the pneumogastric nerve. We observe in 
the first instance the gradual suppression of the functions vested 
in the nerve-cells that are found in connection with the vagus 
nerve, thfe spinal accessory, and the hypoglossal. Later on the 
excitability of the nerve-endings in the muscles is found to have 
been destroyed, and this action presents great similarity to that 
of curare. 

The venoms of Yiperid,^, when injected in very weak doses, 
exercise a paralysing action upon the reflex excitability of the 



' Mfdkal liceord, bcptcuibcr 15, 1900. 

' Lancet, Jaau&ry 2, Augitet 20, October 22, 1904, and September 23, 1905. 
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medulla. But it is open to question whether these effects are not 
exclusively due to the lesions of the blood, which are here all- 
predomiaant ; for iio histological modification is observed in the 
cells of the central nervous system. 

I have made a number of experiments with a view to discover- 
ing wljether the cerebral, bullmr, or medullary substance of animals 
Busceptible to the action of Cobra-venom (rabbit, ijjuiuea-pig, fowl) 
possesses the property of fixing this venom as it fixes the toxin of 
tetanus (Wasaermann and Takaki). I found that, on pounding up 
a little of the pulp of the cerebral hemispheres or bulb with doses 
of veuotu lethal in two hours for the control animals, the injection 
of the mixture, well washed and centrifuged in order to free it from 
all excess of non-fixed venom, always caused death, but with a 
retardation of from four to ten hours. We see, therefore, that 
partial fixation of the venom upon the nervous elements really 
takes place, but we cannot conclude from this that these elements 
exercise an antitoxic function, any more than in the case of tetanus, 
for animals that receive cerebral emulsions in one thigh and the 
dose of venom lethal in two hours in the other thigh, succumb at 
the same time as the controls. 

Major Rogers has made similar experiments with the venom 
of Enhr/drhia (HYUfiorHUDJi), and has obtained the same result 
on employing the cerebral hemispheres of the pigeon.' 

Flexner and Noguchi," on their part, have compared, by aid 
of the method of mtracerebral injections, the toxicity of the 
venom of Crutalus with that of the venom of the Cobra. On 
employing Cobra- venom heated to 75^ C, they found that the 
convulsive and paralytic effects wei-e immediate, contrary to what 
takes place after subcutaneous or intraperitoneal injections, but 
that the dose of venom necessary to produce death was the same 



' Proeeedi»g$ of the Hoyai Societtft vol Ixxi,, 1908. 

* "The CoriBtitution of Snake-venom and Snake-aera," Univttnttf of tenn- 
tyivatiia Mtdical Bulfftin, vol. x\\, 1902, p. 84fi. 
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(O'l milligramme for the guinea-pig) as when the injection is made 
in the peritoneum or beneath the skin. 

With the venom of Crotalus heated for half an hour at 75° C, 
which contains but very little neurotoxin and has lost all its 
hsemorrhagic properties, 0"5 milligramme introduced directly into 
the brain of the guinea-pig only produces transitory and non-lethal 
eflfects ; while, if fresh venom be employed, O'Oo milligramme is 
sufficient to cause death in three hours, with severe hsRmorrhagic 
lesions. Now this dose is twenty times smaller than the minimal 
lethal dose for a subcutaneous injection. 

It is evident that the harmful matter, in the particular case 
of Crotalus-wenom, is not the neurotoxin, but an altogether different 
substance, termed by Flexner and Noguchi lunnorrhagin, which 
acts upon the elements of the blood and upon the endothelium 
of the blood-vessels. 

We shall meet with this substance again in almost all Viperine 
venoms, and shall study it further on. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
PHYSIOLOGY OF POISONING {continued). 

Action of Venoms on the Blood. 

On making an autopsy of an animal which has succumbed to 
intoxication by snake-venom, we find that the blood in the heart 
and large vessels is sometimes coagulated into a mass, sometimes 
entirely fluid, and that, in certain cases, it is as black as prune- 
juice, while in others it is of a fine transparent red colour. 

These dififerences in the efifects of venom upon the blood are 
due to the fact that the various venoms contain in variable pro- 
portions, besides the neurotoxic substance which represents the 
true venomous tojcin, other substances which act, some upon the 
plasmasia or fibrin-ferment, or upon the fibrin, others upon the 
red corpuscles, others on the leucocytes, and others again on the 
endothelium of the blood-vessels. 

A. — Effects of Venom on the Coagulation of the Blood. 

It was observed long ago by Fontana' that after viper-bites 
the blood remains fluid, and Brainard- on the contrary, pointed 
out that, in the case of animals that succumb very rapidly after 
having been bitten by a Crotahis, the blood was always found 
coagulated into a mass, while, when a certain interval of time 
had elapsed since the bite, it remained fluid. Weir Mitchell' 



' Fontana, "On Poisons,'' translated by J. Skinner: London, 1787. 

' Smithsnninti lieportu, lHrj4. 

•^ Smiihaonian Contributions to Knowledge, i860. 
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explained these differences by the hypothesis that, in cases of 
rapid death, the blood bad not had time to become modified by 
the venom. 

Later on it was found by Sir Joseph Fayrer, and subsequently 
by Halford,' in Melbourne, C. J. Martin,' in Sydney, G. Lainb,' 
in Bombay, and recently by Noc, in my laboratory, that the 
venoms of Colubrid.e, especially those of Naja tnpudians and 
Australian species of this family, always leave the blood fluid 
after death, while the venoms of VirERiD.E, on the contrary, are 
usually coagulant. 

On the other hand, it was observed by Phisalix,^ and at an 
earlier date by Mosso, of Turin, that the venom of Vipem bents 
causes the blood of the dog to lose its coagulabiIit3^ while, on the 
contrary, the same venom is actively coagulant as regards the 
blood of the rabbit. 

How are these differences of action to be explained? It was 
found by Delezenne,* who made an excellent study of the 
phenomena following the injection of peptone, extracts of organs, 
and other anti-coagulant substances into the organism, that those 
of these substances that render the blood nou-coagulable always 
dissolve the leucocytes, and thus set at liberty two antagonistic 
bodies which they contain. One of these substances is coagulant 
and is found retained by the liver, while the other remains in 
solution in the plasma, and keeps the blood fluid after issuing 
from the vessels. 

Now, certain extracts of organs, ricin, ahrin and certain venoms 
in weak doses, retard coagulation, while in large doses, on the 
contrary, they produce partial or general intravascular clotting. 

It is believed by Delezenne that the explanation of this 



' Metihtd Timt'ii muf dn^ettr, vol. il., 187B. 

* *' On tlie Phj-Biolojjictd Action of tlite Venom of the Australian Black Siiakt," 
PrQcreiiin(f» tif Ihr Jtotfit! Sod'efy t>/ Nfw South Wttlff, Julj', 1893, 

* ItuiiiiH Mfttttnl thisHU, December, 1W)I. 

* Compieit rrn'htu tie ht Hofii'tt' dr liwhujif, "^OMnuher 4, 1899. 
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phenomenon may be that the doses, which are, weak but sufficient 
to produce the disintegration of the leucocytes, injure the red 
corpuscle in only a slight degree, while the stronger doses are 
equabUy destructive to the two kinds of blood corpuscles. 

It follows that we tnust understand that there fire two phases 
in the acti^on of venoms : one negaiiue, when the dose absorbed 
does not injure the leucocytes ; the other positive ^ when the leuco- 
cytes are destroyed. 

If the blood of the do^ remfiins non-coagulab)e when mixed 
with doses of venom which, on the contrary, are arjtively coagulant 
for the blood of the rabbit, the reason would be that the leucocytes 
of these animals are not equally resistant to venom. 

This conception, however, does not conform to the facts that 
I have myself observed. I have always found that viper- venom, 
mixed with citrate- or oxalate-plasma of the dog, rabbit, or horse, 
coagulates these various plasmas when the venom is in weak doses, 
while with strong doses coagulation is not produced. To be quite 
accurate, it should be stated that the quantity of venom necessary 
to render the plasma of the dog, or of the horse, non-coa^ulable 
is less than that which must be employed in the case of the plasma 
of the rabbit. 

I have caused Noc to take up anew the study of this question 
in my laboratory, with venoms of nine different origins, and 
I here give a rcsum^ of the results of his researches* 



I, Coagulant Venoms. 

The venoms of VlFEttlD-E studied range themselves as follows 
according to their coagulant power : — 

Crotalin^ : Lachesis hneeolatm (Fer-de-lance, Martinique). 

Lachesis neuwiedii (Urutii, Brazil). 

LnchesiH muius (Bushniaster, or Surucucu, Brazil). 

L achesis Jfa vo viridis (Japan) . 
ViPERiN.E : Vipera numelUi (I)aboia, India). 
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The Tenoms of Anchtrodcn eoniortnx and A. piscivorus (Cro- 
TALIN^) proved entirely inactive. 

No CoLCBRiXB venom exhibited coagulaDt power, whatever the 
doae employed . 

There ts, therefore, a very decided difference between venoms 
of divers origins as regards their efifects upon the coagnlation of 
the blood. 

Noc has determined more especially the coagulant action of 
the venom of LachcsiH lanceolatits (Fer-de-lance of Martinique) 
npon 1 per cent, citrate-plaemas, 1 per cent, oxalate-pksmas, 4 per 
cent, chloridate-plasmas, and upon blood rendered non-caaj^nlable 
by extract of leeches' heads. He found that, while weak doses of 
venom (1 milhgramme per cubic centimetre of horse- or rabbil- 
plaama) produce coagulation in a few minutes in the citrate- 
plasmas, chloridate-plasmas, or those treated with extract of 
leeches, the doses of the same venom greater than 4 iniUi^ammes 
on the contrary suppress the coaj^lability of these plasmas, even 
when there be added to them doses of chloride of calcium (for the 
citrate- and oxalate-plasmas), or of distilled water (for the chloii- 
date-plasma), or of fibrin-ferment (for the plasma treated with 
leech-extract) sufficient to cause rapid coagulation in the control 
tubes that do not contain venom. 

Noc also observed that the venom of the same species of snake 
(Lctehesis lattceolatus), when heated to 75'^ C, entirely loses its 
coagulant properties; and that, with a temperature of .W"^ C, its 
coagulant power already commences to diminish. When heated 
for thirty minutes at a temperature of G5 C, a dose of 1 milli- 
gramme does not coagulate more than 1 c.c. of citrate-plasma 
in one hour. G. Lamb has likewise found that the venom of 
Vipera russelUl loses its coagulant power when heated to 75 C. 

The coagulant substance in these veuoms is precipi table by 
alcohol at the same time as the neurotoxin and other activa 8ub« 
stances. The precipitate, when dissolved again in physiological 
water, preserves all the properties of the original solution, 




J 



192 



VENOMS 



Antivenomous anticoluhrine sernra, that is to say, that fur- 
nished by horses vaccinated against the venoms of the Cobra and 
the Krait, does not prevent coagulation by coagulant venoms. 
Thijj need not surprise us, since the coagulant substances in venoms 
are destroyed by lieating^, and the animals vaccinated in order to 
obtain antitoxic serum are usually inoculated exclusively with 
heated venoms. 

It is easy, however, to obtain active serums specific af^ainst 
the coagulant venoms ; it is sufficient to treat these animals by 
inoculation with progressively increasing doses of the same venoms 
unheated. I have had no difficulty in achieving this result with 
small laboratory animals Cguinea-pigs and rabbits) and also with 
the horse, but I have never liad at my diRposal a sufficient amount 
ot tlie venoms of Lfichenif) or Vipera ntaseUii to undertake with 
them the regular acquisition of large quantities of horse-serum, 
at once antineurotoxlc and anticoagulants The preparation of such 
a serum, nevertheless, presents much interest for certain countries, 
such as Burma, where the Daboia (T7j>era TunHclUi) is almost a^ 
common as the Cobra, and Brazil, where nearly all the casualties 
due to venomous snakes are produced by Lachesis} 
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II. — Anticoagulant Venoms. 

Contrary to what is observed with the venoms of Viperid.e in 
general, all the venoms of Coludbid.^ and, as exceptions to the 
rule, the venoms of some North American Crotalin.e (Ancistrodan 
contorlrix and A. piscivorus) suppress the coagulability of the 
blood in vivo and in vitro. It is, however, important to observe 
that, in vivo, the blood remains fluid after death only if the dose of 
venom absorbed has been sufficient. In viiro this phenomenon is 
easier to study, and has been the subject of several important 
memoirs. 



' .\t the Serum thcrapic I.aLoralory of S«o Tttulo (Brnzih. Dr. Vilal, Braail, 
is at the present time jitt'^aring lierum spcdtic against Z^ac-ftfaji-venom, 
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Halford,' Sir Joseph Fayrer,- C. J. Martin,^ Delezenne/ Phisalix;^ 
and lastly Noc," have shown that the venoms of CoLUBitin^ exert 
a manifestly anticoagulant action upon citrate-, chloridate-, or oxalate- 
plasmas, and also upon blood mixed with venom on issuing from 
the vessels. 

On adding 1 milligramme of Cobra-, Bimgarus-, Australian 
Pseudechis-, or Ancistrodon-venom to 1 c.c. of citrate-, oxalate-, 
or chloridateplasma, and supplementing the mixture, after varying 
periods of contact, with a quantity of chloride of calcium (for the 
citrate- or oxalate-plasmas), or distilled water (for the saline 
plasma) sufficient to produce coagulation in a few minutes in the 
control tubes without venom, we find that coagulation no longer 
takes place after one hour in the tubes containing Cobra- or 
Bungarus-venom, and after ten minutes in those that contain the 
venom of Ancistrodon. 

In doses less than 1 milligramme for 1 c.c. of plasma, these 
venoms by themselves never produce coagulation as do those of 
Lachesis or Vipera russellii. They are thus sharply differentiated 
in this respect. 

If fresh blood issuing from the arteries of an animal be received 
in a vessel containing a sufficient quantity of CoLUBKiNK-venom 
(that of the Cobra for example), and steps be immediately taken to 
ensure the perfect mixture of the venom and the blood, we find that 
the latter has entirely lost its coagulability, just as though it had 
been mixed with peptone or extract of leeches' heads. 

Again, if a mixture be made hi vitro of coiigulant venoms, such 



' Medical TiuwH and Ga^rtfr, vol. ii., 187'>. 
- " The Thamitophitlia of India.'' Cliuichill, Loudon. 1H72. 
' "On the rhysiolo<,'icfil Action of tlic. Venom of the An^tialian IJlack Snake," 
Proccedingn of ihc lloi/nl Svcifh/ vf N> ir SkiiIIi W'ulrs, .Inly ;>. IH!).'). 

* Archivrs f)inlof/i(jiirs, 1K97 and IS'IH ; ('t>iii/.lrs rnuliis <!<■ hi Sorii'l>' dr Bin- 
logic, October 28, 1899. 

* CompicH irndtts dc la Soci>'i<} dr 7;/o/.>r/(V, Octoi.er 'iS. 1899; November 4, 
1899 ; July 20, 1902. 

* Annalcs df I'lii.tlitiit J'<inltiii; .lune. 190J. 
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as that of the Lachesis, with anticoagulant venoms such as that of 
the Cobra or of Ancistrodon, it is found that these mixtures, when 
properly effected, become neutral, so that the respective effects of 
the component venoms are entirely destroyed. Assuming, for 
instance, that 1 milligramme of Lacliesis-venom coagulates in two 
minutes 1 c.c. of 1 per cent, citrate rabbit-plasma, if we add to the 
plasma firstly 1 miiligrannue of Ancistrodon-, or 1 milligramme of 
Co6m-venom, and then 1 milligramme of Lachesis-VQuovHy the 
plasma remains non -coagulated, yet coagulates perfectly on the 
subsequent addition of 1 c.c. of a ^ per cent, solution of chloride 
of calcium. 

There w, therefore, a real antagonism between the actively 
coagulant substance contained in certain Viperine venoms and 
the anticoagulant substance comprised in the venoms of certain 
other Vii'JiUii);i<: {Ancistrodon) , belonging to the subfamily Cro- 
TALiN/i:, and in those of all the CoLUBRiDiE. 

The conclusion to be deduced from the foregoing facts is that 
the vciuoms of (/OMiuiiiD/io and those of certain Viperid^ are 
(hfcidedly anticonguUint, while the majority of the venoms of 
ViPKUiD.i;, on the contrary, possess strong coagulant properties, 
even when mixed with blood in infinitesimal doses. 

The question therefore arises why these 'coagulant Viperine 
venoms suppress the coagulability of the blood when mixed with it 
in vitro in strong doses (for example, in doses beginning from 
4 milligrammes of Lachesis-\imom, or 7 milligrammes of the venom 
of Vipcra russcUii for 1 c.c. of 1 per cent, citrate rabbit-plasma). 

The explanation of this apparently contradictory phenomenon 
is furnished by the intense proteolysis tliat these ViPKRiNE venoms 
exert upon fibrin, in solution or coagulated. This proteolysis 
actually maniftsts itself with weak coagulant doses, for the compact 
clots formed at tiic outset soon bcconu' soft and then dissolve, 
like a cube of egg-albumen in an oxpiMiment in artificial digestion 
by trypsin. We shall revert to the subject later on. 
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III. — Mechanism of the Anticoagulant Action of Venoms on 

THE Blood. 

The anticoagulant action of the venoms of Colubuid.t: and of 
Ancistrodon upon the blood appears to take effect in the first place 
upon the fibrin-ferment, and afterwards upon the fibrin by proteo- 
lysis. The action on the fibrin-ferment seems manifest when we 
experiment with anticoagulant venoms which are feebly proteolytic, 
like the venom of the Cobra. 

I have already stated that a mixture of fresh blood with a suffi- 
cient dose of Co6ra-venom is non-coagulable, as though the blood 
on issuing from the animal had been mixed with peptone or leech- 
extract. But, while blood when peptonised or mixed with leech- 
extract coagulates readily on the subsequent addition of fibrin- 
ferment, blood mixed with venom remains positively non-coagulable. 
It is the same with citrate- or oxalate-plasmas, which no longer 
coagulate when chloride of calcium is added to them, and with 
4 per cent, saline plasma on the addition of distilled water. 

The anticoagulant substance in the venoms of Coluhuid.-e and 
Ancistrodon is precipitable by alcohol, like the (;ou<^ulaiit substance 
in the venoms of Vipeiiid.?-: and like the ncuri)torins, from which 
it is difficult to separate them. The separation can nevertheless 
be effected by the aid of heat, if we make use of certain venoms 
that are particularly resistant to high tempiMaturi's, such as those 
of the Cobra or the Krait. These lattt-r venoms, wlicn heated for 
one hour at 70° C, cease to bo anticoaj^ulant. and preserve their 
toxicity unimpaired. It is, however, impossihK' to suppress the 
toxicity without at the same tinu; desln)ying the anticoagulant 
substance. 

Antivenomous nerum completely protect > eidale- or chloridate- 
plasmas against the antieoaj^ulant actiitii of venoms. It is 
sufficient to mix \ c.c. of 1 per cent, saline antivenomous serum 
with 1 c.c. of 4 ])er (-ent. saline plasma to ensin-e that the subse- 
quent addition of 1 milli^iamnu; of r<//*n/-vi"noin to this mi.xture 
remains without effect upon the coagulability ()f the latter. If, 
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after a contact of two hours or more, 2 c.c. of distilled water be 
added, coagulation is produced just as in saline plasma without 
venom. 



B.— Effects of Venom upon the red Corpuscles. 

(1) Hamolysis. — The heemolytic properties of venoms, that is 
to say, their faculty of dissolving the red corpuscles, have been 
the subject of very important researches on the part of a number 
of investigators during the last few years (W. Stephens,^ Flexner 
and Noguchi,^ Calmette,' Phisalix,^ Preston Kyes and Hans Sachs,* 
Noc«). 

The different venoms are all haBinolytic, but in very variable 
doses. It is possible to make a very precise comparative study of 
them from this special point of view by taking as a base for each 
venom, as was done by Noc, the unital dose of 1 milligramme 
(or one-tenth of a cubic centimetre of a 1 per cent, solution freshly 
prepared and not filtered, the filtration through porcelain retaining 
an appreciable part of the active substance), and noting the time 
strictly necessary for this dose of 1 milligramme to dissolve com- 
pletely, in vitro, 1 c.c. of a 5 per cent, dilution of red corpuscles of 
the horse in physiological saline solution. 

It is very important, before allowing the venom to act on the 
red corpuscles, to first wash the latter by means of several suc- 
cessive centrifugings with 8 per 1,000 physiological saline solution. 

It is also better to choose the corpuscles of the horse in 
preference to those of other species of animals, since they exhibit 
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a nearly constant mean sensitivity. The corpuscles of the ox, 
goat, sheep, and rabbit are less sensitive. Those of man, the 
guinea-pig, and the rat, on the contrary, are more so. 

On experimenting with washed corpuscles, it is found that 
venom alone is incapable of dissolving them. In order that dis- 
solution may take place, we are obliged to add to the mixture 
either a small quantity of normal horse-serum, preferably heated, 
and, consequently, deprived of alexin (Calmette), or i c.c. of a 1 in 
10,000 solution of lecithin in physiological saline water (P. Kyes). 

Venom, therefore, is capable of hremolysing red corpuscles only 
when it is quickened, either by heated normal serum, or by lecithin. 
The solution of lecithin employed for this purpose should be pre- 
pared by dissolving 1 gramme of lecithin in 100 grammes of pure 
methylic alcohol. Taking 1 c.c. of this dilution we add it to 9 c.c. 
of 8 in 1,000 saline solution, and make a second dilution of 1 c.c. of 
the foregoing mixture in 9 c.c. of saline water. This latter dilution 
of 1 in 10,000 is utilised as the reagent. 

Let us now see how the serum or lecithin acts. It has been 
shown by P. Kyes that with either of these substances the mecha- 
nism of the haemolytic action is the same, for the serum quickens 
the venom only through the agency of the free lecithin it contains. 
The lecithin takes part in the reaction by combining with the 
venom to form a ha^niolysing lecithide more resistant to heat than 
its two components, for it may be heated for several hours at a 
temperature of lOO'' C, without the loss of any of its properties. 

When venom is brought into contact with certain kinds of 
highly sensitive red corpuscles, those of tlio rat for example, these 
corpuscles, although washed and freed from t-erinn, may undergo 
haemolysis. This result is (\\\o to the faet that these corpuscles 
contain sulhcient quantities c-f leeiihiti. whieh becomes liberated 
from their protoplasm ami. uniting with the venom, constitutes 
the active lecithide. 

It was already known that leeithin is capable of combining 
with various albuminoid matters and with sugars to form keif hides. 
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We must not, therefore, be surprised to find that such a combination 
may take place with the proteic substances in venom. The com- 
bination in this case is a truly chemical one. Lecithin in its 
natural state, or that which is normally found in serums which 
quicken venom, such as horse-serum, even when heated to 65** C, 
therefore plays the part of complement according to Ehrlich's 
theory, or that of alexin according to the theory of Bordet, while 
venom itself would be an amboceptor or sensitiser. 

This is not, however, the way in which the phenomenon should 
be understood, for it is impossible to admit the identification of 
heated serum or lecithin with the complementary substances or 
alexins, seeing that the essential characteristic of the latter is that 
they are intolerant of heat and become entirely inactive on being 
raised to a temperature of 58" C, or even by simply being kept 
for a few days exposed to the air and light. We must therefore 
suppose, with P. Kyes and H. Sachs, that the red corpuscles them- 
selves contain substances capable of playing the part of comple- 
ments {cndo-complements) , and that it is with these that the venom 
combines when quickened by the presence of lecithin or heated 
serum, the latter only acting because it contains free lecithin. 

All substances that contain lecithin, such as bile, hot milk, or 
cephalin, are capable of exerting the same quickening action, but 
do not themselves possess any inherent hemolytic power. 

Cholesterin, on the contrary, represents a kind of antidote 
to lecithin, as also to normal serums. It prevents haemolysis of 
the red corpuscles in a mixture of washed corpuscles and venom, 
yet it does not in any way modify the properties of true alexins or 
complements. 

Moreover, no correlation exists between Iccitliideft and the neuro- 
toxin in venoms. The combmation lecithin + venom possesses h(cmo- 
hjtic action, but is in no way neurotoxic. Conversely, venom can 
be freed from its groups of molecules combinable with lecithin, 
and remain neurotoxic. 

Lecithiflc is insoluble in ether and acetone, but soluble in 
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chloroform, alcohol, toltieiio. and water. Its properties are there- 
fore entirely distinct from those of its two components* It pre- 
cipitates slowly frora its aqueous solutions, without losing its 
hemolytic power ; it does not show hiuret-veficiion ; it dissolves 
with equal readiuess the red corpuscles of all species of animals, 
and its effects, like those of venom, are impeded by cholesterin. 

Kyes has succeeded in obtaining lecithides with all the htemo- 
lytic venoms that he was able to study ; thus he has prepared 
lecithides from Laches is Ittficcolatus, Naja hajf, Bungarus, Laches is 
jfavovlridis, and Crotnlns. It is tljerefore probable that the lecithino- 
phik group esiists in all venoms, even when these differ as regards 
their other properties. 

A wide range of difference is exhibited by the various venoms, 
as regards thetr haomolysing power in the presence of normal heated 
sermii or lecithin. The venom of Naja and that of Bimgants are 
the most active. The action of the venoms of VipekiBvI:, and 
especially of those of Croialua, is very weak. For example, while 
1 milhgramme of Co^ra-venom dissolves in from five to tea 
minutes 1 c.c. of a 5 per cent, dilution of red corpuscles in the 
presence of lecithin or normal heated serum, the same dose of 
the venom of Vipera russelHi takes thirty minutes to effect the 
dissolution, and the venom of Lachesis lanceolatus takes three 
hours. 

P. Kyes and H. Sachs have discovered the apparently para- 
doxical fact that, if to the red corpuscles of certain species of 
animals Cohra-venom be added in increasing doses, haMUolysis 
augments up to a certain point, beyond which the destruction 
of the corpuscles shows progressive diminution. In a large dose 
Co6ra-venom no longer produces any effect upon the corpuscles 
of the horse, for example, even when the venom is added in 
presence of a great excess of iecitliin or heated serum. It would 
seem, then, that, according to the theory of Ehrlich, under the 
influence of an exaggerated amount of venoui-amboceptor there 
is produced a deviation on the pact of the complement (serum or 
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lecithin), and that the latter, instead of fixing itself upon the 
corpuscles, becomes united with the surplus fraction of the ambo- 
ceptors, which has remained free in the liquid. 

Noguchi,^ resuming the study of this extremely curious action 
of strong doses of venom, observed that the red corpuscles of 
certain species of animals (such as the horse for example), when 
previously washed and held in suspension in a physiological 
solution of sea-salt containing 4 per cent, of Co6ra-venom, acquire 
a considerable augumentation of resisting power with regard to 
various physical and chemical agents. In consequence of this they 
are no longer hsemolysed by distilled water, ether, or saponin. 

Nevertheless, acids or alkalies, except ammonia, destroy cor- 
puscles treated with venom more easily than those in their normal 
condition. 

If corpuscles, previously treated with a strong dose of venom, 
are subjected to repeated washings in physiological saline solution, 
the special resistance acquired by them in the presence of the 
venom disappears ; they even become more sensitive to the action 
of destructive agents, such as water, ether, or saponin. 

Tlie principle contained in venom, to which must be attributed 
the protective action, is not destroyed by heating to 95'' C, although 
at this temperature Cobra-yenom becomes partially coagulated. 
Moreover, the protective substance is contained in the coagulum, 
while the hcemohjsin remains entirely in the filtrate. The agglutinin 
of venom, on the other hand, is destroyed at a temperature of 
75° C. The protective substance, therefore, can be identified 
neither with the htpuiolysin nor with the agglutinin. 

It follows that it is impossible to accept the hypothesis of the 
" deviation of the complement " suggested by Kyes and Sachs to 
explain the innocuousness of strong doses of venom. Besides, it 
would be ditVicult to reconcile this hypothesis with the fact, 
observed i)y Noguchi, that venom in a strong dose protects cor- 
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pascles, not only against the action of lecithin (complement), 
but also against distilled water, ether, &c. 

Noguchi, seeking more thoroughly to elucidate the mechanism 
of this protective action, finds that Cobra-yeiiom forms a precipitate 
with blood-serum, when the latter is relatively poor in salts or 
when it is diluted with water. It likewise forms a precipitate with 
the aqueous extract of red corpuscles, and precipitates the globulins, 
haemoglobin, or globin of the corpuscle, when treated separately. 
The precipitates are insoluble in water, but dissolve with the 
assistance of a small quantity of acid or alkali, and also in a great 
excess of saline solution. 

Noguchi supposes that red corpuscles, when treated with strong 
solutions of venom, are protected against destructive agents on 
account of the formation by the venom and certain constituents 
of the corpuscle (chiefly haemoglobin) of a compound insoluble 
in water. When this compound is removed by repeated washings 
in physiological solution, the corpuscles can easily be haemolysed 
afresh by the ordinary destructive agents. Venom, none the less, 
exerts a noxious influence upon the corpuscles in all cases ; but 
when strong solutions are employed, this effect is masked by the 
protective action. 

All kinds of red blood corpuscles are not equally sensitive to 
the protective action of strong doses of venom. In this n^sjuH't 
all degrees are observed in the action of vt-noni. Thus the cor- 
puscles of the dog are not protected at all by Cohni-wnom. Hut 
it is interesting to observe that this venom in no way |)ri'i'ipit!it«>s 
either the aqueous extract of dog's corpuscles, or the liii'inoi^lohin. 
or the globin of this animal. 

The venom of Crutfdit.s and that of Andstrodoii likewise^ possess 
protective power, which is, however, less marked than ni the i:is«' 
of Coira- venom. 

Noguchi finally points out that corpuscles treated with veiunn 
are not ha^molysed by fluor(;sci>nt suhsianet's such as et'sui. Tliev 
are also refractory to the luemolvsing action of tetanol\siii. 
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The resistance of the hsemolysins of venom to heat (which, 
according to Morgenroth, may extend to heating for thirty minutes 
at a temperature of 100" C.) explains how it is that the serum 
of horses immunised by means of venoms heated to 72° C. is 
distinctly antiheemolysing, and capable of perfectly protecting the 
red corpuscles ifi vitro and in vivo. 

I have been able to prove that the antineurotoxic property of 
antitoxic serums with regard to the venoms of CoLUBRiDiE is 
pretty much on a par with their antihaemolysing property, so that 
it is possible to measure in vitro the antitoxic activity of a serum 
by establishing the degree of its antihaBmolysing activity. Thus 
we see that a serum, which is antitoxic and antihaemolytic with 
respect to the venom of Naja, is likewise antihaemolytic as 
regards the other Colubrine -venoms, and even certain venoms 
of ViPERiDiE. Here we have a very important fact, for it enables 
us to measure in vitro the activity of antivenomous serums. 

(2) Precipitins of Venoms. — The serum of rabbits treated with 
increasing doses of Co6m-venom precipitates the latter in more 
or less concentrated solution. It has no effect as regards other 
venoms. On the other hand, the serum of a strongly immunised 
horse, the antivenomous power of which was pretty considerable, 
gave no precipitate with Co6ra-venom ; the formation of precipitate 
is therefore entirely independent of that of antitoxins (G. Lamb).^ 

(8) Agglutinins of Venoms. — Besides their hoemolytic action, 
it is easy to observe that certain venoms, especially those of 
ViPKRiD.*:, agglutinate the red corpuscles, and that the substance 
that produces this agglutination is different from the hoemolysing 
substance ; for it acts rapidly at a temperature of C, at which 
hjrmolysin manifests its effects only with extreme slowness. 
Heating to 75 C. destroys this agglutinant property (Flexner and 
Nouuchi). 



^Lancet, April 2, 1904, pp. 916-921. 
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C. — Effects of Venom upon the White Corpuscles : Leucolysin. 

The white corpuscles themselves do not escape the action of 
venom. It is possible i?i vitro to prove this action upon leucocytic 
exudations obtained, e.g., by injecting sterilised cultures of Bacillus 
megatherium into the pleura or peritoneum of the rabbit. After 
a few hours this exudation is removed by means of capillary tubes, 
and, on mixing these with weak doses of venom, we see, in the 
course of a microscopic examination, that the large mononuclear 
cells are the first to be dissolved, then the polynuclears, and lastly 
the lymphocytes. The leucolysis is much more intense and more 
rapid with Cobra-wenoxn than with that of Crotalus (Flexner and 
Noguchi, Noc). 
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substances (casein, albumins of ox-serum) in solution, has shown 
that Co6ra- venom and that of Vijn-ra disinto};rato the albuminoid 
molecule ; but the latter remains soluble after the addition of 
formol and is no longer precipitablo by acetic acid. The hydro- 
lysis never leads to the stage of peptone, but only to the forma- 
tion of albumoses which give biuret-reaction. 

The action of venoms upon fibrin may be demonstrated in ritro 
by bringing sufficient quantities of venom, 1 centigramme, for 
example, into contact with small fragments of non-heated fibrin, 
derived from blood clots from an ox, rabbit, or birds, and carefully 
washed. These fragments soon separate from each other, and 
become dissolved in a space of time which varies according to the 
venom used. The ViPEUiNE-venoms, especially those i^f iMchenia 
and Aucistrodon, are the most active. r*/»«T-venon> is nmch less 
so, and the venoms of Coluiuud.i: art* the slowest. 

This proteolytic action of the various veuvMus oorrcspi>nds pretty 
exactly to their coagulant and decoagulant acti»»n lUi rabbit- or 
horse-plasma, so that, as I have already staled, wo nnist suppose 
that the property possessed by ViPKUiNi:-\envUus of more or less 
rapidly dissolving blood which i\\vy hww caused (o coagulate, 
results from the fact that tlicst' vimuuus contain, in aiKlition to a 
coagulant substance, another sul)stanr»> whicli is strongly proteolytic. 

The latter is destroyed by heating. l.tnlusis \vnou\, when 
heated to 70° C, no longer has any dissolving action on either 
gelatine or fibrin. MortM)ver, antivenonious serum furnished by 
horses vaccinated against iiealed venoms does not previMit proteo- 
lysis by non-heated venoms. On the oIImm" hand, the serum of 
animals vaccinated against Vii'i:uiNi',-ve»ionis. simply filtered by 
the Chamberland ])rocess and non-beatetl. alVonls perfect protec- 
tion to gelatine and rii)rin against the iiiss(>lving action of these 
venoms. 
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B. — Cytolytic Action. 

Simon Flexner and Noguchi' have observed that the venoms 
of Naja, Ancistrodon, Crotalus, Vipera russellii, and Lachesis 
jiavoviriiUs, contain substances which possess the property of dis- 
solving a large number of the cells of warm-blooded and cold- 
blooded animals, and that these cytolysins are very markedly 
resistant to high temperatures. 

They employed for their experiments 5 per cent, emulsions 
of organs, spermatozoids, or ova in physiological saline solution. 
The solution of venom at a strength of 1 per cent, was kept 
in contact with the different kinds of cells for three hours at 
a temperature of 0' C. ; the liquid was then centrifuged and 
examined with the naked eye and under the microscope. 

The venoms experimented upon dissolved more or less rapidly 
the parenchymatous cells of the liver, kidney and testicle of 
the dog, guinea-pig, rabbit, rat and sheep. The most active 
venoms in this respect were those of Vipera russelhi, Ancistrodon 
and the Cobra ; the venom of Crotalus was the least active. 

With regard to the nerve-cells, spermatozoids and ova of 
cold-blooded animals (frogs, fish, arthropods, worms, and echino- 
derms) Cobra-xenom proved to be the most active ; then that 
of Ancistrodon, and lastly that of Crotalus. 

These cytolysins are not destroyed by heating for thirty minutes 
at 85° C. in a damp medium, nor by dry heating for fifty minutes 
at 100' C. 

C. — Bacteriolytic Action. 

If we bring into contact with a 1 per cent, solution of Cobra- 
venom, rendered aseptic by filtration through porcelain, sensitive 
micro-organisms, such us the cholera vibrio, or the bacterium 
of anthrax in a very young non-sporulated culture, or in its 
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non-spnrG-producing variety, we find that these loicrobes are dis- 
solved by the solution of venom in varying periods of time. 

On making a direct microscopical examination we see that 
Koch's vibrios become immovable, then break up into granulations 
and disappear in the liquid. The bsicteriolysia is even, more dis- 
tinct in the case of the biacterium, The enveloping membrane 
seems to dissolve, and the microbe appefirs as though composed 
of a series of granulations placed end to end, which finally disperse 
and disappear. 

By my instructions this bacteriolytic property of venom with 
respect to different species of micro-or.ganisms was studied by Noc, 
It was especially clearly seen with the non-spore-producing hac- 
teriutn of anthrax, the cholera vibrio, StapJnjlococcus aureus, the 
hacilhis of diphtheria, and li. stibiiUs in a young culture ; it is less 
distinct with B.pestis, B. coll^ and B. ff/p^it\ is almost nil with the 
pyocyanic bacillus and B. prodigiosuSf and nil with B. tuberculosis. 
Investigations have likewise been made by Noc, and subse- 
quently by Goebel,' in order to determine whether cobra-venom 
dissolves Trypatiosomes. These hfematozoa are more resistant 
than bacteria, but they nevertheless end by being dissolved after 
twenty to thirty minutes' contact in the 1 per cent, solution. 

The bacteriolytic substance in venom is distinct from that 
which produces proteolysis, for the latter is destroyed at 80 C., 
while the former only disappears with a temperature of and beyond 
85° C. maintained for iialf an hour. It is likewise distinct from the 
htemolysin, for this resists temperatures considerably higher than 
85' C. Moreover, venom which has dissolved microbes until the 
saturation point haa been reached, is found to have preserved in its 
entirety its liaunolytic power upon the red corpuscles of the horse. 
Neither docs it act upon the microbes owing to the presence of 
a ci/taae or itlexin. The well-known characteristics of alexins are 
not met with here — destruction at 55' to 50" C, sensitivity to light, 
rapid alteration at ordinary temperatures, dec. 
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We cannot, again, compare the bacteriolytic action of venom to 
tliat of rat-serum, which dissolves B. anthracis by aid of a substance 
distinct from vibrionicide alexin. According to the researches of 
Malvoz and Y. Pirenne, the lysin of rat-serum appears to be a basic 
substance, the neutralisation of which destroys its activity. Now 
Cobra-xenom in a very active solution is perfectly neutral to sensi- 
tive litmus papers, while these are turned blue by rat-serum. 
Moreover, venom acts not only upon microbes of the same kind, 
but also on very different species which are not affected by rat- 
serum, especially upon B. pestis, for which, on the contrary, this 
serum, when fresh, proves a favourable culture medium. The 
bacteriolytic power of Cobra-venoin therefore constitutes a special 
property of venom. 

" In their work on the cytolysins of venom, S. Flexner and 
Noguchi have shown that animal cells, when heated to 55 C. and 
rendered inactive, do not undergo complete dissolution under the 
influence of venoms which destroy the fresh cells. The authors 
in question infer the existence of cellular receptors {endo-comple- 
ments, according to the theory of Khrlich), which fix the ambo- 
ceptors of venom. Pursuing the same order of ideas, I have 
observed that bacteria killed by heating for one hour at 60° C. 
do not undergo total disintegration as do living bacteria. But, 
while Flexner and Noguchi infer the plurality of the cytolysins 
in venom for different animal cells, I have not been able to prove 
the same thing with regard to the bacteriolysin ; venom saturated 
with cholera vibrios to such an extent that vibrios added at repeated 
intervals arc no longer dissolved, is incapable of dissolving another 
highly sensitive species of microbe, such as the asporogenous bac- 
terium, and vice versa. Besides, it would be difficult to understand 
the existence in venom of cytolysins specific for a whole series 
of species of micro-organisms" (Noc).^ 

Antivenomous serum, in a dose of O'Ol or 0*05 c.c, neu- 
tralizes the bacteriolytic action of 1 milligramme of Co6/rt-venom, 

' .hmaleit de I'limlituf I'astfur, April, 1900. 
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while normal sermn heated, even in larcjer doses, is without Biltect. 
The lysin and the antivenotuous serum appear also to enter into 
stable combination; by heating to Htf^C., after dilution of the 
mixture ueutfal aiitivenouious serum + venom, the property of 
dissolving is not restored to the latter. 

Pursuing his researches upon the bacteriolytic actions, Noc ha& 
also shown that the fresh serums of the rabbit, horse, guinea- 
pig, rat, and man are capable of destroying them completely. 
We must conclude from this that venom has the property of 
fixing the alexin of these fresh serums, and in fact it is easy to 
show that this fixation takes place by experimenting with hjemo- 
lytic alexin, which is nmch more eaey to study ; it is sutEcient 
to eliminate the intervention of the hoBmolyBui proper to Cobm- 
venom. 

With this object, Noc employed horse-corpuscles (which are 
readily dissolved by fresh rat-serum), and neutralised the h£emo- 
lysin proper to the venom by antivenoraous serum, which has no 
effect upon fresh horse-corpuscles and upon the alexin of rat-serum. 

For experitiieatal purposes six tubes are prepared with cou tents 
as follows : — 

(1) 0'5 c.c, of fresh rat-serum. 

(2) 0%5 c.c, of fresh rat-serum + 0'5 milUgramme of Cobra- 
venom (0"5 c.c, of a solution of 1 in 1,000). 

(3) 05 c.c, of fresh rat-serum + 1 milligramme of venom (after 
fifteen minutes' contact of the venom with the alexin in tubes 2 
and 3 the venom is neutralised by 1 c.c. of antivenoujous serum 
in the case of tube 2, and by '2 c,c. in that of tube 3). 

(4) 1 milligramme of venom. 

(5) X c.c, of antivenomous serum. 

(6) 0*5 c,c. of fresh rat-serum -H 1 ex, of antivenomous serum. 
To each tube '2 drops of defibrinated horse-blood are added, and 

the tubes are placed in the stove at a temperature of 35" C. 

In tubes 1 and ij, which contain fresh rat-serum alone, and fresh 
serum 4- antivenomous serum, hemolysis appears in a few minutes. 
14 
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In tube 4, which received venom alona^ btemolysis is also produced 
in one hour. It is not produced at ail in tubes 2 and 3, which 
received the neutral mixture of fresh serum and venom, proving that 
the heemolj'tic alexin has been fixed by the venom. The latter^ 
therefore, here plays the part of a true fixator or avihoeeptor. 

Venom behaves, hi short, after the manner of extracts of organs. 
The fixation of hBemotytic alexin by extracts of organs, the tissues, 
and animal cells (liver, spleen, spermatozoids, &g,, &c.), has already 
buen demonstrated by V. Dungern, P. MiiJler, Levaditi, and E. 
IloUe. The same fact is also observed with solutions of peptone. 
The fixation of alexin is therefore a general property of certain 
aJhuniiuoid molecules. 

It wa« interostiiifT to endeavour to reproduce, with Co6ra- venom, 
J. Bordet's experiments upon alexins and anti-aiexins. It was to 
bo hoped that we bad in this substance an anti-alexic body capable 
of being preserved for an indefinite time and constant in its activity, 
whif4i would enable us easily to measure the dose of alexin con- 
ijbiiu-d \n a small quantity of a serum« or other liquid of leucocytic 
nri^n. 

The experiment proved to Noc that, contrary to the ideas of 
F.inlicb and his pupils, and confoi-mably to the results obtained 
l)y Hordut with Herums and toxins, the neutralisation of venom 
titliuM placa in a variable ratio. 

If It doHo A of fresh serum is capable of neutralising exactly 
h iiJlllit^ramntuN of Cobm-y^nom with regard to a sensitive microbe, 
on I'liiplityniK a dose of the streiij:;th uf '2 A we ought to find a 
liuiitucicitbll (ki«% 1 A, in the excess of serum, according to the 
lliwiiry of di'flmttt proportions. No such bactericidal action is seen, 
bitWiiytM", thn Hnruin, on the other hand, acts in the contrary dircc- 
I liirt by iiit^mm of iLn tiutritivt* ^tihstanees, and in the mixture 2 A + 
vvHitm W(> nbUtn a lar^ir rnnnber of colonies of micro-organisms 
thiUL in Ibi* mulitrit A 4- venorti. 

We nm, thtui, that tlio propirty of cells of fixing in excess the 
aollifM NiibtttaiM'i' ni iiiirumM, diMcovercd by Bord^t for the htemoly- 
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Sins (staining phenomena), is met with again in the case of extracts 
of organs, at least with regaid to the bacteriolytic substance of 
Co/j?'(7-venom. 

It results, then, from the foregoing facta that Cobra-mnom con- 
tains a ct/toli/sin, which actji upon micro-organisms and is capable of 
fixing the alexin of normal Hcrnms. 

The apphcation of these data to the living animal is evidently 
full of difficulties, by reason of the complexity of the substances 
that come into play. Let ub see, however, to what extent they are 
capable of serving to explain the phenomena that are produced as 
the result of poisoning. 

It was observed by Kaufmanu that the cadavers of animals 
which have died from snake-bite are very rapidly invaded by the 
bacteria of putrefaction. Welch and Ewing, referring to these 
phenomena of rapid putrefaction in cases of death from venom, 
explained them as being due to the loss of the bactericidal power of 
the serum. In hot countries, even when snake-bites are not fatal, 
they are frequently complicated by local suppuration or gangrene, 
occasioned by micro-organiBms introduced at the time of the bite. 
The minute analysis of the phenomena of poisoning shows, in 
reality, that the organism undergoes different modifications accord- 
ing to the quantity of venom injected and its channel of penetration. 

When the dose of venom is rapidly lethal, whether because it 
penetrates into the veins or because a larger amount of it is diffused 
beneath the skin, it occasions a transient hypoleucocytosis, which 
is* moreover, a reaction common to iniections of venom, pro-peptone, 
extracts of organs, and microbic toxins (Delezenne, Nolf). Ifc 
follows that blood collected a short time after the injection may 
be totally bereft of its bactericidal power, in consequence of the dis- 
appearance of the leucocytes, which have migrated into the organs. 

Thus it was observed by S. Flexner and H, Nogucbi that 
the serum of a rabbit, treated with 10 milligrammes of Cobra- 
venom, showed, fifty-seven minutes after the injection, a great loss 
of bactericidal properties. But it in impossible to conclude, from 
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the diminution of bactericidal power in this experiment, that the 
alexin becomes fixed by the venom. Since the secretion of alexin 
is connected with the presence of Jeucocytes, the hypoleucocytosis 
due to the venom is sufficient to explain the loss of bactericidal 
power. 

Nevertheless, the action of venom is not confined to these 
physiological phenomena ; in diffusing itself through the organiem 
it stays more especially in parts where the circulation has become 
slower, in the capillaries of the organs where the leucocytes that 
have disappeared from the j^eneral circulation are already to be 
found agglomerated and altered. Here the cytolysins of the venom, 
continuing their effects, are capable of neutralising the alexins 
set at liberty by the destruction of the leucocytes, and thus the 
rapid inultiplication of the bacteria of putrefaction, which have 
come from the intestine or were carried in with the bite, is easily 
explained. In the same way, we can account for the suppuration 
that is met with as a comphcation of non-lethal bites, in spite of the 
hyperleucocytosis consequent upon the penetration of a weak dose 
of venom ; immediate neutralisation of the alexin set at liberty at 
the level of the wound has sufficed to enable micro-organisms to 
multiply. 

D. — Vabious DiASTAsic Actions of VENowe, 

So long ago as 18K4, de Lacerda, in his " Le<;on8 aur le venin des 
serpents du Bresil,** described the results of his researches upon 
the diastasic actions of venom. He proved that venom emulsifies 
fats, causes H)ilk to curdle, and does not saccharise starch. But 
the solutions of venom employed by this author were not sterile, 
so that putrefactive phenomena may be believed to have occurred 
in the course of his experiments. 

The subject has been studied afresh by Wehrmann ' in my 
laboratory, and afterwards by Lannoy«' These two investigators 
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have shown that venoms do not hydrolyse either starch or inuhn. 
Cofera- venom and that of Vipera change saccharose very sHghtly, 
They do not modify the glncosides (amygdalin, coniferin^ salicin, 
arhutin, and digitahn) ; they therefore do not contain eraulsin. 

On the other hand, these venoms possess, as I have already 
stated, very interesting kinasic properties, which have been pointed 
out by Delezenne.' They consist in the fact that while venom 
alone is incapable of digesting cooked albumin, we have only to 
add to a pancreatic juice, in itself devoid of effect upon albumin, 
a trace of venom, to see this albumin immediately become digested. 

Lachesu'Venom is especially active in this respect. In Dele- 
zenne's experiments it was generally sufficient to add to 1 c.c. of 
inactive pancreatic juice, 0'5 to 1 c*c» of a 1 in 1,000 aolutioQj that 
is 0'5 to 1 mitligfanime of venom, to obtain tbe digestion of a cube 
of albumin weighing 0*5 gramme in the space of from ten to twelve 
hours. Much weaker doses, J, ^,f sometimes even ^ of a milli- 
gramme still gave the same result, with this sole difference that 
digestion took twenty- four, forty-eight, and even seventy-two hours 
to become complete. 

C<?fcr«-venom was found to be v, little less active than the fore- 
going, but still its action was usually evident enough when it was 
employed in a dose of 05 milli<yramme or even Ovl milligramme. 
As for the venom of Vipera bems, it was often necessary to employ 
it in doses from five to ten times stronger in order to obtain tbe 
same result. 

Delezenne has ascertained, on the other hand, that these venoms 
entirely lose their kinasic power when they are subjected to ebulli- 
tion for fifteen minutes. 

This kinase or diastase, capable of quickening the inert pan- 
creatic juice, must evidently be of very groat utility to the 
reptile in enabling it to digest its prey. Venom, therefore, is not, 
as has long been believed, a purely defensive secretion ; it corre- 
sponds to a physiological necessity, like that of th(» intestinal or 
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pancreatic juice. Herein is to be found the explanation of fhe fact 
that the non-poiaonoiis snakes, although destitute of organs of 
inoculation, possess supralabial or parotid glands which produce 
venomous saliva. 

Experiments have been made by Ch. Fere* to determine the 
effect upon the development of the embryo of the introduction of 
venom into the albumen of the egg of the fowl. He found that 
83 per cent, of the embryos, developed in eggs intoxicated with 
0'05 milligramme of viper-venom and opened after being incubated 
for seventy-two hours» exhibited various anomalies in development. 



B.— Action of Vabious Diastases upon Venoms. 

Yenoms are modified or destroyed by certain normal diastases 
of the organism. It was shown long ago by Lacerda, Weir Mitchell, 
Sir Joseph Fayrer, and Lauder Bruutou, that it is possible to 
introduce without danger into the stomachs of adult animals 
amounts of venom many times greater than the lethal dose. I have 
repeatedly verified this, but have nevevtheleRs observed that young 
mammals, while being suckled, readily absorb venom by their 
alimentary canal, and eiicoumb to the ingestion of doses scarcely 
larger than those which kill when subcutaneously injected. Here 
we have a very important fact, which once more proves bow easily 
the intestinal mucous membrane of young animals is permeated 
by toxins. By my instructions Wehrmann' and Cam^re,' in my 
laboratory, have studied the modifications undergone by venoms 
ill the alimentary canal of rabbits. We have seen that these 
animals can ingest without inconvenience doses of venom (lOO times 
greater than the lethal dose, and that, if we cause these ingestions 
to be repeated several times, contrary to the assertion of Fraser^ (of 

' Comptft rendu* da la Soeiiti de Biologie, January 11, 1&&Q. 

» Wehnnivnn, Amtafea ite VlnttUul Pttairur, 1897 find 1898, 

• Carrifcre, "Siir le t*oTi des toxhiea et dee adtitoxines dans le tube digestil," 
fhiti., IHtW, i>. 486. 

* Brifiah Mfidient Journah 1»05 iind 1897. 
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Kdinbiirgh), we never succeed in obtaining ininiimity tn the suli* 
cutaneniiF? injection of n, simple lethal dose, and nn antitoxin is 
formed in the l)lood. 

The phffiHn (;>f the saliva, pancreatic juice, and- hik destroy 
Cobfti'Venom in titfro. We must, therefore, assmne that these 
diastases are veritahle a.gents of destruction for ingested venom. 
The intestinal luierobes play no part, any more than the intestinal 
jmce by itself. The gastric juice has very little effect. Papain is 
almost as active as the pancreatic juice. 

It had already been proved by Fraser, so lonpf ago as 1895, that 
bile, after prolonged contact and in a sufficient dose, has a strongly 
destructive effect upon C*obra-venom ; hut, contrary to the opinion 
of this investigator, it is not antitoxic, for it possesses no preventive 
or curative property, and its effects are produced only in vitro. 

We see from what has been stated above, that venoms intro. 
duced into a sensitive organism are capable of producing extremely 
complex effects upon the various tissues or hnnioiirs. They act on 
the nerve-cells by their neurotoxin, on the endotheltum of the 
blood-vessels by their hmmorrhagin (Flexner and Noguchi), on the 
red coi-puscles by their hwmohjun, on the fibrin of the blood and 
muscles by their proteolytic diastase^ and on the fibrin-ferment 
itself by their tkrombase. 

They also act on the leucocytes, according to the experiments 
of Chatenay,' performed under the direction of Metschnikoff, and 
according to those of Flexner and Noguchi,* already cited. 

Thus we understand how complex must likewise be the means 
of defence that have to be employed in order to afford an effective 
protection against such poisons. 

The sliglitly intoxicated organism at first reacts by the inter- 
vention of the leucocytes ; a hyperlcucocytosis is produced, accom- 

' Chatenay, *' Lcs r^>\ctions leticocj^taires vis-drvts tie certaines toxiaee," 
Tysc Pam, imi, 

* Flexner wid Noguchi, " Sniike-'^'cnoin in Relation to HtfJinolystB, Bacterio- 
lyaiB, and Toxicity,'' Journal of Ejcperimental MfiHcine, vol, vi„ March 17, 1902, 
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panied by a more or less considerable rise of temperature. After 
a few hours everything returns to its normal condition, and if the 
injection of a lethal dose of venom is repeated several times, at 
intervals of a few days, it is not long before antitoxic substances 
are found to appear in the serum. 

When the dose of venom injected is sufficient to cause death, 
we observe, a very few moments after the injection, a lowering of 
temperature and a hypoleticocytosis, which is the more pronounced 
in proportion to the nearness of the dose of venom to the minimal 
lethal dose. With very strong doses the hypoleucocytosis has not 
time to manifest itself. 

It is therefore probable that, in intoxication by venoms as in 
that by the toxins of micro-organisms, the protective role of the 
leucocytes is all-important, not only because these cells are capable 
of digesting venoms owing to their protoplasmic digestive juices, 
but also because they constitute if not the only, at any rate the 
principal source of the antitoxic substances or amboceptors. 
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CHAPTER X. 

TOXICITY OF THE BLOOD OF VENOMOUS SNAKES. 

Several physiologists, among whom it is right to mention 
Fontana/ Leydig,- Reichcl,' Kaphael Blanch ard,' Phisalix and 
Bertrand,* and S. Jourdain/' have pointed out the presence of 
poison-glands in Tropidonotua natrix or other non-venomous snakes, 
and have explained the immunity enjoyed by these animals with 
regard to venom as being due to the existence of an internal 
secretion of this poison. 

We also know, from the writings of Phisalix and l^ertrand, that 
the blood of the viper, and that of the salamander and toad are 
toxic. For my part I have found ^ that the blood of Naja, 
Bungarus, Lachesia, and Cerastes possesses the same properties, 
and a comparative study has been made by Wehrmann," in my 
laboratory, of the toxicity of the blood of the viper and of that of 
the blood of the eel, already established by Mosso (of Turin)," 

It is remarkable to find that the blood of the various venomous 
or non-venomous snakes, like that of certain fishes, such as eels, 
produces, when injected beneath the skin or into the peritoneum, 
local and general effects very similar to those of venoms. Injec- 
tions of 0*5 c.c. to 1 c.c. of the blood of the viper or of the common 



' "Trattado del vcneno della viperu,'' 17H7. 

• Archiv fiir mikronkojiixclie Amiloiiiir, IJd. ix., 1875J. 
' MorphologiHchcH Juhrbuvh, Hd. viii., 1HH."J. 

• Comptes rcfidim d»' In SociiHr <lr liiohMjic, Jiuiuary 20, lnyi. 

• Arehiven dc Phytiiuhujii'. 1H94. 

• Comptea rendus dv I'Aradrmir dcx Si-inirrii, I'uris, Jtiiiuarv 22. 1H9-J. 
' Compten renduH dr la Sociefc dr liiohfjif. Jaiiutirv V.i. 1H94. 

» Annates de VIuHiiiui I'ostrut; 1897. 

• Archiveti Unlienncti dr IJiolo;/ie, 188H and 1889. 
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snake, beneath the skin of the guinea-pig, provoke an intense local 
reaction, which always results in the formation of an eschar. The 
injection of slightly stronger doses, 1 c.c. to 2 c.c, into the peri- 
toneum, almost always kills these animals, like venom, with symp- 
toms of respiratory asphyxia. 

The blood of Naja tripudians, injected subcutaneously, is lethal 
to the mouse in a dose of 0*25 c.c. 

When this blood is heated, after having been suitably diluted 
with three or four parts of distilled water, in order to prevent it 
from coagulating, it is found that a temperature of 70"" C. maintained 
for fifteen minutes is sufficient to cause it to lose all toxic e£fect. 
The same applies to the blood of the other poisonous or non- 
poisonous snakes, and to that of the Murcenidce. 

Now, since the majority of venoms resist even prolonged heating 
at this temperature, it cannot be supposed that the toxicity of the 
blood is due to its containing venom derived from the internal 
secretion of the poison-glands, as was thought by Phisalix and 
Bertrand. On the contrary, it is probable that the toxicity results 
from the fact that the blood contains diastasic substances of cellu- 
lar origin, which themselves represent certain of the constituent 
elements of venoms. 

These substances, moreover, possess some of the properties 
of venoms, as, for instance, the faculty of producing hsemorrhages 
and of being influenced by antivenomous serum, which causes 
them to lose a large portion of their toxic qualities. 

I have found that they can even be utilised to vaccinate animals 
against venom ; by injecting weak, non-lethal, and repeated doses 
of dilute (7o6ra-blood into guinea-pigs and rabbits, I have succeeded 
in rendering them immune to doses of (7o6ra- venom several times 
greater than the lethal dose. 

There is no doubt that it is to these' substances that the 
poisonous and non-poisonous snakes owe the partial immunity 
that they themselves enjoy with respect to venoms. We know, 
in fact, that common snakes su£fer without danger many bites from 
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vipers (Phisalix ain^ Bertrand'l. Jind that the Cobra ik relatively 
little affected by inociilatiuii with its own venom or with that 
of other Colubridje, such as Btingarm, or even of Vii'EBiDiEi 
such as Vipera russeiUi. 

This imiiiiiiiity, however, is far from being ftbsoliite ; I have 
killed coniuioD snakes {Trapidoffotits natri.r) with closes of viper^ 
veoom ten times greater than the lethal one for the riiVjbit. and 
Lachcais iaftceolafus (from Martinique) with 0"0'2 gramme of the 
venom of Naja tn'pudiatia. 

Phi sal ix,- on his part, has shown that, while it was necessary 
to inject from 100 to 200 milligrammes of viper-yenojn into other 
vipers or common snakes, beneath the skin or into the peritoneum, 
in order to cause death, the introduction of only 2 to 4 milligrammes 
of this venom into the brains of these reptiles was sufiicient to kill 
them with the same symptoms of intoxication. This dose, how- 
ever, is only twenty-five to thirty times greater than the lethal one 
(or the guinea-pig. 

The prRctical lesson to be learnt from the establishment of the 
foregoing facte is that poisonous snakes of different species ranst 
never be placed in the same cage, for these animals sometimes bite 
each other, and may thus kill one another. 

Simon Flexner and Nognchi ^ have studied the action of the 
sennns of Crotalus, Ancistrodon, and a non-poisonous species, the 
pine snake {Pittwphis catcni/er), on the venoms of Naja, Ancis- 
trodon, and Crotalm. They found that the serum of Crotalus 
rapidly dissolves the red corpuscles of man, the dog, rabbit, guinea- 
pig, sheep, rat, pigeon, and horse. 

The serum of the pine snake affects the same red corpuscleB, 
but in a lesser degree. Heating to 58'^ C. suppresses the biemolytic 
power of these serums, but they can be restored to activity by the 
addition of a very small quantity of the same serum in a fresh 



' Archivea de Phtfitwlcffu:, 1894. 

• Comptea rendim tic la SociMt' dt; BioUnjifi^ .Tulj 2ij, 1003, 

^ JouTTtalof VaiJmloQy and BaHeriidotftj, Mtvy, 190ii. 
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condition, of fresh serum derived from other snakes, or of fresh 
serum from the guinea-pig. 

Antivenomoua serum also, when added in a. suitable dose, 
entirely suppresses the haamolytic action of snake-serums ; it has, 
however, greater effect upon the bromolysin of {7o6ra -blood than 
upon that of the blood of other snakes. This observation had 
previously been made by W. Stephens,' and it has been verified 
hy Noc in my laboratory. 

Cfotalun-sevum dissolves the red corpuscles of the mongoose 
{Herpefites ichneumon) of Jamaica, whose extraordinary resistance 
to veuoni is well known. But if variable doses of Ancistrodon- 
vetioni and Cyotalm-semm he made to act simultaneously upon 
tht»w corpuscles, the latter are no longer dissolved. Again, if, 
iiiMttnul of red corpuscles which are but little sensitive, like those 
sit Ihi* motigooae, we employ the Inglily sensitive corpuaeles of the 
^t|iiiH*ik'|>i|il, the result is the same. These experiments are regarded 
bv fc*'l»*\iit*r and Nogucbi as proving that the amboceptors of the 
kii\\V H*TUiu become fixed, in conformity with Ehrlich'a theory of 
Un* lihlt«mt ohiiitiR, upon the receptors of the sensitive erythrocytes, 
t*iid U**v*' no uiiirt* receptors free for the fixation of the venom. 

TKvi in*u»»» invt»sli^fttors have endeavoured to determine the 
H'.-y. ■> ^ • bixioity <*f the tissues of the different organs of Crotalua. 
I I. . 1.1 (Iml X\w nmst toxic organs are the spleen and the 

ItVi'i . khi* Wxiiniy of the spinal cord, kidney aod muscles is much 
^m \\ t^v|HHU'« thttt this tt)xicity is intimately connected with the 
i'»-* ■ =t M , . t (imt tho tiNsnes retain, for the physiological effects 
u'rtl with those that follow the injection of blood 

i^*u\V ^W» ^--iWiUiutsl that the contents of the eggs of Cmtulus 
kUv ^>«IMIVU^^ n *' "' f"'"^**". and this poison appears to consist for 
Uuv UkV4li MUPi '**" ^ince it does not cause heemorrhages. 
h%i«»tJl^\ H<l*4 ^^bttt'ivvJ Itmt thi^ ovules of the viper exhibit analogous 
W 

* 'i\U^tvjf$ «*•»«' HiHiti^riologi/, 1900, p. 27 jj. 
> M. . . ...<«M Je Im ^WW<i> U« Biolot/te, JuJy 1, 1906. 
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Summing up what has been stated above, we find that the 
blood of both poisonous and non-poisonous snakes contains toxic 
substances, destructible by heating to (38' C, and physiologically 
distinct from venoms, but like the latter possessing the property 
of dissolving the red corpuscles of the majority of vertebrates and 
of producing haemorrhages. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



NATUBAL IMMUNITY OF CEnVAlN ANIMALS 
HESPECT TO SNAKE-VENOMS. 



WITH 



It was long ago pointed out that certain warm-blooded animals, 
including the mongoose {Herpcsfes ichneumoH, Family Vtiii:rrid/e), 
hedgehog {Erinaceus europmus, F'amily ErinaceidiB), pig {Sus 
scro/a, Family Suidte), and some herons {Ajaja, Subfamily Plata- 
hina\ Cancroma, Suhfamily Cancromince : Botaurus, Hubfamily 
Ardeinm : Mt/cteria, Subfamily CiconiitKe), known in Colombia 
under the names Culehrero and G^uacabo, exhibit a natural iranmnity 
with respect to anake-bites. 

Piga devour vipers with great readinesR, and in the region of 
North America which adjoins the Missiesippi and its tributaries 
they are even trained to destroy the young rattle-snakes and other 
poisonous serpents with which the valleys of these watercom-ses 
are infested. 

During my stay in Indo-China I inoculated a young pig> beneath 
the skin of the back, with a dose of Co^m-venom (10 milligrammes) 
capable of killing a large-sized dog. The animal withstood the 
injection, but I am inclined to think that this is not a case of true 
immunity ; It is probable that the pig owes its resistance to venom 
to the fact that its akin is lined with an enormous layer of adipose 
tissue, which is but very slightly vascular, and in which absorption 
takes pUuce very slowty. This opinion is corroborated by my die- 
coveiy that the serum of this animal is entirely destitute of any 
antitoxic substance. I mixed a dose of Co^ra- venom, lethal for 
the rabbit, with »V5 and K c.c. of pig-serum. These mixtures killed 
rabbiiii in the samu tiJue as the cojitrols that received the venom 
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dilated with equal "]i.i;iiuities .-i r;ibbii -serum or pliysioloiiical saliuo 
solution. 

The aaturai iiuiuunity of the mongoosie and iho hedgehoi; rosl# 
apon more scientiticaily established facts. 

My own experiments upon the immunity ol the moniiooso woio 
made with six specimeus of these Utile carnivores oaptmvd m 
Guadeloupe i French West ludies'i. an island in which no pvnsoiunis 
snakes exist : conseixaently their imtuunity could not have urisen 
from their having become accustomed to the bites of veno:nous 
reptiles. 

I first introduced a mongoose into a ca>;e coniaiiiini; a \ti.''« 
bungarus {OphiophiUfus) of large size. The snake rose up inune- 
diately, dilated its hood, and struck savagely at the little animal, 
which, darting nimbly out of the way. escaped being seized and. 
frightened for a moment, took refuge in a corner of the cage. Its 
stupor, however, was but of brief duration, for at the very moment 
when the hamadryad was preparing to strike at it again, the 
mongoose, with open mouth and snarling, sprang upon the repule s 
head, bit it hard in the upper jaw and crushed its skull in a few 
seconds. This scene is in every rospt'ct reminiscent of the a»hnirable 
description given by Kudyard Kipling, in his celebrated **.lungU' 
Book," of the great war that h'ikki-tihki (l\w Mong.H^s,>^ fought 
with Nag (the Cobra) " through tlie bathrooms of the big bungaU'W 
in Segowleo cantonment " : — 

"Nag was asleep, and Kikki-tikki looked at his big l'^^^'^- 
wondering which WDuld be the best place for a good lioM. 
don't break his back at tlu' first jump,' said Kikki. ' lie can ^ 
fight; and it he tiglit-s— C) Kikki ! " He looked at tlie tliiekn^'^-j 
of the neck below the hood, but that was U)o iiuu-h for hiin . 
a bite near the tail would only make Nag s;iv;ig«'. 

"•It must be the head.' he said at last: 'the heail abi»vc^ t le 
hood ; and when I am once there, I must not let g»».' . ^ 

"Then he jumped. The head was lying a little clear o J^^ 
water-jar, under the curve of it ; and, as his teetli met. UiU * 
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his back against the bulge of the red earthenware to hold down 
the head. This j^ave him just one second's purchase, luul he niade 
the most of it. Then he was battered to and fro as a rat ia shaken 
by a dog — to and fro on the floor, up and down, and round in great 
circles I bnt his eyes were red, and he held on as the body cart- 
whipped over the floor, upsetting the tin dipper and the soap-dish 
and the flesh-brush, and banged against the tin side of the bath. 
As he held he closed his jaws tighter and tighter, for he made sure 
he would be ban^^ed to death, and, for the honour of his family, he 
preferred to he found with his teeth locked. He was dizzy, aching, 
and felt shaken to pieces, when something went off like a thunder- 
clap just behind him ; a hot wind knocked him senseless, and red 
fire singed his fur. The big man had beeu wakened by the noise, 
and had fired both barrels of a shot-gun into Nag just behind the 
hood."» 

From the experimental point of view, these stirring battles 
between mongooses and cobras only show that a mongoose of the 
size of a large squirrel tiiftkes a plucky and victorious attack upon 
a venomous reptile of the most dangerous species and of very 
large dimensions ; but it is impossible to tell with certainty whether 
the mongoose has been bitten. 

1 therefore inoculated a second mongoose with 2 milligrammes 
of venom, a lethal dose for 4 kilogrammes of rabbit. The animal 
did not experience the slightest malaise. 

1 then took blood from three other mongooses, by tying a 
carotid without killing the animals. This blood, mixed with 
venom or injected as a prophylactic into rabbits, exhibited an 
antitoxic power, which, though evident, was of little intensity, and 
insoflicient m all cases as a certain preventative of death. All the 
rabbits that received a preventive dose varying from !2 to 7 c.c. 
of mongoose-serum succumbed to inoculation with venom, but 
with a considerable retardation (from two to five hours) as compared 
with the controls. 



4 



■ "The Jungle Ik)ok," by Uu>lvart] Kitjiin^'. Londuii ; Mautiiilian a&d Co., 
Ltd. Hepriiit of 1905, pp. IbS, 184^ 
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T endeavoured to determine the limit of tolerance of the mon- 
goose with respect to venom. Two of these animals, which had 
never been inoculated, received doses of venoiu respectively four 
times and six times lethal for the rabbit. The first mongoose 
remained perfectly well ; the second was ill for two daye^ and then 
recovered. A third mongoose, into which I injected a dose eight 
times lethal for the rabbit, succumbed in twelve hours. 



PjQ. 89.— MONQOOSB SBIKED 9T A OOBIU. 

(For this iilustr&tioD I am indebted to tbfl kitidaesa of M, Claine, late French ConBuJ 

at B&DgooD.) 



It must be concluded from these facts that the West Indian 

mongoose is but little sensitive to venora ; that it is capable of 
withstanding, without malaiae, doses which are considerable in pro- 
portion to its hVASf but that its immunity is fat from being absolute. 
If it is generally the victor in its combats with poisonous snakes^ 
the result is mainly due to the extreme agdity with which it is 
endowed. 
15 



226 VENOMS 

A number of experiments have been made by Lewin,* and by 
Phisalix and Bertrand,* upon the immunity of the hedgehog to the 
venom of Vipera berus. 

It had long been known that hedgehogs are inveterate hunters 
of vipers, which they devour with avidity. Thanks to the long and 
sharp spines by which their bodies are protected, they avoid being 
bitten and contrive to catch the reptiles very cleverly, but it 
occasionally happens that they do not escape being struck. How- 
ever, even in these cases they rarely succumb. 

Inoculation with fairly large quantities of venom does not make 
them ill : the dose of ciper-venom. lethal for these small animals 
is about forty times greater than that which kills the guinea-pig. 
Their power of resistance is therefore beyond doubt. 

It may be asked whether this is due to their blood normally 
containing antitoxic substances. In order to elucidate this question^ 
Phisalix and Bertrand first proved that the blood of normal 
hedgehogs is toxic to laboratory animals, especially to the guinea- 
pig. A mixture of this blood with viper-venom cannot therefore 
be harmless. But it sufficed to heat hedgehog blood to 58° C. to 
cause it to lose its toxicity, and it was found that it then became 
antitoxic. Guinea-pigs inoculated in the peritoneum with 8 c.c. 
of heated hedgehog-serum were able to withstand, immediately 
afterwards, twice the lethal dose of viper-venom. 

It really seems, therefore, that the resistance of the hedgehog 
to venom is due to the presence of antitoxic substances in its 
blood. But, as in the case of the mongoose, there is no question 
here of genuine inimunity. 

The same is probably true with respect to the herons of 
Colombia, the Culebrero and Guacabo, which eagerly search after 



' Deutsche mcdicinische Wochenschriff, 1898. 

* Comptea rcndus de la Societe de Biologic, 1895, p. 639, and 1899, p. 77 ; 
Bulletin du Musaim d'Uiatoire naturclle, 1895, t. i., p. 294, t. ii., p. 100. 
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young snakes for food. No investigations, however, have yet been 
made upon this subject. 

These birds, moreover, are few in number ; hunters pursue them 
for the sake of their brilliantly coloured plumage, and it is to be 
regretted that no attempt is made to prevent their destruction 
or to acclimatise them in countries in which poisonous snakes 
constitute a veritable calamity, such as Martinique, St. Lucia, or 
India. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
SNAKE'CHAEMERS. 



In all the countries of the globe where poisonous snakes are 
formidable to man, there are certaia individuals who profess to be 
secure from all ill-effects from the bites of these reptiles, whether 
because they are immune to venom, or because they possess 
secrets which enable them to cure themselves when they happen 
to have been bitten. Not unnaturally these secrets are sometimes 
turned to profitable account, and the possessors of them generally 
enjoy considerable popular influence, and are very highly venerated. 
Intimate relations with the divmities are freely attributed to them. 

Amonf^ the Romans the jugglers who carried on the profession 
of snake charmers and healers of snake-bites were known as Psylli, 
Plutarch tells us that Cato, who loved not doctors because they 
were Greeks, attached a certain number of them to the army of 
Libya. They were accustomed to expose their children to serpents 
as soon as they were born, and the mothers, if they had failed in 
conjagal fidelity, were infallibly punished by the death of their 
offspring. If, on the contrary, the children were lawful, they had 
nothing to fear from the bites of the reptiles. '* fiecefts ittavi editos 
Herpentibus ofcrcbant; si essent partus aduUeri, matrum crimiim 
plectabaniur intfrifu parmdorum ; si pudici, probos ortiis a morU 
paierni privilcgium iuebatur'" (SoHnus). 

The Libyian Peylli of antiquity still have their representatives 
in Tunis and in Kgypt. Clot Bey writes as follows with 
reference to the Egyptian Psylli :— 

" The Ophiogenit or Snake-charmers, have been renowned from 
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a.11 time. Strabo speaks of them, and Prosper Alpinns was a 
witness of the singular effects of their art. The majority of 
modern travellers who have visited Egypt have been equally 
struck with the freedoin with which they handle poisonous reptiles 
and animals. 

" The Psylli go from house to house, calling forth and charming 
the snakes that they may happen to contain. They claim to attract 
them by means of a particular power. Armed with a short wand, 
they enter the chamber to be purged from these venomous guests, 
make a smacking noise with their tongue, spit upon the ground, 
and pronounce the following incantation : * I adjure you, by God, if 
you arc without or within, to appear ; I adjure you, by the greatest 
of names ; if you are obedient, appear ! If you disobey, die I die f ' 
The snake, submissive to this command, departs forthwith, issuing 
from a crack in the wall or fioor."' 

India is pre-eminently the country of snake-charmers. There 
exists an entire caste of Hindus, called Mai, who are professional 
catchers and vendors of snakes, but do not perform tricks with 
them. 

The snake-charmers are recruited from among another caste, 
that of the Sangis or TuhriwaHahs of Bengal. 

These men, who are usually clothed in yellow robes and wear 
large tarbans, manage the Cobra with really marvellous skill. All 
travellers who have had the opportunity of crossing India or of 
touching at a port on the coi^t or on that, of Ceylon have 
witnessed scenes similar to that described by Natalia Bondot 
(figs. 90 and 91) :— 

" Towards six o'clock in the evening a Hindu juggler comes 
on board. He is poorly clad, and wears a turban decorated with 
thi'ee feathers, and several necklaces of those amulet-sachets called 
gris-gris in Senegal. In a flat basket he carries a spectacled Cobra- 
di-Capeilo. 
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" This man inatals himself on deck ; we sit down on the seat 
provided for the officer of the watch, and the sailors form a circle. 
The basket is placed on the deck and uncovered ; the Cobra. 
IB coiled up at the bottom of it. The juggler squats a few paces 
ofif and commences to play a slow, plaintive, and monotonous air, 
with a kind of small clarinet (fig. 9*2), the sounds of which recall 
those of the Breton biuiau. 



Fia< SS^ — MoBiCL«j< IirsTHUxmirr used b^ Ii^otA]!! Skxke.chabhkks to Chxbu Coubas. 
(For this figure t am Indebted to tfas Idndnees of Dr. Pineau.) 



" By degrees the snake movee, extends itself, and then assumes 
an erect posture, but without quitting the basket. It begins to 
appear uneasy and endeavours to recognise its surroundings ; it 
becomes agitated and irritated, expands and spreads out its hood, 
breathes hard rather than hisses, and frequently and quickly shoots 
out its slender forked tongue ; several times it makes a violent dart 
as though to attack the jugglery it frequently trembles, or rather 
gives Buddeu starts. The juggler keeps his eyes always fastened 
Upon the snake, and gaises al it with a singular hxed stare. After 
some time, about ten or twelve minuter, the Cobra becomes less 
animated, grows quiet, and then sways as though influenced by 
the slow and monotonous rhythm of the musician ; it keeps inces- 
santly darting out its tongue. Little by little it is brought to 
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a sort of somnolent condition. Its eyes, which at first watched 
the jugofler as though in order to take him by surprise, are, to 
a certain extent, fixed and fascinated by the latter's gaze. The 
Hindu takes advantage of this moment of stupefaction on the 
part of the snake by approacbiug it slowly without ceasing to 
play, and touches the head of the Cobra, first with his nose and 
then with bis tongue. Although this tftltes but an inntant the 
reptile starts out of its fijeep, and the juggler has barely time to 
throw himsElf backwards so as not to be struck by the snake, 
which makes a furious dart at him. 

" We doubt whether the Cobra still has it fanfjs, and whether 
the Hindu incurs any real danger in approaching it, Accordingly 
we promise our man a Spanish piastre if be will make the snalte 
bite a couple of fowls. A black hen, which struggles violently, 
is taken aud offered to the Cobra, which half rises, looks at the 
bird, bites it, and lets ft go. The fowl is released and runs off 
terrified. Six minutes later, by the watch, it vomits, stretches out 
its legs, and dies. A second fowl is placed in front of the snake, 
whicli bites it twice, and the bird dies in eight minutes," ' 

Certain jugglers exhibit snakes from which they have taken 
care to extract the fangs : they offer the animal a piece of cloth 
or soft stuflf into wiiich it drives its poison-teeth, and the fabric is 
then quickly snatched aw^ay iu order by this means to break off 
the poison- fangs that have penetrated it. This operation is repeated 
at certain intervals with a view to preventing the reserve fangs 
from coming into use, and the reptiles caji then be handled 
without any danger. 

It is unquestionable, however, and I have personally satisfied 
myself of the fact, that many genuine snake-charmers go through 
their perfornmncos with Cobras whose poison-apparatus is absolutely 
intact. That they almost always avoid being bitten is due to a 
perfect knowledge of the habits and movements of these reptiles. 



' Brehm'a *' Thierleben " ; French wlition, " Les EeptUea," p. 480. 
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Nevertheless, accidents sometimes happen to them, and every year 
a few of them succumb in pursuit of their calling (see p. 370). 
Still, it may he asserted that some of them really know how to 
vaccinate themselves against venonij hy maicing young Cobras bite 
them from time to time. 

It is stated by E. C. Cotes,' formerly of the Calcutta Museum, 
that the Indian snake-charmers do not extract the poison-fangs 
from their snakes. Even though deprived of its fangs, the snake 
would still be dangerous on account of its other teeth, the- punc- 
tures of which would provide another channel for the penetration 
of the venom. 

Snake-charmers pretend that they owe their immunity to 
graduated inoculations. This is not yet conclusively proved ; what 
is better established is that they take the greatest care to avoid 
being bitten, and that in so doing they display the most remarkable 
skill 

Even in France we are acquainted with professional viper- 
catchers, who employ the method of graduated inoculations in 
order to render themselves immune to the bites of indigenous 
reptiles. One of these men, who lives near Arboia (Jura), takes 
good care to get himself bitten, at least once a year, by a young 
viper ; when he forgets this precaution and happens to be bitten, 
he always feels the effects much more severely. 

Eraser* (of Edinburgh) thinks that the repeated ingestion of 
small quantities of venom may suftice to coufer immunity, and he 
mentions a certain number of experiments performed by him upon 
white rats and kittens, from which it would appear that the in- 
gestion of venom, contiimed for a long time, finally renders these 
animals absolutely refractory to subcutaneous inoculation with 
doses of the same venom severtil times greater than the letiial one. 
He therefore concludes that this process of vaccination may prob- 
ably be in use among snake-charmers. 



^ 
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I have submitted this hypothesis to the test of experiment. 
I succeeded in making adult rabbits, guinea-pigSj and pigeons absorb 
enormous doses of Cobra-yenom by way of the alimentary canah 
In this manner I have administered doses as much as a thousand 
times greater than the lethal one, yet I have never been able to 
prove that the serum of these animals became antitoxic. 

On the other hand, I have succeeded in vaccinating very young 
guinea-pigs and young r&bhits which were still being suckled, by 
making thera absorb, every second day, minimal and certainly in- 
Docuous doses of very dilute venom. In the case of young animals, 
venom is not modified by the digestive juices, and a portion of it 
is absorbed by the mncous membrane of the intestine. When 
the dose ingested is suitably reduced they withstand it^ and when 
these ingestions are repeated every second or third day during the 
first weeks of life, the animals become perfectly vaccinated against 
doses certainly lethal for controls of the same age and weight. But 
it is always difficult to push the vaccination far enough for the 
serum to acquire antitoxic properties, and I have never been able 
to prove the appearance of the latter. 

I think, however, that it ought to be possible to arrive at this 
result by experimenting upon animals such as lambs, kids, calves, 
or foals, the intestine of which remains permeable to toxins for 
a sufficiently long period. 

It may he that certain snake-charmers, who claim to possess 
family secrets which they transmit from father to son, employ an 
analogous method in order, in their infancy, to confer immunity 
to venoms upon those of their male children who are to inherit 
their strange and lucrative profession. 

In Mexico, certain Indiana called Cumdos de Cuhhras know 
how to acquire the privilege of being able to be bitten by poisonous 
snakes without the least danger to life, by inoculating themselves 
several times with the teeth of rattle-snakes. 

Dr. Jacolot,* a naval surgeon, while staying at Tuxpan, made 
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t>ni]iiiri<^R fts to these Curados de Culehras^ and was able to satisfy 
hiiiiHolf that their iiuimmity is an actual fact. 

Thti pmcesB of vaccination employed by the natives of Tuxpan 
itt liM follows V — A prepaiatory treatment is necessary. On the very 
(lay on which a man is to inoculate himself or get himself inocu- 
hittnl, he takes from 5 to 15 tubers of a plant known by the name 
of Mano dt Sapo (i.e.. Toad's hand, Dorstenia contrayerva. Family 
Urticacem}. These tubers must — and this is absolutely necessary — 
be administered on a Friday, and always in an odd number, 5, 1, 
9,&c., np to 15, according to the tolerance of the subject. 

If the plant be gathered on the first Friday in March it 
possesses its marvellous properties in the highest degree ; in this 
case, even if it be dry, it is still excellent for the preparatory stage 
of the inoculation. 

The physiological effects of mmw de sapo are not very marked : 
the circulation is slightly diminished and a sensation of cold ie 
experienced, but there are no nervous troubles. The subject 
frequently has attacks of vomiting or nausea. The inclination to 
vomit must be fought against, for if the plant should happen to 
be rejected is would be dangerous to submit to the inoculation. 

The root of the mauo de sapo is usually taken fresh. There 
is another indispensable precaution : while undergoing this treat- 
ment it m necessary to abstain from all sexual intercourse for 
three days after the first inoculation, for two days after the second, 
and for one day after the third. 

For the inoculation a large snake's tooth, that is to say, one 
of the fangs, is employed, and the fangs of the most poisonous 
snakes, such as the rattle-snake {cuatro nances), are selected. The 
Bnake must be killed on a Friday, and the fangs extracted the 
same day. The same fang may serve for several years! 

The inoculation is commenced on the dorsal surface of the left 
foot ; care must be taken to avoid coming into contact with a 
vein. The skin is torn with the point of the fang, so that it bleeds 
a little, and the incision is in the shape of a square. 
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From the left foot the operator passes to the right wrist 
(anterior surface), then to the right foot (dorsal surface), and left 
wrist (anterior surface), always changing from one side of the 
body to the other. 

Operations are continued on the left thigh, then on the right 
arm, right thigh, and left arm ; in this way all the limbs are inocu- 
lated. On the body an inoculation is made in the centre of the 
sternum ; another is made in the nape, and a final one in the centre 
of the forehead. The finishing touch is given with the semblance 
of a square incision in the tongue. 

At least seven series of similar inoculations are necessary to 
protect a man from the spells o£ the serpent, and at the same 
time to confer upon him the faculty of curing by suction the 
bites of the venomous snakes that are most dreaded. 

During the whole of the period in which the Indian thus sub- 
mits to successive inoculations, his health shows no noteworthy 
derangement. He feels a slight headache and a strange inclination 
towards alcoholic drinks, But when the moon is at the full, then 
indeed, an excitement which is dangerous in another way takes 
possession of him. His cerebral faculties become over-excited, and 
he feels that his senses are deserting him ; his eyes become blood- 
shot, and he is pursued and tormented by an irresistible impulse 
to bite. Ho has itching sensations in his gums, his mouth bums, 
and salivation is greatly increased. He feels that he is going to 
give way to the necessity to bite, and then he flees to the woods, 
where he bites the trees viciously, tears their bark and discharges 
his venom. His poisonous saUva mingles with the sap, and, sur- 
prising phenomenon, the tree withers and dies ! 

Woe to the man or animal who happens to be bitten by a 
Cnrado de Culehra in a fit of passion. The victim will die as 
quickly as if he had been bitten by a snake ! 

Almost all the semi-savage people of Guiana, and of the valleys 
of the Orinoco and the AmazonSt as also the tribes of Central 
Africa and the races of India, possess witch-doctors, who pretend 
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to be in possession of means to preserve themselves from snake- 
bites, which are just as ridiculous and iti fallible as the procedure 
described above. 

The Eurchives of a criminal anthropology contain the story of 
a Lyonnese gold-fieeker, who had himself immunised against venom 
by an aboriginal native of Guiana :' — 

" The Indian took, from a bottle which contained several of 
them, a tooth of the Grage (La^hesis atrox)^ an extremely poisonous 
snake, and with it made upon my Instep three incisions about 
8 centimetres in breadth. He allowed the wounds to bleed for 
a minute. I then experienced a fainting sensation, and large drops 
of Bweat rolled from my forehead. The wounds were next rubbed 
with a blackish powder. I have since learnt that this powder was 
composed of the Hver and gall of the animal, dried in the sun and 
pounded up with the poison-glands. The blood immediately ceased 
to How. Tbe Indian chewed some leaves of a tree mixed with this 
powder, and, applying his lips to tbe sore, injected into it as much 
saliva as hv could, making an effort as though to inflate a balloon. 
This completed the operation. 

" Since then I have been bitten seven times by different species 
of very dangerous snakes, such as the Gragc, caral-snjike, ^tc, and 
have never even bad an attack of (ever. The Galibi, Boni, and 
Emerillon Indians, the Bosse negroes, and all the aboriginal natives 
of Guiana employ the same method of procedure. They even 
pretend that this kitid of vaccination is transmissible to their off- 
spring, and that tbe hereditary immunity is maintained through 
several generations." 

Bome years ago Mons. d' Abhadie communicated to the Academie 
des Sciences' a note from Colonel Serpa Pinto relating to another 
method of vaccination employed by thti natives of Mozambitjue^ 
which the Colonel himself consented to undergo. 



' Revug icientijiqm, 189"2, p, 2o4. 

' ComptfM rettdtiM th V Ai'tnUtuir de» Strivnt'es» February 24, 1W9B. 
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**I was vaccinated," writes Colonel Serpa Pinto, "at Inbam- 
bane (on the East Coast of Africa) > among the Vatuas, These 
people extract the poison of a snake which is known in Portuguese 
&B the Akati/a («',«., carpet), and is so called on account of the 
variegated colour of its skin, which resembles a carpet, I am not 
acquainted with the means employed in order to obtain the poison, 
which is mixed with vegetable aubatauces, and forms with the 
latter a dark brown viscid paste, 

" Two parallel incisions, 5 millimetres in length, are made in 
the skin, and into these is introduced the paste containing the 
poiaon. These incisiona are made on the arms, near the junction 
of the radius and ulna with the carpal bones, on the back of the 
hand, on the back, on the shoulder-blades, and on the feet, near 
the great toes. After the operation the natives exact an oath that 
the vaccinated one will never kill a poiaonoua snake, because they 
say that henceforth the snake is his intimate friend, and they throw 
upon hira an Alcatifa snake, which does not bite hira. 

'* After undergoing this operation my whole body was swollen 
up for a week, and I underwent every possible kind of suffering, 

" I have never been bitten by any snake, atid cannot vouch for 
the infallibility of this remedy. The Vatuas do so, however, and 
they never kill a snake- 

" A short time after having been vaccinated, I was stung, when 
in the Seychelle Islands, by a scorpion, which did me no harm. 
Ten years later, at the time of my journey across Africa, I was 
stung by another scorpion which hurt me dreadfully, and for a 
week I thought that I was going to die or lose my arm," 

Mystification and superstitious ideas play, as we see, a very 
great part in this preventive treatment, which is undergone by the 
natives of certain countries and snake-catchers or charmere. But 
it is not very surprising that, thanks to successive and repeated 
inoculations, a man can succeed in acquiring sufficient immunity 
to preserve himself from snake-bites. 

In ancient times it was even pretended that it was possible for 
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this immunity to be transmitted in certain cases by heredity, .and 

thus we can understand how the profession of snake-charmer was 

hereditary in certain native families in India or Egypt. 

With reference to this subject, Professor Landouzy, in his fine 

work on serum therapeutics, quotes a passage from " The Pharsalia " 

of Lucan describing, in the year 60 a.d., the customs of the Psylli, 

a people encountered by the army of Cato during its sojourn in 

Africa. This passage is so interesting that I cannot refrain from 

reproducing it : — 

" Alone unharmed of all who till the earth 
By deadly serpents, dwells the Psyllian race. 
Potent as herbs their song ; safe is their blood, 
Nor gives admission to the poison germ 
E'en when the chant has ceased. Their home itself 
Placed in such venomous tract and serpent-thronged 
Gained them this vantage, and a truce with death, 
Else could they not have lived. Such is their trust 
In purity of blood, that newly born 
Each babe they prove by test of deadly asp 
For foreign lineage. So the bird of Jove 
Turns his new fledglings to the rising sun. 
And such as gaze upon the beams of day 
With eyes unwavering, for the use of heaven 
He rears ; but such as blink at Phoebus' rays 
Casts from the nest. Thus of unmixed descent 
The babe who, dreading not the serpent touch. 
Plays in his cradle with the deadly snake.'" 

The only scientific conclusion to be drawn from the facts and 
statements that we have just set before the reader is that, under 
certain circumstances, man can unquestionably acquire the faculty 
of resisting intoxication by snake-venom, by conferring upon him- 
self a veritable active immunity by means of repeated inoculations 
of venom. We shall shortly see that the case is the same with 
regard to animals. 



■ " The Pharsalia of Lucan, translated into blank verse by Edward Ridley, 
Q.C., sometune Fellow of All Souls' College, Oxford." (London : Longmans, 
Green and Co., 1896). Book ix., p. 296, lines 1,046 to 1,065. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

VACCINATION AGAINST SNAKE-VENOM — PREPAEA- 
TION OF ANTIVENOMOUS SERUM— ITS PREVEN- 
TIVE PROPERTIES AS REGARDS INTOXICATION 
BY VENOM, 




So long ago as the year 1887 it was shown by Sewall, iu an 
important paper on '* Rattlesnake-Venom,"* that it is possible to 
render pigeons gradually inorG resistant to the action of this venoiu 
by injecting them with doses at first very small, and certainly 
incapable of producing serious effects, and then with stronger and 
stronger doses. In this way, although these little animals are very 
sensitive, he succeeded iu making them withstand doses ten times 
greater ihan the minimal lethal dose. 

A little later Kaufmann' obtained the same result with the 
venom of French vipers. He did not^ however, succeed in pro- 
ducing tolerance of doses more than two or three times greater 
than the lethal one. 

In 1892, at the time of my first experiments with cobra-venom 
at Saigon,' I arrived at the conclusion that it was possible, by 

' Journal of Fhifuiotogt/, vol. viii., 1687, p. 208. 
* " Lee Vip^res de France," p. 186 U889). 
' Annttlet de Vlnitiitut FatUm; ItfSS, p. IbL 
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means of suocessive inoculations with heated venoms, to confer on 
animale a certain degree of reBtstance to doses invariably lethal to 
the controla. 

From 1894 onwards, the investigations pursued simultaneously 
at the Paris Natural History Museum, by Phisalix and Bertrand, 
upon viper- venom, and at the Paris Paste ar Institute by myself, 
upon that of the cobra, and subsequently upon other venoms of 
various origins, led to much more definite results. These investi- 
gations show, on the one hand, that by vaccinating guinea-pigs 
or rabbits, and taking certain precautions, it is possible to confer 
upon these small animals a really strong immunity to venom ; on 
the other hand, that animals vaccinated against cobra- venom are 
perfectly immune to doses of viper-venom or that of other snakea 
{Bungarus, Cerastes, Noja haje, Psfudfchis) certainly lethal to the 
controls ; and lastly, tbut the serum of the eaccinated animals 
contains anfitoxic substances capable of iratismiUin^ the immunity 
to other anhnah.* 

According to Phisalix and Bertrand, who, as we have stated, 
experimented only with viper- veuonij the best method ol vac- 
cinating the guinea-pig consists in inoculating a dose of 0"4 milli- 
gramme of this venom heated for five minutes at 15'^ C., and, 
forty eight hours afterwards, the same dose of non-heated veuom. 
The latter is always lethal to the control guinea-pigs in from six 
to eight hours. 

Vaccination again&t cobra- venom, which is much more toxic, 
is most surely elTected by the method recommended l)y uit, which 
consists in at firiit injecting small doses of this veuoui nnxed with 
au equal quantity of a 1 per cent, solution of hypochlorite of 
lime. By degrees the quantity of venom is increased and that of 
the hypochlorite progressively diminished, and the injections are 



> Compter rmdut de tAcad/mir dea Sciencft, t. 118, Februiwy, 18fl4, p. afiflt 
Miireli, lt94, |). 7£0 ; Vvmifttn rcmlna de ht Sin-iftf dr JBitdofju', Vehtuixty, 1894, 
pp, 111, 120 ; Architri dr Vhtjisiuh>'jit\ Jul>', 1894 ; Anmtlt* dc VlntHiiit I'nsteur, 
Maj . ItiiH, |>. 275, ApriJ, lHft5, |i. 22^^ 
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repeated every three or four days, while attentively following the 
variations in the weight of the animals. The inoculations are 
suspended as soon as emaciation supervenes, and resumed when the 
weight becomes normal again. After four injections of chloddated 
venom the chloride is omitted, and a direct inoculation made with 
one-half the minimal lethal dose of pure venom ; then, three or 
four days afterwards, the injection is increased to three-fourths of 
the minimal lethal dose ; and finally, after the lapse of another 
three or four days, a lethal dose is injected. 

If the animals prove resistant, the vaccination can thenceforth 
be pushed on rapidly, and the quantity of venom injected each time 
can be increased, testing the susceptibility of the organism by the 
variations in weight. 

As a rule, three months are necessary for the vaccination of 
a rabbit against twenty lethal doses. In six months we can 
succeed in making it very easily withstand 100 lethal doses. 

The serum of rabbits thus treated soon, i.e., after they have 
received from five to six lethal doses, exhibits antitoxic properties 
in vitro ; these, however, are not very pronounced until after 
prolonged treatment. They gradually become just as intense as 
those observed in the case of animals vaccinated against diphtheria 
or tetanus. 

In 1895 Fraser confirmed these results/ and on May 15 in that 
year exhibited before the Medico-Chirurgical Society of Edinburgh 
a rabbit vaccinated against a dose of cobra-venom fifty times lethal. 

At once considering the possibility of obtaining serums highly 
antitoxic against snake-vencms, and of practical utility in the thera- 
peutics of snake-bites, I prepared to vaccinate a certain number of 
large animals, horses and donkeys, in order to procure great quan- 
tities of active serum. I at first expeiienced some difficulties in 
providing myself with a sufficient store of venom. But thanks on 
the one hand to the obliging collaboration of some of m^ old pupils 

' British Medical Jovrnalt June 15, 1805, 





Fio- 94.— AsKPticAw^T Bi^SKPiKQ A HoiissK Vaccihatj£p aoaisst Vkkok ih order 

TO OBTAIN AlTTIVEKOllOUS 8KB>t;it JTF TH£ PASTICCB [MKTITUTK AT LtLLK. 

When & horee is well vaccinated and tolerates without a reaction 
2 grammes of dry cobra- veuoni in a single subcutaneoue injection, 
it may be bled on three consecutive occasions in the apace of ten 
md in this wav '20 litres of blood luav be drawn from 
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The bleeding is arranged in the following manner : Twdve days 
after the last iisjection of venom the horse is bled for the first time 
to the extent of 8 litres ; five days later it is bled for the second 
time to the extent of 6 litres ; five days later still the third bleeding 
takes place, when 6 litres are again withdrawn. 

The animal is then allowed to rest for three niontlis and snp- 
plied with strengthening food, and during this period 2 grammes 
of venom are again injected on two occasions at the end ^>f r a 
month, followed, a month and a half later, by the injection of 
2 more grammes. The antitoxic power of the serum is thps 
maintained approximately at the same standard. 

The serum drawn off at each bleeding must be severely tested, 
which is done by gauging its antitoxic power in vitro, when 
mixed with venom, and also its preventive effect. 

An an ti venomous serani may he considered to be utilisable 
when a mixture of 1 c.c, of serum with 001 gramme of cobra- 
venom produces no intoxicating effect in the rabbit, and when 
a preventive subcutaneous injection of '2 c.c. of serum into a rabbit 
of ab:jut 2 kilogrammes enables it to resist, two hours later, sub- 
cutaneous inoculation with 1 tntUigramme of venom. 

The preventive power may be very quickly tested by injecting 
a rabbit, in, the inarginal vein of the right ear for example, with 
2 c.c, of serum, an4 injecting. Jive mimdes afterwards, in the 
marginal vein< of the left ear, 8 milligramme of venom. This 
dose of 1 milligramme generally kills the control rabbits in less 
than thirty minutes when introduced into the veins, and in from 
two to three hours when injected beneath the skin. 

This rapid proof by intravenous injection is extremely striking 
and demonstrative ; it can be effected in public during a class or 
lecture in less than an hour, and enables an immediate estimate 
to be formed of the value of an an ti venomous serum. When it 
is intended to adopt this method » it is essential to make use of 
a recent solution of venom, for solutions from a week to a fort- 
night old, although sterile, have already lost a large portion of 
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calculated to kill the control anhnd:? in thirty mtnutea, for 
example, takes an hour or more to do so, 

I always prepare my test solutioas of venom in the following 
manner : — 

Ten milligramfnes of dry eobt'a- venom are weighed in a delicate 
balance. The venom is dissolved in 10 c-c. of 0*S par cent, phyaio- 
logicftl salt solution, which takes a few minutes. When the venom 
is thoroughly dissolved it is transferred to a. test-tube, which is 
immersed for three-quarters of an hour in a water-bath heated to 
+ 72' C. In this way the non-toKic albutnins are eoa^rulated 
without raodifyinf]; the neurotoxic substance. The solution is 
poured on to a filter of sterilised paper, and the clear liquid 
which is collected is irniue*3 lately put up in glass phials, which 
are hermetically sealed, or in small sterilised bottles. Ita toxicity 
13 tested upon control aaimals, and it may be kept for five or 
six days if protected from light, or for several weeks in a refrigerator 
at about 0" C . 

One-tenth of this solution corresponds ezactly to 1 milligramme 
of drif venom. 

As for the antivenomous serum, as soon as its antitoxic value 
has been ascertained by the methods that I have just deBcribed, and 
it has been separated from clots and red corpuscles by suitable 
decati tattoo, it is portioned out, with the usual aseptic pre- 
cautions, into Binall sterilised bottles of 10 c.c. capacity, without 
the addition of any antiseptic. 

In order to ensure that it will keep for a long time, care is 
then taken to heat the hermetically sealed bottles in a water-bath 
at a temperature of bS'* C. for one hour, and this operation is 
repeated for three days in succession. 

Serum prepared in this way preserves its antitoxic power 
unimpaired for about two years, in all climates. I have had 
occasion at various times to receive bottles which had been sent 
eighteen months and two years previously to India and indo-Cliina, 
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and I was able to show that their standard had not perceptibly 
deteriorated. It was only the appearance of the contained liquid 
that was slightly changed; it was discoloured, and when shaken 
small white flakes were seen floating through it. These flakes 
are not a sign of deterioration ; they are composed of deposits 
of precipitated albumin. They can be partly dissolved again by 
violent shaking, or they may be separated before use by filtration 
through sterilised paper. 

In a dry state, antivenomous serum may be kept for an almost 
indefinite period, in hermetically sealed glass tubes. In this con- 
dition it is usually divided into doses of 1 gramme, and when it 
is desired to make use of it, it is sufficient to dissolve a dose in 
10 c.c. of water which has been boiled and allowed to cool, which 
takes two or three minutes. This solution is then injected beneath 
the skin, as though it were liquid serum. 

The Pasteur Institute at Lille prepares in this way large 
quantities of antivenomous serum, which are sent all over the 
world to those countries in which poisonous snakes are most 
dangerous. 

Recently, special laboratories for the production of this prepara- 
tion have been instituted at Bombay and at Kasauli, in the Punjab, 
by Drs. G. Lamb and Semple ; at Philadelphia, by Professor 
McFarland ; at Suo-Paulo, in Brazil, by Dr. Vital Brazil ; and 
at Sydney, by Dr. Tidswell. 

Specificity and Polyvalence of Antivenomous Serums. — By means 
of a large number of experiments I have proved that snake- venoms, 
whatever their origin, contain two principal substances : neuro- 
toxin, which exerts its effects upon the elements of the nervous 
system, and hcemorrhagin (Flexner and Noguchi), or proteolytic 
diastase, the effects of which remain exclusively local when the 
venom is introduced subcutaneously into the cellular tissue, but 
which produces coagulation of the blood when the venom is 
inected directly into the blood stream. 
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The venom of COLUBBID^ in general is characterised by the 
constant predominence of neurotoxin, to which it owes its extreme 
toxicity, which is especially iatense iti the case of cobra-venom. 
It contains no, or scarcely any, lixmnrrhagm ; for this reason the 
local Byraptoms of poisoning by CoLUBBlNE venom are almost nil. 
This neurotoxin, as we have seen, shows itself very highly resistant 
to heat. 

The venom of VlPEBlD^, on the contrary, especially that of 
Lachesu, is characterised by the almost total absence of neuro- 
toxin, while its richness in hmmorrhagln is considerable. Con- 
sequently, heating for a few minutes at + 75** C. renders it almost 
entirely inactive, since hmmorrhagin is very sensitive to heat. 

Given venom of some kind or other, the origin of which la 
unknown, it is therefore possible to ascertain whether the snake 
from which it was extracted belonged to the Colubiud.-e or 
VirEtuD^, by determining its richness in neurotoxin resistant to 
heating at -h 85' C. 

Certain ViPEiiiiSfE venoms, such as those of the European Vipera 
bertts and Vtpera axpis, the African Cerafites and American Crotafas 
contain at the same time a small proportion — varying greatly in 
amount according to the species — of neurotoxin, and a mnch larger 
proportion of hir.inorrhagin. It is for this reason that these venoms, 
althongh greatly attenuated and deprived of their local action by 
heating, still remain toxic when injected in large doses into animals 
after having been heated to + 75° C.^ 

On the other hand, some CoLuaKiNE venoms, such as those of 
Butigarus ceeruleas, which are very rich in neurotoxin, contain a 
quantity of haemorrhagin sufficient to differentiate their effects in 
appearance from those produced by cobra- venom, when they are 
injected, not beneath the skin, but directly into the veins. In this 
case their effects upon the blood are added to those of their 
neurotoxin. 

it would seem, too, that the veaoms of Australian Coi^ubrid^ 
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{Hop!ocej)halHSi Pseudechis) form a apacial group, whicb. is richer in 
hmnwrrhagin than are those of the Colukrid.^e of the Old World,^ 

On studying, in the case of these various venoms, the action m 
fiitro and in vivo of a purely aniinturotoxic antivenomous serum, 
Buch as, for example, that of an animal vaccinated against cobra- 
venom heated to + 7.1"* C, it is found that this serum has a very 
decided effect upon cobra-venom, and likewise upon that of snakes, 
belonging to allied species {Naja bunganis^ Naja kaje), and that its 
action upon the other venoms is less in proportion as they coataia 
less neurotoxin, It prevents hoeru^lyais in vltrOt and attppreises the 
effects of intoxication on the necvous system, but does not modify 
in any way the phenomena of coagulation or of proteolysis. 

If this serum be made to act in vitro on thase VlPERtifE 
venoms that, when heateJ to + 75'^ C. and deprived of their 
hoBmorthagin, retnain neurotoxic, like the venom of the common 
viper, it is found that it renders them entirely inoocu^us. There- 
fore, in the case of all species of poisonous snakes, and perhaps 
also in that of other poisonous animals (such as scorpions), it 
appears that the ti^urotoclc substance is o'le and the saffte, and 
always neutralisable by an antimttrotoxic serum like that of 
animals vaccinated against cobra-venom. 

Neurotoxin being the essentially active substance in venoms, and 
that to which the dangerous properties of poisonous snakes, as 
regards man and domestic animals, are especially due, it is the 
effects of this that it is most necessary to prevent. Consequently, 



* Cf. papers by Georffft L&mb» SeienH/ii- Mt?moifs hy Oj^cen of ike Medical 
and Srinitnry Deparimentti of th^ Governmj!ni of Ivditi, New ScrieB, Nob. 1, S, 
4, 5, 7, 10, 10 ; L. Ropers, Proccfdinfjg of thr Moynt Sncirltf of Londnn, vol. 
btxii., And Laneef, Fihmnry 6, 1904: C, J. Martin, Intercolotiiftl Meiiicat 
Journal of Attairahtiui, August 20, 1897, April 20, 1898; Dr. Hunter, LancKt, 
January 2, 1904 ; Dr. Tidswell, An»trahi)fiitn Mniical Gairtte, April 21, IflCi ; 
A, Caltnette, Commit ff rendu* df VAauUmif den Si-tences^ May 2, 1904 ; Dr. 
Vitjil Brazil, " Contribution & Tdtude de t'intoxicfttion ophidieune " (sepRratelj' 
publiahed pamphlet), Paris, 1006 ; G. BUI, Iniercolonia} A(cdi€<d Journal of 
Amlraltitia, .iuiy 20, 1002, 
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the first quality that an anti venomous serum ought to exhibit, 
in order to be capable of being used in the therapeutics of 
poisoning, is the possession of an antlneurotoxic power as high 
as possible. This antiueurotoxic power is easily obtained by 
emplojnng eobra-veiiom for the fundamental immunisation of the 
horses destined for the production of the serum. 

Aniineurotujtic serura thus prepared shows itself perfectly 
capable of preventing all effects of intoxication from cobra-bites, 
which are ranch the most frequent in India. In the same way 
it shows itself quite sufficiently efficacious with regard to Colu- 
BBINE and VlPEiUNE venoms, the neurotoxic activity of which may 
cause death. But it does not possess any preventive action upon 
the local effects of hamorrhagint to which the noxiousness of 
certain ViPEBlNE venoms — such as those of Lachesis — are almost 
exclusively due. 

In countries in which Viperid.e are very common, we must 
therefore not confine ourselves to vaccinating the animals that 
produce serum solely against the neurotojrin of cobra-venora, for 
instance ; we must prepare these aniniab, after having immunised 
them to cobra- venom, by injecting them with progressively increas- 
ing doses of the various venoms derived from the snakes that are 
most frequently met with in the district. 

Nothing, moreover, is easier than to train animals vaccinated 
against cobra-venom to tolerate strong doses of the venoms of 
Lackesis, Vipeya >iissellii, Crotalus, Hoplocephalus^ or Pseudechis, 
In a few months we succeed in obtaining senmns very active 
against these different venoms. 

Utilising the horse as producer of antitoxin, I have prepared by 
this method polyvalent serums capable of preventing the local 
action of Vipekine venoms, and of suppressing in vitro their 
coagulant and proteolytic effects upon the blood. 

Unfortunately, great as has been the kindness of the many 
persons who have most obligingly given me their assistance in tho 
course of the fifteen years during which I have studied this queg- 
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tion, I have found it impossible to procure sufficient quantities of 
venoms of various origins to furnish each country with the poly- 
valent serums corresponding to its particular needs. I have there- 
fore been obliged to confine myself to preparing for the most part 
antineurotoxina, which I have been able to do, thanks to the 
abundant provision of Cobra- and Bungarua-venom^, for which I am 
indebted to the liberality of the Government of the French Settle- 
ments in India, and to that of my pupils and friends who are at the 
present time in charge of the Colonial Laboratories of Indo-China. 
Moreover, the recent foundation of the Serura-Therapic Institutes 
of Bombay and Kasauli, Sydney, Suo-Paulo, and Philadelphia, 
to-day renders it very easy for each country to provide itself with 
antivenomous serum, either specific or polyvalent. Other institutes 
will doubtless be established for the purpose of extending the bene- 
fits of a method, the efficacy of which is sufficiently evident for 
its adoption to be incumbent upon all those who are concerned 
with safeguarding human existence. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

NEVTBAUSATION OF VENOM BY ANTITOXIN. 

It is difficult, in the present state of our knowledge on the 
subject of toxins and antitoxins, to determine the precise nature 
of the reactions that are produced in the living organism as the 
result of serum injected for the purpose of preventing the toxic 
action of venom. 

I maintained, some years ago,^ that the phenomenon in this 
case was a purely physiological one, which I considered to be 
proved by the fact that, if we mix in vitro, in determinate propor- 
tions, venom and antivenomous serum, and if we heat this mixture 
at 68^ C. for half an hour, the injection of the heated mixture kills 
animals as if they were inoculated with venom alone, although 
with a considerable retardation. I concluded from this that, in all 
probability, antitoxic serum does not modify the toxin with which 
it is mixed, but that it confines itself to displaying a parallel and 
opposite action by preventing the noxious effects. I therefore 
supposed that no chemical combination is produced between these 
two substances, or, at least, that the combination effected is very 
unstable. 

My experiments were subsequently repeated by Martin and 
Cherry,' who showed that the results as stated above were perfectly 
correct when the mixture of venom and antitoxin was heated less 
than ten minutes after it had been made, but that, if the heating 



' Annales de Vlnstitut Ptuteur, 1895, No. 4. 

' " The Nature of the Antagoniem between Toxins and Antitoxins," Proceed- 
ings of the Royal Society of London^ vpl. Ixiii., 1898, p. 420. 
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did not take place until twenty or thirty minutes later, the toxicity 
of the venom no longer reappeared. 

On the other hand, the admirable researches of Kyes and Sachs, 
and subsequently those of Morgenroth, pursued under the direction 
of EhrHch at the Laboratory of Experimental Therapy &t Frank- 
fort, have proved the readiness of venom to enter into chemieal 
combination with certain elements of normal serums, in particular 
with lecithin y a. combination which results in the formation of 
hicmolysing and non-toxic lecithides, the neurotoxin being left free. 

It therefore seemed impossible to deny the existence of a 
chemical reaction between the venom and the serum, which was 
until quite recently considered aa proved. We shall see presently 
that this is not the case. But let us Erst endeavour to determine 
the laws that govern the neutralisation of variable quantities of 
venom by antivenomous sernm. 

If, in a series of test-tubes, we bring the same quantity of cobra- 
venom {e,ff., 0"00005 gramme, a dose which is invariably lethal to the 
mouse in two hours) into contact with progressively iucreaaing 
quantities of an antivenomous serum {e.g., 001 c.c, 00^ c.c, &c., up 
to 01 C.C.), and, after thirty minutes of contact, iuject these dififerent 
miKtm'es subcntaneously into a series of mice, we find that all 
those that have received the mixtures containing less than 0"05 c.c. 
of serum succumb after variable intervals, while all the rest survive. 
It ia evident that, under these conditions, the serum experi- 
mented upon has shown itself capable of neutralising in vitro^ in 
a dose of 0'05 c-c, 5 cetiti milligrammes of vt;nom. 

The same serum sbould therefore ueutralibe 1 milligramme of 
venom in a dose of 1 c.c, that is to say, that this mixture injected 
into a mouse ought to be entirely innocuous. Experiments show, 
however, that in reality it is necessary to mix 1*2 c.c. of serum with 
1 miiligramme of venom in order that the inoculated mouse may 
not succumb. 

This proves that, in the initial mixture of O'CO0O5 giamme of 
venom -j- 05 c.c. of serum, there remaiued an exceedingly small 
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quantity of non-neutralised venom, and that this quantity of venom 
in a free state was insufficient to cause the death of the animal, or 
even any apparent malaise. When multiplied by twenty, however, 
it becomes capable of producing toxic effects; it is for this reason 
that, when it is desired to inoculate a mouse with twenty times the 
lethal dose of O'OOOOS gramme Jieutralised, it is necessary to mix 
with this twenty times lethal dose a dose of serum a little larger 
than twenty times that whiclj renders 000005 gramme of venom 
innocuous to the mouse, that is to say, 1*2 c.c. 

If, instead of making use of the mouse as test animal, we employ 
the rabbit, it is found that the same serum, in a dose of 075 c.c, 
neutralises 0001 gramme of venom sufficiently for the mixture to be 
innocuous when inoculated. It is clear that, in this mixture, the 
whole of the venom was not neutralised by the serum, but the 
small quantity left free is incapable of producing harmful effects. 

By this method of employing mixtures of the same dose of 
venom with variable quantities of antivenomous serum, we are 
therefore enabled to determine with the greatest exactness the 
antitoxic power in vitro of each specimen of serum. But it must 
not be forgotten that the result obtained applies only to the species 
of animal into which the mixtures were injected. 

I have already stated (Chapter VIII.) that a fairly cloee paral- 
lelism exists between the neurotoxic action of venoms and their 
hemolytic action, and I have established that, in order that the 
sensitive red blood-corpuscles may be dissolved under the influence 
of venom, it is indispensable that the reaction take place in the 
presence of normal serum, since venoms have no effect upon red 
corpuscles freed from serum by several successive washings and 
centrifugings. 

Preston Kyes has explained this phenomenon very well by 
showing that the venom combines with the lecithins in the serum, 
or with those contained in the stroma of the corpuscle, so as to 
constitute a bsemolysing lecithide. 

The knowledge of this fact enables us to determine, by means 
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of a very neat snd simple method, and with a sufficient degree of 
accuracy for practical purposes, the autitosic power of an anti- 
venomous serum by measuring its afitihcBmolytic power.^ 

To this end it is sufficient to cause variable doses of serum to 
act on a given quantity of defibrinated horse- or rat-blood, to which 
a constant dose o! venom is then added, We employ, for example, 
a 5 per cent, dilution of defibrinated horse-blood, which is portioned 
out in doses of 1 c.c. into a series of teat-tubee. To each of these 
tubes in succession is added a progressively increasing quantity of 
the serum for titration, starting with O'Ol c.c, and continuing with 
Q'0'1 c.c.,003 c.c.,&c., up to O'l c.c. A control tube receives no serum. 
There are then introduced into all the tubes 1 decimilligramrae of 
veuom and 0"'2 c.c. of noruiai borse-serum. deprived of alexin by 
previous heating for half an hour at 58 C. At a temperature of 
about 1(5' C. hfentolysia commences to manifest itself in the control 
tube in from fifteen to twenty minutes. It takes place in the other 
tubes with a retardation which varies with the dose of serum 
added. Tubes are to be noticed in which it does not occur even 
after the lapse of a couple of hours. 

Experience shows that we may consider as good for therapeutic 
use serums which, in a dose of 0'05 c.c, completely prevent haemo- 
lysis by 1 decimilligramme of Colubrine venom, such as that of 
Cobra, Krait, (&c., and those that in a dose of 07 c.c, prevent 
heemolysis by 1 milligramme of the venom of Lachesu or Vipera 
berus. 

By a method calculated upon the foregoing, it is likewise 
possible to meaBure the antiha:morrhagic activity of an anti- 
venomous serum, for the parallelism existing between the anti- 
ntmroiozic and antih&mohjlic actions of serums occurs again, as 
1 have been able to estabHsb in conjunction with Noc, between 
the antihaniorrhagic and antijwoteolytic action of the same serums. 



' Ciilnictic, Comjitt» reniluK ile VAraiihnir ilrit Si-icvvnt, 1902, No. 24; Prei^ton 
Kjei!!, BrrliHi r kltuiitvhr Wttihtntirhrtfly U'K>4, Noi 19. 
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Now, the antiproteolytic action is easily determined by means 
of a series of test-tubes containing the same quantity of 20 per 
cent, gelatinised botiillon, rendered imputrescible by the addition 
of a araall quantity of thymol. The gelatine being kept liquid in 
the incubating stove, a progressively increasing quantity of serum 
is poured into each tube. The same dose of venom, say 1 milli- 
gramme, is then added in each case. The tubes are placed in the 
Btove for six hours at 30" C. They are then withdrawn and 
immersed in a bath of cold water. Those in which the gelatine 
solidifies are noted, and thus we establish the dose of antivenomoua 
serum that inhibits the proteolysis of this substance. 

These different methods of control enable us to verify the 
activity of antivenomous serums with great exactness, without 
the necessity of having recourse to experiments upon animals. 



In a very important memoir on the reconstitution of the toxins 
from a mixture of toxin + aniitoxin, J. Morgenroth ^ has shown 
that the venom, after being naturalised by the antivenomous 
serum, can be dissociated from its combination by means of a 
method wiiich consists in adding to the latter a small quantity 
of hydrochloric acid. 

Previous experiments by Kyes had established : — 

(1) That antivenomous serum, the antitoxic action of which is 
so manifest when it is mixed in- vitro with cobra-venom, reujains 
entirely inert when brought into coutact with the combination 
lecithin + venom, that is to say, with cobra-lecithide, 

(2) That the addition of lecithin to a neutral combination of 
venom -|- antivenomous serum does not set the venom free again, 
and that under these conditions no leeithids is formed. 

If, in a neutral mixture of cobra-hmmolysiti and antitoxin we 
could succeed in dissociating the two constituent elements, and 
in then making the cobra-hamolysiu combine with the kcithin. 
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we should have a toxin and antitoxin side by side ; for the 
reasons indicated above, this toxin {kcitkide) and antitoxin (anti- 
venomous serum) would be no longer capable of combining ; but 
the toxin (lecithide), thanks to its hsemolytic properties, could easily 
be demonstrated. 

It is precisely this desideratum that J. Morgenroth has suc- 
ceeded in realising, by means of hydrochloric acid, which renders 
it possible to dissociate the neutral mixture, toxin + antitoxin, 
into its constituent elements^ and then to obtain a lecithide. 

Experiments show that the quantity of lecithide thus restored 
absolutely corresponds to that of the cobra-hflDraolysin originally 
added to the antitoxin, and that the antitoxin set free is not 
injured by the hydrochioric acid^ even after twenty-four hours of 
contact. It is sufficient to add the quantity of soda or of ammonia 
necessary for the neutralisation of the acid, in order to see the 
antitoxin reappear in its original strength. 

It is therefore possible, by causing hydrochloric acid (in a 
solution not stronger than 3 per cent.) to act on a neutral mixture 
of cobra-hoemolysin (toxin) and antitoxin, to set the former at 
liberty in the form of lecithidn, to withdraw the latter from the 
action of the antitoxin, and to demonstrate its presence, owing to 
its hfpraolytie properties. 

It has been found by Kyes and Sachs that, under the influence 
of hydrochloric acid, cobro-hfcmolysin becomes resistant to heat to 
such an extent that it is not destroyed even by prolonged heating 
at 100' C. 

If to a neutral mixture of toxin + antitoxin we add a small 
quantity of hydrochloric acid, and then heat the mixture at 100" C, 
the antitoxin being in this case destroyed, we siiall recover the 
whole of the toxin originally employed. 

Therefore, as was shown by me bo long ago as 1894, if the 
mixture of toxin + antitoxin produces a chemical combination 
between the two substances, this combination is unstable, and can 
be effectively broken up into these two constituent elements by 
various influences. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

TREATMENT OF POISONOUS SNAKE-BITES IN MAN 

AND ANIMALS. 

OBJECTS OF THE TREATMENT : TECHNIQUE OF 

ANTIVENOMOUS SEBUM-THEBAPY. 

In all countries the remedies recommended for the bites of 
poisonous snakes are innumerable, and native pharmacopoeias 
abound in so-called infallible recipes. 

Pliny himself wrote on this subject as follows : — 
" For poisonous bites, it is customary to employ a liniment made 
of fresh sheep-droppings, cooked in wine. Rats cut in two are 
also applied ; these animals possess important properties, especially 
at the epoch of the ascension of the stars, seeing that the number 
of a rat's fibres wax and wane with the moon. 

" Of all birds, those that a£ford most assistance against snakes 
are vultures. The black ones are the weaker. The odour of their 
feathers when burnt puts snakes to flight. Provided with a 
vulture's heart one need not fear encounters with snakes, and can 
also defy the wrath of wild beasts, robbers, and princes. 

" Cock's flesh, applied while still warm, neutralises the venom 
of snakes. The brains of the bird, swallowed in wine, produce the 
same effect. The Parthians, for this purpose, make use of chicken's 
brains. The fresh flesh of the pigeon and the swallow, and owls' 
feet burned, are good against snake-bites. 

" If one has been bitten by a snake or by any venomous animal, 
another method of cure is to take salt fish and wine from time 
to time, so as to vomit in the evening. This remedy is chiefly 
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efficacious against the bite of the Chalets, Cerastes, Seps, Elaps and 
Dipsas." 

In Equatorial America, and especially in India, a ranltitude 

of plants are credited with marvellous properties, which they 
possess only in the imagination of the snake-charmers or medicine- 
men by whom they are employed. None of them stand the test of 
experiment, any more than the more or less compound drugs, 
numbers of specimens of which from all sources have passed 
through my bands. 

It cannotj however, be denied that certain chemical substances, 
of well-defined composition, are very useful, not as physiological 
antidotes to venoms, but as agents for their modification or destruc- 
tion in the poisoned wounds, when they have not yet been absorbed. 
In this way permanganate of potash, chromic acid^ chloride of 
gold, and the alkaline hypochlorites, especially hypochlorite of 
lime, may be extremely useful under many circumstances. 

Permanganate of potash was recommended in 1881 by Professor 
de Lacerda,^ of Rio de Janeiro, as the result of experiments made 
by bim with venoms of Brazilian snakes. When a few cubic 
centimetres of a 1 per cent, solution of permanganate of potasli are 
quickly injected into the actual wound caused by the bite and 
around the point of inoculation, there can be no doubt that the 
venom not yet absorbed is destroyed. When mixed in vitro with 
venom, permanganate renders the latter innocuous. 

Here, however, it is a case of actual destruction by direct 
contact. If we inject a lethal dose of venom into the right thigh 
of an animal, for example, and several cubic centimetres of per- 
manganate solution into diflferent parts of the body, or beneath the 
skin of the left thigh, neitlier the general intoxication nor the local 
effects of the venom are modi Bed. 

The same may be said with regard to chrutnic acid (1 per cent. 
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No other effect is produced by a 1 per cent, solution of chloride 
of gold, or the alkaline hypochlorlfeSf which I have shown to 
possess a strong oxidising action on the different venoms, even on 
those that are most rapidly diffnsible^ such as cobra-venom (ace 
Chapter V.). They possess, however, owing to their sHght causti- 
city, the advantage of not producing severe local disorders, and 
in this respect they are to be preferred. 

Tbe chemical reagent most to he recommended is hypochlorite 
of Um€f in a fresh solntion of 2 grammes per cent., and containing 
about 90 e.e. of chlorine per 100 grammes. It immediately and 
snrely destroys the venom by simple contact, and the chlorine gas 
that it gives off, owing to its great diffusibility, acts at a fairly long 
distance from the point of inoculation on the venom which is 
already beginning to be absorbed. 

Professor Halford, of Melbourne, advises the direct injection 
into the patient's veins of from 10 to 20 drops of ammonia, diluted 
with an equal quantity of distilled water. This is a means of 
reviving nervous excitability in certain subjects at the commence- 
ment of intoxication ; but torpor soon reappears, and, if the dose 
of venora inoculated ia sufticient to cause deaths a fatal ending takes 
place notwithstanding. Experiraentally the effects of ammonia 
are nil. 

No better results are obtained by injections of strychnine^ as 
recommended by Dr. Mueller, in Australia. Moreover, the 
Btati&ttcs published by liaston Huxtable" positively condemn this 
therapeutic method. They show that, in 426 cases of snake-bite, 
out of lis treated by strychnine 15 proved fatal, tbe ratio of 
mortality being 13**2 per cent., while the dlH cases not treated 
by strychnine only resulted in 13 deaths, or a mortality of 4'1 
per cent. 

' ** Le veniti df) la vipire," Paris, IB^, 

* Tratutactioini of the Third Inffveolonial Congren, IBOS, p. 152. 
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In the case of animals intoxicated by venom, injectioDS of 
strychnine, morphia, nicotine, or curare in small doses always 
prove ineBfective ; they even considerably assist the progress of 
the iDtoxicatioD and hasten death. The use of these drugs in the 
case of human beings should therefore be absolutely forbidden. 

It appears, on the other hand, that alcohol and coffee, oir tea, 
absorbed by ingestiou, are very often beneficial. Indeed, it was 
long ago observed that the swallowing of alcohol until symptoms 
of drunkenness appear retards or diminishes the phenomena of 
torpor and paresis that precede the ultimate phase of the intoxica- 
tion. Its use may therefore be recommended when it is impossible 
to have recourse to the only treatment really specific that modern 
science places in our liands — anfiveuojuous ser urn- therapy. It is 
important, however, to state that, ichcn serum is used, alcohol must 
be forbidden. The latter hinders the effects of the former. 

In practice, the rational treatment of the bite of a venomous 
snake must be directed towards : — 

(1) Preventing the absorption of the venom. 

(2) Neutralising, by the injection of a sufficient quantity of 
antitoxic serum, the effects of the venom already absorbed. 

In order to prevent the absorption of the venom introduced 
into the wound, the first precaution to be taken is to compress 
the bitten limb by means of a ligature of some kind, such as a 
handkerchief, as close as possible to the bite, and between it and 
the base of the limb. Tbe ligature must be tightly twisted, and, 
by compressing the tissues around the bite, an attempt should be 
made to aqueeze out the venom that may have been introduced 
into them. The expulsion of the poison should be hastened, either 
by making an incision 2 or 3 cm. in length and 1 cm. in depth in 
the direction taken by the fangs of the reptile and also parallel to 
the axis of the bitten member, or by sucking the wound hard. 

The ligature on the Hmb should not be applied for more than 
half an hour ; if it were kept on longer it would interfere with the 
circulation to a dangerous degree, and would certainly injure tbe 
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vitality of the tissues. The period in question also usually affords 
aufficient time for takinej; the patient to a place where help can be 
obtained, and for the preparation of everything necessary for his 
subsequent treatment. 

The wound should tlien be freely washed with a fresh '2 per cent, 
solution of lujpochloritc of lime, or with a 1 in 1,000 solution of 
chloride of gold. In default of hypochlorite of lime or chloride of 
gold, either eau de Jai'el, diluted with tepid water to a strength 
of 1 in 10, or a 1 per cent, solution of permanganate of potash, may 
be employed. These reagents should be made to penetrate as 
deeply as possible into the tissues, and a few cubic centimetres of 
them should even be injected with a Pravaz syringe into the 
punctures caused by the bite and ail round them. 

The wound being then covered with a damp dressing by means 
of compresses saturated with hypochlorite of lime, or at least with 
pure alcohol, the next thing to be done is to prepare to apply the 
serum- therapic treatment in order to arrest the general intoxication, 
if this has already commenced to take effect, or to prevent it from 
setting in. 

For the employment of serum it is necessary to be in possession 
of a sterilisable syringe of the capacity of 10 c.c, similar to those 
uaed in the treatment of diphtheria. 

If the life of the patient be not immediately in danger, care 
should first be taken to have the syringe boiled, or at least to rinse 
it out with boiling water, making sure that the piston fits tightly, 
and that the syringe itself is in good working order. 

Should a syringe of 10 c.c. not be available, any kind of Pravaz 
syringe, previously washed out with boiling water, may be em- 
ployed, but in this case the use of so small an instrument renders 
it necessary to give several painful injections. 

The entire contents of a bottle of serum (10 c.c. of liquid serum, 
or 1 gramme of dry serum dissolved in 10 c.c. of boiled water) 
should be injected into the subcutaneous areolar tissue of the 
ubdomen, on the right or left side. There is no advantage in 
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species, such as the Cobra or Indian Krait, it is preferable to inject 
into the patient three whole doses of serum at once. 

In cases in which the phenomena of serious intoxication have 
already appeared, and when asphyxia threatens, one must not 
hesitate to inject 10 or even 20 c.c, of serum directly into a vein. 
For such an injection it is moat convenient to choose a superficial 
vein at the elbow or wrist, or on the back of the hand. 

The introduction of serum into the veins ia never dangerous if 
good care be taken not to allow either bubbles of air or particles 
of precipitated albumin to enter. 

It is not advisable to repeat the injectiona beneath the skin or 
into the veins unless the general symptoms appear to become more 
acute. 

In most cases the local pain, excitement, and attacks of cramp 
and nausea disappear within a few minutes after the first injection. 
Improvement progresses very rapidly, and by the following day the 
patient has recovered. 

The administration of ammonia, alcohol, morphia, or ether by 
the mouth is entirely superfluous. These drugs, as I have already 
stated, may even be harmful to the patient and hinder the effects 
of the serum. All that should be done is to give copious hot drinks, 
tea or coffee, and to cover up the patient warmly in order to induce 
abundant perspiration. 

The bitten member should not be cauterised with red hot iron 
or with chemical agents of any kind, since such cauterisations only 
lead to injuries which are too often prejudicial to tlie normal action 
of the affected organs. 

Treatment of Poisonous Bites in the Case of Domestic Animals, 
— ^It often happens that dogs, horses, or cattle are bitten and 
sQccumb to the poisoning in a few hours or in two or three days. 
Such accidents are especially frequent among sporting dogs» even 
in Europe, in regions in which vipers are found. 

In most cases, dogs, horses, and cattle are bitten on the nose, 
and such bites are immediately followed by a very painful swelling. 
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which arouses the suspicion of the owners of the animals. It is 
then necessary, as soon as possible, to inject subcutaneously in the 
right or left flank, or at the base of the neck, one or two dosee 
of antivenomous serum, according to the gravity of the -effectB 
observed. 

Tbe injection of the serum and the dressing of the wound should 
be performed as in the case of poisonous bites in human beings. 

Influence of the Doses of Anthcnomom Serum injected, and of 
the Time that has eiapsfd since the Venom^im Bite.- — I have stated 
above that antivenomous serum possessei? a preventive and curative 
power of such intensity, tbat it is capable in a few minutes of 
rendering animals into which it has been injected absolutely in- 
sensible to the most strongly neurotoxic venoms, each as those of 
Naja or Bungarus, On the other hand, I have established the 
fact tbat, the more sensitive are the animals to intoxication 
by venom, the greater is the quantity of an ti venomous serum 
necessary to immunise them passively or to cure them. 

In experimenting upon mice, guinea- pigs, and rabbits, it is 
found that in order to preserve, let us say, a mouse of 25 grammee 
against inoculation with half a milligramme of venom, which is 
ten times the lethal dose for this little animal, it is necessary to 
give a preventive injection of 1 c.c. of serum ; while half a cubic 
centimetre of the same serum is sufficient to render the dose of 
half a milligramme of venom innocuous, when venom and serum 
arc mixed in vitro before being injected. 

In the case of the guinea-pig, it is likewise found that the dose 
of serum to be injected preventively, in order to protect the 
animal from intoxication by ten times the lethal dose of venom, 
is about twice as mttck as the quantity of the same serum that 
it is sufficient to mix in vitro with venoju, in order to render ten 
times the lethal dose of venom innocuous. 

If we inject into animals first venom, in doses calculated to 
kill the controls of the same weight in from two to three hours, 
and tho serum fifteen minutes afterwards, it is found that the 
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quantity of Berum that must be injected in order to prevent death 
is about thrice as great as that which neutralises m vitro the dose 
of venom inoculated. 

It is also found that the amount of curative serum that an 
animal intoxicated by i^enom must receive is inversely proportional 
to its ice i gilt. 

The experiments upon doga, performed at the Pasteur Institute 
at Lille by my collaborator C. Guerin^ are highly demonstrative 
in this respect.' 

A dog of 1*2 kilogrammes, inoculated with 9 milligrammes of 
venom {a dose lethal to controls of the same weight in from five 
to seven hours), is completely cured on receiving, two hours after 
ifiocuiatian with the poisait, 10 c.c, of serum. 

When the treatment does not take place until three hours after 
the injection of the venovh it is necessary to inject 20 ce, of serum 
in order to prevent the animal from dying. With a longer delay 
than this, death is inevitable, since the bulbar centres are already 
affected, and paralysis of the reapimtory muscles commences to 
appear. 

These facts show that : — 

(1) The fiwre semitive animals are to venom, the greater is the 
quaniittj of aerum necessary in order to prevettt their intoxication 
by a given dose of i^cnom. 

(2) For a given species of aninial and a given dose of venom, 
the longer the delay in applying the remedy, the greater is the 
qnantity of serum thai must he injected in order to arrest the 
poisoning. 

It will be understood from what has been already stated, that 
a man weighing GO kilogrammes, if bitten by a snake which 
injects, let us say, what would amount to 20 milligrammes of 
venom if collected in the dry state (the mean quantity that a 

' " Les morsures de vip^re^ ehez les antiuaux," liecncil de midecine vHiri- 
naire d' At fort, Mav 1j, 1897. 
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Naja is able to inocalate in a single bite), would only require, 
in order to escape death, to receive the qaantity of antivenomous 
seram sufficient to neutralise the portion of venom in excess of 
the amount that he could tolerate without dying. 

Let us suppose, for the sake of example, that the man of 60 
kilogrammes can withstand intoxication by 14 milligrammes of 
Naja-venora. It follows that, in the case with which we are 
dealing, we must inject sufficient serum to neutralise 20 — 14 (=6) 
milligrammes of venom ; that is to say, the injection of serum 
being made immediately after the bite, 6 c.c, if the serum employed 
neutralises in vitro 1 milligramme of venom per cubic centimetre. 

Of course, if the serum is more powerful, less of it will be 
necessary, while more will be required if the remedy is applied 
later, or if the quantity of venom inoculated by the snake is 
supposed to have been greater. 

For this reason, in practice, but very little serum is usually 
necessary in order to augment the natural resistance of a man 
of average weight or of a large animal ; it is sufficient in most 
cases to give an injection of 10 or 20 c.c. in order to cure human 
beings who have been bitten. The clinical proof of this is, more- 
over, to be found in the cases, already very numerous, that have 
been published in the course of the last few years in the scientific 
journals of all countries. I have gathered together a few of these 
in the concluding pages of this book, and I would beg the reader 
to be good enough to refer to tlieni. 
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PAUT IV. 

VENOMS IN THE ANIMAL SERIES. 

CHAPTER XVI. 
l.—INVEBTEBBA TES. 

Besides reptiles, many other animals possess poison-glands 
and inoculatory organs which they employ, either to defend them- 
selves against their natural enemies, or to capture the living prey 
upon which they feed. 

The venoms that they produce are still, for the most part, but 
little understood. A few of them, however, have excited the 
curiosity of physiologists, especially those secreted by certain 
batrachians, such as the Toad, and certain fishes, such as the 
Weever. Some of them exhibit close affinity to snake-venom, and 
are composed, like the latter, of proteic substances modifiable by 
heat and precipitable by alcohol ; others possess altogether special 
characters, and resemble alkaloids. 

The lowest animal group in which these secretions begin to be 
clearly dififerentiated is that of the Coelenterates. 

A. — Coelenterates. 

It has been shown by Charles Richet^ that the tentacles of sea- 
anemones {Anemone scidtata) contain a toxic substance which has 



' ComptcH renduH tie la Socit'te dc Biologic, December 18, 1902 ; June 6, 
July 25, 1908 ; February 20, 1904. 
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the curious property of cciusinj^ intense itching, pruritus, and even 
urticaria. This poison is perfectly soluble in alcohol, and can be 
prepared in the foUowiag manner : — 

The tentacles are cut off close to the body of the animal, and 
immeraed for a few days in an equal weight of alcohol at 95"' C. 
The red liquid that results is decanted, and then filtered. The 
insoluble material is compressed, and yields large quantities of fluid, 
which is filtered and mixed with the previous liquid. 

The whole is then evaporated in vacuo until there remains a 
thick oily liquid, which forms a red deposit. Filtration through 
paper is again employed, in order to separate this colouring matter, 
and to the filtered liquid is added an equal amount of alcohol at 
95' C. By this means there is precipitated a blackish, gummy 
matter, insoluble in alcohol. The remaining liquid is decanted 
and once more evaporated until it is reduced to a smaller volume 
than before. It is again treated with twice its volume of absolute 
alcohol, when it precipitates, in addition to salts and gummy 
matter, a white flocculent substance, which ie crude thalassin. 
This can be purified by redissolving it in alcohol at a temperature 
of 98" C. On cooling it separates from the fluid in the form of 
crystals, which are placed on a filter aod can then be redissolved in 
a small quantity of water. Absolute alcohol, added to this solution, 
precipitates the thalassin in the shape of very pure crystals, which 
contain 10 per cent, of azote, and melt at *200 C. 

This substance, in aqueous solutions, rapidly deteriorates owing 
to amnioniacal fermentation. When injected intravenously into 
dogs it produces pruritus, sneezing, and erythema, with intense 
congestion of the mucous membranes ; 1 decigramme per kilo- 
gramme is a dose sufUcient to produce these symptoms. It is not 
very toxic, since 1 centigramme is not lethal. 

One kilogramme of anemones is capable of furnishing about 
3 grammes of pure crystallised poison. 

In addition to thalassin, liiuhet succeeded in isolating from the 
tentacles of the same sea-auemoneB another poison insoluble in 
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alcohol at 50° C, and richer in azote (14 per cent.), to which 
he has given the name congest in. This is not destroyed by 
heating to 107" C. It is prepared by precipitating, by four times 
its volume of alcohol, a solution of anemone-tentacles in 5 per 
cent, fluoride of sodium. The solid matter, after being precipi- 
tated and dried, is redissolved in six tiiues its volume of water, 
and then filtered. On adding to tbe filtered and fluoreacent 
liquid its volume of alcohol at 90 C, the congeRtin is precipi- 
tated. It is purified by redissolving it in water, and freeing it 
by dialysis from tlie fluoride of sodium that it has retained. In 
this way there la obtained, after evaporation, a product sufficiently 
toxic to kill dogs in twenty-four hours in a dose of 2 inilligraDimes 
per kilogramme. 

Cougestin exerts a sensitising or anaphylactic effect upon 
animals as regards tJtulassin, and is lethal in a dose of about 
5 niilligrammea per kilogramme of animal, and sometimes even 
in a dose of 7 decirailligramraes. It is therefore a very active 
poison. 

Dogs, on the other hand, into which is injected first ihaiassin, 
and then, some time afterwards, congesting are perfectly resistant 
to inoculation by the latter. Tkalassin is therefore antitoxic or 
antagonistic to congestin, 

Tbe latter, on the contrary, if injected first of all in non-lethal 
doses, renders animals so sensitive to inoculation with thalassint 
that from 4 to 5 milligrammes are sufficient to cause death. 

The tentacles of these anemones therefore contain two toxic 
Bubstauces antagonistic to each other, which can easily be separated, 
since one [thalassin) is soluble in concentrated alcohol, while the 
other is completely insoluble in this reagent. 

These poisons are not only extremely interesting from a physio- 
logical point of view, but also possess a practical interest, since it 
is at the present time almost a matter of certainty that they are 
the cause of a malady which specially affects sponge-divers in the 
Mediterranean. 
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A good description of the disease has been given by Dr. 
Skevos Zervos, of Athens.' It is observed exclusively in meii 
who dive quite naked, without a diving-dress. Now, beside the 
bases of the sponges and sometimes on their surface there live 
niimbers of anemones which secrete a viscid substance, which is 
extremely virulent, especially in tbe month of August. 

The first symptoms that supervene after contact with these 
Ccelenterates are an intense itching and bm'uing sensation ; a papule 
of a horny consistency appears at tbe outset at the spot at which 
coatact took place ; this is soon surrounded by a red zone, which 
becomes bluish and then black, and spreads to a greater or lesser 
es^tent, according to the region attacked and the virulence of tbe 
venom. After & few days the skin sloughs and leaves a deep ulcer, 
which suppurates in spite of antiseptic treatment. The onset of 
the disease is marked by a febrile attack with shivering, which is 
soon accompanied by cephalaltjia, thirst, and pains in the back an4 
limbs. 

Zervos reproduced these disorders experimentally by rubbing an 
anemone, held with forceps, on the shaven abdomen of a dog. In 
a few minutes the region affected became quite red and prurigi- 
nous; twentj'-flve minutes later phlyctenaa' full of aeruui appeared ; 
three days afterwards five abscesses of different sizes developed, 
w^hile at the place where it had been touched by the venom the 
skin assumed a deep blue colour ; on the fifth day an area 2 cm. 
in diameter was completely gangrenous. 

When ingested, anemones possess toxic properties which are 
well known to the sponge-fishers, for they frequently make use of 
them for the purpose of poisoning domestic animals. With this 
object they cut them up into small fragments, and mix them with 
bread or meat, which is given to tbe animals to eat ; the latter die 
in convulsions in a few minutes. 

In order to preserve the divers from the harmful efifects produced 
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B. — ECHISODERMS. 

The EchittoicUa (Sea-urchins) are provided with soft prehensile 
organs, the pedicel la fire, of which four kinds are distingtiished : 
getnmiform, tridactyle, trifoHate, and ophiocephalous. 

These pedicellariBB contain a special venom, which caofses the 
paralysis and death oE animals into which it is injected. UexkuUj 
who was the tirst to mention it, considered that the gemmiforiu 
pedicellariBB alone are toxic. 

From this point of view various species of sea-urchins, Strong y- 
locentrotits Iwidu^, Arhacia mquiUiberculata^ Sphmrechinus granu- 
lar is and Spaiangus purpiireits, have recently been studied by 
V. Henri and Mdlle. Kayalof.' 

The pedicellariso were removed and pounded up in sea- water, 
and the pulp was injected into crabs, holothurians, star-fish, cuttle- 
fish, frogs, lizards, and rabbits ; in the case of cuttle-lish and rabbits 
the injection was made intravenously ; in that of the other animals 
into the body-cavity. 

For crabs the lethal dose was from 20 to 30 geramjform pedi- 
cellariaj of Stronggluccntrotus limdits. 

The holothurians, star-fish, and frogs proved immune. 

In the case of rabbits weighing li kilogrammes, 40 pedicellari® 
of Sphmrechinus granuiaris, pounded up in 1 c,c. of water, produce 
death by asphyxia and general paralysis in frotn two to three 
minutes. The heart continues to beat after respiration has ceased. 

For lizards and fishes the toxic dose is the same as for the crab. 
The cuttle'fi.sh is paralysed and killed in two hours by 50 
pedicellarifB. 

' Compter rtmtiut de la Soeiiti de Biologie, May 19, 1906. 
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This venom resists ebullition for fifteen minutes. 

V. Henri and Mdlle. Kayalof made experiments in immunisa- 
tion. Rabbits that receive every third day increasing doses of 
gemmiform pedicellftrire of SphfErechinus granulans tolerate well, 
after four injections^ the toxin of 40 pedicellarifie, a lethal dose. 
The serum of these rabbita is not protective for either rabbit, 
crab, or fishes. 

Frog serum (1 ex.) injected into the body cavity of a crab» 
protects this animal against the pulp of pediceUante injected 
immediately afterwards. 

The pedicellarias easily become detached from sea-nrchins. 
They remain fixed to objects which come into contact with them, 
and the urchin abandons them like poisoned arrows . 

On touching a point ou the surface of the body of an urchin, 
the spines are seen to incline towards the spot touched, and the 
pedicellarise stretch themselves out and lean with their valves open 
towards the seat of the stimulus. In Sphfcrevhinns granulaj'is the 
heads of the gemmiform pedicellariaQ are covered with sticky mucus 
forming a tiny drop, visible under the lens. A specimen of this 
species possesses more than 450 pedicellarias. 



C, — Ahthropods. 



(a) Araneida (Spiders) , 

Almost all Arachnids possess poison-glands, which are con- 
nected, in some cases with the buccal apparatus, in others with 
a special inoculatory organ situated at the posterior extremity of 
the body. The spiders and scorpions belong to this group, and 
their venom is particularly active. 

On each side of the mouth of spiders is found an appendage 
ending in a fang {ckelictra), at the extremity of which opens the 
excretory duct of a more or less developed poison-gland. The 
venom produced by these glands is instantly fatal to all small 
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aaimals upon which spiders feed. In raa.Q and large mammals 
their bite produces sensfttions of pain accompanied by swelling 
and muscular contractions as though caused by localised tetanus. 

The venom of certain species of spiders 
sometimes causes very serious and even A* 

fatal results. Latrodedus malmignaitiis 
(the malmignatte of the South of France 
and Italy), and especially Latrodectus 
mactans, of Chile (fig. 96), are greatly 
dreaded.' The area of distribution of the 
latter includes the whole of Tropical and 
Sub-tropical America, It is said that it 
frequently causes the death of milch cows, 
and that in mau its bite produces t&tanic 
effects, which last for several days, but 
are in most cases amenable to treatment. 

Another dangerous spider is the Katipo 
(Latrodectus scello), of New Zealand. 
This creature is confined to the sea-shore, 
and the natives are often bitten when 
collecting shell-fish or sea-weed. The 
Maoris are so much afraid of the bite of 
the Katipo that, when one of them has 
been bitten in bis hut, and the animal 
cannot be fomid, they do not hesitate to 
bum the dwelling to the ground. More- 
over, they are convinced that the death of 
the spider is absolutely necessary for the recovery of the patient.^ 




Pig. 96. — Laetrodectm 
tnnctans {/ormidnbilix otim), 

I. Female, twice natural size ; 
la, iti eyes, gireatly eiilaig«d. 




' " El Lrttrodectus forraidabilia de Chile," by Fred^rico Puffa-Dorae, Santiago, 
1802 ; and " Biologia CentridiAjwericana," Arachjiida, vol. ii., pi, 35, 

' Blaf kweil^ 'VExperiiuents anA Observations on tbe PoiBon of Araaeida,'' 
Tramuu-tioTiii of the Linnenn Society of London, 1^5, p. 81. Bee also " InBCCt 
Life" (U.S. Departtiient of Agriculture, 1BB9), vol. L, parts 7, 8, Q aiid 10, 
and voL ii., pact 5. 
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Kobert^ has made an experimental study of the venom of 
species of Lairodecius and Bpeira. That of Latrodecius erebus 
{the Karakurte of South Hussia) is particularly toxic. 

If a dry extract of these spiders be prepared and injected into 
the veins of doge or cats, it is found that a few milHgrammes 
per kilogramme are sufficient to cause death, with phenomena of 
dyspncea, convulsions, and progressive paralysis of respiration 
and the heart. Kabbita, rats, birds, frogs, and leeches are also 
sensitive to this poison, though the hedgehog is ahnost refractory > 
The young spiders, and even the eggs, are more toxic than the 
adults. 

Spider-venom is destroyed by heating for forty minutes at 
+ 70" C, and is precipitated by alcohol. When absorbed by 
ingestion it has no effect : it is ha^molytic and coagulates blood. 

The study of arachnolysin by Ehrlicb's methods has been 
undertaken afresh by Hans Sachs,' who has shown that rat's and 
rabbit's blood are most rapidly dissolved. Twenty-eight milli- 
grammee of extract of Epeira are capable of completely dissolving 
0-06 c.c. of blood. 

By immunising guinea-pigs and rabbits, Sachs succeeded in 
obtaining a strongly antitoxic serum^ which entirely prevents the 
bsmolysiB of the sensitive red corpuscles. 

(b) Soorpionidea (Scorpions). 

The poison-apparatus of the scorpion is constituted by the last 
abdominal segment {tehon), which is swollen and globular, and 
terminated by a hard, curved spine, with a very sharp point, near 
which can be distinguished, under the lens, two small oval on Bees 
by which the poison is enabled to escape (fig. M7), 

The poison-glands are two in uitmber, symmetrically placed in 



' **B«itrige zm Keimtnisst tier GiUapmneu," Stuttgart^ 1901. 

*" Zur Eomtnitia dea Kreuxspinnengijtei*,'' Hofm, BtfUr^e^ ii., p. 125, 1902. 
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cavities, each of which is completely filled by the gland. They are 
separated from each other by a muscular septum formed of striated 
fibres inserted in the chitinous skeleton ; by the contraction of this 
septum the animal is enabled to eject its venom. 

The scorpion never stings backwardst but always in front of 
itself. It dehvers stabs with its sting in two distinct ways. For 






Fio. ^. — Seorjno occitamis. (After Joyeux-Laffuie.) 

1, Soorpion aeizing a npidef, nod piercing it with ita sting (uatuml size); 9, 
extremity of the Abdomen (telsoa) enlarged, fibowipg tbe poison-AppftriitliUs ; 3, poison- 
apparfttus detached from tbe abdomen, abowiDg au isolated poison-gJand. 




the purpose of defending itself from attack it elevates its abdomen 
into a bow, and then regains its former position by suddenly unbend- 
ing it. To strike an animal, such as a spider, which serves it for 
food, the scorpion seizes it with its pincers and holds it as in a vice. 
Then it raises its abdomen, brings the end of it close to its captive. 
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and, with ft lever-like movement, drives the sting into its body. 
The victim immediately becomes paralysed and motionless J 

The poison-glands of a Scorpio occitantis from the South of 
France contain about 1 to 10 centigram.me8 of a toxic liquid, 
capable of furnishing 10 to 15 per cent, of dry extract. This liquid 
is decidedly acid ; it reddens litmus paper and is miscihle with 
water. 

Its physiological effects are especially intense in the case of tha 
arthropods upon v/hich the scorpion habitually feeds, and in that 
of vertebrates in general. Batrachians, fishes, birds, ^nd manimEila 
are extremely susceptible to this poison. Half a milligramme of 
dry extract injected subcutaneously is sufficient to kill a guinea- 
pig, and 1 milligramme is lethal to the rabbit. 

In poisoned animals there is first observed a period of violent 
excitement, accompanied by very acute pains; these are followed 
by muscular contractions, and finally by paralysis of the respiratory 
muscles, as in the case of intoxication by cobra-venom. 

The effects of scorpion-poison, which clearly indicate the 
{ffesence of a neurotoxin, have been very well described by Valentin,'' 
Paul Bert* and Joyeux-Laffuie. Kyes^ baa prepared a lecUhide 
from scorpion-venom, which hemolyses red corpuscles as do the 
leeithides of cobra- venom, and I myself^ have established the fact 
tbAk the anti venomous serum of a horse vaccinated against cobra- 
vcnoai effectively protects mice and guinea-pigs against intoxication 
fcy kfae Tenom of Scorpio occifanus; this has been verified by 
Ifalekflikoff. There is, therefore, a close affinity between this 
VMB^ md that of Colubrike snakes. 



te, " Appaieil veniuieiix et venm de scorpion " (ThesiB for tbe 
oi BcKnc«K faris, 1883; and Comptes rendut de I'Acudemie 

: des Nordafrikftiuscli«n Skorpioues," Zeittchrift fur 

i^» if b SutiHi <t# Biotogif, 1885. p. 574, 
InMU W*KktmaeMft, 1908, Nob. 42, 43, 



On the other hftnd, it has been shown by the inyestigations of 
C. Nicolle and G. Catouillard that the same antivenomous serum 
has no effect upon the raueb weaker venom of the scorpion of 
Tunis {Heterometrus matirus), which, in the case of man and 
mammale in general, scarcely does more than produce a transient 
oedema at the point of inoculation. 

The venom of Heterometrus jnaurus is, however, toxic enough 
to the sparrow. When one of these little birds is inoculated in 
the pectoral muscles with the cotUents of the poison -glands of a 
single scorpion belonging to this species, the following symptoms 
are observed: Immediate rigidity, doubttess connected with the 
pain, then, after a few seconds^ depression and relaxation of the 
muscles. The bird remains upright, but its body sinks down more 
and more until it comes into contact with the ground ; if on a 
perch, it soon becomes unsteady and drops off. There is dyspnoea, 
which any effort increases, and death supervenes suddenly ; all at 
once the sparrow falls on its side, stiffens, sometimes has a few 
convulsions, and then finally becomes still. The time occupied by 
these phenomena is always short, although it varies from two 
minutes to half an hour. 

Scorpion-venom is a strong irritant to the mucous membranes. 
When dropped into the eye of a rabbit it produces acute ophthalmia. 

It has often been asserted that scorpions kill themselves with 
their own venom if enclosed in a circle of fire. This is an absolute 
myth, for it is easy to prove by experiment, as was done by Bourne 
at Madras/ that these animals cannot be intoxicated by their own 
poisonous secretion, nor by that of other individuals of the same 
species. Moreover, it has been established by Metchnikoff,' in 
very definite fashion, that the blood of the scorpion is antitoxic. 
If 0*1 c,c. of this blood be added to a dose of venom lethal to mice 
in half an hour, a mouse injected with this mixture resists inde- 
finitely. This antitoxic power is exhibited both by Scorpio a/er 
and the Algerian Androctonus. 



' Proeeeditifft of tha Jtoyal Society, vol. xlil., 1887, p. IT. 
' ^ L'imnmnit^ dana lea maladiei mfectieusea," Paris, 190L 
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(o) Myriopade, 

It has been sliown by Fhisalix and BertrAnd that certain 
njKitntiH of Myriopods, including those of the genus Julus (Order 
(!htJf}fjH(t(fia, v.tj.f Julus ierreatris), secrete throughout the entire 
oxti^rit of their body a volatile venom, which these authors coiii- 
pured to quinone. 

The HpecioH of the genus Scolopendra (Order Chilopoda ; Scolo- 
jH'ndrn cimjulata, found in the South of France, Spain and Italy ; 
i**. ffigantea and other forms, common in Africa, India, Indo- 

China and Equa- 
) i hi torial America), 

have the second 
pair of post max- 
illary appendages 
transformed into 
formidable poison- 
claws, with which 
thtiy am inflict bites which are very painful to human beings. 

I'lio tropical apecies may attain a length of 10 or even 15 cm. 
Their bodies are composed of *21 segments, each provided with a 
pair of jointed lags. They live in shady places, such as woods, 
bid(]rn under stoues, dead leaves, or the bark of old trees. 
They ft'L-d upon small insects, spiders, and larvce, which they 
kiii with their venom. The latter is secreted by a racemose 
gland situated at the base of the poison-claws; it escapee by a 
duct wliich opens at the apex. 

Tliis venom, ibo physiological study of which was commenced 
by Dubofcq, is an acid, opalescent liquid, hardly miticible with water. 
More complete experiments on this subject have been niade by 
A. Briot,^ who prepared a sohition by sectioning the labium and 
poisou-clawe, and crushing the whole in physiological salt solution. 
When injected intravenously into rabbits, it produces immediate 



ftoi 9S,^'8eol^endta 7nor»ilana [S. Europe). 
(Aftpcr Clal». ) 



* ComptitM rendu* dt la Soeieti d^ Bioloffie, NQvembcr H^ 1904 



paralysis, with coagulation of the blood ; subcutaneously it leads 
to the formation of enormous abscesses, with necrosis of the tissues. 
Small animals, such as spiders, species 
of Scutigerat beetles, &c., are very sen- 
sitive to it. 

The bite of ScoIopendridfB is very 
painful to human beings. In the 
Tropics such bites often cause some- <^xy 

what serious results : insomnia, »c- ''^■ 

celerated and intermittent pulse, and 
local cedema, which usually disappears 
after twenty - four hours. Well- 
authenticated fatal accidents have 
never been recorded (Bachelier,' 
Saulie^)* 

{d) InseotB. 



ffl4lt^ 




A very large number of insects 
produce acrid or irritant secretions, 
which serve them as a means of de- 
fence, but cannot be considered as true 
venoms; the species of "Mdo'i (oil- 
beetles) and Caniharis (blister-beetleB), 
are the most remarkable in this respect. 

The Order Hifmenoptcra is the only 
one that includes a multitude of species 
really provided with poison- glands and an inoculatory apparatus. 

The poison-organs, which have been well studied, especially by 
Leuckart/ Leydig,* Carlet,* and more especially by L. Bordas,* 



Fig, 99.— PoiBDH-'U'pASATra 

OF THE BeB. 

gl.ac, \eiA glitud and )t« two 
br&ncbes ; \\ voison-smc ; gl.ai, 
lilkaline glfind ; g^r, gorget, 

(After Carkt: figure bor* 
rowed from Hommel.) 



' "Ltt ftcolopendre et ea pi(|ure," Thisc Pttris, 1887. 

* " Ap[rareil vemtiieux et venixi de la BColojtetidre," Theae Montpellitsr, 1885. 

* '* Lehrbnch de* Anatomie dee WirbellostsiJi Tiere," 1848. 
' Arch fiir ana t. Wututnuch, 1850. 

* Comptes rendat de PActtd. dta AViVnfrt, 1S84. 

" *' Appareil glaodulaire (les by uj^Qop teres,*' Poiis, 1804. 
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"^ifr- 



Janet/ and Seiirat^^ always include two and sometimes three lands 
of glands : the a^id gland, the alkaHne gland or gland of Dufour, 
and the accessory poison-gland (fig, 99). 

The acid gland compriBes a glandular 
portion {wliich sometimes takes the shape 
of a long flexiious tube, always bifid at its 
extremity, sometimes that of two tubes, 
simple or ramified, or again is composed of 
a bundle of cylindrical, simple or muUifid 
canals), a poison -sac or reservoir, ovoid or 
spherical in shape, and an excretory duct, 
which is usually short. 

The alkaline gland, or gland of Dufour, 
exists in all Hymenoptera, and presents the 
appearance of aji irregular tube, with a 
striated surface and a spherical or conical 
upper extremity. Its excretory duct opens, 
beside that of the acid gland, at the enlarged 
base of the gorget of the sting (fig. 100). 

The accessory poison-gland, which is 
lanceolate or ovoid in shape, consists of a 
small, granular mass, the extremely narrow 
excretory duct of which opens at almost the 
same point as that of the alkaline gland. 
It does not exist in all Hymenoptera, 

The stings of hive bees (Apis 7n€UiJica), 
wasps {Vespa vulgaris), violet carpenter bees 
{Xglocopa violacea), and humble bees (Bom- 
bus htpidarius} cause considerable discom- 
fort. The venom of the carpenter bee, which is of some strength, 
has been studied by P. Bert, and I have myself made experiments 
with that of the hive bee (A. mellijica). The venom extracted 



Pio. 100,— Intdeior op 

THC QOBOET DF THK Bee, 
BKBN RBOU ITS P0£ITKRI0S 

Aspxoi. 

CV, PoiBOn chamber ; gat, 
gprgfit ^ H. stylet ; co, 
piatoD. Betiveen the two 
■tyletft {m se«i;th» cleft fa, 
bf which the air tB able 
to ettter into the air- 
chamber cai, 

(After Carlai: figure bor- 
rowed Irom Hommel.) 



' Comptet rendas de I' Acadimie det Sciencen^ 1808, 
' AnnaUi tc, AnttL Zvohgie, 8* a^rio, t. x., 1898, 
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from a couple of bees, by crushing the posterior extremity of 
the body in 1 c.c. of water, is sufficient to kill a mouse or a sparrow. 

Death supervenes in a few minutes from respiratory asphyxia, 
as in the case of intoxication by the venom of Golubrine snakes 
(Cobra). In the blood-vessels and in the heart the blood is black 
and remains fluid. It therefore appears that this venom contains a 
very active neurotoxin. 

The phenomena of intoxication caused by the venom of these 
insects are, as a rule, slight, being limited to an acute pain, accom- 
panied by a zone of oedema and burning itching. Sometimes 
however, when the stings are in the eyelids, lips, or tongue, they 
produce alarming and even fatal results, as shown by the following 
incident : — 

On September 26, 1890, a young girl of Ville-d'Avray was 
eating grapes in the woods of Fausse-Repose, when she inadver- 
tently swallowed a wasp. The unfortunate girl was stung in the 
back of the throat, and the wound became so rapidly inflamed that, 
in spite of the attentions of a doctor, she died in an hour from 
suffocation, in the arms of her friends. 

Phisalix^ has studied the physiological action of bee-venom on 
sparrows inoculated either by the sting of the insect, or with an 
aqueous solution obtained by crushing the glands. In both cases 
a local effect, paralysis of the part inoculated, is first produced ; 
this is followed by convulsions, which may last for several hours ; 
the final stage is marked by coma and respiratory trouble, which 
ends in death. 

After being heated for fifteen minutes at 100" C. the venom 
has no further local action ; the general phenomena are merely 
diminished. If heated at 100° C. for thirty minutes, the venom 
ceases to cause convulsions, but remains stupefactive. Exposure 
for fifteen minutes to a temperature of 150° C. renders it completely 
inert. 

> Compte$ rendu* de VAcadimie de$ Sdencet, July 26, 1890. 
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This venom therefore comprises : (1) A phlogogenic siibstaDce^ 
destroyed by ebullitioa, contained in the acid gland of the bee ; 
(2) a poison causing convulsions, which does not resist a tempera.- 
tare of 100" C.^ if prolonged, and is probably produced by the 
alkaline glatid ; (3) a stupef active poison, which is secreted by the 
acid gland, and is not entirely destroyed until a temperature of 
J 50* C. is reached. 

The poison -glands can easily be extracted by gently pulling at 
the stings of bees aneesthetised by chloroform. 

The eggs of bees, like those of the toad and the viper, contain 
the specific venom. The amount, however, is small, since in order 
to produce lethal results in the sparrow it was found necessary to 
inoculate an emulsion obtained by crushing 92(3 eggs. 

Phisalix' makes the approximate calculation that, in the egg the 
weight of the toxic substances amounts to the one hundred and 
fiftieth part of the whole. Their effects are similar to those pro- 
duced by the venom itself, but the convulsions are not so severe. 
The predominant poison in the egg appears to be that causing 
paralysis. 

I have easily succeeded in vaccinating mice against doses of 
bee-venom certainly lethal, by repeatedly inoculating them with 
very small doses. Moreover, we find the same thing in the case of 
human beings, for we know that those who are in the habit of 
handling hives become quite accustomed to bee-stings, and finally 
feel not the slightest effect from them. 

It has been shown by J. Morgenroth and U. Carpi,^ in a 
paper recently published, that the venom of bees, like that of the 
scorpion, possesses the property of hmmolysing the red corpuscles 
of several species of animals (the rabbit, guinea-pig, and goat), and 
that it is capable of combining with the lecithin to form a leciihide 
analogous to cabra-kcithide^ the curious properties of which we 
have studied in detail. 



' Cornpten revdtn tie tAcadr'mitf (hs Scienccv, July 24, IflOB. 
' BeTtimr kliuuche Wochettii(:hnft, 1906, No. 44. 




This lecithide of bee-venom is from 200 to 500 times more 
hsBmolysing than the venom itself, and resists ebullition like that of 
the cobra. In order to isolate it Morgenroth and Carpi employed 
the method recommended by P, Kyes t 1^^ c.c, of a solution of pure 
venora is mixed with 1-J e.e. of a 5 per cent, solution of lecithin 
in methylic alcohol. After being kept for twenty-four hours at 
37 ' C, 22 ex, of absolute alcohol are added ; the liquid is decanted, 
and the clear filtrate is mixed with 150 c.c. of ether. There is slowly 
formed a somewhat copious tiocculent deposit, which is collected 
on a filter, washed several times with ether, and finally dried. Tbe 
lecithide that remains on the filter dissolvea completely in physio- 
logical salt solution. 

It must be remarked that bee- venora, without the addition of 
lecithin, gives a scanty precipitate with ether, This precipitate, 
dissolved in physiological salt solution, possesses no hoBmolysiug 
power. The lecithide, on the contrary, dissolves red corpuscles 
almost instantaneously. 

Normal horse-serum considerably inhibits bfemolysis by bee- 
venom + lecithin. This protective action of normal serums has 
already been observed by Langer i it is perhaps attributable to 
the cholesterin that they contain. 

Among other Hymenoptera capable of inflicting very severe 
stings may be mentioned the species of Polistes and certain 
Pompilids, especially a species of Pompihis found in Natal, the 
painful stings of which have sometimes been experienced and 
described by travellers (P. Fabre, of Coramentry),' 

In the family Crahronidm the females are provided with a 
sting and venom, which usually has little effect upon man^ but 
is toxic to other insects. Thus, Cercerls buprcHticida is remarkable 
for tbe stupefying effect of its venom upon the BupresUda destined 
for the food of its larvas. It etinge the beetles between tlte first 
and second segments of the thorax, with the result that the victim 



' Compi«9 rendua de I'Aeadttnte dt! Mi'decinf, I. liit,, 1005, p, 499, 
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is paralysed, though in other respects its bodily functions appear 
to continue; in fact, ita intestine is seen to empty itself at long^ 
intervals. These effects are attributed by Mons, J. H. Fabre, of 
Avignon, to the direct aiction of the venom upon the ganglia of the 
thoracic nervous system- 

Instances of Hymenoptera belonging to the tribe EntomopJhaga 
actually depositing their eggs beneath the akin of man are men- 
tioned by Baphael Blanchard.* 

According to P. Fabre, the best treatment for wasp- or bee- 
stings would appear to consist in the application of strong saline 
solution, or a liniment of ammonia and olive oil. For my own 
part, I have tried hypochlorite of Hme^ in a 1 in 60 soUition, or eau 
de Javel diluted to 1 per cent., and have always obtained such 
excellent results from these remedies that I do not hesitate to 
advise their use. 

D. — Molluscs. 

Certain Gastropodous Molluscs, chiefly Murex brandans and 
M, truficulus, possess purple glands from which it is possible to 
extract a very active venom (Raphael Dubois)'^ by crushing them 
up with sand and alcohol. The alcoholic liquid, filtered and evapor- 
ated in a water-bath, yields a brown oily fluid. The subcutaneous 
injection of a few drops of this into a frog is sufiicient to produce 
very decided toxic effects. Sluggishness and slowness of move- 
ment are seen to supervene fairly quickly ; reflex, actions are still 
exhibited, but the animal is no longer able to jump. 

If the dose be not too strong, this condition of paresis lasts for 
several hours, and then disappears. In most cases, however, the 
paresis is succeeded by complete paralysis, and the animal appears 
as though suffering from curare. Yet the fact is that the venom 
is neither curare-like nor cardiac ; the heart, muscles, motor endl- 



' " Traits de zoologie mtdicale,*' t. ii. (Paris). 

' Compter rendu* de la Socidie de HvQlofjie, Junuary 17, 1003, 
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plates, and motor antl sensory nerves are spared ; the nervous 
centres alone are attacked, especially the eacephalon. The animal 
dies without convalsionii. 

Sea and fresh-water fishes (golden carp) are very sensitive to 
this venom ; warm-blooded animals are refractory. It is therefore 
probable that, in the species of Murex, the purple gtand is a poison- 
gland serving for defence, or for the capture of the prey upon which 
these molluscs feed. 

Among the Cephalopods, the Octopods {Octopus mtlgaris, 
common octopus, Eledon^ ttioschata, musky octopus, of the 
Mediterranean) possess two pairs of salivary glands, a small 
anterior pair, and a posterior pair of considerable size. 

The Decapods (cuttle-fishes [Sepia], &c,), have only posterior 
salivary glands, of smaller dimensions in proportion to the size of 
the body. 

On being crushed and macerated in water, the anterior glands 
yield a limpid and slightly acid juice ; the posterior glands produce 
a viscid, ropy fluid, filterable with difficulty and neutral The 
latter has an immediate paralysing effect upon Crustacea. It 
contains a substance of a diastasic nature, precipitable by alcohol, 
and destructible by heating for an hour at 58* C. 

Owing to the poisonous properties of this juice, Octopods 
succeed in overpowering large prey, such as lobsters and crabs. 
Once they are seized by the tentacles of the octopus, or cuttle-fish, 
a bite inoculates these animals with venom that immediately 
destroys their power of movement, and the Cophalopod is able to 
contmue its meal in perfect security, without having to fear the 
pincers of its prey. 

An experimental study of this venom has been made by A. Briot,* 
who found that crabs are very sensitive to it, while rats, frogs, 
rabbits, and fish do not appear to experience any inconvenience. 




1 Cotnptft rtnduM de la SocUtd d^ Biologie, February 25, 190S, 



288 



CHAPTER XVIL 
VENOMS IN TEE ANIMAL SERIES {continued). 

2,— VENOMOUS FISHES. 

The means of defence in fishes are extremely varied. Some 
species (torpedoes or electric rays, electric eels) destroy their enemies 
by electric discharges ; others are provided with true poison-glanda 
and inoculatory organs, usually represented by opercular spineB or 
by the fin-rays, The species of the genus Murmnay however, 
possess a poison-apparatus connected with the buccal teeth, as in 
the case of snakes. 

It has been clearly established by Bottard^ that at least three 
very distinct types of venomous fishes exist, according as the venom- 
apparatus is : — 

{1) Entirely closed {Synanceia type) ; (2) half closed [Tkalasso- 
phryne type); (3) in more or less direct communication with the 
exterior {Trachimis and Scorpmia type). 

The greater part of the following statements has been borrowed 
from the excellent work of the author referred to, from the writings 
of A. Corre»' the fellowship thesis of Henry Coutiere,^ and the 
magnificent atlas published at St. Petersburg in 188(3 by P. Savt- 
schenko, of the Russian Imperial Navy. 

Except in the case of the species of Murcena, the venom of fishes 



' " Lea poisBons venimeui," TMse Pant*, 1B89. 

***Poig8oiia venimeux et poiesoiiH v^ndnenx," Arehivea de Physiologic!, May, 
1872 ; Arehivfi de tuideetne navalg, February, lS6fl, and January, 1881. 
' >^ FoisBODB veniuieax efc poiaaoiiB v^n^eux," Thiste FarU, Ib/QQ. 
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is generally found in one or more special glands, situate at the 
base of the dorsal or caudal tins, or beneath the opercular spines. 
When the animal defends itself it inflicts wounds with these rays, 
and ejects from its poison-glanda a toxic or irritant liquid, which 
enters the sores. 

The flesh of these fishes is not usually poisonous, whereas a 
fairly large number of other species, which do not injiict toounds, 
cause intoxicating effects when eaten. These latter do not come 
within the scope of this work ; but the reader who may desire to 
obtain information with regard to them will find them well described 
in J. Ptillegrin's menjoir,' in that by Dupont, and especially in the 
papers of A. Corre. 

Venomous Jishes almost all belong to sedentary Bpecies, as in the 
case of the genera Trachintis^ Cotht^t Scorpmna, and Synanceia. 
This fact suggested to Dissard and Noe - a very hazardous theory 
in order to explain the existence of a poison-apparatus in these 
animals. The venomous fishes being sedentary, say these authors^ 
have no need of a poison-apparatus ; their prey offers itself to them 
without effort on their part, and, on the other hand, they escape 
destruction by their enemies. If, therefore, they possess a poison- 
apparatus it is because the conditions under which they live entail 
the lowest value for the eo-efficieut of respiration, diminish the 
quantity of the ambient radiations and the oxygenation of the 
medium, and lead to diminished hfematosis. For these reasons the 
activity of anaerobic life becomes greater, and the formation of 
venoms takes place. 

This theory, derived from the conceptions of A, Gautier with re- 
gard to the formation of toxic leucomaines, appears scarcely tenable, 
for it is evident that the weever, for example, erects its ftrst dorsal 
spine as soon as it is seized, and that Smrpmna and Synanceia like- 



' ** Lea poissons veneneux," Paris, 1900. 

* '* Sedenliiritt' Jes poissoDS venimeux," Cotnptcs rcmltta de hi SocUtf de 
Biologic, 1805, p. 86. 
19 
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wise protrude their venomous spines when conscious of danger. The 
poison-apparatus of these fishes is therefore of an eminently defen- 
sive character. 

According to Bottard, the spawning season increases the activity 
of the poison-glands and at the same time the toxicity of the secreted 
product. Several species, such as those of the genus Coitus and the 
perch, possess no apparent secreting cells except at this period. 
Certain toxicopkorous or poisonous fishes, such as the species of 
Tetrodon, are particularly noxious at the time when their genital 
glands ai"e at their maximum activity''. 

A. — TeLEOSTEI.^ — ACANTHQPTERYGII. 

1.— TriglidflB. 

The fishes oE this family are all repulsively ugly. They have an 
elongate and but slightly compressed body, covered with ctenoid 
scales, and a lar^e head in which the suborbital bones, which are 
broad, unite with the proeopcrcular so as to form an osseous plate 
in the malar region. The pectoral fins are large, and provided 
with a few detached rays, which perform the function of tactile 
organs ; the ventral fins are situate on the breast. These fishes are 
extremely voracious. 

The most interesting type is the Synanceia termed by the Creoles 
of Reunion Crapaud de mfir, and by those of Mauritius Laffe. In 
Java it is called IkanSatan (Devil-fish), and in Tahiti Noku. It is 
distributed throughout almost all the warmer regions of the Indian 
and Pacific Oceans, and is found in Cochin-China and Now Caledonia. 

It is never taken in the open sea, but only among the fringing 
reefs, where it lives constantly concealed in holes or buried in the 
sand. It does not come out except to make a sudden dart at prey 
passing within its reach. When irritated it does not eject venom ; 
for the latter to be expelled one has either to press hard upon the 
poison-sacs, after pushing back with the fingers the itiembranes 
covering the dorsal defensive armature, or the naked foot must be 
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placed on the back of the fish. The wound is very painful, and is 
accompanied by a series of alarming symptoms, which sometimes 
terminate fatally : fishermen are coneequently much afraid of it. 

There are a large number of species of this fish, peculiar to 
different regions. Synmiceia brachio (fig. 101), the largest specimens 
of which attain the length of 45 cm,, is the most common form in 
the Tropical Pacific. 




Fig. 101,— Spuaneeia brachio, var. verrucosa. (Alter S&vtscbe&ko.) 



The spiny rays of the dorsal fin of Synaneeia are sharp-pointed, 
stout in the middle, and provided on each side with a small canal 
hollowed out in the thickness of the spine. Towards the middle of 
the latter there is attached a little double sac, or kind of closed pouch, 
which, on being compressed, allows the venom to escape in a thin 
jet which flows into the grooves of the spine. The expulsion of the 
venom is therefore not a voluntary act on the part of the fish ; in 
order that it shall take place, pressure must be applied to the sacs in 
which it is contained. 

This venom, when extracted from the glands, is limpid, bluish, 
and slightly acid. When introduced into the tissues, it produces very 
acute local pain, which extends throughout the affected limb. The 
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pain in excruciating, and sufferers have been observed to become 
actually df.lirious, striking and biting those around them, throwing 
ihmntmWeH from side to side, and beseeching that the limb should be 
cut off; some of them have amputated the injured part themselves. 

This condition is accompanied by considerable anxiety, and by 
attacks of leipothymia and sometimes of syncope. In some cases 
syncope has been followed by death ; in others serious phlegmons, 
complicated by septicaamia, supervene. The inoculated spot be- 
comes bluish, and then sphacelates over a larger or smaller area. 
These gangrenous wounds heal very slowly, more especially since 
they are usually produced on the sole of the foot (Bottard). 

A single drop of the venom is sufficient to kill frogs in about 
three hours. 



M-> 



FlR. I0i,—0ottu9 tcorpim {S«a ScorptoQ). (After S&TlschaQleo.} 



Th« iftuiUM Cotius, which also belongs to the family Triglid^, 
InoliiddK Noino forty venomous species found in the seas of the 
iiiirU)»Mr> hf*riii«r|jlH!re, in I'^lurope, Asia, and America. 

Ijj l''miH3(t tlu< Kpocies of Coitus are generally called chahots 
(UullluiattH nr miltcr'H thumba), chahoisBenux (sea-scorpions), or 
iummni^muA. Th(?y are abundant on the coast of Normandy, 
AnrI Konid iti thoiii {river bullheadB) live in fresh water; they 
do not exceed Li'j cm. in length. They have a liking for holes 
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in rocks, and fishermen are afraid of being stnng by them 
{6g. 102). 

Their poison-apparatus resembles that of the Weevers, but is 
leas developed. It is situated in the culs-de-sac formed by the 
opercular spines. The culs-de-aac are lined with cells which pro- 
duce a toxic secretion only duiing the spawning season, from 
November to the end of January. This fact explains how it is that 
the specieB of Cottus are declared by certain fishermen to be very 
venomous, while others say that they are absolutely harmless. 

The genera Scoifcena, Picrois and Pehr also belong to the 
same group. 



V' 



Fig. 108.— Soorpcsna (frandieomii (Cwibbaan Sea), (After Savtscbenko.) 



In Scot'pcBJta the body is clothed with scales, and the head is 
large, slightly compressed, armed with spines, and has a bare pit 
behind ; the single dorsal fm is provided with eleven spiny rays, 
and there are seven branch iostegal rays. Smrpmm gmndicornif» 
(fig. 103), found in the Caribbean Sea, is from 30 to 50 cm. in 
length, and has the back red and the eyes and belly yellow ; 
ScQrptBna diabolus (fig. 104), which occurs in the Indian Ocean 
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aod Tropical Pacific, is red and brown, obliquely striped with 
white and brown ; b, third species, Scorptena porcus [Scorjihie 
truie)^ of smaller size, is met with in the Mediterranean. 
The venom of the latter has been studied by A. Briot,' who 
sectioned the dorsal and opercular spines, and macerated them 
either in physiological saline solution, or in glycerine ; he then 
tested the toxicity of these macerations on certain animals — 
frogs, rabbits, and rats. 



Fjg, 104' — Scoffpcmtk diabohi$ (Indian and Paeiflo Oceaua), (After Savtficfaonko.) 



The frogs alone exhibited, as the result of subcutaneous injec- 
tion into a limb, slight transient paralysis. No effect was found 
to be produced by the venom when injected intravenously into 
the rabbit, or subcutaneously into the rat. 

The poison-apparatus of Scorptsna is situated in the spiny rays 
of the dorsal and anal fins, These rays are enveloped in the inter- 
radial membrane, which forms a sheath for them, and are scored 
with a doable cannelure. At the bottom of these grooves are the 



' CompUa rendttt de la Sociiii de Biologic^ 1004, p. 666. 
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The pairs attached to the second anal spine are, as the direct result 
of the size of the latter, more developed than those of the other 
spines. 

In the Rascasse, the opercular spines of which are greatly 
developed, there is a rudiment of a poison -apparatus at the bot- 
tom of the sheath formed by the skin of the gills. 

The species of Pierots (fig. 105) are distinguished from those of 
Scorpeena by their dorsal fins, the rays of which are very long and-i 
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Fig. 106, — Pclor filamentosum {Family TrU}lida>, M&uritias). 



curved backwards, above the membrane by which they are united. 
They are found in the Indian and Equatorial Pacific Oceans, and ai?e 
very beautiful in colour, varying from reddish-brown to bright rose. 

The poison-apparatus of these fishes is situated in the dorsal fin, 
and is precisely similar to that of Scorpmna. 

The species of Pelor (fig» 106) present greater resemblance ta 
tbostf of Sytianceia, owing to their heads being crushed in in front. 
Their eyes stand up above the head and are very close together, 
which helps to give them an extremely ugly appearance. The skin 
is soft and spongy, and bristles with jagged fleshy shreds. 
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Their poison-apparatus is placed in the dorsal fins, as in the case 
of Scorpmna and Pterois. 

2. — Traohinidsa. 

Genus Trachinus (Weevers). — Four species of Wee vers are 
found ill European seas: the G-reater Weever {Trackinus draco), 
the Lesser Weever (T. vipera), the Striped-headed Weever (T. 
radiattts)^ and the Mediterranean Spider Weever (T. amnens) ; 
other species are met with on the coast of Chile. 

Weevers possess two sets of poison-apparatus, one of which is 
situated on the operculum, the other at the base of the spines of 
the dorsal fin (fig, 107). 
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Fig. 107, — Tradtintia vipera (Lessor Wyovcr). 

The 8pioe BurmountiQg the operculum exhibits a double can- 
nelure connected with a conical cavity excavated in the thickness of 
the base of the opercular bone. This spine is covered with a sheath, 
beneath which lie the secreting cells. The gland is an oflEshoot from 
the skin, and appears as a simple follicle invagiuated in the opercular 
bone (fig. iUb). 

The dorsal apparatus is composed of from five to seven spines, to 
which the inter-radial membrane forms an adherent sheath which 
extends almost to the end of the rays. Each spine exhibits a deep 
double cannelure. The venom flows between the layer of cells cloth- 
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ing the caunel tires and the skin, which is distended to allow it to 
pass. 

Towards the base of the spine, the edges of the Gannelure are 
united, and form a hollow, bony cone, the walls of which are lined 
with the ceils that Becrete the toxic 6uid. 

Greater Weevei'S are 
usually from 12 to 30 cm. in 
length, and of a reddish or 
yellowish 'grey colour, with 
blue or violet spots. They 
are caught in trawis and are 
fairly common on sandy 
bottoms. In the month of 
June they approach the shore 
for the purpose of spawning. 
The venom of the Weaver 
has formed the subject of 
interesting studies by Gun- 
ther, Gresain,' Bottard, 
Phisalix,' and more recently 
by Kobert' and A, Briot.^ 

In order to procure suffi- 
cient quantities of it for ex- 
perimeatal purposes, Briot 
cuts off the venomous spines and the surrounding tissue with a pair 
of scissors ; be then pounds the whole in a mortar, and mixes the 
pulp with pure glycerine. After filtration through paper* a toxic 
solution is obtained, which does not deteriorate by keeping, and is 
neutral to litmus. 
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Fig. 106. — ^.Operculum and opercular spine 
of tha Lesser Wee%'er {Tra€}dntts vijiera) ; ar, 
articulnr surface of tbe operculum ; c. op, hofly 
of tbe opercular epine ; can, canal of the 
spine ; s, space occupied by tbe poiaou -gland, 
B, SpiQi^ belonging to the first dorsal flu ; can, 
efferent poiaou -canal in tbe epiDe. 



' Thhe Farit, 1884. 

* Bulletin du Museum d'hittoirc ruiturcUe. 1S09, 

* *' Giftft«che utiil Fisehgifte," Vftrtriine im Roatocker Fi*ch(frvefvin, 1002, and 
Die mtdisinirche Wnt;hen»i:hri/i, 1902, 

' CompieM rcnduM dc la Socirte fir liioloffie, October '25 and NovuiiilKrr H, 1002, 
imd June*2I, 1904 ; Jfiumal de Fhy»iolotjit\ March, lUOJJ. 
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A few drops of this liquid are sufficient to kill guinea-pigs, which, 
immediately after receiving an injectioQ in the thigh, exhibit paralysis 
ol the leg with tetanic convulsions ; twenty-four hours later an 
eschar is formed, and death supervenes on the second or third day. 

Two or three drops, introduced into the marginal vein of the ear 
of a rabbit, cause death from asphyxia in from four to ten minutes. 
The heart continues to heat for a fairly long time after respiration 
has entirely ceased ; the blood is not coagulated. 

The toxicity of this venom is completely destroyed by beating it 
to 100^ C, by chloride of lime, and by chloride of gold. Anti- 
venomoue serum prepared from horses vaccinated against cobra- 
venom has absolutely no effect upon it in vitro. There ifi therefore 
no athnity between this venom and that of snakes. 

Weever- venom dissolves the red corpuscles of the horse in the 
presence of normal heated horse-semm, but does not dissolve them 
in the presence of fresh serum. The non-heated serum, therefore, as 
I have shown with reference to the action of cobra-venom on the 
blood, contains a natural antibeemolysin. 

Briot succeeded in vaccinating rabbits by accustoming them to 
the venom, and in obtaining from them a serum capable of neutral- 
ising the latter in vitro, and of immunising fresh rabbits against 
doses several times lethal, even when injected intravenously. 

According to Gressin, the following phenomena are produced in 
man as the result of Weever-stings : — 

" At first there is felt an excruciating, shooting, paralysing 
pain, which, in the case of nervous persons, may cause attacks of 
leipothymia ending in syncope. A kind of painful formication next 
pervades the injured limb, which becomes swollen and inflamed, 
and may even, if treatment be neglected, form the starting point 
of a gangrenous pblegmon. 

'* This condition is frequently accompanied by certsiin general 
phenomena — such as fever, delirium, and bilious vomiting, the 
duration of which is variable, since they may only last for two or 
three hours, or may continue for several days. Fishermen rightly 
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coneider this variability to depend upon the amount of venom that 
has penetrated into the wound, and especially upon the season 
at which the accident takes place. The most serious results are 
recorded during the spawning season, and fishermen regard the 
Lesser "Weever as being the naore poiBonoiis." 

3.— Gobiida. 

In the fishes belonging to this family the body is elongated and 
depressed, while the spines in the anterior dorsal fin and in the 
ventral fins are slender, flexible, and seldom very solid. The ventral 
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Fio. IQQ.—CatiUmjfmta Ij/ra {DtAgonbt or Skulpin. Family OobiUla). 

fins are inserted on the breast or on the throat, and are either 
separated or united together in the shape of a funnel. Tbe akin is 
naked or covered with large scales, and the mouth is furnished with 
teeth. The males are distinguished by the presence of a long 
genital papilla. These fishes are carnivorous. 

Several species of venomous QobUdes are met with on the shores 
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of France and in the tropical zone, Tbe most important of these 
belong to the »enus Callionytnus (C. hclennuSf C, lacertus, C. viilsus, 
and C. It/ra—^g. 109). 

The Dragonet or Skulpin {Calliomjmus lyra), which is common 
on the coast of Calvados, may attain the length of 30 cm. In 
France it is popularly known as tbe Domei, Dragonuety LaimndU're, 
Cornaud, or Capouri. Its colours are very vivid, orange and deep 
lilac. 

In this fish tbe praeopercular bone ends in three strong, conical, 
and very sharp points, diverging like tbe prongs of a trident. The 
upper margin of the opercalar bone bears another point, which is 
directed upwards. 

The akin of the gills forms a common sheath for this defensive 
arinattire, and the base of tbe sheath is prolonged into two culs-de- 
sac, the surface of which is clothed, during the spawning season, 
with cylindrical cells, tbe secretion of which is poisonoas. 

This venom, which is small in amount, does not appear to have 
any marked effect upon man (Bottard). 



4.— TeuthldidiB. 

This family of Acanthopterygii includes several species of bril- 
liantly colomred fishes with elongated and laterally compressed 
bodies, provided with a Jong dorsal fin, and having, on each side of 
tbe tail, a sharp spine placed in front of the anal fin. They are 
herbivorous, and are confined to tbe tropical seas. 

The principal genera are: Teutkis (India), Acanthurus (Tropical 
Atlantic), Prionurus (Japan), and Naseus {Red Sea and Indian 
Ocean). The fisbermeu of Keunioa are much afraid of the wounds 
inflicted by Acanthurus luridus, which they call Marguerite Pore or 
Grande Marguerite, A sting from this fish causes a very acutd 
smarting pain, which may last for several hours, but usually has no 
serious consequences. 

The poison-apparatus of these fishes is situated in the dorsal and 
anal fiins, as in Scorpitna. 
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in wait for their prey at the bottom of the water io the mud 
of the shore. In order to attract it, they make use of cutaneous 
appendages attached to their spines, which they are able to ele- 
vate, and of filaments situated near the mouth. 

The principal genua is Lophius, one species of which, L.sett-gerus 
(fig. 11*2), h found in the seae of China and Japan, Another species, 
L. piscatorim (the Sea Devil or Angler), occurs in the temperate 
climates of Europe, North America, Asia and Africa. 

Certain other Acanikoptert/gii are capable of inflicting wounds^ 
but, although fishermen often beheve them to be venomous, or such 




FlO. 119. — Sarantu ouatabiU. (Altar SavUcbenlco.) 



properties are frequently attributed to them in stories, it is doubt- 
ful whether they possess poison -glands. The accidents produced j 
by them are due rather to the fact that the spines in their fing 
are extremely sharp, and that their flesh is toxic. Those belonging 
to the PercidfB (the Perch family), especially the genus Serramis 
and S, ouatibili (fig. 113) in particular, are above all remarkablaj 
in this respect. The last-mentioned fish has two or three spine 
on its operculum. 

The same may be said of certain Squamipinnes, another family' 
of AcanthoptertfQii^ whose stout botlies are brightly coloured, and! 
have very sharp, spiny rays in their dorsal and anal fins. Tho' 





FtG. IIL—Holacanthia impcrator (Indian Ocean and MilAy Arohij»6lago). 
[After Savt-HcheDko.) 



B. — Teleostei, — ^Plectognathi. 

The Order Plectognaihl ^F'amily Gymnodantcs) includes the 
geaera Diodo?i, Tctrodon and Triodon, globular fishes, in whicb 
tbe jaw is transformed into a beak and furnished with a sharp 
dentary plate. Their oeaophagiia is dilated into a resonant air- 
pouch. When removed from the water they swallow air and 
dilate the pouch, and the expulsion of this air is accompanied 
by a loud noise. 

Several species of Tetrodon are armed with spines, which pro- 
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The majority of the very large number of species belonging to this 
family live in fresh water^ and have the free margin of the lips 
almost always furnished with barbules {Siiunt^ glanis ; Gg. 119). 
A few of them possess a poison-apparatus, which, however, attains 
its greatest development in Phtosus, the only genus of Silupidse 
found exclusively in the sea. 

The species of Piotosm frequent the shores of the Indian Ocean, 
and are met with in the Seychelles, Reunion, and Mamdtius. In 
shape they resemble eels, and they bury themselves in the sand or 
mud, a habit which renders them very dangerous to flehermen. 
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Pia. llO.—Siiurus glania (RivefB of Central and Eaaterii Europe). 



Phtosus UneatuSf which is of a greenish-brown colour, striped 
with from foar to six Jongitudinal whitish bands, is the most 
common. By the Creoles of Mauritius and Reunion it is called 
Machoiran, by the Malays Sambilattg, and by the Abyssinians 
Koomai. 

Its poison-apparatus is situated at the base of the dorsal and 
pectoral spines. These spines are strong, sharp, slightly incurved, 
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and futnighed with hooked denticiilations, which cause thera to 
remain in the wound, in which tbey hreak off. Near their extremity 
there opens a small canal, which communicates with the culs-de-aac 
situated at the base of the spiny rays, which produce a venomous 
secretion. The dorsal spine has only a single cul-de-sac, while the 
pectoral spines have two. 

The contraction of the local muscles, by compressing theae cula- 
de-sac, can cause the venom to make its way into the canal of the 
spine, but the fluid does not spurt forth in a jet as in the case of 
Si/nanccia, The poison-apparatus is therefore |>assively defensive in 
character. Plotusus is capable of wounding only when the hand 
or foot is placed ou its dorsal or pectoral spines. 

Fishermen who are stung immediately feel an excruciating pain, 
which is soon accompanied by fever, and lasts for several days. 
Accidents caused by this fish are of fairly common occurrence in 
Bdunion. 

2. — Ifursenidee. 

Of the Bshes belonging to this family, the species of the genus 
Murmna alone concern us. They have an elongated body, without 
pectoral fins, and a naked skin, covered with a thick layer of viscid 
slime, as in the case of the eels. Their dentition is powerful, formed 
of long, recurved fangs, arranged in one or more rows. These fishes 
may attain a large size, exceeding 2 metres in length. More 
than one hundred species ai'e known, all of which live in tropical or 
subtropical seas. Mttrmna hehna is common in the Mediterranean 
in the vicinity of Nice and Toulon ; Af. tnoringa (fig. 120) is found 
in the Tropical Atlantic. 

The species of Murmna live in deep water, and feed upon fishes or 
crustaceans. In hot countries they frequently venture into fresh 
water. Their skins are adorned with brightly coloured markings, 
which vary very greatly according to the species. 

The poison-t4)paratus in Munena consists of a pouch situated 
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above the membrane of the palate, which may contain -^ c.c- 
of venom, and three or four conical, curved teeth, with the convex 
surface in front, as in the fatigs of enakee. The teeth are not 
pierced by a central canal, and the venom flows between them and 
the raucous membrane of the palate, which forms a sheath. The 
latter is withdrawn to the base of the teeth, while they are pene- 
trating the tissues. The teeth are mobile ; they are articulated 
with the palatine bone, in which they are inserted in small depres- 
sions, and a resistant fibrous tissue serves as the means of union. 



FiQ. l^.~Mura-na titoriitga (Tropical Allan tioj. (Alter Savtschenko.) 



They can be deflexed backwards against the mucous membrane of 
the paiate ; in this position the first, second and fourth tooth (when 
the latter exists) disappear completely between the folds of the 
membrane. The third tooth normally remains erect, and it is this 
by which wounds must in most cases be inflicted. None of these 
teeth can be protruded beyond the vertical. 

In addititm to the palatine teeth there are, among the groups of 
maxillary teeth, several mobile teeth, which are connected with the 
poison-reservoir. 

Besides its toxic action the venom of Murmna has manifest 
digestive properties, and, in the case of a fish which has been dead for 
some little time the gland is no longer to be found, since its walla 
have undergone a rapid autodigestion. 
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The venoms of all the fishes of which I have just given a brief 
description, as regards their physiological action, present a fairly 
close resemblance to the venom of the Weever, and show scarcely 
any variation except in the intensity of their effects. They have 
been but little studied hitherto, and it is desirable that they should 
be better understood. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 
VJS^'OMS IN THE AXIMAL SERIES (continued), 

S.—BATRACHIANS. LIZARDS. MAMMALS. 

A . — Batraohians. 

By the ancients tlie venom of salamanders and toads was dreaded 
as much as tlie most terrible poisons. These animals, however, are 
not very formidable, since they are devoid of inoculatory organs ; 
their poison-apparatus is localised exclusively in the parotids and 
the skin. It is represented simply by more or less confluent glands 
in the form of sacs, secretin;^ a viscid mucus, which has a nauseous 
odour and is highly toxic, even to animals of Large size. 

The salamander belongs to the Order Urodela, which is charac- 
terised by the persistence of the tail. Its body is heavy and thick- 
set, and the Hanks and the .sides of the tail exhibit a series of 
glandular crypts, which secrete venom. 

" The mucus which flows from the mouth, and resembles milk, 
eats away human hair," wrote Pliny ; " the spot moistened by it loses 
its colour, which subsequently returns. Of all venomous aniiuals 
the salamander is the most terrible ; it is capable of annihilating 
whole naticms by poisoning the vegetation over a vast area. When 
the salamander climbs a tree all its fruit is poisoned, and those who 
eat of it die as surely as if they had taken aconite. Moreover, if 
bread be baked with wood touched by the animal, it is dangerous, 
and may occasion serious disorders. If the naked foot be defiled 
with the saliva of this creature;, the beard and hair soon fall out. 
Sextius says that a salamander, preserved in honey, after the 
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removal ot the entrails, head, and limbs, acts as a stimulant if takea 
intenially." 

In aacient Ronle, and also in Mediasval France, it was believed 
that the most furious fire could be extinguished simply by contact 
with one of these animals ; charlatans sold the inoffensive sala- 
mander, which, if cast into the most terrible conflagratioi], waa 
bound, they declared, to arrest its disastrous progress ! 

The explanation of this superstition is furnished by Dumeril, 
who writes : "On being placed in the middle ot burning charcoal, 
these victims of so cruel a curiosity, when put to the test, instantly 
allowed to exude from the many pores with which their skins are 
riddled a slimy humonr, suihcientty abundant to form a viscid layer 
over that part of the glowing charcoal with which the animals were 
in contact. Since this surface, being no longer exposed to the 
air, immediately became quite black, it was supposed to be ex- 
tinguished ; hut the salamanders sustained such severe burns that 
they soon succumbed." ' 

The principal species of salantanders are : — 

Salmnandra atra {Black Salanmnder), which is found in the 
Alps and the mountains of Central Europe, close to the snow-line, 
and up to an altitude of 3,000 metres. 

Salamandra maculum {Spotted Salamander, fig. 121), distributed 
throughout almost the whole of Europe, and also found in North 
Africa, 

Triton crisiatus (Crested Newt), likewise common all over 
Europe, 

Tritoti viarmoratus (Marbled Newt, 6g. 122), which is met with 
in damp and dark places, in Portugal, Spain, South and Central 
France, and as far north as the Forest of Fontainebleau. 

Cryptobranchtia Japunicus (Great Japanese Salamander, fig. 
123), which often exceeds 1 metre in length, and has a clumsy 



* Brehiu (Snuvn^c'a tr&nslatjon), "Les MerveUleB de la Nttture— Reptilea et 





Fla. 133. — CtTiptobranchttt japotticus (Qr«ftt. Japfruese S&l&mander) 
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Zaleski' isolated from ft a substance soluble in alcohol, insoluble 
in ether, and with a very strong alkaline reaction, to which he gave 
the name salamajidarin. Thie substance, which is better known 
to-day aB mlamandrine, has been studied afresh by A. Dutartre,* 
Phisalix and Langlois,^ and subsequently by Edwin and S. Faust.* 

The action of this poison on the frog is characterised by a period 
of violent convulsions, with general tetanic crises, followed by a 
period of paralysis, with arrest of respiration and complete luascular 
relaxation. According to the quantity of poison absorbed, this 
paralytic period may be followed by death, with arrest of the heart 
in diastole, or else by return to life, with more or less acute 
recurrence of convulsions. 

S. Faust prepares salamandi-ine by poundinfr up whole sala- 
manders in a small quantity of physiological saline solution. The 
thick pulp obtained in this way is filtered. One cubic centimetre 
of the filtrate, taken bb a unit, contains about 5 decimilligmmines of 
active substance, which can be purified by treating the filtrate with 
alcohol, whi«h dissolves the salamandrine and precipitates all the 
pmteic BubstrtDces that give biuret reaction. The salamandrine 
thus freed from proteins is saturated with sulphuric or pbusphoric 
acid, when there is formed a crystallisahle salt, which is washed 
and dried. This salt is soluble in alcohol and in water. Its 
chemical composition is as follows ; — 

C-^-'H^'Ae^O' + H'SO^' 

The toxicity of this substance is such that from 7 to 9 deci- 
milligrammes per kilogrannne represent the lethal dose for do^s ^ 
when injected subcutaneously. The lethal dose for the rabbit ii 



' Hoppe-Seyler'H "Med.-cheDi. Uniersuchungen," Berlin. 1866. 

* CompUt remiuf de rAiademif dm Scimeear April 1, 1889. and January 29 
1890, 

i Ibid., IHJKI, 

* " Beitrngc /ur Ki?tiiitni»s des SaltiiutiLndririr)»» imd Saliuua,adeniJkaloide." 
Archiv, /, ej-i>efinit'ntfili; Patholoffie und Phamiakohgifi Bd. xlL, 1808, p, 219 
and Bd. xliii., 1900, p. 84, 
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still smaller. It produces convtilsive phenomena, foiUiwt'tl by Mnmi 
of respiration. The administration of chloral to the naMeet* ot 
the experiment, either preventively or immediately iiftrr tho mimu 
prevents the latter from taking effect. iJe»idai '^^'^a nA fft rt 
B. Faast has isolated a second alkaloid, mlanuindridiru, whieli« m 
a sulphate, corresponds to the formula (C'H'^AxO)'-!- H'HO*, cryiUi- 
Uses in rhombic prisms, and is soluble with difficulty in wstef 
The only difference between the two alkftloida ui ItfrtMd li/* ^ 
methylpyridic group, and both are derivaliiw of ^oolfOir, Thet 



must therefore be considered as identicd 
vegetable alkaloids. 

3. Faust concludes from his physiologioil 
salamandrine takes effect upon the centraJ aei 
ally upon the respiratory centres. It jg 
poison, comparable to picrotoxin, but its eiSeeto 
of the latter substance in that the convnlsiooi nn 
tetanic spasms. 

The venom of the Japanese Salani" ' 
japonicm) has formed the subject of studi. , ;,, , ,^.^| 
investigator has shov?n that this venom, which m kddMf m 
water and in glycerine, is very unstable ; alcohol aa4 ^ 
twenty minutes at 60" C. are sufficient to dotatf M. 
inoculated into frogs it produces oedema and 
injected into warm-blooded animals it causen accm^ 
ciently strong doses it kills by arresting respiralioB^ 
strongly resemble those produced by Vipebixe vq 
venom, if attenuated by being heated at 50' C, taj j 
mammals, vaccinates them and leads to the fornaii 
blood of antitoxic substances, which are capable «f 
intoxication by salamander- venom, and, curiously « 
confer immunity against viper-venom and the 
common snake. 

' Comptt* rendu* de Ui Socicte de Biologie, 1897, [ip. Ttf m» 
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Toads are easy to distinguish from frogs owing to their squat 
and clamsy shape, and to the mass of glands with inrhich each 
side of the neck and a more or less extensive portion of the body is 
famished in these animals. According to 6. A. Bonlenger, the 
number of known species amounts to seventy-six, which are fonnd 
in the Old and New Worlds, but have no representatives in 
Australia. The species that are the most common, and most 
interesting from the point of view of their venoms, are : — 

The Common Toad (Bufo vulgaris), in which the skin, which is 
very tliick and rugose, i.s covered on the back with large rounded 
tubercles with reddish summits. This species is a great destroyer 
of insects, and, as such, is very useful to agriculturists. 

The Natter-Jack iBiifo calamita), in which the digits are 
palmate at the base. When irritated it contracts its skin and covers 
itself with a white frothy exudation, which gives off an odour of 
burnt powder. 

The Green Toad (Bu/o viridis), which is especially abundant in 
Southern Kuropo, the Levant, and North Africa. 

The Musical Toad (Bufo musicus), a species distributed through- 
out North Anuirica as far south as Mexico, and in which the back is 
covered with pointed c(;nical tubercles resembling spines. 

The J^rown JV'lolmtes (Pclohates fuscus), common in the neigh- 
l)ourho()d of I'aris, the skin of which is almost entirely smooth. 
Althouj,'h it appfuirs to bo nearly d(\stitute of glands, this animal 
secretes a v(!ry active vcaioni, which has a penetrating odour and 
kills mice in a fttw minutes, producing vomiting, convulsions, and 
tetanic spasms of tlu; muscles. 

The toxicity of the venom of toads was long ago demonstrated 
by the experiments of (iratiolet and Cloez.^ It is manifest only in 
the case of small anin)a]s, and in man merely produces slight 
inllammation of the nmcous membranes, especially of the con- 
junctiva. 

I • Comptcit rcnduH dr VAcadi'mic den Sciencen, April 21, 1861, and May, 1862 
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That this venom preserves its toxic properties for more than a 
year in the dry state was shown by Vulpian, and satisfactory 
studies of its composition and physiological action have been made 
by Fomara,' G. Calmels,^ Phisalix and Bertrand,' Schultz,* 
Proscher,* and S. Faust.^ 

Toad-venom was prepared by Phisalix and Bertrand in the 
following manner : Holding the head of one of these batrachians 
under water, they expressed the contents of the parotid glands with 
the fingers or with a pair of forceps. They repeated the same 
operation with a second, and then with a third toad, until they had 
sufficiently impregnated the water, which serves to dissolve the 
venom. In this way they obtained an opalescent, acid liquid, which 
they filtered with a Chamberland candle under a pressure of from 
four to five atmospheres. There remained on the filter a yellowish 
substance, with a highly acid reaction and partly soluble in ether 
and chloroform, while there passed through the pores a clear, 
reddish, and slightly acid liquid, which on being evaporated left 
behind a greyish-white precipitate. This precipitate was separated 
by filtration, washed in water, and redissolved in absolute alcohol 
or chloroform. The albuminoid matters were thus separated, and 
the liquid, after being rendered limpid by filtration, was evaporated 
away. The substance obtained in this way represents one of the 
two active principles of the venom. It acts on the heart of the 
frog, and arrests it in systole. It assumes the appearance of a 
transparent resin, the composition of which roughly corresponds 
to the formula C^^H^^O". It is the bufotalin of Phisalix and 
Bertrand, and is probably identical with that obtained by S. Faust, 



' Journal de Therapeutique, 1877, p. 929. 

* Comptes rendus de VAcademie des Sciences, February 25, 1884. 
' Archives de Physiologie, 1898, p. 511. 

* Archiv fiir mikroskopische Anatomic, Bd. ii., 1889, p. 57. 

^ " Zur Kenntniss des Krotengiftes," Hofm. Beitrdge, Bd. i., 1901, p. 575. 
« " Ueber Bufonin und Bufotalin," Leipzig, 1902 ; and Archiv fUr experimen- 
tale Patlwlogie und Phartnakologie, December, 1902. 



820 VENOMS 

the formula of which, according to the latter author, is said to be 

Bufotalin is readily soluble in alcohol, chloroform, acetone, 
acetate of ethyl, and acetic acid. When water is added to a 
solution of it in alcohol it is precipitated, giving a white emulsion, 
which has a very bitter taste. 

From the aqueous extract whence the bufotalin has been 
separated, it is possible to separate a second poison, which acts 
on the nervous system and causes paralysis. In order to obtain 
it in a pure state, the extract is treated with alcohol at 96^ C, 
filtered and distilled ; the residue dissolved in water is defaecated 
with subacetate of lead and sulphuretted hydrogen. The solution 
thus obtained is successively exhausted with chloroform to extract 
the cardiac poison, and with ether, which removes almost the 
whole of the acetic acid. The second neurotoxic principle, called 
hufotenin, remains in the residue of the solution after being 
evaporated in vacuo. 

Toad-venom, therefore, contains two principal toxic substances : 
bufotalin, which is of a resinoid nature, soluble in alcohol, but 
scarcely soluble in water, and is the cardiac poison ; and bufotenin^ 
which is readily soluble in those two solvents, and is the 7ieuro- 
toxic poison} 

Proscher, on the other hand, has extracted from the skins of 
toads a hsemolytic substance, termed by him phrynolysin, which 
possesses all the properties of a true toxin and is not dialysable. 
It is obtained by pounding the skins with glass powder in physio- 
logical serum. 

Phrynolysin dissolves the red corpuscles of the sheep very 
rapidly, and (in order of sensitiveness) those of the goat, rabbit, 
dog, ox, fowl, and guinea-pig. The red corpuscles of the pigeon, 
frog, and toad are scarcely affected. When heated at 56° C. it 



' "Rapports des venins avec la biologie g^n^rale," Revue genirale de» 
Sciences, December 80, 1908. 
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loses its properties. By tlie ordinary methods of immunisation 
it is possible to obtain a very active antilysin. 

There is, therefore, a very close analogy between the venoms 
of toads and salamanders. These highly complex gubstances are 
composed of mixtures of poisons, some of which are in all 
i*espects analogous to the vegetable alkaloids, while others are 
closely related to the microbic toxins and snake-venoms. 

In the spawning season the cutaneous glands of the male toad 
are gorged with venom, while those of the female are empty. 
Phisalix' has shown that at this period the venom of the female 
is accumulated in the egfjs, which, if extracted from the abdomen 
at the moment of ovi position and dried in vaciWt give off in 
chloroform a product that has all the toxic properties of cutaneous 
venom (hufotalin and bufotenin). No trace of this poison is to be 
found in the tadpoles. 

B.— Lizards. 

The Oi'der Lacehtilia includes only a single venomous species, 
which belongs to the family Lacertidm, and is known as the 
Helodertn {Helodenna horridum, flg. 124). It is a kind of large 
lizard, with the head and body covered with small yellow tubercles 
on a chestnut-brown ground. It sometimes exceeds a metre in 
length, and its habitat is confined to the warm belt extending 
from the western slope of the Cordilleras of the Andes to the 
Pacific. It is met with especially in the vicinity of Tehuanfcepec, 
where it inspires the natives with very great dread. It is a slow- 
moving animal, and lives in dry places on the edges of woods. 
Its body exhales a strong, nauseous odour ; when it is irritated, 
there escapes from its jaws a whitish, sticky slime, secreted by 
its highly developed .salivary glands. Its food consists of small 
animals. Its bite is popularly supposed to be extremely noxious, 
but, aa a rule, the wound, though painful at first, heals rapidly. 



CompteB rffndut de VAcad^mie den iS<*t*nfM, December 14, 1903. 
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Sumichrast caused a fowl to be bitten in the wing by a young 
individual, wbicb had not taken any food for a long time. After 
a few minutes the parts adjacent to the wound assumed a violet 
hue ; the bird's feathers were ruffled ; a convulsive trembling 
seized its entire body, and it soon sank to the ground. At the 
end of about half an hour it lay stretched out as though dead, 
and from its half-open beak there Howed a saaguinolent saliva. 
There was no movement to give any sign of life, except that 
from time to time a slight sbiver passed through the hinder part 






Fid. 124. — Helod^rma ht»rridttm. 



of its body. After two hours, life seemed gradually to return, 
and the bird picked itself up and crouched on the ground, without^ 
however, standing upright, and still keeping its eyes clqaed, It 
remained thus for nearly twelve hours, at the end of which time 
it once more collapsed, and expired. 

A large cat which Bumichrast caused to be bitten in the hind 
leg did not die, but irumediately after being bitten the leg swelled 
considerably, and for several hours the cat continued to mew in 
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a way that showed that it was suffering acute pain. It was 
unable to 8tand» and remained stretched oat on the same spot 
for a whole day, unable to get up, and completely stupefied. 

Interesting observations on the Heloderm have been made by 
J, Van Denburgh and O, B. Wight. The saliva of this lizard was 
found to be highly toxic at certain times, and harmless at others. 
When injected subcutaneously it produces various effects, such as 
miction, deftecation, and abundant salivation, with accelerated 
respiration followed by vomiting. The animal drinks with avidity, 
and remains lying down, in a very depressed condition. Death 
finally supervenes, from arrest of respiration and also of the heart's 
action. The poison likewise acts upon the arterial tension, which 
falls very rapidly and very markedly. The sensory nerves are also 
attacked ; irritability is at first increased, then diminished, and at 
last entirety lost. These changes take place from behind forwards, 
and from the periphery to the centre. The coagulability of the 
blood is at first intensified and then lessened, as when acted upon 
by ViPERiNE venom (H. Coupin).^ 



C— Mammals. 



The only mammal that can be considered to be provided with 
a poison-apparatns belongs to the Order Moitoircmata, and is known 
as the Duck-billed Platypus (Ontithorhyttchus pamdoxuf! or O. 
undtinusi, fig. 12.S). The head of this animal is furnished with 
a kind of flat duck's bill, armed with two horny teeth in the upper 
jaw, while the body, which is covered with dense fur, resembles that 
of a beaver. The tail is broad and flat ; the legs are short, and the 
feet are providod with five toes, armed with strong claws and webbed. 

This aingnlar animal is found only in Australia and Tasmania. 
It lives in burrows, near watercourses, entered by holes which it 
digs in the bank, one above, the other on the water-level. It spends 
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much of its time in the water, imci feeds upon worms and small 
tisbes, 

In the males the hind feet are artned with a spur, having an 
orifice at the extremity. At the will of the animal, there is dis- 
ciiarged from this spur a venomous h'quid secreted by a gland, 
which lies alonfj the thigh, aLid is in communication with the spur 
by means of a wide subcutaneous duct (Patrick Hill).' 

It has often been proved in Australia that this liquid, when 
inoculated by the puncture of the spur, may give rise to oedema 
and more or less intense general malaise. Interesting details with 
reference to the effects produced by this secretion have been 
published by C. J, Martin, in collaboration with Frank Tid swell.* 






Fro. 12B.—OmWtCThync1iU8 paradoxus. (After Clans,} 

When a dose greater than 2 centigrammes of dry extract of the 
venom of Ornithorht/Hchus is injected intravenously into the rabbit, 
it produces phenomena of intoxication analogous to those observed 
after inoculation with ViFEurNE venoms. Death supervenes in 
from twenty-five to thirty minutes, and at the autopsy hffi>inorrhagic 
patches are found beneath the endocardium of the left ventricle. 

This venom has been studied afresh in iny laboratory by Noc, 



' " On the Omithorhyjivhatf jmrado^ruitt Hs Yenotnous Spur and General 
Stnioture," Trann. Linn, Si>i-., 1W22, p. 622. 

» "Observfttiona on the Ftiuor'al Olancl of Oi-nithorhipnehiisand its Secretion ; " 
Prof. Linn. Soc. Nru> Soiit!) Wnlfs, voL ix., .Tulv, 1B94. 

* "'Note Bur Iti secnHion venimenfie de V Orn tthorhyttehtt* jtarado^m,*' Cotnptea 
rendua de la Socii'it^ de Bhlotfte, March 12, 1904. 
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thanks to the acquisitian of a small supply kindly forwarded to me 
by C. J, Martii), Noc proved that it possesses tn intro eertaiti 
properties of snake- venoms ; like the venoni of Lackcslfi laHceoiaiiis^ 
it induces coagulation in citrate-, oxalate-, chloridate-, and tiiiorate- 
plasmas. Heating at 80° C. destroys this coagulant power. 

Contrary, however, to what is found in the case of the venoms 
of Vipera and Laohesis, the secretion of Orniihorhynchiis is devoid 
of hiEiuolytic and proteolytic properties. 

Lastly, its toxicity ia very alight, at least five thousand times 
leas than that of the venoms of Australian snakes. A mouse is not 
even killed by 5 centigrammes of dry extract, and in the case of 
the guinea-pig 10 centigrammes only produce a slight painful 
cedema. 

It has been remarked that the volume and structure of the 
poison-gland exhibit variations according to the season of the year 
at which it ia observed. It is therefore possible that these 
variations also affect the toxicity of the secretion (Spicer).' 

By certain authors the poison of Otnithorhyuckus is considered 
to be a defensive secretion of the males, which becomes especially 
active in the breeding season, and this hypothesis is plausible. 
In any case it would seem that as a venom the secretion is but very 
slightly nocuous. 

It will have been seen from the papers quoted above that the 
chemical nature and physiology of the various venoiuB, other than 
those of snakes, are as yet little trnderstood and need further 
investigation. 

The main outlines of this vast subject have scarcely been traced, 
and the study offers a field of interesting investigations, in which 
the workers of the futnre will l>e able to reap an ample harvest of 
discoveries, pregnant with results for biological science. 



' '* On the Effects of Wovinds InHicteJ bv the Spun) of the Plutifjiut," 
Pfoceedinga of the liot/at Hocieti/ of Ttiamilnifi^ IHIA. 
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PART V. 

DOCUMENTS. 

I. — A FEW Notes and Observations relating to Bites op 
Poisonous Snakes Treated by Antivbnomous Serum 
Therapeutics. 

A. — Naja tripudians (India and Indo-Obina). 

I. — Case published by A. Beveridge, M.B., CM., Surgeon S. 
Coorg Medical Fund {British Medical Journal, December 23, 1899, 
p. 1732). 

" A strong coolie, aged 26, was bitten by a cobra on the right 
ankle, just above the internal malleolus. He was brought to the 
surgery about one hour after being bitten, in a state of comatose 
collapse. The pulse was rapid, and the surface of the body cold. 
He was given an injection of 10 c.c. of Calmette's antivenene deeply 
into the right flank. He was kept under observation : the paresis 
and insensibility were very marked. On visiting him some hours 
afterwards I found he could walk without assistance, but staggered, 
and complained of weakness and pains in both legs. Next morning 
he was much improved, the paresis gradually wore off, and the 
pulse steadily gained strength. The patient returned to work four 
days later, quite recovered. 

"A few days previously a coolie had died after being bitten 
by a snake under the same conditions, but without having been 
treated. Occurrences like these point to the necessity that every 
Government or private dispensary should be supplied with anti- 
venene, which is certainly the best remedy for snake-bite available.'* 
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11.^ — Case I'eportetl by Robert J. ABhton, M.B., KaBchwa 
Medical Mission, Mirzapnr (NAV.P.). 

" A coolie, aged 27, was bitten in the rigbt foot by a cobra at 
5.30 a.m., on September Ifi, 1900. Half an hour later 10 c.c. of 
an ti venomous serum were injected subcutaneously into the left 
forearm. The patient experienced great pain in the foot, torpor, 
and great weakness, Kecovery, without complications." 

Ill, — Case reported by Dr. Simond (Saigon). 

" Nguyen-Van-Tranc, an Annamese, aged 25, employed in the 
Botanical Gardens at Saigon, was bitten at 10.30 a.m., on 
March 11, 1899, by a cobra which had escaped from its cage. The 
bite was ir] Dieted on the palmar surface of the index finger of the 
right hand, and the fangs had penetrated deeply. 

" This native, to whom a sensible comrade had applied a ligature 
round the wrist, was brought to the Pasteur In.stitute three hours 
later. He was drowsy, with drooping eyelids ; his speech was 
difficult and almost unintelligible. Deglutition was impossible, 
and ingnrgitftted liquids caused vomiting. The hand was greatly 
swollen at the seat of the bile, and the oedema extended to the 
forearm. There was partial anesthesia of the skin. As soon aft 
the patient arrived, I gave a single injection, beneath the skin of 
the flank, of three doses of serum, that is, 30 c,c. In the evening 
I again injected 10 c.c. of serum. At 10 p.m. the general condition 
of the patient seemed to be imtproving. Next morning he was less 
depressed, spoke more easily, and was able to swallow. Convales- 
cence began from this moment : the codetna and numbness of the 
hand and arm, however, persiKt<jd for sttveral days. 

*' Uecovety was complete on March 20. I have no doubt that 
in this very serious case the an ti venomous serum preserved the life 
of the patient, since his condition was desperate when I saw him. 

'* This is tiie second instance within four months of the success- 
ful treatment of snake-bites at Saigon by Calmette's serum. In the 
former case two natives were bitten by the same animal. One of 
them, who permitted the injection of serum, which was performed 
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by Dr. Sartre, recovered ; the other, who refused it, died within 
twenty-four hours." 

IV. — Case reported by the Fathers of the Ehurda-Mariapur 
Mission (India). 

"At 1 p.m., on October 31, 1905, a woman, aged 35, who had been 
bitten by a cobra, was brought to us from Khurda. After being 
at our dispensary for about an hour she became drowsy ; she paid 
no attention to anything that was said to her, and merely replied 
that she felt sick. We thereupon injected 10 c.c. of seruiu. The 
woman did not even appear to feel the prick when the needle was 
driven into her calf. Immediately after this was done she dozed 
and went to sleep. The pulse was feeble, and the entire body cold. 
We were disposed to give a second injection, but, since we had 
only two bottles left, we hesitated to sacrifice one of them. At 
last, after sleeping for about half an hour, the woman awoke of her 
own accord, sat up, and began to recover her senses. Bodily heat 
returned almost immediately, and a few moments later the patient 
asked to be allowed to go home ; she was, however, kept at the 
dispensary. In the evening she continued to complain of headache, 
but on the following day she was able to walk, and was quite well." 

V. — Case reported by l)v. Bran (Saigon). 

" Nliuong, an Annamese agriculturist, on passing through a piece 
of waste ground beside the barracks, at about 5.30 a.m. on Sunday, 
September il, felt himself suddenly hitten behind the right knee* 
He caught a glimpse of a large blackish snake, with all the charac- 
teristics of a cobra, including the raised head and dilated hood, 
gliding hurrit^dly away, but was unable to overtake it. 

" The seat of the l)ite merely showed two small blackish 
punctures. The part soon b(K;anie painfully swollen, and the patient 
began to feel giddy. Other natives came to his help; he was lifted 
into a Malabar cart and brought to the ^lilitary Hospital, whence 
he was sent to my house, where he arrived about a quarter past six. 

"I entered the vehicle, and imnuidiately drove with the patient 
to the Pasteur Institute. The only treatment that he had received 
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was a ligature round the middle of the right tliijL,'li. The lower 
leg was enormoasly swollen, and the BWelling was not stopped by 
the slight barrier formed by the ligature, but had already extended 
to the base of the limb. 

"The patient lay stretched out between the two seftts of the 
vehicle, with head thrown back and eye-balls turned up and ghastly. 
His skin and extremities were cold, and his pulse was scarcely 
perceptible. In order not to lose time, he was not even taken up 
to the first floor of the Institute, but was carried to an inoculating 
table. He was then made to swallow black coffee and rum, and 
was given an injection of as much as six doses of aritivenomous 
serum, which had jnst been received from the Pasteur Institute at 
Lille, 

" Under the stimulus of tiiis injection, somewhat drastic 1 admit, 
an absolute resurrection took place in the sick man. Tlie pulse 
became strong and bounding, bodily heat returned, and, although 
the swelling did not at once diminish, its progressive extension 
seemed to be sharply arrested, while the pain was also greatly 
lessened. The patient was able to sit up without asdstance, and 
relate the incidents of his misadventure. 

" In a few minutes time I thought it possible to have him taken 
to the Choquan Hospital, the Director of which Institution, First- 
class Surgeon-Major Angier, has been good enough to furnish me 
with a note of the subsequent history of this case. 

"•The Annamese Nbuong, who entered the Choquan Hospital 
on September 11, suffering from snake-bite, waa discharged on 
September 20. 

" ' On admission, heat and puihness were observed in the calf 
and thigh. Slight dyspnoea, severe fever, tendency to coma. 
September 12, temperature 38", 39'2° C. September 13, tempera- 
ture 37 '3\ 37-6' C. September 17, temperature 36 &, 37^ C, 

" *0n discharge, slight oedema and pufiiness in the region of the 
bite. Geneml condition good/ " 

VI. -Case recorded by Dr. Robert Miller, Bengal-Nagpur Rail- 
way Company {Advocate of India, Bombay, Januaiy 15, 1902). 
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" On the evening of October 23 I was called to a coolie woman, 
who had been bitten by a large cobra about 7 o'clock ; some two 
hours had already elapsed since the accident. The woman was, 
so to speak, moribund, unconscious, and sufifering from paralysis 
of the throat, after having exhibited all the characteristic symptoms 
of poisoning by cobra-venom. I immediately injected 10 c.c. of 
Calmette's serum, without any hope of a successful result, however, 
so desperate did the condition of the patient appear. The effect 
of the serum was marvellous ; fifteen minutes later she regained 
consciousness. I gave a fresh injection of 10 c.c, and three hours 
after the first the patient was out of danger. Dr. Sen, my assistant- 
surgeon, was present. I have forwarded a note of this case to 
Dr. L. Rogers, Professor of Pathology at the Calcutta Medical 
College." 

VII.— Case recorded by Captain II. A. L. Howell, R.A.M.C. 
{British Medical Jumna}, January '25, 1902). 

" Shortly bolbre 1 p.m. on November 17, 1901, Lance-Corporal 
(I., Koyal Scots, was l)itten on tlie right forefinger by a snake. On 
being brought to hospital, Assistant-Surgeon Raymond tied a tight 
ligature round the finger, scarified the wound, and applied a strong 
solution of calcium chloride. On my arrival I found the patient 
apparently quite well, and not at all alarmed. As I could get no 
information as to tli(; nature of tlio snake. I injected into the 
patient's flank at 4. MO p.m. '.\ c.c. of Calmette's serum, and sent for 
till' snakii, which was the property of one of the men in barracks. 
The snake was brought to me just l)efore () p.m., and I found it to 
be a cobra about .'U feet long, of th(; pale-coloured variety that 
natives call Jiralnnini cobra. I at once injected 7 c.c. of Calmette's 
serum into the other (lank. The patient thus received one full 
do.se of serum. The ligature was removed from the finger, which 
was swollen iind very painful. 

" Up to half an hour after the l)ite the patient, a healthy and 
powerful num. presented no abnornuil symptoms : pulse, respira- 
tion, pupils, temperature, and general appearance, all were normal. 
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His pulse and respiration began to increase in frequency, and the 
pulse became very compressible, but quite regular. After the first 
injection of serum his temperature was 98' F., pulse full, high 
tension, regular, 88, and respirations greatly increased in frequency. 
He now became very drowsy, and had to be roused when the second 
injection of serum was given. Soon after this the patient's general 
condition and pulse improved. . . . He had complete loss of 
sensation in the bitten finger, in the part terminal to the site of 
the puncture, for some days. . , . The injection of Calmette's 
serum gave rise to no local reaction, and caused no pain. It did 
not affect the temperature, but was followed in half an hour by 
perspiration, which was very profuse four hours after the injection, 

. . . The patient made a complete recovery, . . . The 
serum used in this case was fresh, having been prepared at Lille 
in July, 1901." 

VIII. — Note of case treated by Major Bennie, R.A.M.C., trans- 
mitted by M. Klobukowski, French Consul-General at Calcutta, 
Heptember 5, 1B99 :^- 

" A remarkable cure effected by Major Kennie, by means of 
Calmette's method, has just taken place at Meerut. Since the 
introduction of this remedy three years ago, its efficacy has been 
abundantly proved, but the present case is especially interesting, 
since it seems to show that the serum can be successfully employed 
even in cases apparently desperate. The well-known symptoms 
of poisoning by cobra-venom were already so advanced that the 
patient^ who was insensible, was kept alive by artificial respiration 
m order to give time for the serum to be absorbed and to take effect. 

" The truth of the above statements is attested by six doctors, 
and is also vouched for by the Commissioner and Magistrate ol 
the military cantonment, who, although not medical men, have, 
nevertheless, had long experience of Indian matters." 

IX. — Case recorded by Binode Bihari Ghosal, Assistant- Surgeon, 
Jauf^ipur (*' A Case of Snake-bite [Cobra*?].— Recovery," Indian 
Medical Gazette, January, 1905, p. IH). 
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"While fastening her door about 10 o'clock one night a Hinda 
woman was bitten by a cobra in tbe left foot, aboot 1 ineb abo\ 
tbe nietatarso-pbftlangeal joints of the second and third ioe&K 
About ten minutes after the bite natives applied three strong 
ligatures, one above the ankle, one below, and one above tba 
knee-joint. Four hours later ' Fowl ' treatment was applied, which 
it appears gives marvellous results. The author arrived about] 
nine hours after the accident, during the * Fowl ' treatment, for- 
which nineteen chickens had already been sacrificed. In spite o£ 
this the patient was pulseless (no radial pulse — the brachial pulse 
was thready and flickering) ; respiration about six per minute* An 
injection o! strychnine improved her condition for a few luiuutee. 
When the incision, which had been made over the bite, was 
crucially enlarged, large quantities ot dark blood were withdra-wn 
by cupping. In spite of this the patient's condition grew worse, 
and her respiration fell to three a minute ; she then received an 
injection of 10 c.c. of CaimetLe's serum in tbe left buttock. The 
pulse immediately became stronger, and respiration increased to 
ten per minute. About half an hour after the first, a fresh injection 
of 10 c,c. of serum was given in the same place. Within five 
minutes the appearance of the patient, who had seemed to be 
dying, became normal. The pulse grew stronger, and respiration 
was about fifteen per minute. One hour after the injections the 
patient was practically cured. ' 

'*The 'Fowl' treatment consists in applying directly to tbe 
wound, after tbe latter has been slightly enlarged by means of an 
incision, the anal apertures of living fowls, from which the stir- 
rounding feathers have been removed. The fowl immediately 
becomes drowsy, its eyes blink, and its head falls on its breast witli ' 
the beak open, after which the bird rapidly succumbs. Twenty 
fowls had been employed in the present case, but in vain." (Tbe 
author does not appear to have troubled himself to ascertain 
whether the fowls were really dead, or had merely fallen into 
a hypnotic condition.) 
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X.— Case reported by Major G. Lamb, I.M.B., Plague Research 
Laboratory, Parel, Bombay, October IB, 1000. 

" Ten days ago I was bitten by a large cobra, from which I was 
collecting venom. I had only some very old serum in the labora- 
tory, but I immediately gave myself an injection of IB c.c. Three 
hours after being bitten f felt faint, my legs became paralysed, 
and I was seized with vomiting. In the meantime, fresh serum 
had been obtained at a chemist's, and I received an injection of 
10 c.c. The symptoms improved very rapidly, and an hour later 
I felt perfectly well. I applied no local treatment, relying 
altogether upon the serum." 

XI. — Case reported by Dr. Angler, of Pnom-Penh (Cambodia). 

"At 11,30 one night in April, 1901, His Majesty, the second 
King of Cambodia brought to me in a carriage one of his 
wives who, when crossing the courtyard of the palace at about 
8 o'clock, was bitten by a snake, which she said was a cobra (in 
Cambodian Povek), 

'*Tlie bite was situated in the lower third of the leg, in front 
of the internal malleolus. The patient complained continually ; 
she was suffering greatly from the leg, which was swollen as high 
as the knee. Great lassitude. An injection of 10 c.c. of anti- 
venomous serum was given, half in the leg and half in the flank. 
The wound was washed, squeezed and dressed. Twenty minutes 
later the pain had ceased, and the patient went away, feeling 
nothing more than a .slight dulness in the injured limb." 



B. — Naja haje (Tropical Afiicft). 

XIL — Cases reported by Dr. P. Lamy, of the Houdaitle 
Expedition. 

" Lamina, a Senegalese, bitten on the outside of the left thigh, 
on February IH, 18y8. Treated with seram. Recovery. 

"Momo Bolabine, bitten in the heel on April 20, 1H9S. Ten c.c. 
of Bemm. Recovery." 
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XIII. — Case reported by Dr. Deschamps, of Thite (Senegml). 

" In the month of October, 1898, I was called to a native, i 
local constable, who had jast been bitten by a Naja. The Onol(^ 
of Senegal are mach afraid of the bites of this reptile, sinoe thev 
are generally fatal. In this case the man had been bitten in the 
forehead by a snake, which was coiled op in his bed, as he was 
placing his head on the pillow. Being in the dark, he got np 
greatly frightened, lit a candle, and saw the snake glide from his 
bed and escape through the half -open door. I arrived a few 
minutes after the accident; the constable already felt very weak, 
and complained of nausea and of pains in the head and back of 
the neck. In the middle region of the forehead I foond two 
adjacent wounds, around which the tissues were oedematoos. I 
washed the wounds with a solution of permanganate of potash 
and had a telegram sent to St. Louis asking for antivenomons 
serum. Half an hour after the bite, the patient was seized with 
vomiting and cold sweats. At C a.m. on the following day there 
was considerable (cdema of the face and dyspnoea, while the pulse 
was small and intermittent. The patient, who had not slept, was 
dull and deprossed. He vomited a little milk which I tried to 
make liim take. Forty hours after the bite the patient, who 
was already paralysed, became comato.se ; the face and neck were 
enormously swoll(;n. The dyspntca had increased ; it was difficult 
to hear the respiratory munuur; the pulse was thready, slow, and 
int«;rniittent ; the skin was cold ; the temperature, taken in the 
axilla, was 'J5H'' C. At this moment the serum asked for arrived 
from St. Louis. I injected into the buttock the only dose that 
I possessed, 10 c.c. The coma persisted throughout the evening 
and during part of the night ; at G a.m. on the following day, 
fourteen hours after the injection, the patient awoke and said 
that h<! felt quite well. The (edema of the face and neck had 
diminished, that of thti eyelids had disappeared. Three days 
later tlu; constable returned to duty." 

XIV.- ('ast! reported by Professors H. P. Keatenje and A. 
Kuller (Cairo). 
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" A girl named Hamida, aged 13, while picking cotton on 
October 1, 1806, at Gbizeh, near Cairo, was bitten in the 
left forearm by a large Egyptian cobra, which measured 3 feet 
in lentrth. She ci'ied out, and her brother and others who were 
working with ber ran up. She was brought to hospital by the 
police at 7 p.m. in a state of complete collapse. She was almost 
cold, with upturned eyeballs and imperceptible pulse. The 
forearm had been bandaged with a dirty cloth, and the entire 
arm was covered with a thick layer of Nile mud (a fa%'ourite 
remedy among the Fellahin). Above the wrist two deep punctures 
were clearly visible, evidently corresponding to the fangs of the 
reptile. The patient, whose condition seemed absolutely desperate, 
had no longer any reflexes ; she was completely insensible ; the 
moderately dilated ptipiU scarcely reacted at all to luminous 
impressions. Dr. Ruffer injected, with the customary antiseptic 
precautions, '20 c.c. of Calmette's atiti venomous eenmi beneath the 
skin of the abdomen. The child gave a groan while this was 
being done ; this was at 7,30 p.m. At 11 o'clock at night her 
condition improved ; the pulse was 140, and bodily heat returned ; 
the patient replied to questions that were put to her. A second 
injection of 10 c.c. of serum was given in the flank- She slept 
for the remainder of the night, and passed her water four times 
under her. At 8 a.m. on October 8 she appeared to be out of 
danger. She took food, and dozed throughout the day. On the 
9th she was convalescent. There were no complications resulting 
from the injection, neither eruptions nor pains in the joints." 

XV. — Case reported by Dr. Maclaud, of Konakry (French 
Guinea) . 

"At 7.30 p.m., on June '22, 1896, there was brought to the 
Konakry Hospital a native soldier, named Demba, who had just 
been bitten by a snake. This man, who was employed in the 
bakery, was stacking firewood, when he felt an extremely acute 
pain m the left foot; simultaneously he saw a large snake making 
off: he succeeded in killing it, and found it to be a black Naja. 
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After having applied a stout ligature to the limb, the injured 
man hastened to the hospital, where, immediately afterwards, ht; 
fell into a condition verging on coma. The body was bathed 
with cold sweat; the temperature was subnormal ; the pulse, 
which was small and thready, was 140. There was difficulty in 
breathing, and severe vomiting. At intervals the patient was 
aroused by spasms, and excruciating pains in the injured limb, 
which e.xhibited considerable oedema above and below the ligature. 
Tendency to asphyxia. I washed the wounds with 1 per cent. 
solution of permanganate of potash, and injected a dose of anti- 
venomous serum into the subcutaneous cellular tissue of the left 
flank. In view of the severity of the symptoms I gave two other 
injections of serum, an injection of 3 c.c, followed by one of 2 c.c. 
The patient dozed all night. Next day the general symptoms had 
entirely disjippeared. Two days hiter Demba returned to duty." 



C— Bungarus fasoiatus. 

XVI. — (.'ase reported by Surgeon-Captain Jay Gould (Now- 
gong, Central India, British Medical Journal, October 10, 1896, 
p. 1()'20). 

"On Juno 11, Iis9(), a punkah coolie was bitten on the dorsum 
of the left foot, bctweeM the second iind third toes. He had only 
the distinct mark of an incisoi-, a very slight prick, with a stain 
of blood which marked the spot. Within ten minutes we had 
inj(icted '20 c.e. of Calmettc's s<^rum into the abdominal wall, after 
which W(; made a local injection of a 1 in 00 solution of hyper- 
chlorite of ealeiuni. Two hours after the inji^ction the temperature 
was subnormal, the pulse full and slow. Twelve hours later the 
patient was perfectly well and walking about. 

" The snake was a Bungarus, full grown, measuring '28 inches. 
I'nfortunattily the syces killed it: it died the very moment I 
arrived, so that I was unable to test its virulence." 




D.— Bungarue osBruleus. 

XVII,— Case reported by Major S. J. Rennie^E.A.M.C, Meerut, 
N.W.P., India. 

** A twelve-year old Hindu boy, named Moraddy, was brought to 
me at 6 p.m., on July 10, in a semt-comatose condition, with 

comniencing paralysis of the respiratory muscles. I was told that 
tliG child was sleeping on the {ground, whon he was bitten in the 
left hand. He immediately felt very great pain and giddinesB, and 
his arm began to swell. Two small woands were clearly visible, 
corresponding to the marks of the faogs of a krait, or Bunfform 
cmndem. 

" The child had salivation, and ptosis of both eyelids. Respira- 
tion was dilhcult, and deglutition hupossible; the pulse was 110 and 
dicrotic. The patient's breathing was of an abdominal character ; 
the surface of the budy was covered with cold sweat. The child 
soon became lethai-gic and collapsed ; his condition appeared 
absolutely desperate, I gave a subcutaneous injection of 12 c.c. 
of autivcnomous serum, aud commenced artificial respiration, which 
I continued for half an hour )□ order to give the senim time to Uika 
effect. In forty-eight hours the symptoms gradually disappeared, 
and the child became quite well. Diplopia of the left eye persisted 
for a few days, but this ako entirely passed away. 

" This case shows that, iu Calmette'a antivenouiouB sernm, wc 
have a very powerful remedy against snake-bites, which may take 
effect even in desperate cases. It further proves that the serum 
will keep for a very lung time, even when exposed to all the vicissi- 
tudes of the Indian climate , for the serum employed by me had 
been in my possession for nearly four years." 



E.— Sepedon hsemachatea (Berg-Adder). 

XVIII.— Case reported by Mr, W. A. G. Fox. Table Mountain, 
Cape of Good Hope. 

" On February i), 1808, 1 wab suuimoued to tbe Town Councils 
22 
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Gamp to treat a native who had been bitten by a berg-adder in the 
left leg, just below the knee. I immediately injected a dose oi 
Calmette's antivenomous serum in the left flank, and the wounds 
were washed. The injection was given two and a quarter houn 
after the accident. The patient was already very ill when I saw 
him, and I have no doubt that, without the antivenomous seixun, 
he would have died. 

" On the following day he had recovered, and I saw him agaizi 
three months later ; since then he has not experienced anv 
functional trouble." 



F.— HydrophiidfiB (Sea-SmJces). 

XIX. — Case recorded by Mr. H. W. Peal, Indian Museum, 
Calcutta {Indian Medical Gazette, July, 1903, p. 276). 

"On April 1, 1908, at 7. MO p.m., a man was bitten at Dhamra 
in Orissa, l>y a sea-suake wliich had been caught in a fishing net. 
He was not brought to nic until 2.30 the next day, vsrhen he was 
in a state of collapse, semi-unconscious, and unable to speak, with 
eyes dull and almost closed. Tiio bite was on the third finger of 
the left liiind, just ul)0vc the? first joint. The finger was swollen 
tensf. and stiff. I gave the man an injection of 5 c.c. of autivenene 
ten minutes after he was brought to me. Three or four minutes 
after the injection tlie man with some assistance was able to sit 
up, and said he i'olt nauch better. He complained of great pain at 
tlu; back of the nock and also in the linnbar region. He was able 
to speak fairly coherently after a little time. His eyes were brighter 
and lie seemed to be aroused from his lethargy. 

" I had about one hundred living sea-snakes with me, belonging 
to th«! three genera Enhijdrina, llijdnis, and Distira. He identified 
Enhydrina vnlakadicn as being the snake which bit him ; so did 
th<'. men who were with him. The snake was said to be about 
:\h to 4 feet long. 

'• The antivenene did the man so much good, that he himself 
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asked me to give him a second mjectlon. This I gave him at 
2.25 p.m. (5 c.c). 

'* Bate on bottle used, May 8, lOOO, 

" The pains in the joints had clisappeared on the second injection 
(which was given in opposite flank). At 5 o'clock the man walked 
away with assistance. He was quite well a couple of hours 
after the second injection, and when I saw him again on May 8 
he was in perfect health." 

G. — European Vipers (Pelias berus aod Vtpera aspis), 

XX. — Case published by Dr. Marchand, of des Montils, Loir-et- 
Cher {Anjou medical, August, 1897). 

" About 11 a.m., on Friday, July 23, Jules Bellier, aged *2fi, was 
mowing in a damp spot, when he was bitten in the heel by a large 
viper {Vipera berus). The bite, which was deep, was situated on 
the outside of the foot, 1 cm- behind the raalleokis and 3 cm. above 
the plantar margin ; at this point there were two punctures in the 
skin, 1 cm. apart. Directly after the accident the patient left bis 
work, tied his hankerchief tightly round the lower third of his leg, 
made the wound bleed, and came to me with all speed, hopping on 
one foot for about a kilometre. When 1 saw him scarcely twenty 
minutes had elapsed since the accident ; his general appearance was 
altered, and his pulse rapid. The patient had vomited twice j he 
complained of pains in the head, and of general weakness, and 
' was afraid,' he said, * of fainting.' The foot and leg were painfuJ 
under pressure; a slight tumefaction was visible in the peri- 
malleolar region, around the bites, which bled a httle. Forthwith, 
after washing the wound freely with a solution of permanganate 
of potash, I injected 10 c.c. of Calmette's serum into the antero- 
exterual region of the middle part of the thigh ; then I enveloped 
the leg in a damp antiseptic dressing as high as the knee. The 
patient breathed more freely and plucked up his spirits. After 
lying down for quarter of an hour he went home on foot (he lives a 
bundled yards from my house). 
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" In the evening I saw my patient again. He was in bed, with a 
temperature of 372° C. ; pulse CO ; no malaise, no headache, no 
further vomiting ; he had taken a little soup, and a small qaantit) 
of alcoholic infusion of lime-tree flowers. He complained of hi! 
leg, which was swollen as high as the knee ; the pain was greatei 
in the calf than at the malleolus. I applied a damp bandage 
The patient had a good night, and slept for several hours, but stil 
had pain in the leg. On the following morning, July 24, I founc 
him cheerful, with no fever, and hungry. Around the bite thi 
cedenia had become considerable, and had extended to an equa 
degree as high as the instep ; the calf and thigh were swollen, bni 
to a much less extent. I gave a second injection of 10 c.c. of anti 
venomous serum in the cellular tissue of the abdominal wall. Th< 
day was good ; indeed, the patient had no fever at any time ; the 
spots at which the injections were made were but very sli'ghtlj 
sensitive on pressure. In the evening the general condition of the 
patient was satisfactory ; he complained most of his calf. Thinking 
that a contraction was possible, due to his having hopped along 
quickly on one leg after the accident, I ordered him a bath. 

" On July 25, the second day after he was bitten, the oiih 
symptom still exhibited by the patient was a somewhat consider- 
iible luuount of a.'dcnia in the pori-uialleolar region and lower third 
of the h'g. This codcnia was slowly and gradually absorbed on the 
following days. 

*' licmarkfi. — (J) At this season of the year viper-bites are both 
freciuent and dangerous in this district of the Loir-et-Cher. A year 
never passes without several cases occurring, and it has very often 
happened that deaths have had to be recorded in spite of the most 
careful treatment. 

" (2) The therapeutic ell'ect of Calmette's serum was rapid and 
clhcacious ; the injections did not cause any pain or febrile reaction. 

" (vV) The tijdcnia resulting from the bite was a long time in being 
absoibtd ; this, iniletd, \nus the only rtmarkable bymptom after the 
injection of the serum," 
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XXL— Case recorded by Dr, D, Paterne, of Blois {Anjon nrndkalt 
September, 1897). 

'* My confrere and friend Dr. Marcband (des Montils) published 
in last month's Anjou medical an interesting case of viper-bite, 
cured by Cabiiette's seruru. May I send you particulars of anotber 
case, which can only increase the interest of the one that you have 
already puhhshed ? The facts are as follows : — 

" Leon Bertre, aged 55, living at 17, Rue du Puits-Chatel, Blois, 
professes to be a snake-charmer, and really catches and destroy a 
large numbers of dangerous reptiles in the vietuity of Blois. 

" On Sunday, the 30tb of last May, he went among the rocks of 
the Chaussee 8aint-Victor on his favourite quest, and soon returned 
with ten large female vipers, and amused himself by exhibiting 
them to a group of interested spectators in an inn. A dog came up 
and began to bark. Bertre, whose attention was momentarily 
distracted, ceased to fix his gaze on the vipers, one of which, being 
no longer under the influence of its fascination, bit him on the 
back of the right hand, between the metacarpals of the thumb and 
index-finger. (I here reproduce the account of the occurrence aa I 
received it from the snake-charmer's own lips.) Bertre immedi- 
ately felt an acute pain ; his hand swelled up almost suddenly, and, 
since he was perfectly aware of the seriousness of what had 
happened, he ran with all speed in the direction of my con- 
suiting-room. The unfortunate man, however, bad hardly gone 
200 metres, when be fell insensible on the highway. Tie was 
l>rought to me, and Dr. Moreau, of Paris, locum tenenfi for Dr. 
Fermnd, of Blois, who was away, rendered first aid. He washed 
the wound, dressed it with percbloride of mercury, and injected 
10 c.c. of Calmette's serum into the right flank. The accident 
took place a little before 5 p.m., and the injection was given about 
6 o'clock. 

" Dr. Moreau, who was interested in the case, asked me to 
take chai'ge of it, which I gladly consented to do. The patient's 
general condition was very grave, since he remained two days and 
two nights without regaining consciousness. 
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"On Tuesday, June 1, about 11 o'clock. Dr. Moreaa gave a 
second injection of 20 c.c. Considering the conditiou of the patient, 
we hardly hoped for a successful result. To oar great surprise, 
however, the patient regained consciousness about 3 p.m., and the 
improvement progressed rapidly." 

XXII. — Case recorded by Dr. Thuau, of Bauge (Anjou medical, 
September, 1897;. 

" X., a young man of Volandry, a parish 10 kilometres from 
Bau<(t', was bitten in the heel at 10 a.m. on the 6th of last August, 
by an aspic, about oO cm. in length, while engaged in harvest- 
ing. He at once had himself taken to Bauge, knowing that 
there was an anti venomous serum dispensary there, and about noon 
hft arrived at the hou-e of my confrere and friend Dr. Boell. The 
latter, in view of the grave symptoms exhibited by the patient 
^nausea, vertigo almost amoimtiiig to syncope, pain in the chest, 
profuse sweating, ko, gave hiin. with all the customary precau- 
tions, a tirst injection of 10 c.o. of Calmette's serum in the flank. 
Aftor almoin half an liour, since the alarnnng SNiuptoms did not 
jipi^frar to iliniinisli, h-.- diil not hesitate to give a second injection of 
10 c.c, and then had him rsent t-^ tho Baugt' Civil Hospital, where 
\i>: caiiKr undt r my raro about 3 p.m. I then found that this 
yi^un;i man hal bjt.n l^iitcn in the li-fi foot, a little below the 
frxtornal malkolii?, midv.ay Ixiwoen liie latter and the plantar 
marfjin. Tin- snala-'s fan^rs had poneirated rather deeply : the two 
liitjt.- wounds wcav abjui a crntinit-trt' apart. About this time 
th«- I'atient exptricncod great relief, and his general condition 
continued rapidly t<» improve. The axillary temperature was 
87V C. 

'"Locally the patient eom[>iainod of somewhat acute pain in the 
entire foit ; the latter was purple and greatly swollen, and the 
swelling had atlVctrd the whole of the lower leg and extended to 
a little above the knee. 1 made a slight incision in the region of 
th<^ two woun-js cau>td l\v iho bite, made the place bleed a little, 
and wished it with a "Solution of permanganate of potash, advising 
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that tbe dreaaing shotiM be changed several times a day. In the 
evening the temperature was 87' C., find never varied again from 
the normal until recovery was complete on August *2.5, 

" The two injections of antivenomous serum did not produce any 
painful or inflammatory reaction." 

XXIIL — Case reported by Dr. Clamouse, of Saint-Epain, 
Indre-et-Loire. 

"L^onie C, a servant at a farm, aged 19, bitten on June 1, ItlOO, 
by a red viper on the dorsal face of the left ring-finger. Somewhat 
serious symptoms of intoxication. In default of serum, injection of 
Lftbarraqiie's fluid, 1 in 12. Serum obtained from Tours was 
injected at 11 p.m. on June 2, thirty-eight hourg after the 
accident. 

"On the morning of June 3, very marked improvement. On 
June 7, fieneml condition excellent. Recovery." 

XXIV. — Case reported by Dr. G. Moreau, of Neung-sur-Beuvron, 
Loir-et-Cher. 

" A. B., aged 12, living at Villeny, in the canton of Neung- 
sur-Beuvron (Loir-et-Cher)j was bitten on June 23, 1900, on the 
left external malleolus. The parents contented themselves with 
applying a ligature above the wound, and did not bring the child 
to me until 12.15 p.m. 

"Tumefaction of the entire foot. Ecchymosis of the skin 
extending half-way up the leg. General condition excellent. I 
gave antisepticaliy an injection of 10 c.c. of anti venomous serum 
in the right flank, followed by a draught of acetate of ammonia 
and syrup of ether. Damp bandage applied to wound and swollen 
part. 

**I saw the child again on the following day. Generalised 
oedema and tumefaction of the bitten limb. Heart e.xcellent ; no 
vomiting, no fever. I again gave an injection of 20 c.c. of serum, 
and ordered a continuance of damp phenic dressings to be applied 
to the entire limb. Condition very good. 
^ '* On June 25, no fever at the time of my visit. Pulse irregular. 
^^ Ordered treatment to be continued. 
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" I did not see the patient for foar days, when I was summoned 
by telegram. I found that the child had fever, 39^ C. - Complete 
tumefaction of the left leg, abdomen, and trank, with eccfaymoaed 
patches. Prescribed quinine. Arhythmia of pulse and heart. 
Prescribed digitalis and Jaccoud's tonic. The febrile condition 
was due to congestion of the base of the right lung. I ordered 
cupping and sinapisms alternately. 

"I saw the child again two days later. The congestion still 
continued. Temperature dO"* C, but the general tumefaction 
showed a tendency to diminish. 

"On July 4 I again saw the child. Now only slight oedema. 
General condition very satisfactory. Temperature normal. The 
child was making rapid strides towards recovery. The leg was 
doing well, and the wound was almost healed. 

" Summary : A very serious bite and, above all, great delay in 
injecting serum (injection not given until four hours after the 
accident) ; unforos(>en complications in the lung, by which recovery 
was delayed." 

XXV. — Case njported by ^Fons. II. Moindrot, Assistant to Dr. 
Martol, of Saint-Ktienne (Loire). 

" Cliiudo L., agtnl 8, living at Uicamaric, was brought, on May 2G, 
11)04, to the Biilk'.vut^ irospital. TIk^ parents stated that about 10 
o'clock tl)o siinu^ morning, while playing near a stack of faggots the 
child was l)itten by a snako in i\n\ third finger of the right hand. 
Sinc^o the wound (tausod by tlic bite seemed to them of little import- 
anoe, thoy contented tlu^inselvcs with squeezing the injured finger in 
order to make it l)leed a little. A [c\\ moments later, however, the 
child began to complain of a feeling of distension in the region 
of the bite, caused by (cdcnia, which soon increased to an alarming 
extent. A doctor, who was called in, carefully washed the wound, 
applied an aseptic dressing, and at once sent the little sufferer to the 
Hospital. 

" On admission, enormous ccdema, including fingers, hand, entire 
right arm, cervical region on the same side, and the anterior 
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face of the thorax, nearly as far OpB the inner margin of the false 
ribs. This oodema yv&s not very painful, though fairly tense, 
yielding but slightly to pressure. In the affected region the skin 
was cold, of a dull livid colour, with a few ecchyraosed patches. 
In the bitten finger, a. small wound with no special characteristics. 

" General condition bad ; the child was unable to stand. He 
was indifferent to what was passing around him, merely groaniug 
a little when examined. The pulse was feeble, thin, and easily 
compressible ; it was also very irrey^ular. The extremities were 
cold. liuugs : nothing abnormal on auscultation, rapidly performed, 
it is true. liespiration, however, was distinctly accelerated, 30 
per minute. Temperature not taken on admissioD. No urine 
passed since the accident. 

" The patient's condition being so alarming, not to say desperate, 
we thought it almost useless to have recourse to Calmette's method, 
raore especially since at least seven hours had already elapsed since 
the child was bitten. Nevertheless we gave a hypodermic injection 
of 20 c.c. of Calraette's Bcjrum. At the same time the wound was 
crucially incised, and bathed with a 1 in 1,000 solution of permfin- 
p;anate of potash, after which a damp dressing was applied to the 
whole of the swollen limb. The patient was put to bed, and kept 
warm. He was given an ijijection of 50 centigrammes of caffeine, 
and liOO grammes of artificial serum. In the evening the tempera- 
ture was 30-8"' C. 

'* May 27. — Genera! condition more aatisfsictory ; pulse still weak, 
but less irregular. Persistence of dyspnoea, explained by a series 
of smfill nlles at the bases of both lung§. This morning the little 
patient passed his urine, about 200 grammes. He is more lively, 
and replies better to any questions addres&ed to him, 

" May 28. — The improvement cotitinueB ; the dyspnoea has almo&t 
entirely disappeared ; only a few rales are still heard at the extreme 
base. The pulse is stronger and remains regular. The secretion 
of urine gradually reappears. The temperature of the extremities 
has become normal. 
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" On Ma}' 29 and following days the oedema continaed to dim- 
inish, and had totally disappeared eight or ten days later. 

"Recovery was complete by about June 15. The child was 
discharged on June 23, 1904. 

"It seemed to us worth while to report this case, in order to 
emphasise the conclusion that forces itself upon ns, namely that 
in all cases of bites from poisonous snakes an injection of Calmette's 
scrum should bo given, without considering the efficacy of this 
therapeutic agent as being rendered doubtful by the length of time 
that may havo elapsed since the bite was inflicted. 

" In the present case, as we have seen, there yvsLS extensive 
intoxication, which had seriously afifected the functions of the 
various organs, sinoo we found cardiac arhythmia and pulmonary 
(t'doma, and that tho patient was threatened with collapse, algidity, 
hypolhormia. and anuria. Impregnation by the virus havin*' 
continued for seven hours, we might have felt ourselves justified, 
on tho one hand in meioly employing the proper means for the 
relief of tho general condition, on tho other hand in treating the 
local condition, without havmg rocouiso to the serotherapeutic 
method, that seems to us in this ease, in so far as it is permissible 
to make such a slatenient, to have boon the determining factor in 
th(.' recf)very.*' 

XXVT. — Case recorded hy lh\ Lapeyre, of Fontainebleau (from 
Ij'Aheilh' dc FontninrhlniH of June 'J7, 1902). 

*• >r. X., who arrived at Fontaineldoau on Sunday morning with 
a friend, kee]>s grass snakes at home, in Paris; he finds his hobby 
as good a means as any other to remind him of the forest and its 
charms. Human nature includes all kinds of tastes, so that this 
particular rnio need not ho further discussed. 

" Th(! journey, therefore, had a twofold object : firstly to spend 
a whole day in sunshine and in the open air, and secondly to 
catch grass snakes to add to tlio colh^ction. 

" On leaving tho train, our l^irisian walked up the Amelia Boad, 
and saw a snake under a rock. Never doubting that it was one 
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of the kind that he knew so well, to kneel down, pass his left 
ana into the bole, and seize the snake, was the work of a moment ; 
he quickly succeeded, even better than he intended, for instead of 
hi;B seizing a grass snake, the viper bit him so hard in the left 
forefinger, that he cotdd only make it let go by pulling it off with 
his other hand. Well knowing that he had been dangerously 
bitten, he went down to the Station Road to get the wound dressed, 
after which, thinking that all necessary precautions had been taken 
he retnrned to the forest, but soon felt nncorafortah[e. His arm 
and then his body swelled up, and he w^as seized with vomiting. 
It was time to go to Fontainebleau to seek medical assistance, for 
he had acute pain in the abdomen and stomach, bis tongue was 
swollen, and his body was turning black, 

" Accompanied by his friend he reached the town. His condi- 
tion becoming more serious every moment ; the injured man was 
carried into a hotel, where Dr. Ijapeyre administered injections of 
antivenomoua serum. After three hours — the same period as had 
elapsed between the accident and the first treatraeiit — the general 
condition of the patient, which had never ceased to be alarming, 
showed marked improvement. By the end of the day he appeared 
to be out of danger, and left for Paris on Tuesday evening, delighted 
at havirig got off so cheaply." 



H.— EchiB fiarinata. 

XXVII, — Case recordtjd by Lieutenant C. C. Muriaon, I. M.S. 
{Indian Medical Gazette, May, 1902, p. 171). 

*^ Q. W. fi.» a Mahomedan, aged about 12, was admitted into 
hospital on March 10, 1002, at 9,30 p.m., having been bitten by 
a snake on the dorsum of the right foot an hour and a half 
previously. The snake was killed by his sister, and was subse- 
quently identified at the Kesearch Laboratory, Bombay, as an 
Echis carinata (Phoorsa). 

" I saw the patient at about 9.45. The dorsum of the foot was 
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swollen, and the swelling extended above the ankle-joint. The 
knee reflexes were very exaggerated, and the boy was somewhat 
drowsy. Since he was gradually getting worse, I decided to inject 
5 c.c. of Calmette's autivenene. I got the hospital assistant under 
my supervision to inject it into the right calf, to cauterise the bite 
with silver nitrate, and to apply a 1 in 40 carbolic poultice. Very 
soon (fifteen minutes) after this the pain in the thigh, which had 
reached to the right groin, began to disappear. During the night 
the patient was very sleepy, and the attendants had ^reat difficaltj 
in keeping him awake. 

" Marcli 1± — This morning the patient is much better ; there 
is still considerable swelling of the foot, but the pain is much less. 
All other symptoms are gone." 

XXVIII. — Case reported by Surgeon - Captain Sutherland 
I.M.S., Saugor, (.'.P., India. 

Case of a woman l)itteu on the finger on July 22, 1898, by 
an Erhis carinatti. Tioatod six hours later with 10 c.c. of serum. 
JJceovi'iv. 

I.— Cerastes. 

XXIX. — Case roportrd by ]>r. >rondon, of Konakrj', French 
(iiiiiicii. 

"On l)<'C(Mnl)er '.», IsO-S. a Foiilah woman, eight months preg- 
nant, was colK'ctinj,' wood when she was l)itten in the heel, behind 
the internal niallcohis of the ri;:(ht foot, by a snake which, from the 
description j^'iven, inii;>t have been a Horned Viper. When I saw 
her, four hours after the accident, the whole of the lower leg was 
swollen and ]xunful. The swelling extended to the groin, and the 
l)atii'nt (;<jnj[)hiined of verti^'o and nausea. I immediately gave her 
an injection of 10 c.c. of anti venomous serum in the right flank, 
followed l)y a second injection at 10 p.m. Ten days later, with the 
Commandant of the riiltou, I saw her again at her village; she 
had no symptom of malaise, and the pregnancy was taking its 
normal course." 
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XXX. — Case of a bite from a Horned Viper reported by Dr. 
Mons, in charge of the Military Hospital of Laghouat, Algeria. 

" Mobamed ben Nauuri, a day labourer, aged 2(i, diiriug the 
summar catches Horned Vipers, which he stuffs and sells. 

" On August 3 a Cerastes, which he was holding down on the 
sand with a forked stick, disengaged itself and fastened on his 
hand. The snake was a large one, about f>0 cm. in length, 

" The accident happened at 6.30 ft.m., 6 kilometres from Lag- 
houat, and the man was bilten on the joint between the second 
and third phalanges of the third finger of the right hand. He 
applied a ligature to his wrist, and started to ruQ as fast as he 
could towaids the Military Hospital, where he arrived an hour 
later. 

"He was immediately given an injection of antivenomous aerum, 
in accordance with the instructions, and, around the bjte, live or 
six injections of permanganate of potash, 1 in 20. On the neict 
and following days» tense oadema of the arm and left side of the 
chest. Extensive purplish ecchymosis of the inner face of the 
arm ; no fever. The phenomena gradually diminished, and, on 
August 17, there was merely a trifling wound where the bite had 
been inflicted. The patient was discharged at his own request, 

"Like Dr. Marchand (des Montils), we can certify that the 
action of Calmette's serum was rapid aud efficacious. The injection 
did not cause any pain or febrile reaction." 

XXXI, — Case reported by Dr. Blin, of Dahomey. 

'* On March 5, 190G, native hospital attendant C, while gathering 
vegetables in the hospital garden, wa.s bitten iti the right hand 
by a Cerastes, The bite was inflicted in the tip of the index finger. 
Ten minutes later a ligature was applied to the base of the finger 
and another to the upper arm, and as soon as we saw the man, 
which was after the lapse of about an hour, he was given an 
injection of 10 c-c, of antivenomous serum. The patient com- 
plained of feeling cold and vomited. The axillary temperature 
was 3(3' 1 C ; the pulse was weak, irregular, and rapid. The 
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finger and hand were swollen. A few minntes later we gaye 
a second injection of serum. Until evening (the accident took 
place at 11 a.m.) the patient sufiFered from nausea, but sweating 
set in, and at 7 o'clock the temperature had risen to 36*7° C. The 
feeling of depression was much less. On the follo'wing day the 
symptoms had disappeared, and forty-eight hours afterwards the 
patient returned to duty." 

K.— Bitis arietans (Puff Adder). 

XXXII.— Case reported by Dr. P. M. Travers, Chilabula 
Mission, North-eastern Khodesia. 

" On Thursday, September 6, 1906, information was brought to 
me that a child, aged 7 or 8, in inserting his hand into a mole's 
hole had been bitten by a Ufwafwa (* Death-Death,' i.e.^ Puff 
Adder). I set off in all haste on my bicycle. An accident obliged 
uic to leave the road when half-way, and, to complete the series 
of luishaps, I went to a village with a similar name, a good 
half-hour distant from that where the patient lived. The result 
was that by the time I arrived I should say that about two hours 
had elapsed siiic(; the child had been bitten. The snake had been 
killfd, and was, indeed, a puff adder. It had bitten the child in the 
middle fin^jer of the right hand, and half the arm was greatly 
swollen, and as hard as stone. As quickly as possible I gave 
an injection of JO c.c. of antivenomous serum, and then vainly 
endeavourt'd to make the wound bl(>ed. In a very short time the 
serum was absorbed. On the following morning the child was still 
ill, with wild eyes resembling tho.se of an epileptic. He yawned 
continually, and did not seem altogether conscious ; the inflamma- 
tion, how(!ver, had greatly diminished. A few days later recovery 
was complete, but a large abscess formed on the forearm, and the 
hand becann; necros(;d. 1 was obliged to amputate all the pha- 
langes. The natives said the child was going to die during the 
night. In my opinion the serum saved the child's life, and recovery 
would have been more rapid had 1 not been so late in arriving." 
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L. — Laohesis ferox (known as tbe Grage, in French Guiana). 

XXXIII. — Case reported by Dr. Lhomme. 

"In May, 1898. A., a^ed m, a Kuropean convict uadergoiiig 
sentence, was admitted to the Peuitentiai-y Inflrinary, of Koches de 
Kouvous (French Guiana), suffering from a poisonous bite. 

" The man had been bitten while engaged in' feJling timber, at 
the place called Passoova. The locality is one that is infested with 
snakes, especially at the end of the wet season. Two venomous 
gpecies in particular are fonnd there in considerable numbers, the 
rattle-snake and another called the Grage by the blacks, which 
appears to be a Lackesis, 

" The patient arrived at the Infirmary in the evening, about 
twelve hours after the accident. We endeavoured to obtain precise 
details, but, owing to special circumstances. A., who was alone, 
had been unable to see what animal had bitten him. The clinical 
signs, however, pointed to a venomous snake ; inflammatory pheno- 
mena and pain set in soon atter the wound was inflicted, and in 
a very short time became acute. 

" Clinical Signs,— On examining the patient we found that the 
whole of the right arm was swollen. The skin, which was of a 
dark red colour, was acutely inflamed. The slightest touch or 
the least movement caused the patient to cry out. The hand 
showed traces of ttie bite, in the shape of two small red marks, 
each surrounded by a bluish areola. The general condition was 
good. The thermometer, however, indicated a slight rise of tem- 
perature, and the pulse seemed a little Boft. The urine on being 
examined on the day after the accident contained a small quantity 
of albumin. Organs normal. General health before the accident 
excellent. Nothing worth mentioning in the previous history, 

" Progress. — The conditions that we have just described dis- 
appeared very quickly, once the treatment was applied. The pain 
Boon ceased, the temperature fell^ and the patient was able to 
get a few hours sleep. By the following day the inflammatory 
pheuomeua had noticeably dimtnihbed. The uudema of the forearm 
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and hand, however, persisted for some time, though there was no 
formation of pus. On the third day after the accident the albumin 
had completely disappc;ared from the urine. Finally, after the 
lapse of a fortni^'ht, the condition became normal, and the convict, 
who had recovered the entire use of his arm, was able to resome 
work. 

" Treatment. — On admission to the Infirmary, A. received a h3rpo- 
dennic injection in the thorax of the contents of a bottle of 
antivenomous serum. At the same time he was given tonics 
(alcoholised coffee). The injured limb was placed in a hot phenic 
arm-bath. These batlis were continued on the following days, 
alternately with damp dressings. Milk diet, and daily aperients. 

" We saw the patient again more than a year after the accident ; 
his recovery had been complete ; thfere was no loss of power in 
tlie arm whatsoever, and he bad never suffered from the nervous 
troubles mentioned by some authors as a complication ensuing 
after a lung interval, and attributed by them to the antitoxic 
serum." 

XXXIV. — Case rep(nted by M. Jean, Veterinary Surgeon of 
Artilleiy in Maitini(]ue. 

"C, a in'gro, aged '20, employed in the artillery quarters at the 
Kivirre iVOy, was bitten in the right leg by a snake measuring 
about 1 iiietn; in length, which he declared was a Trigonocephalus. 
Th(; i)atient caun; to lue twenty minutes after the accident. The 
marks of the bite wen; cl<;aily visible a hand's breadth above the 
i-xternal malleolus. The wounds were inilamed, and appeared as 
two small red spots lo cm. apart, from which a few drops of 
serum were exuding. I did not notice any congestion. The 
patient, however, complained of a feeling of weight in the leg, 
and supported himself upon the sound one. After making the man 
\\v. down \\\Hm a bed, 1 applied a tight ligature above the bitten 
part, and. with a penkinfe passc^d through a flame, I endeavoured 
to incisi^ the wounds. The instrument, however, was blunt and 
1 obtained but little bl«;od. 



" The treatmeot prescribed in Dr. Calmette's directions was then 
strictly followed. With the usaal antiseptic precautions, I made 
several hypodermic injectioHB of the solution of hypochlorite of 
calcium round the bite, and injected the dose of serum indicated 
in two places in the abdominal wall- The patient was then 
vigorously rubbed and covered with woollen blankets. He was 
made to take two cups of a strong infu&iou of black coffee. Since 
he could not be induced to go to hospital, he was carried half an 
hour later to his home, where he placed himself in the hands of 
a ' dresser." 

" According to information furnished by Captain Martin, who 
lived on the spot and was able to follow the course of the case, 
the patient remained throughout the day in a state of profound 
prostration, and had several attacks of syncope. The injured limb 
was greatly swollen, and the swelling, which extended to above 
the knee, produced a mechanical difficulty in using the joint, 
leading to a belief that paralysis was setting in. Daring the 
first five days the condition of the patient was bo alarming as 
to causa a fatal issne to be apprehended. By degrees these 
symptoms diminished, until they disappeared about the fifth day, 

" On the twentieth day, C. returned to his work, 1 saw him 
again a month later, when he was in perfect health ; his leg had 
returned tg its normal size, and all that remained were two small 
fibrous nodules showing where the bite had been inflicted." 

XXXV. — Case reported by Dr. Gries, Fort^de-France, Mar- 
tinique. 

"On June 21, 1896, a young black, who had just been bitten in 
the foot by a Bothrops of large size, was brought to the Fort-de- 
Fraoce Hospital. The entire limb was swollen and benumbed, 

** Two hours after the accident I gave an injection of 10 c.c. of 
eeram in the abdomen, and the patient was taken back to his 
family. I saw him again ten days later, and found that he w^as 
quite cured. His friends stated that recovery had taken place 
much more quickly than could have been hoped after so serious 
L a bite, and without the usual complications." 
I 28 
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XXXVI. — Case reported by Dr. Gries, Fort-de-France, Mai 

tinique. 

" About 7 a.m., on November 25, 1896, G., aged 23, a fusilie 
belonging to the disciplinary battalion, was bitten by a Bothrop 
at Fort Desaix under the following circumstaaces. One of hii 
comrades had just caught the snake, and was holding^ its heai 
down on the ground by means of a forked stick applied to th* 
neck. G. passed a running noose round the reptile's neck, bat 
his comrade having withdrawn the fork too soon, the sn&k( 
had time to dart at him and bite him in left thumb. At thi 
moment when he was bitten the man was squatting, but b( 
quickly stood up, carrying with him the snake, which remained fo: 
a few seconds suspended from the thumb by its fangs, and di< 
not let go until its victim had struck it on the head with his fist 
G. immediately ran to oue of his officers, who applied a tight 
ligature to the base of his thumb, and sent him off to the hospital 
where he arrived on foot and quite out of breath, ten or twelve 
minutes after the accident. He was at once given a hypodermic 
injection of 10 c.c. of antiveuomous serum in the left flank ; the 
tiniml) was washed with a 1 in 60 solution of hypochlorite ol 
calcium, after which the ligature was removed. A few moments 
later, thinking tlie case a serious one, I caused a second injection 
of 10 c.c. of serum to be given in the right flank. 

" Immediately after being bitten the patient experienced com- 
plete loss of sensation in the limb, as far as the middle of the 
arm. About 1) a.m. he complained of acute shooting pains in the 
hand. At 11 o'clock the limb was still benumbed, but by degrees 
sensation returned. Profuse sweating. 

"On November 2() sensation was restored in the whole limb; 
no inflammatory phenomena. The patient was perfectly well. 

" The Bothropa on l>eing brought to the hospital measured 
1 metre 47 cm. in length." 

XXX VI I. — Case reported by Dr. Lavigne, Colonial-Surgeon 
at Fort-de-France. 
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'* At 7 a.m. on January 19, 1897, G., aged 22, was going along 
a footpath near Trouvaillantj when he was bitten in the left 
external malleolus by a Trigotwcephalns which was rnttiug (a eir- 
cumstance which, according to the natives, afifgravates the character 
of the bite). 

" After killing one of the reptiles (the other having escaped), 
the young man made his way to the detachment of ^fendannery 
stationed close by. The officer in command applied a ligature 
to the txpper part of the leg, cupped the man a few times, and 
sent information to ns at the Military Hospital, On reaching 
the spot at 9.15 we found, on the postero-inferior surface of the 
left external malleolus, two small wounds resembling those caused 
by the bite of a snake. The leg was swollen and painful, and the 
patient could hardly put his foot to the ground. 

" At 9,80^ after taking the usual anttsepttc precautions, we gave 
an injection of Calmette's anti-veuomous serum, from a bottle 
dated December 26, 1896. Not having any hypochlorite of calcium 
at our disposal, we washed the wound with a 1 in GO solution of 
hyposulphite of soda, and applied a dressing of carbolic gauze. An 
hour later the patient was taken to Saint Pierre in a carriage. 
Temperature 37"2^ C. No vomiting, or tetanic phenomena. In 
the afternoon the pain was less acute, and the cedema seemed 
to have diminished a little. Mercurial ointment rubbed in. 

" Four days later the patient, being cured without having had 
the least rise of temperature, proceeded to the country. 

" This case is interesting, since a single dose of antivenomous 
serum (20 grammes), injected two hours and a half after the 
accident, sufficed to cure a young man bitten by a Trigonocepkalits 
measuring 1 metre 20 era, in length.'* 



M,— Grotalus lioridnB. 

XXXVIII. — ^Case recorded by Dr. P. Renaux, of Piriapolis, 
Uruguay {La Tribuna popular, Piriapolis, December 14, 1898) » 
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Silverita, aged 20, bitten in the ankle by a Crotalus, a 
December 7, 1898. Symptoms of serious intoxication. Treate 
with a dose of antivenomous serum, injected half in the rigl 
flank, half in the left. Recovery. 



II. — A Few Notes and Observations Relating to Domesti( 
Animals Bitten by Poisonous Snakes and Treated witj 

Serum. 

A.— Naja haje. 

XXXIX. — Case reported by Dr. Maclaud, of Konakry, Frencb 
Guinea. 

"A hound belonging to the Governor of Konakry was bitten 
in the ear by a black Naja. A similar accident happened last year, 
and the animal died on the fifth day. In the present case, serious 
phenomena had already manifested themselves : depression, con- 
vulsions, and great swelling of the entire head and anterior portion 
of the trunk. A dose of 10 c.c. was injected at three different 
points : in the flank, neck, and cellular tissue of the injured ear. 
Improvement was almost immediate. On the following day the 
animal recovered its appetite, and two days later was completely 
cured." 

XL. — Case reported by Dr. Marotte, of Konakry. 

"At 10 a.m. on November 1, 1898, a large dog (a German brach), 
weighing :}:} kilogrammes, waf^ running about in some tall grass. 
It returned to its master, looking unhappy, with its eyelids swollen. 
Thinking tliat his dog had been bitten by a Naja, a snake which 
swiirms round Konakry, he took it to the hospital. The animal 
was unable to cover the distance, which was only 300 metres; it 
was dragged along, but collapsed, and had to be carried. Its head 
was swollen,, it panted, and its breathing was rapid and irregular; 
there was profuse salivation. On the inner face of the right ear 
the marks of the two fangs of the reptile were distinctly visible. 
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A hypodermic injection of 10 c.c, of antivenomoua serum was 
immediately given iu the right flank : this was at 10.10 a.m. At 
11 o'clock the symptoms appeared to become less acute ; the 
animal was easier, and its breathing became less rapid and more 
regular. At 1 o'clock the animal succeeded in getting on to its 
feet ; the cedema had somewhat diminished, and it was able to 
half open its eyes. At G o'clock the dog was taken back to its 
master's bouse; it seemed just as lively as though nothing had 
happened. 

" On the following morning there was still a small amount of 
oedema in the eyehds, but the appearance of the head had become 
normal." 



B. — Pelias berua (Common Viper). 

XLI.— Case reported by M, de ManpaSt of Challay, by TrfiA. 

" About 1 p.m., on July 30, 1898, a fairly large pointer was 
brought to me, bitten in the right paw. On shaving off the hair the 
marks of the two fangs of the snake were clearly visible. The wound 
had bled a little, and the injured limb was painful and swollen. I 
ligatured the paw above the joint, and injected a bottle of anti- 
venomous serum t which had been in my possession since September 
6, 1897. The eflfect was very rapid ; after a quarter of an hour the 
dog reopened its eyes, which until then bad been half closed. 
Towards 5 o'clock I removed the ligature. On the next day but 
one the swelling had almost disappeared, and the dog took its 
food of its own accord ; it ran about and seemed lively." 

XIjII. — Case reported by M. de Villiers, Mayor of Villiers-le- 
Duc, Cdte-d'Or. 

"About 2 p.m., on May 23, 1898, the widow Veillard, of Villiers- 
le-Duc, while driving her herd of cows to pasture among the 
brushwood, saw a viper which she killed, and then, a few moments 
later, three others in succession, which she likewise killed. 
Madame Veillard thought of leaving this placet which seemed to 
her to be too much infested, when one of her cows, which was 
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quietly feeding, swerved violently and dashed off through the 
scrub. With the help of her dog she succeeded in recovering the 
cow, which appeared uneasy, ' ceased to feed, and had a swolleu 
muzzle. Madame Veillard then decided to return to the village. 

" Towards 6 p.m., that is to say about three hours after the 
accident, I was sent for. The head and tongue of the cow were 
swollen, there was foam on the mouth, and the animal had 
difficulty in breathing. I injected a dose of antivenomous serum, 
from our first-aid station, beneath the skin of the shoulder, and 
gave a second injection a few moments later. The cow was then 
led back to her shed. 

** At 9 p.m. she was quiet. The swelling did not increase, and 
the cow, which had previously refused all food, ate a handful of hay. 

" On the following morning there was nothing to be seen 
beyond a little swelling in the neck. The animal fed as usual, 
and gave her normal quantity of milk." 

XLIII. — Case reported by M. P. Kat, engineer, of Saint- 
Bambert-en-Bugey, Ain. 

" About 2 p.m. on Sunday, September 7, 1902, while I was 
out shooting, my bitch was bitten in the lower hp by a very 
large viper. Since I was a long way from home, I was unable to 
give the injections until 6 p.m., by which time the poor beast was 
in a pitiable condition. Her head was as large as a saucepan ; 
she had no strength left, trembled, and was unable to stand. I 
injected 15 c.c. of serum in the left flank. This was all that I did. 

" At 7 o'clock on the Monday morning the bitch ate and drank 
a little. She began to walk about, and by the evening had com- 
pletely recovered. There was nothing but a very little swelling 
left." 

G. — Cerastes. 

XLIV. — Case reported by Dr. Boye, of Kissidougou, French 
Soudan. 

"At Kan-Kau, on December 19, 1896, a cow belonging to the 
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post, which had been bitten by a snake at 8 a.m., seamed about 
to die. The snake, which was killed by the herdsman, was a 
Cerastes (Horned Vipei). 

** Oit goiDg to the cattle-sbed I found the aniiuail on her side 
and panting, with the limbs completely relaxed. A thick foam 
was dropping from the half-open mouth, and asphyxia seemed 
imminent. The cow had been bitten in the teats, which were 
enormously swollen ; the cBdema extended over the whole of the 
belly and inner face of the thighs. Two doses of serum were 
injected, one at the base of the teats, the other in the sub- 
cutaneous tissue of the ilank. 

*' On the following morning the oedema had diminished, and 
the breathing was much easier ; the animal seemed to be conscious 
of what was passing around it, 

*' Forty-eigbt hours later the cow was able to walk and went 
out to graze, having apparently entirely recovered from the 
accident." 

ni.— NOTK ON THE COLLECTION OF VbNOM AND THE TREATMENT 

OF Bites fkom Poisonous Snakes in the French Settle- 
ments IN India. 

By Dr. Paul Gouzxen. 
Fxinoliral Medical Officer of Colonial Troops. 

From the time of our arrival in India, in February, 1901, we 

turned our attention to ensuring the regular collection of snake- 

fi, with a view to satisfying the desire for them that had been 

ed by our friend Professor Calmette, Director of the 

Pasteur Institute at Lille. 

To gain this endf the moral and financial support of the 
Administration was indispensable, and this did not fail ub. Acting 
on our suggestion, as formulated by letter on May 25, 1901, 
Governor Kodier, on June II, issued an order by the terms of 
which a sum of 200 rupees was placed at the disposal of the 
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Chief of the Sanitary Service, "with a view to encourage ike 
catching of poisonous snakes, and to assist the collection of snake- 
venom by the granting of bounties to natives." 

On the issue of this order, we drew up ins trtict ions for the 
collection of venom, which we caused to be distributed to all 
posts in the Colony. At the same time an appeal iii the 
vernacular was posted up in each of our sanitary institutions. 
inviting the Hindus to commence the campai^ forthwith. The 
notice placarded on the door of the Pondicberry Hospital ran aa 
follows : — 

"Publio Notice. 
*' For the public good the Governor requests the population 

to capture poisonous snakes in all places where they are found ; 

to take them alive if possible ; and to bring them to the Hospital 

without removing their fangs. 

** One rupee will immediately he paid for each snake brought in, 
"Those who read this notice are requested to-commuiiicate it to 

their acquaintances." 

The Indian snake-charmers at once responded to this appeal, 
and the harvest of snakes was soon abundant. The first provistoH 
of 200 rupees^ allotted to us by the Administration in June, 1901, 
had to be sxiccessively renewed in May and October, 1902, Since 
then, on the proposition of our successor, Dr. Camail. this sum of 
200 rupees has been included in the local budget, thus defiiii lively 
sanctioning the principle of the collection of venom in our Indian 
Settlements. 

The venom forwarded by us to France has been exclusively 
derived from the cobra, or Naja iripfidians. Other venomous 
serpents are found in the French Settlements in India, especJaUy 
the species of Hijdrophis, or sea-snakes ; but the cobra is by far the 
commonest species, and our trading stations teem with it. Yanaon 
is infested by it at all seasons, but especially at the time when the 
Godavari is in flood ; the reptiles then make their way towards 
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spota spared by the inundation, and the natives frequently kill them 
in their houses. Thus M, Mariapregassam, the Sanitary Officer in 
charge of the the Medical Service of this dependency, was in a 
position to procure for us, at the very commencement of our 
operations, important doses of venom : it should be added that he 
acquitted himself of this task with a perseverance and devotion 
worthy of the fullest recognition. Of the 653 cobras captured 
between August 1, 11)01, and February 2d, 1903, 229, or more than 
one-third, were furnished by Yanaon. Moreover, the cost price of 
the cobra fell in proportion to its numbers, and Yanaon paid for 
its snakes on the average at the rate of 33 centimes apiece ; Vi'hile 
at Chandaruagar and Pondicherry the snake-charmers frequently 
received 1 rupee (1 franc 67 centimes) per reptile, though it is 
true that even this was an extremely poor remuneration, when we 
consider the risk of the calling. 

Again, owing to the limited amount of our grants, we were 
obliged to restrict our expenditure, regulating the purchase-price 
of the snakes according to the quantity of venom collected. Thus 
at Pondicherry, having observed that each cobra yielded on an 
average twenty drops of venom, we fixed the value of two drops at 
one /anon (one-eighth of a rupee), never more. In this way it was 
decidedly to the snake-charmer's interest to bring us fresh snakes, 
and not such as bad been previously deprived of their venom. 

In spite of this new regulation, snakes continued to pour into 
the hospital, and several were repeatedly brought to ua at the same 
time; in October and November, 1SJU2, the figure il appears three 
times in our statistics. 

The combined results of the SDake-harveat at our five aettle- 
ments, from August 1, 1901, to February 23, 1903, are shown in 
following table: — 



Number of Sum 
(jobr&s expended 



6sa 



K. 446 



QuADtity of 

venom 

collected 

242 
grammes 



Average weight 

o( dry veoom 

per cobra 

0-37 
gramme 



Aversige price 

of tbfl cobrft 

E. o.aa 

(1.13 fr.) 



Avarage prioa 

uf i graniin& 

of venom 

B. 1.84 

{3.07 fr) 
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Oq an average, therefore, nearly three cobras are necessary to 
furnish 1 gramme of dry venom, since freshly collected venom 
weighs more, owing to the proportion of water contained in it, 
which is greater than half the total weight. Thus the quantity 
of fresh venom extracted from an average cobra may be estimated 
at about 80 centigrammes. It may be added that the product of the 
glands differs considerably in appearance, according as it is derived 
from a dead or living snake. In the former case it takes the form 
of extremely small, glistening lamellae, of a golden-yellow colour, 
similar in appearance, when in bulk, to iodoform. Venom extracted 
from the living snake, on the other hand, is of an amber-brown 
colour, and forms much larger lamellae, which are translucent and 
slightly elongate, resembling particles of gum arabic. When the 
product is impure and mixed with a small quantity of blood, it 
has a dull appearance, and is of a dark, dirty brown, almost black 
colour. 

At the Pondicherry Hospital venom is collected in the following 
manner :^ The snake is brought by the snake-charmer in a chatty, 
a kind of earthern pot, covered with a rag, or half a calabash. 
Ensconced at the bottom of this receptacle, the reptile has a 
difficulty in making up its mind to emerge, which it does only 
after having been stirred up several times. Once it is outside 
the charmer forces the cobra to uncoil, and, while the animal is 
moving slowly along, fastens it to the ground by placing the end 
of a bamboo on its neck, quite close to the head. The Indian 
then cautiously seizes the head of the cobra with his forefinger 
and thumb, and, with a rapid movement, throws it into a jar pre- 
pared for the purpose, containing a few tampons of absorbent wool 
impregnated with chloroform. As soon as the snake is inside, an 
assistant quickly slips a metal plate over the opening of the jar 
and presses his hand firmly down upon it. In a few minutes the 



' The photographs, by which this note was accompanied, are reproduced in 
Chapter IV. of this volume, pp. 155, 157, 158. 
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animal is dead ; it is then taken out of the jar and its mouth 
is swabbed out ; next, the fangs having been raised by means of 
a probe, a saucer is placed between the jaws, and, by pressure 
exerted upon the poison-glands laterally and from behind forwards, 
the venom is made to spurt out. The fresh product obtained 
in this way is of a very pale yellow colour, and viscid. It is pro- 
tected from the air and light until completely desiccated ; then, 
when it is in sufficient quantity and distributed in flakes round 
the sides of the saucer, like the colours on a palette, it is cautiously 
detached with a spatula, taking care to protect the eyes against 
risk from flying particles of venom. After being placed in well- 
corked bottles, the product is despatched to France. 

In spite of the precautions observed in the course of these 
proceedings, and although the venom has not been extracted until 
after the death of the animal, some regrettable accidents have taken 
place, as we shall show further on. 

Cases of bites from poisonous snakes appear but seldom in the 
statistics of our settlements in India, and, contrary to what is the 
case in the neighbouring English possessions, hardly any deaths 
are officially recognised in the annual returns as being due to 
this cause. It is true that the death statistics are very badly 
authenticated, and that the natives frequently conceal the real 
cause of death. 

We have been informed by Dr. Cordier, Surgeon-Major of the 
Sepoy Corps, that, during a previous tour of duty in Bengal, he 
had successfully treated two cases of cobra-bite with Calmette's 
serum. 

At the end of 1901 the following note was forwarded to 
us by Dr. Paramananda Mariadassou, Physician to the Karikal 
Hospital : — 

" Case I. — In the month of November, 1901, a woman of robust 
habit was brought about midnight to the Karikal Hospital, in a 
semi-comatose condition. Her husband stated that an hour before, 
while lying on a mat stretched on the ground, she felt herself bitten 
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in the shoulder when in the act of placing her head ou the ptUov 
With a start of surprise she half rose and then lay down agaiiii. 
It wag only on being bitten for the third time that she made up 
her mind to seek for the cause ; passing her hand beneath the pijJow 
in the darkness she touched the body of a snake and cried ost 
Directly afterwards she pointed out to her husband, who had al 
once hastened to her, the snake coiled up against the wall ; the man 
killed the reptile and burnt it on the spot. According to him the 
snake was about a metre in length, aod as thick as all five fingers 
put together. The woman had barely time to tell her husband 
what had happened, for she speedily became unconscious, aud was 
in this condition when brought to the hospital. 

" On admission the following symptoms were observed : 
patient did not reply to questions put to her, the eyelids remained 
closed, and the teeth clenched. On the right shoulder, a little on 
the inner side of the deltoid prominence, two or three punctures 
were distinguishable, marked by a small spot of coagulated blood. 
The respiration was normal, but the pulse was feeble and threadv- 
When a pledget impregnated with ammonia was held under her 
nose the woman reacted, but immediately relapsed into the soporose 
condition. 

"Two doses of antivenomous serum were at once injected, one 
in each fiank : the patient seemed scarcely to feel the insertion of 
the needle. The wound on the shoulder was then washed wiih 
a fresh solution of hypochlorite of calcium, 1 in GO, and six in- 
jections, each of 1 gramme, of the same solution were given 
round the wound. The latter was covered with a pad of cotton- 
wool saturated with the sc^lution, and two more doses of senun 
were injected into the flanks. As the result of this treatment, 
which altogether took nearly half an hour, the woman began to 
iuicleoch her teeth, and to respond to her name. She was made 
to swallow a few mouthfuls of very hot black coffee. A little later 
she resisted when a fresh injection of serum was about to be given 
her. After havmg taken a second cup of coffee she sat up, opeioed 
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her eyes, and recognised those about her. She immediately asked 
to go home, but was detained for some time longer. After being 
carried from the operating table to a bed, she was wrapped in a 
blanket ; a few minutes later profuse perspiration get in, and the 
patient felt so well that she was allowed to go. 

"On the following day the husband came to thank ue, and stated 
that his wife had quite recovered, and that, while she had been 
unable to sleep for the remainder of the night, it was rather from 
fear caused by what had happened than in consequence of the 
pain." 

Case II. — We feel it our duty to relate in detail the following 
case, having regard to the peculiar circumstances under which it 
took place. 

Coupin, the son of Pomiin, aged 25, living at Carouvadicoupom, 
near Pondicherry, is a snake-charmer, and one of those who regu- 
larly supply us with venom. In the course of July, 1902, this 
man pointed out to us a shrub' growing in one of the alleys of 
the hospital, to which he attributed so marvellous a power against 
the bites of poisonous snakes, that he offered to make a cobra bite 
him in our presence, little as we showed any desire to witness such 
an exhibition. We allow^ed him to talk, not wishing to encourage 
such an act of bravado. 

However, on July 23 he returned to the charge, and, as we 
were leaving the hospital accompanied by our colleagues, he showed 
us a cobra which he had just caught, and declared himself ready 
to carry out the proposed experiment there and then. In the face 
of so much confidence and sang-froid^ and, apart from this, being 
interested in learning the justi^cation for the reputation for im- 
munity possessed by Hindu snake-charmers, we thought we ought 
not to oppose this voluntary test. 

Coupin then turned out from the chatty in which it was im- 
prisoned a medium-sized cobra, and amused himself for a few 

' Poly gala tt'lopbioide*, Will, 
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moments by teasing it. Irritated by this sport, the snake reared 
itself up, hissed, and struck at its a-ggressor several times, as tbougb 
it would bite him ; but, at each da.rt, Cotipin stopped it with bis 
hand and gaze, and the snake remained fascinated, with open 
mouth, hesitating to drive home its faugs. At one moment the 
snake even crawled up to the native's outstretched hand, and ap- 
peared tu lick it : it was evident that the animal's only intention 
was to defend itself, not to attack. 

Conpin, however, was bent on getting bitten, and, by dint of 
exciting the snake, the latter became so exasperated that, with 
hood dilated, it struck at the snake-charmer's right band and drove 
in its fangs. The man quietly raised his arm, to allow it to be 
clearly seen that the cobra had a firm hold ; then, forcing the 
animal to let go, he came to us to prove that be was really bitten. 
There were two bleeding spots, 6 millimetres apart, in the centra 
of the fourth intermetacarpal space of the right hand. The time 
was exactly 4.40 p.m. 

The snake, which was immediately killed, was still able to 
yield twelve drops of venom, when lateral pressure was applied 
to its glands. 

Coupin walked towards a shrub of the kind mentioned aboTe» 
which he bad planted that very morning in the courtyard of the 
hospital,' plucked some leaves from it and began to chew them, 
making rather a wry face, for he said that they were very bitter. 
He then seemed to meditate for a few moments before the shrub. 
We asked him whether he was afraid, but he stoutly denied it, 
declaring that tbis was not his flrst experience, and that indeed 
he had been bitten by cobras so often that he could not remember 
the first occasion. We endeavoured to discover whether he waa 
not rendered immune, as Indian snake-charmers are reputed to 
be, by inoculating themselves subcutaneously with increasing doses 
of venom, according to a principle to a certain extent analagous 



' We tubsetjuentl;^' learnt tliitt he bad tDforined bis frtenda of hia intention, but 
bad not said a word about H to bis wife. 
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to that on which the preparation of antivenomous serum is based. 
He, however, assured as that he knew nothing about such practices, 
aad that the properties of the plant in question had always suthced 
to cure him without other treatment. Such was his confidence 
in his specific that, before the cobra was killed, he sugfjested to 
our hospital- warder that he should allow himself to be bitten in 
his tiirn, in order to render the experiment still more conclusive, 
adding that his own assistant would be the subject at the next 
demonstration. 

Nevertheless, a slight oadema began to appear round the bite. 
The injured man seemed to be sufiTering a little, but the pain 
did not extend above the wrist ; a alight trembling appeared in 
the other arm. From time to time Coupin gently massaged the 
affected limb with his left hand from above downwards, in order, 
he Baid, to lessen the pain, and perhaps also with a view to check- 
ing the diffusion of the venom. A slight perspiration broke out 
over the body ; the pulse was regular, 92, twenty minutes after 
the bite. 

Towards 6.15, or about an hour and a half after the experiment, 
the man, refusing an injection of serum, prepared to go home, 
but we insisted that he should remain at the hospital for at least 
two hours longer, so as to enable us to watch bis condition. He 
consented to this, and asked for something to eat. At this time 
the back of the hand was somewhat more swollen, but Coupin 
seemed to be little disturbed by it ; he even declared that the 
swelling would increase still further on the following day, and 
that, in two or three days, he would make an incision in order 
to let out the impure blood collected at the spot: also that the 
trouble was now localised, and would not extend higher. He 
merely complained of acute thirst, and of a certain diliiculty in 
swallowing, which was due, he declared, to the extreme bitterness 
of the leaves that he had just masticated. Temperature 36 "8° C. ; 
pnlse 36, After the brief reaction at the outset, there was a certain 
amount of hypothermia, but the general condition seemed satisfac- 
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tory, and the man remained perfectly calm. We therefore left 
him uQder the supervision of the reBident student and the male 
attendants, giving orders that we should be sent for immediately 
in case of any serious symptoms arising. 

At 7.15 we received a note from the student to the effect that 
Coupin had vomited, that his pulse was small, there was difficulty 
in breathing, and that he had just received an injection of anti- 
venomous serum. We hastened to the hospital, where we were 
speedily joined by Drs. Cordier and Lhomme. 

On our arrival we found Coupin iu a rather prostrate con- 
dition. The pupils were fixed, he was foaming slightly at the 
mouth, respiration was regular, the pulse was strong and quite 
rhythmical at 96 ; the man was somewhat chilly. The patient 
was unable to speak, but bad not lost conscioasness, for, when 
we asked him how he was, he indicated by signs that he felt very 
ill. We subsequently learnt, from the student on duty, that 
towards 0.45 the condition of the patient became suddenly worse. 
after his companion had administered to him some medicine, the 
nature of which we have been unable to discover ; on swallowing 
tbis drug Coupin was seized with vomiting, and became collapsed. 
We thought it more likely, however, that this was a mere co- 
incidence, rather than the result of a poison adding its effects 
to those produced by the bite of the snake. 

While waiting for our arrival a ligature had been applied to the 
injured arm, and near the bite there had been made two deep 
incisions, from which some dark blood escaped. At the same time 
the patient received hypoderraically a first injection of 10 c.c. of 
Dr, Calmette's antivenomous serum, and two injections of ether 
and caffeine. As the result of this treatment we found a marked 
increase in pulse-rate. After a subcutaneous injection of 500 
grammes of artificial serum, there appeared to be a further distinct 
improvement until about 8,45 (four hours after the bite). From 
this moment, however, the patient gradually sank. A second dose of 
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anti venomous serum was injected beneath the] skia,^ and, since the 
respiratory movements gradually became slower, artificial respiration 
by Sylvester's niethod was resorted to, while the tongue was 
rhythmically drawn forward. From time to time these proceedings 
were interrupted for a few moments, in order to observe the con- 
dition of the respiration ; at the base of the thorax and in the flanks 
abrupt, jerky, tetaniform undulations were observable, but there 
was no free respiratory movement. The abdominal aorta, the 
pulsations of which were visible behind the navel, raising the 
anterior wall of the abdomen, was somewhat misleading, simulating 
the rhythmical oscillations of the abdominal respiratory^ type. The 
heart, however, continued to beat regularly, without any appreciable 
weakness. The radial pulse persisted, although weak and slow : 
rate 48. 

The patient was kept alive by repeated injections of ether and 
artificial serum (11- litres in three doses). About B.30 there appeared 
to be a slight improvement; the patient was warmer, and showed 
some degree of sensation in the region of the bite. On pinching 
the vasculo-nervous bundle in the left axilla reflex movements were 
ptoduced in the fingers, which closed convulsively. The pulse, 
which had momentarily disappeared in the radial artery, could again 
be felt, weak but regular. At the same time, when the epigastric 
region was examined, a few faint respiratory movements were just 
perceptible. A third injection of autivenoTOOUS serum was given 
and artificial respiration was continued. 

This factitious amelioration, however, was not maintained, and 
after a few scarcely visible movements of the thorax the end soon 
came. The eyes were fixed and insensible, the pupils slightly 
dilated; no sweats, no urine passed. The body slowly grew cold: 
the pulse disappeared from the femoral and carotid arteries, and 
diminished in the aorta. The contractions of the heart were once 
or twice irregular, and its beats became weaker and gradually 



' The thick and cloudy appeajrance of the contents of the bottles mAde ub 

beattate to have recourse to intraTenous injection. 
24 
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lower. The reflexes had disappeared. There were still a few 
alight muscular contractions near the base of the chestj, and the 
patient quietly passed away at 11.5 p.m., as the result of the 
progressive arrest of the heart's action, respiration itself having 
virtually disappeared two hours before the heart bad ceased to beat. 
Caae II L — A week after this sad occurrence, another snake- 
charmer, Kiugilien by name, aged 2a, was bitten in the first 
phalanx of the right forefinger, when, taking hold of a cobra in 
the courtyard of the Pondicherry Hospital, Refusing an injection 
of anti venomous serum, the man ran off as fast as he could go, 
after having. a simple ligature applied to his wrist. Scarcely had 
he reached his dwelling, when he fell into a deep coma, in which 
condition be was carried to Cottacoupom, to the abode of one 
Souraire Kramaui, a kind of sorcerer, who administered to him a 
certain medicament in a betel leaf. After having vomited a large 
quantity of bile he was taken home. At this time, according to 
the summary investigation that we caused to be made, the patient 
was unable to utter a single word ; he could only open his motith 
with difficulty, and his eyelids remained closed. Kingilien, who 
bad partially regained consciousness, seetited to be suffering from 
continuous attacks of vertigo ; his head, if pushed to one side^ 
drooped, and the man was incapable of voluntary movement. 
Respiration was fairly easy, swallowing painful. The entire hand 
was greatly swollen ; poultices of leaves were applied to it, after 
a few incisions had been made with a kuife in the back of the hand, 
in order to reduce the congestion. The arm was rubbed from above 
downwards with the very bitter leaves of the Vembou, or mango- 
tree, and prayers were recited. This is all the information that I 
have been able to obtain with reference to this raan» who, after 
a prolonged convalescence, is said to have recovered (?). 

Case rv. — One Latchoumanin, aged 25, also a snake-charmier, 
of Caradicoupom, was bitten at the Hospital at 10 a.m., on August 2, 
while handling a cobra. The bite was situated in the second joint 
of the right thumb. After it had bitten the man, ten drops of 
venom were extracted from the reptile's glands. 





A ligature was immediately applied, and the wound was made 
to bleed by hard squeezing. Refusing all other treatment, especially 
injection of serum, although we repeatedly urged it, the man made 
ofif home with all speed, but on arrival failed to find the specific 
on which he was relying. All that was then done was to recite 
a few prayers over him, and a Brahmin priest was called to bless 
him.. About 11.30, after acute suffering, Latchoumanin sank into 
a comatose condition. At 12.30 respiration became stertorous, and 
the patient succumbed at 2 p.m., four hours after being bitten. 
Just as the medical officer, deputed by us, reached the dying man, 
two chatties containing live snakes were deposited at his bedside, 
to ward off ill-luck ! 



On the whole, the evidence collected in the last two cases is 
as confused as it is incomplete, and we can scai'cely say how much 
we regret the obstinacy of these unfortunate victims in refusing to 
submit to our treatment, for the sermn would undoubtedly have 
produced its maximum effect in them, since it would have been 
possible to make use of it in good time. These disastrous occur- 
rences, however, will not cure natives of their exclusive reliance 
upon empirical practices ; and as regards the inhabitants of the 
Tamil country, that ia to say, Southern India, it may be foreseen 
that for a long time to come they will continue to remain refractory 
to the serotherapic treatment, ^submission to which the English 
have had less difficulty in securing from the natives of Bengal, 
whose intellectual development undoubtedly stands on a higher 
plane. 
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Blood, toxJoit? oU in wptUoB, 317, 

,. „ ,, confers partial immunity to venom, 218, 319. 

■ t ,, ,, destroyed by he&tiDg, 218. 

„ „ in veaomoni BD&kes, 2 IT. 

Blood' corpuaclea, red, aggLatmation by venoms, 202. 

„ ,, dj^soluttoti only eSeoted by combiaation ot venom with blood- 

eerum or lecithin, 197> 
,, ,, difiaolved by snake-eerums, 319, 230. 

„ ,, effects q£ venom upon, 1%. 

„ ,, resiBtance to large doses of venom, 199, 200^ 201. 

„ „ ,» t» >i »• explanation, 200, 201, 

„ „ WA&bing of, important before prsaentation to action of venoia, 

196, 197. 
,, unaltered under action at eimultaneous doses of venom and senun, 220. 

„ white, effects of venom oo, 203. 

Bombay, laboratory for production of antivenomous serum at, 246, 352. 
Bonaparte, Lucien, okieniistFy of venom of vipere, 160. 
Bothr{?i}s, bitea from. 353, 3M. 
Bottard on venomous fishes, 388. 
Bmitengtrina, 58. 

,, storjnsi, 6B. 

Brachya^piit 95. 

„ curta, 96. 
Brain, comparative action of veaoms of Colubrida and Viperidtt on, 185, ISG, 

,, aubfitance of, fixation of venom on, 186. 
Brazil, Thatassophrjfne maculosa found on shores of, 3i08. 
Brehm, on Crotalus confiuentus, 125. 

„ the daboia {Vip^a rMiellii), 46. 
,, Echis caritiatus (cfa, viper of the pyramids), 76, 77. 
,, reverence paid by Hindus to Naja, SB. 
Broad-beaded anake, 94. See alio Haj}lpcephalM vanegalus, 
Bfiot, A., BxperimeDts with weever- venom, 293, 399. 

,, pofflOD of Sc<}ii>j}endra prepared by, SfiO. 
Bromized water, saturated, modifies or destroyt venoms, 164. 
Brown snake, 87. Ste also Diemaiia textUia. 

Brunton, Sir Lauder, on harmless ingestion of venom exoeediug lethal dose, 214, 
Bufo calamita (natter-jack), 318. 
„ fttusienjt (musical toad), 313. 
,, vtridu (green to&d), 319. 
,, vulgaris (common toad), 31B. 
Bufotalin, 319. 320. 

,, firet active principle of toad-venom, and cardiae poison, 319, 330. 
Bufotoain, 320. 

„ second active principle of toad -venom, and neurotoxic poison, SSO, 
Bungarus, SO. 

„ venom of, active hiemolysitig power possessed by, 199. 

„ Cisrukia (common krait), bite, cure of, 397. 

,, „ ,^ ,, venom of, do«e lethal for different animaU, 174. 

,, eandidust 32, 
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Bungarus candidtis, resemblance to Lycodon aulictts, 33. 

„ fasciatus, 31, 32. 
Buprestida, food for larvee of Cerceria bupreaticida, 285. 
Bushmaster, or surucucu, 112. See also Lachesis mutua. 

CALAMARiDyE, specles of Callophia feed only upon, 42. 
Callionymua, 301. 

„ belennus, 301. 

„ lacertus, 301. 

„ lyra, 300-301. 

„ ihilsus, 301. 

Callophia, 40. 

„ feeds only on snakes belonging to Calamaridce, 42. 
„ bibronii, 41. 

„ gracilis, 41. 

,, maclellandi, 41. 
,, maculiceps, 41. 
,, trimaculatus, 41. 
Calmette's serum, cobra-bites treated with, 363-6. See also Serum, aotivenomous. 
Calvados, Callionymus lyra common on coast of, 301. 
CatUharis (blister-beetles), 281. 
Cantor, on venom of Naja bungarus, 39. 

,, vindictiveness of Naja bungarus, 39. 
Captivity, poisonous snakes kept in, 61, 62, 125, 156, 223. 
Carawalla. See Ancistrodon hypnale. 
Cardiac poison of toad-venom (bufotalin), 319, 320. 
Caribbean Sea, Scorpcena gra7idicomis found in, 293. 
Carpi and Morgenroth, lecithide of bee-venom prepared by, 285. 
Carri^re, experiments on ingestion of venom, 214. 
Cascavella {Crotalus terrificus), 124. 
Cato, army of, patronage of snake-charmers by, 228. 
Cauaus, 67. 

„ defllipii, 67. 
„ lichtenateinii, 68. 
„ reaimua, 67. 
,, rhombeatus, 67. 
Cells, dissolution of. See Cytolytic action. 
Ceraatea, 47, 75. 

„ bites from, 348-360. 
„ ,, cured, 358. 

,, secretion of, 150. 

„ venom of, fatal to barefooted pedestrians, 76. 
,, cornutus, 47, 75. 
„ viper a, 75. 
Cerceria bupreaticida, 285. 
Ceylon, snake-charmers of, 229. 
Chameleons succumb rapidly to snake-poisoning, 172. 
Chelicera (fang of spider), 274. 
Chemical reactions exhibited by venoms, 162. 




Chemioal subatances modifying or destroying venoms, 164. 
Cbemistry of snake -veaoms, 1&9, 

Cbeny and Martin an aatagoniam between toxins and antitoxins, 259. 
ChUomifCitTus, 307. 

p, orbicularis, 307. 

„ tigrimts, 307. 

China and Japan, l^ophius setigerui found in se&s of, 304. 
Oblortde of goid, nntidots to vfinom before absorption, 261, 263. 
,, n fiolution, modifieH or destroy h. venom, 164. 

,, lime Bolation, modifies or de^troya venom, 164. 

Cholesterin, antidote to lecithin, 198. 
Ohtomic acid, antidote to venom before abaorptios, S260< 

,t M BolutioD, modifier or destroys venoms, 164. 
OlainouM, on bites from European vipers, 343. 
Clot Bey on Egyptian snalce-cb armors , 22S-229, 
Clothing protective against dangerous effects of snake-bite, 170. 
Cobra, bite of, clinical symptoms, 169. 

„ ,, „ exhibit rapid general intoxication, 169. 

„ ,, treated with Calme tie's »eruin, 363. 

,, extraotioD of venom from, method, 153. 
,, Egyptian {Nqja haje or }iai€)^ 59. 
,, method of carrying after capture, 21. 
„ anake-cbarmers' skill with, 229. 
,, venom of, 149, 

alkaloids io, 160. 
ohemical anal^'sis, 159, 

comparison of tonicity by means of intra<cerebral injeetiona, 186. 
destructive action of bile on, 315. 
dissolution of trypanosoin«s by, 207. 

dose lethal for diOeroot animals in twenCy'folir hours, 174. 
fixation on nervoua elements, 186. 
local eOects on serous membranes slight, 179. 

potency of antineurotoxic antivenomoue serum against, 250^ 251, 3S3I. 
vaccinatiaa against, 242, 244, 245. 
Cobra-di-Capello, 33. See also Naja Iriptidians, 

,, f, spectacled, used by Hindu snake -oh anner, 229. 

Cos^ltnteratea, poisonous speoiei of, 269. 

„ montpenulana, 23. 

Cold, intense, toxicity of venom not diminished by, 166. 
Golombift, berons of, probably imimune to snake-venom, 2S7. 

„ ,, hunt young SDakes (or food. 226. 

OalontioB of sDakos, 16, 16. 

,, ,, subject to biological laws of mimicry, tfi, 16. 

Colubriddi^ 3, 30, 57, 82, lOO, 10 MOO. Sta tUio Acanthofthia, AxjAdelapi, Souki^trina, 
BrachyaapUj DendraspU, Denisonia. Diemfnia, ElapeckiM, Elapog»athu», 
Fttrina, Oijffphodcm, Hottun-glaps, Hoptocephalu*, iiuTop»Khi$. Noitekia, 
Oipw^itm^ OpisthogtypJia, Proterogtj/pha, Paeudechtf, Pteudtinpt, RHinhoplo- 
Cfplmlui^ Rhytichelapi, Sepedcm, Tropidechis, l\'atferinHtsia. 
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Colubrida (snb-fajxiily Elapinm). See aim Bungartis, Naja^ BeiAibuwfati^, CalUiphiif 

„ rosemblAQce to b&mileas snakes, 3. 
f, Bpeoiqa of, bite rapidly produces general intoxication, 168. 
„ venoms of, absorptioa by digestive ttact often without Ul-eSect, ISO, 181. 
„ .. ,. „ „ cause, lei. 

motion OQ netvoua oaotrei profouad, 185. 
affinity of aoorpion poiscni to, 2?S. 
b^Sbumoaea of, 16S, 

destroy cQngul&bility of blood, 179, 186, 189. 
disJyse ftiowly, 161. 
lethal effects on mammala, 170. 

minimum doses lethal for guinea-pig in twenty-four hours, 173. 
precipitation of antiooagulaDt substacce in, 19&. 
recovery rapid after non-lethal doses, 177, 
resistaat to heat, 161. 
richness in neurotoxin, 249. 
Gominon rattie-anakQ, 12t, See (Uso Crotalus durissus. 
Conge>stiD, poiBOQ from Anetnont tcuUata, 271. 

ConjiLnctivitis caused by discharga into eyas of venom of spitting enake, ^, $i. 
CopperheEKl, 90. See alioDamonia superba. 
Coral-snake, lOi. 

imniunity from bite of, 3$6. 
,, venomouB nature of, 108. 

See also Elaps coralhnus. 
Coral or harlequin snake, IQG. See Elaps fulvius. 
Cordier, D., cobra'bites treated with Calmette's serum, 369 
Cotes, E. C, on extraotioQ of venom by charmers, 2^4. 
Cottm, 289, 390, 292. 

,, poison -apparatus of, 393. 
Crabrcnida!, 285, 

,, stinga of females of, toxio to other Inseotfl, nearly b&imlest to man, 3S6. 
Crotalina {Viperidd^), 101, 109. 
,, charactartstlos of, G. 

,, venoms of oertain species of, non-coagalant, 191, 192, 193. 
,, See Anciitrodon ; Laches ts. 
Crotaius (rattle- snake), 110, 122. 

„ oomparative toxicity of oi^arts, 230. 

,, egga of, rich in poison, 220. 

„ poison glands of, 148. 

M Tonom of, alkaloids in, 160. 

,, ,, comparison of toxicity by means of lntra<CQrebral Lojections, 186. 

„ ,, ingostion caujjing death, 180. 

„ ,, weak bsmolystng power possessed by, 199, 

„ iidatnanteus, venom of, dose lethat for rabbit, 176. 

,, cerastes (horned rattlc-anake), 129, 

,, eon/lttentui {Pacific or mottled rattle-snake), 131. 

„ „ „ „ habits. 136. 

„ ,, devoured bj pigs, 125. 
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Crotalus confluentus, secretion of, 150. 

duriasus (common rattle-snake), 125. 

horridus, 127. 

„ bites from, 855. 

lepidus, 129. 

mitehelU, 127. 

polystictus, 129. 

8cutulatus{TeT^a rattle-snake), 124. 

terrificus (dog-faced rattle-snake or cascavella), 124. 

tigria, 127. 

triseriatus, 129. 

Gryptobranchus japonicus (great Japanese salamander), 318-815, 817. 
„ ,, veiiom of, 317. 

„ „ „ action similar to that of viperine venoms, 317. 

Ourados de Culebrcu, immunity produced by inoculation by, 285-287. 
Cytolytic action of venoms, 206. 

Daboia. See Vipera russelUi. 

Deafness following bite of viper, 178. 

Death adder, 96. See also Aamthophis antarcticus. 

Delezenne, establishment of existence of kinase in venoms, 204. 

„ on the kinasio properties of venoms, 204, 218. 
Dendraspis, 65. 

angttaticepa, 66. 
antinorii, 66. 
jameaonii, 66. 
viridia, 66. 
Deniaonia, 88. 

carpentaritB, 92. 

coronata, 89. 

coronoidea, 89. 

d(emelii, 90. 

flagellum, 91. 

frenata, 90. 

frontalia, 91. 

gouldii, 91. 

mcteulata, 91. 

melanura, 92. 

muelleri, 90. 

nigrescena, 92. 

rugroatriata, 92. 

paUidieepa, 92. 

par, 92. 

punctata, 91. 

ratnaayi, 90. 

aignata, 90. 

auperba (the copperhead), 89. 

tuta, 90. 

tooodfordii, 93. 
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Dialysis, results of, in experiments with venoms of ColubridcB and Viperidce, 161. 
Diastases, action upon venoms, 214. 
Diastasio actions of venoms, 212. 
Dietnenia, 86. 

,, modesta, 87. 

,, nuehalis, 87. 

„ olivacea, 87. 

,, paammophia, 87. 

,, textilia (brown snake), 87. 

,, „ „ „ bite dangerous, 100. 

„ torquata, 87. 
Digestion of snakes aided by venoms, 218, 214. 
Digestive tract, absorption of venoms of CohibridcB often without ill-efiect on, 180, 181. 

» ,. » „ „ „ .. cause, 181. 

Diodon, 306. 
IHpsadomorphituB, sub-family of Opisthoglypha, 8. 

,, geographical distribution, 4. 

Dipsas, teeth of, 8. 

Distira, fresh-water genus of Hydrophiina, 5, 186. 
„ cyanodneta, 137. 
,, jerdonii, 137. 
„ omata, 136. 
„ aubcincta, 137. 
Dog, minimal dose of cobra- venom lethal for, 174. 
Dog-faced rattle-snake, 124. See also Crotaltu terrificus. 
Doliophis, 42. 

,, bUineatus, 43. 

„ bivirgattis, 42. 

,, intestinalis, 42. 

,, philippinus, 48. 
Domestic animals, treatment of poisonous bites in, 265. 
Duck-billed platypus {Omithorhynchua paradoxus or O. ancUinus), 323. 
Dum^ril and Bibron, on coloration of snakes, 16. 

„ „ Naja worship in Egypt, 61. 

Dutch Indies, poisonous snakes inhabiting, 30-67. 
Dyer, venom antitoxin treatment of yellow fever, 184. 



Eac db Javel, antidote to venom before absorption, 263. 
„ ,, in treatment of wasp- or bee-stings, 286. 
Echidnin, chemistry of, 160. 
Echinoidea (sea-urchins), 273. 
Echinoderms, poisonous species of, 273. 
Echis, 48, 76. 

„ carinatua {efa, viper of the pyramids), 48, 76. 

,, „ bite from, 347. 

„ „ dreaded by Egyptians, 77. 

,, ,, venom rapid in action, 49. 

,, coloratus, 77. 
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Efa {Echia cariruUus), 48, 76. See aUo Echis carinatus. 
EggB of bees, venom contained in, 284. 
,, fowls, artificial intoxication by venom, effect on embryo, 214. 
,, Crotalus rich in poison, 220. 
Egypt, laboratory researches in, 149, 150. 

„ snake-charmers of, 228-229. 
Egyptians, dread of Echis carituita {Efa) shown by, 77. 
„ ,, and pursuit of Naja haje among, 60. 

Ehrlich, theory of lateral chains, 208, 220. 
ElachistodontiruB, sub-family of Opisthoglypha, 3. 

• I geographical distribution, 4. 

Elapechis, 68. 

,, boulengeri, 59. 
,, decosteri, 59. 
,, hessii, 59. 

,, guentheri, 58. 
,, niger, 58, 69. 
,, sundevallii, 69. 
Elapince, sub-family of Colubrida, 30. 
,, geographical distribution, 5. 
Elapognathxu, 97. 

,, minor, 97. 

Elaps, 101, 108. 
„ ancoralia, 108. 
„ annellattu, 103. 
„ anomalus, 103. 
,, huckleyi, 103. 

,, coraUinus (coral snake), 104. See also Ooral-snake. 
,, decoratus, 104. 
,, dissoleucus, 106. 
,, dumerilii, 104. 
,, elegans, 103. 

„ euryxanthus (Sonoran coral-snake), 102. 
„ /Uifortnis, 107. 
„ fraseri, 107. 
„ frontalis, 106. 

„ fulvius (harlequin or coral-snake), 106. 
,, gravenhorstii, 102. 
,, hemprichii, 104. 
,, heterochilus, 102. 
,, heterozonits, 103. 
. „ langsdorffii, 103. 
,, Umniscatus, 107. 
,, marcgravii, 106. 
,, mentalis, \QR. 
,, mipartitus, 107. 
,, narduccii, 108. 
„ psyches, 106. 
,, apixii, 106. 
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Elapi turinamemis, 102. 

„ tschudii, 104. 
Eleotrioity passed through solution of venom in form of i continuous electrolytic current 

destroys toxicity, 166. See also High frequency currents. 
Embryo, anomalies in development consequent on introduction of venom into ^^a of 

fowl. 214. 
EnhydrifMt 189. 

„ venom of, fixation on nervous elements, 186. 

„ hengaXemis (syn. E. valahadien), 139. 

„ valakadien (syn. E. bengalensis), 139. 

„ ,, venom of, dose lethal for different animals, 174. 

Enhydris, 188. 

„ curtus, 138. 

„ „ venom of, dose lethal for rat, 174. 

Entotnophaga, 286. 

Eosin, photodynamio action of, diminishes toxicity of venoms, 167. 
Epeira, 276. 

Erythrosin, photodynamio action of, diminishes toxicity of venoms, 167. 
Europe, poisonous snakes inhabiting, 22-29. 

„ „ geographical distribution of genera (tables), 142. 

„ (Central). See Alps. 

„ Triton cristatus and T. marmoratus found in, 318. 
Ewing, action of venom on brain, 185. 



FaciaIi bones, special arrangements of, characteristic of poisonous snakes, 6. 
Fasting, prolonged, snake-venom shows greatest activity after, 176. 
Faust, S., salamandrlne prepared by, 316. 

Fayrer, Sir J., fatal results of experimental ingestion of venoms, 180. 
„ „ on the daboia (Ftpera russellii), 47. 
„ ,, habits of the krait {Bungartu candidus), 33. 

„ „ harmless ingestion of venom exceeding lethal dose, 214. 

„ „ N<nja bungarus, 39. 

Feeding, artificial, in laboratories for collection of venom, 167. 

,, ,, of poisonous snakes, 17, 18. 

Fer>de-lance {Lachesis lanceolatus)^ 112, 113, 114. 
F6ti, Ch., experiments on development of embryo after introduction of venom into fowl's 

egg, 214. 
Fishes succumb rapidly to snake-venom, 172. 
,, venomous, 288. 

,, f„ poison-apparatus of, 289. 

Flexner and Noguchi, on action of snake-serum on red corpuscles, 219. 
„ ,, cytolytic action of ^venoms, 206. 

,, ,, investigations on toxicity of snaikes' organs, 220. 

Food, abstinence from, by snakes, 149. 
Fowls killed by causing them to ingest venom, 180. 
Fox, W. A. , bite from Sepedon hcemachates, 337. 
France, mortality from snake-bite in, 3. 
Fraser, on destructive action of bile on cobra-venom, 216. 
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Frog-serum, antidote to poison of pediceUariae, 274. 
Frogs suooomb slowly to snake-poisoning, 172. 
Furina, 98. 

„ bimactUata, 99. 

,, caUmata, 99. 

,, ocdpitalia, 99. 

Gaboon vipbb, 73. See dUo Bitis gabonica. 
Gangrene, produced by venom of ViperidcB, 177. 
G^utiar, Armand, chemical constituents of venom, 160. 
Gteographioal distribution of poisonous snakes in Africa, 148, 144. 
,, ,, ,, „ America, 146. 

Asia, 142, 143. 
,, ,, „ „ Europe, 142. 

„ ,, „ „ Oceania, 145. 

Cteracki, collection of venom, 156. 
Gibbs, Wolcott, chemical constituents of venom, 160. 
Glands (acid and alkaline), poison-organs of the hymenoptera, 282. 

„ secretion of venom from, 147. 
Glandular secretions of persons and animals bitten by venomous snakes, toxic, 181. 
Glycerine, means of preservation of concentrated solution of venom, 166. 
Oljfphodon, 83. 

tristia, 84. 
Qobiidce, 800. 

Gk>uzien, Paul, collection of venom from poisonous snakes in French settlements in 
India, 859. 
,, ,, on collection of venom, 156. 

Grage (Lacheai$ atrox), immunity from bite of, 238. 
Grass-snakes, parotid glands of, 147. 

„ „ withstand large doses of venom, 172. 
Greasin on poisoning from weever-stings, 299. 
de Gries on bites from Bothrops, 353, 354. 
Ground rattle-snake, 120. See also Sistrurtts miliarius. 
Grunting batraobus. See Batrachtis grunniens. 
Guiana, witch-doctors of, snake-bite remedies, 237, 238. 
Guinea-pig, minimal doses of various venoms lethal for, 173, 174, 175. 
„ vaccination against cobra-venom, 242. 

HiCM0i:.T8nTS of venom, resistance to heat, 202. 

Hsemolysis, failure of, under exposure of red ^corpuscles to large doses of venom, 199, 200, 
201. 
„ in venoms, comparative study of, 196. 

„ power of, possessed by various venoms, 199. 

Haemorrhages produced by albuminoid of snake-venom, 162. 

„ visceral, complicating recovery from bites of Viperida, 177, 178. 

Hcemorrhagin in venoms, 187. 

„ local effects of, not prevented by antineurotoxic serum, 251. 

„ predominance in venom of ViperidcB, 249. 
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Heemorrhagin, present in some species of Viperidce, 249. 

,, sensitive to heat, 249. 

Hamadryas elaps, 37. See also Naja bungarus. 
Harlequin or ooral snake, 106. See also Elaps fulvius. 
Heart, action of venom on, 184. 

Heat, comparative effect on venoms of Colubridee, Hydrophiidce and Viptridce, 161. 
,, hsemorrhagin sensitive to, 249. 
,, resistance of hsemolysins of venoms to, 202. 

„ sole agent in attenuating venom submitted to alternating high frequency currents, 
165. 
Heating destroys toxicity of blood of reptiles, 218. 
Hedgehog, immunity of, to venom of Vipera bertis, 226. 

,, ,, „ „ proved experimentally, 226. 

,, blood of, toxic before heating, antitoxic afterwards, 226. 
Heloderma horridum, 321. 

,, „ saliva sometimes toxic, sometimes harmless, 323. ' 

,, ,, venom of, 321, 322. 

Hemibungarus, 39. 

,, calligaster, 40. 

„ coUaris, 40. 

„ japonicus, 40. 

,, nigrescens, 40. 

Henri, V., poison from pedicellaria; prepared by, 273. 
Herons of Colombia hunt young snakes for food, 227. 

„ „ probable immunity to snake-venom, 226, 227. 

Hetero-albumoses, active principle of snake-venom, 164. 

,, separation from snake- venom, 162, 163. 

Heterometrus maurus, venom of, 279. 

,, ,, ,, effect upon sparrows, 279. 

High frequency currents, alternating, attenuate venom only by thermic action, 165. 
Hill, Patrick, on duck-billed platypus, 324. 
Hindus, worship bestowed on Naja by, 38. 
Holbrook on Crotalus conflttentus, 125. 
Holocanthus, 305. 

„ imperator, 306. 

Homalopsime, sub-family of OpisOioglypha, 3. 
„ geographical distribution, 4. 

,, aquatic, 4. 

Homorelaps, 57. 
Hoplocephalus, 93. 

,, bitorquatus, 94. 

,, bungaroides (syn. H. variegatus, broad-headed snake), 94. 

curtus (Notechis scutatus, tiger-snake), 95. 

,, ,, ,, bite dangerous, 100. 

,, ., ,, secretion of, 149. 

,, slcphensii, 94. 

Horned rattle-snake, 129. See also Crotalus cerastes. 

Horse, bleeding, aseptically, after vaccination to obtain antivenomous serum, 245, 246. 
,, immunisation to venom, difficulties attending, 244, 245. 



INDEX 385 

Horse, minimal dose of venom lethal for, 176. 
,, polyvalent serum prepared from, 251. 

„ red corpuscles of, reasons for choice of, for exposure to action of venom, 196, 197. 
,, vaccination of, against cobra-venom, 244, 245. 
Horse-serum must be added to venom to dissolve washed red corpuscles, 197. 
Hottentots, venom of Bitis arietans employed for poisoning arrows by, 72. 
Hydrelaps, 134. 
Hydrophiida (sea-snakes), 100. 

bite from, cure, 338. 
,, rapidly produces general intoxication, 168. 
venoms of, resistant to heat, 161. 
Hydrophiince (sea-snakes), 4, 131. 

,, habitat and geographical distribution, 4, 5. 

„ habits of. 131. 

Hydrophis (sea-snakes), 134. 

„ ,, venom from, 360. 

„ carulescens, 135. 
,, cantoris, 135. 
,, elegans, 185. 
,, fasciatxia, 136. 
,, gracUia, 135. 
„ leptodira, 136. 
,, nigroeinctus, 135. 
,, obseurta (syn. H. stricticollis), 136. 
„ spiralis, 135. 
Hydras, 132. 
Hymenoptera, 281. 

„ poison-glands of, 281, 282. 

Hypochloride of calcium solution modifies or destroys venoms, 164. 
Hypochlorite of lime, antidote to venom before absorption, 261, 263. 

„ ,, remedy for wasp- or bee-sting, 286. 

Hypochlorites, alkaline, antidotes to venom before absorption, 261. 
Hypoleucocytosis, accompanying snake-bite, in lethal cases, 211, 212. 
,, following fatal dose of venom, 216. 

IXKUHITT to venom, active, incontestably possible, 240. 
„ ,, doubtful, by Vatuas' method, 239. 

„ ,, hereditary, pretended, 238. 

„ „ „ „ in India and Egypt, 240. 

„ „ natural, 222. 

„ ,, partial, enjoyed by snakes due to diastasic substances in blood, 

218, 219. 
„ ,, in lethal doses not conferred by ingestion of venom, 215. 

India, French Settlements in, collection of venom and treatment of bites from poisonous 
snakes in, 359. 
„ legend relating to Naja in, 37. 
,, mortality from snake-bite in, 2, 38, 363. 
„ „ „ ,, excessive, due to snake-worship, 2. 

„ „ ,, Naja bites, 38. 

25 



'■ f»*. .Ki ;ovii\i II. A'l. 
'u^iUk.' sH.>Mw« ^'tt.^m^^it'-Kv f "/afiis^rv* Aad C ti^inus, 307. 

r.^s'«A«tou. .-A^v; iUK-iu.il, >> y>~«wc. x^f Kdtoburgh, 235. 
.\..*..s.iv;i ,•: Nvuvm ttvtst «I>.Nki:fa for. 239. 
itc*i.iWA,» >i» >> y».vyv«» xtj>*r-ir*toh«rs, 234. 

-UUUUUi\>k ■UV\St&4<<4i»^>< t'tV^4tt> 24C\. 

>.«>x».«Uixvucs jH\<»lucotx* v^ immunitT, 234. 

u <'<... sx^qk'.^ .>te>»-> 9<->i<xi >> ^«<iv'm tusvuUlson, 173. 
VxV... i.x -vi Hv\.>:<4:uk uusiiKM s^' :itt'.»ani$«tKnt, 255-257 

i;»ivvn'*« ' *.'#«^»* :vHUJ\i s'a vtiow* of. 3C6. 
^«v.-vnv-v-* , ^v 1%.^** a«»»v«.»ihvv\ Ui. U3. lU. 
k,^^.v».x -JkL>W "^ '^^ vA^'i -,»*'■'' \*v-»i*»\jr^»wfi«i) from Egyptian houses, 77 

V\\.*iAx^ V v. ou .xVtt»;<.v*l vvsi^mwHts of venom, 160. 

>A,v>v»»» ">^<^»' v^ ^'* ;-'**.>Aw^'4«^'*' v^if *n«i\viunuou8 serum at, 248, 255. 

^ .A \^ ■.\v»».''' ''''^»* jKsiJvvIUri* prvpartHi by, 273. 

V^4 ,xs*.V'-- ^ ^-^'^'"^^ »^^* lHvsl«.^xl. 213. 
^ >t». .*..v PK»'*tA!4»o actions. 

lA^Mb* Wt**ea mongoose and cobra, 223. 
^|vini prt^pared by, 276. 

*J,S2. 

nntilmillwi «»». 255. 257. 




U7. 

i^liumimn.'ii* wrum, 248, 252. 
212. 

«xvv<>ding lethal dose, 214. 



INDEX 387 

Lacertidce, 321. 
Lachesis, 51, 109, 111. 

,, bite of, clinical symptoms, 169. 

,, ,, ,, primarily local, violent, 169. 

, , classification of species, 52. 

venom of, absorption by digestive system, cause of acate inflammation of gastric 
mucous membrane, 180. 
,, ,, rich in kinase, 204. 

., allernatus, 115. 
„ ammodytoides, 117. 
,, anamallensia, 56. 
„ atrox (grage), immunity from bite of, 238. 

„ (labaria), 114. 
,, aurifer, 119. 
,. btcolor, 119. 
,, bilineatua, 118. 
,, borneensis, 57. 

brachystotna, 118. 
,, cantoris, 53. 
,. castelnaudi, 117. 

ferox (grage), bites from, cure, 351. 
,, flavomaculatus, 55. 
.,, fiavoviridis, 53. 
,, godtnani, 118. 
,, gramineus, 66. 

,, ,, venom of , dose lethal for rabbit, 176. 

,, jerdonii, 54. 

,, /a)ic«o2a<tM (fer-de-lance, or jararacussu), 112. 
,, ,, description and habits, 113, 114. 

,, ,, mortality from bite of, 113. 

,, ,, secretion of, 150. 

,, ,, venom of, 325. 

,, ,, ,, coagulant action on blood, 191. 

,, ,, ,, ,, ,, diminishes when heated, 191. 

,, lansbergii, 118. 
,, lateralis, 119. 
lutetis, 54. 
macrolepis, 5G. 
microphthalmus, 114. 
,, monticola, 52. 
,, viucrosquamatus, 64. 
,, Vint us (busbmaster or surucucu), 112. 
,, fumviedii (uruti!i), 115. 
,, nifjroviridis, 119. 
,, ntimmifer, 117. 
,, okinavensis, 52. 
,, pictus, 115. 
,, pulchcr, 114. 
,, puniceus, 56. 
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Lnchesis purpureomaculatus, 54. 
,, schlegelii, 119. 
,, strigatus, 53. 
,, sumatranus, 56. 
,, irigonocephalus, 56. 
„ undulatus, 118. 
„ wagleri, 57. 
„ xanthogrammus, 117. 
Lamb, G. , on action of venom on brain, 185. 

,, on coagulant action of venom of Vipera russellii, 191. 

Landouzy, Prof., on serum therapeutics, 240. 
Lannoy, on diastasic actions of venoms, 212, 213. 
,, proteolytic action of venoms, 204. 

,, researches of, on glands of snakes, 147. 
Lapeyre, on bites from European vipers, 346. 
Latrodectus, 276. 

,, erebus, 276. 
,, Tnactans, 275. 

,, malmignatttis, 275. 
Lavigne, bite from Trigonocephalus, 354. 
de Lavison, B., on Lacliesis lanceolatus, 113. 
Lecithides, production of, 191, 197, 198, 199, 254, 258. 
,, ,, from bee-venom, 285. 

,, ,, ,, scorpion -venom, 278. 

Lecithin, added to venom to dissolve washed red corpuscles, 197. 
,, cholesterin antidote to, 198. 
,, combination vrith snake-venom, 254. 
Leipothymia following inoculation of venom of Syiuxnceia brachio, 292. 
Lo Naour, on the spitting snake, 63. 
Leucocytes, protective role against snake-poisoning, 216. 
Leucolysin, mode of producing, 203. 

Lewin, experiments on immunity of hedgehog to venom, 226. 
Leydig, researches of, 147. 
Lhomme, bite from Lachesis ferox, 351. 
,, collection of venom, 156. 

Light, destructive effect of, on venom in solution, 165, 
Liver, action of venom on, 182. 
Livingstone, mention of Naja haje by, 60. 
Lizards, 321-323. 

,, only one species venomous, 322. 
,, succumb rapidly to snake -poisoning, 172. 
Lophius, 304. 

,, i^i^^^^^orius, 301. 
,, setigerus, 303-304. 
Lucan, passage from, quoted, on immunity of Psylli, 240. 
Lumiere, A., and Nicolas, J., on effect of intense cold on venom, 106. 
Lungs, action of venom on, 184. 
Lycodon aulictis, resemblance of Biingarus candidus to, 33. 

Maclacd, bite from Naja haje, 356. 
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Madsen, Tb., and Nogacbi, H., on ratio between dose of venom and time elapsing till 

deatb, 177. 
Mai on Hindu snake-cbar'mers, 229. 
Malaysia, poisonous snakes of, 81. 
MalmigTiatte, 275. 
Mammals, action of Colubrine venom on, symptoms and course, 171. 

,, ,, ,, ,, post-mortem RodiogB, ni. 

,, ,, Viperine venoms on, symptoms and course, 171. 

,, „ ,, ,, post-mortem findings, 171. 

Man, minimal dose of venom lethal for, 176. 

,, not attacked by Bitls gabonica (Gaboon viper), 74. 
Mano de sapo root, eaten by Mexicans during immunisation treatment, 2-3G. 
Maoris' fear of Katipo, 275. 
Marchand, on bites from European vipers, 339. 
Mariadassou, P., serum treatment, 363-371. 
Mariapregassam, collection of venom, 361. 
Marotte, on Naja haje bite, 356. 
Martin, C. J., chemical constituents of venom, 169. 

,, ,, experiments on Pseudechis, 162. 

,, ,, ,, with rats proving harmlessness of ingestion of venom of Pseud- 

echis, 181. 

,, ,, on venom of Ornithorhynchus, 324. 

„ ,, and Cherry, on antagonism between toxins and antitoxins, 253. 

,, ,, and Smith, MacGarvie, on local and general effects of albumoses derived 

from snake-venom, 163. 
Martinique, mortality from bite of fer-de-lance in, 113. 
Massasanga, 120. See also Sistrurjis catenatus. 
de Maupas on Pelias berus bite, 357. 
Mediterranean Sea, MurcBtia lielena found in, 309. 

,, „ ScorpfBna porciis tound in, 29i. 

Medulla, substance of, fixation of venom on, 186. 
MeloH (oil-beetles), 281. 

Mexico, inoculation of natives in, successful, 235-237. 
Micropechis, 93. 

,, elapoides, 93. 
,, ikaheka, 93. 

Milk from mother bitten by poisonous snake causing deatb of young, 181, 214. 
Mimicry, biologfcal laws of, coloration of snakes subject to, 15, 16. 
Mitchell, S. Weir, on chemical constituents of venom, 160. 

,, ,, fatal results of experimental ingestion of venoms, 180. 

,, ,, harmless ingestion of venom exceeding lethal dose, 214. 

Moindrot, H., bites from European vipers, 345. 
Molluscs, poisonous species of, 286. 
Mongoose, battles with hamadryads and cobras, 223, 224. 

,, ,, victory mainly duo to natural agility, 225. 

immunity to snake-venom, 223. 

,, ,, ,, not absolute, 225. 

,, ,, ,, proved by injections, 224, 225. 

Monotremata. See OrnWiorhynchus paradoxus or O. anatinus. 
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LncJiesis purpureonuiculatus, 54. 

„ schlegelii, 119. 

,, strigatus, 53. 

,, sumatranus, 56. 

,, irigonocephalus, 56. 

,, undulatus, 116. 

„ wagleri, 67. 

„ xanthogrammus, 117. 
Lamb, G., on action of venom on brain, 185. 

,, on coagulant action of venom of Vipera russellii, 191. 

Landouzy, Prof., on serum therapeutics, 240. 
Lannoy, on diastasic actions of venoms, 212, 213. 
,, proteolytic action of venoms, 204. 

,, researches of, on glands of snakes, 147. 
Lapeyre, on bites from European vipers, 346. 
Latrodectus, 276. 

,, erebus, 276. 
,, mactans, 275. 
,, fnalmignatttis, 275. 

Lavigne, bite from Trigonocephalus, 354. 
de Lavison, B., on Lachesis lanceolatus, 118. 
Lecithides, production of, 191, 197, 198, 199, 254, 258. 

„ ,, from bee-venom, 285. 

,, ,, ,, scorpion-venom, 278. 

Lecithin, added to venom to dissolve washed red corpuscles, 197. 

„ cholesterin antidote to, 198. 

,, combination with snake-venom, 254. 
Leipothymia following inoculation of venom of Synanceia brachio, 292. 
Lo Naour, on the spitting snake, 63. 
Leucocytes, protective role against snake-poisoning, 216. 
Leucolysin, mode of producing, 203. 

Lewin, experiments on immunity of hedgehog to venom, 226. 
Leydig, researches of, 147. 
Lhomme, bite from Lachesis ferox, 351. 

,, collection of venom, 156. 

Light, destructive effect of, on venom in solution, 165, 
Liver, action of venom on, 182. 
Livingstone, mention of Naja haje by, 60. 
Lizards, 321-323. 

,, only one species venomous, 322. 
,, succumb rapidly to snake -poisoning, 172. 
Lophitis, 304. 

,, setigerus, 303-304. 
Lucan, passage from, quoted, on immunity of Psylli, 240. 
Luuiierc, A., and Nicolas, J., on effect of intense cold on venom, KIG. 
Lungs, action of venom on, 184. 
Lt/codon auUcus, resemblance of Bungarus candidus to, 33. 

Maclacd, bite from Saja haje, 356. 



890 



VENOMS 



Mons on bite from horned viper, 849. 
Morgenrotb, on combination of venom with lecithin, 254. 
,, reconstitution of toxins, 257. 

,, and Carpi, lecithide of bee-venom prepared by, 285. 

Mortality from bite of Nqja in India, 38. 

,, ,, Ftpera 6erus (common viper or adder), 27. 

,, ,, poisonous snake-bite ; localities: — 

Australia, 100, 261. 
France, 3. 
India, 2, 38, 3C3. 
Martinique, 113. 
Mottled Rattle-snake 124, 125. See also Crotaius confluentus. 
Moudon, on bite from Cerastes, 348. 
Moult of snake's skin, 16, 20. 

,, venom shows greatest activity after, 176. 
Mouse, experiments on, demonstrating neutralisation of venom b; 
Mucous membranes, acute inflammation produced by deposit of ^ 
Murcma, 809. 

„ poison apparatus in buccal teeth, 288. 
„ „ „ of, 809, 310. 

„ lielena, 809. 
„ moringa, 309. 
MurcenidiB, 807. 309. 
Murex brandaris, 266. • 

„ trunculus, 286. 
Murison, Lieutenant C. C, on bite from Echis carinata, 347. 
Muscles, striated, action of venoms on, 184. 
Muscular apparatus of head of poisonous snakes, 11, 12, 13. 
Myriopods, venomous species of, 280. 



Naja (cobra), 33, 69. 

habits of species of, 87. 

legend relating to marks on its neck, 37. 

mortality from bite of, in India, 38. 

poison-glands of, 146. 

venom of, active hsmolysing power possessed by, 199. 

worship bestowed on, by Hindus, 88. 

anchieta, 62. 

bungarus {OphiopJiagus or Havtadryas elaps, king col 

,, action of venom, 39. 

,, feeds on other snakes, 38. 

,, killed by mongoose, 223. 

,, method of procuring fuod, 38, 30. 

., vindictivcncss of, 3"J. 
flava, 61. 
goldii, 62. 

Juije or liaie (Egyptian cobra), 5ti. 
,, bites from, 356. 
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Naja haje, danger extreme from its boldness in pursuit of victims, 60. 
,, ,, dreaded and hunted down in Egypt, 60. 
,, ,, employed by Egyptian snake-charmers, 61. 
,, ,, secretion of, 149. 

tables, 150. 
,, worshipped among ancient Egyptians, 61. 
,, vielanoleuca, 62. 
„ ni^icollis, 62. 
,, samarensis, 36. 
,. tripudians (Cobra-di-capello), 33-36. 

collection of venom from, 156, 860. 
marks produced on skin by bite of, 10. 
muscular apparatus of head of, 11, 13. 
poison-gland of, 11, 13. 
var. c^eca, 85. 
,, fasciata, 35. 
,. miolepsis, 36. 
., sputatrix, 35. 
,, typica, 34. 
Nasetis, 301. 
Natter-jack, 318. 

Neurotoxic and haemolytic actions of venoms, parallelism between, 255. 
Neurotoxin, 191, 195. 

essential active substance in venoms, 187, 250. 
highly resistant to heat, 249. 
of scorpion-poison, 278. 
of toad-venom (bufotenin), 820. 
potency of antineurotoxio serum against, 250, 251. 
predominance in venom of Colubridce, 249. 
present in venoms of some species of Viperidce, 249. 
Neuwied on Elaps, 108. 

New Caledonia, terrestrial poisonous snakes unknown in, 100. 
New Guinea, poisonous snakes of, 81-100. 
New Zealand, Katipo found in, 275. 

,, no poisonous snakes in, 100. 

Nicolas, J., and Lumit^re, A., on effect of intense cold on vonom, 166. 
Noc, on action of different venoms, 190, 191. 

„ bacteriolytic property of venom, with respect to different micro-organisms, 207, 208, 

209. 
,, hffimolytic powers of venoms, 190. 
,, study of venom of Omitltorhynchus, 324. 
Noguchi, H., on action of aniline colours on venom, 167. 

,, failure of haemolysis under large doses of venom, 200, 201. 

and Flexner, cytolytic action of venoms, 206. 
,, ,, ,. investigations on toxicity of snakes' organs, 220. 

,, .. ,. on action of snake-serums on red corpuscles, 219. 

,, ,, Madsen, Th., on ratio between dose of venom and time elapsing till 

death, 177. 
Normandy, coast of, Coitus abundant on, 292. 
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Notechis, 95. 

„ scutatus (syn. Hoplocephalus curtus, tiger-snake), 95. 

,, „ ,, „ ,, bite dangerous, 100. 

„ „ venom of, dose lethal for rabbit, 175. 

Oceania, geographical distribution of genera of poisonous snakes (tables), 145. 
Octopods, poisonous juice exuded by, a means of overpowering prey, 287. 
Ogtnodon, 82. 

,, vitiantis, 82. 
Oil beetles, 281. See also MeloS. 
Ophiogeni in Egypt, 228-229. 
Ophiophagus, 37. See also Naja bungarus. 

Ophthalmia, purulent, produced by snake-venom experimentally, 180. 
„ ,, ,, venom of species of Sepedon, 180. 

OpistJioglypha, group of ColubridcB, 3. 

,, sub-families of, 3. See also Homalopsince, Dipsadoviorphince, Elachisto- 

dontincB. 
,, ,, slightly poisonous and not dangerous to man, i. 

Ornithorhynchus paradoxus, or O. anatinus (duck-billed platypus), 323. 

„ ,, „ „ venom of, 324, 326. 

,, „ „ ,, ,, action similar to venoms 

of ViperidcB, 324. 
M >i I. II M toxicity very slight, 325. 

Pacific Ocean (Equatorial), Pterois found in, 296. 

,, ,, (Tropical), Scorpcena diabolus found in, 293. 

,, ,, ,, Synanceia 6ra«feto most commonly found in, 291. 

„ rattle-snake, 124, 125. Sec also Crotalus confluentus. 
Pain, severe, after bite of species of Viperida, 169. 

„ slight from bite of cobra, 169. 
Panama, Thalassophryne reticulata found on shores of, 303. 
Pancreatic juice, addition to venom produces kinasic power, 213. 
Paris, brown Pelobates found near, 318. 
Parotid glands, venomous secretions, 147. 
Pasteur Institute (Lille), poisonous snakes in captivity at, 72. 

,, ,, ,, preparation of antivenomous serum at, 245-248. 

,, ,, ,, rattle-snakes in captivity at, 125. 

„ „ „ work and experiments at, 189, 190, 191, 204, 214, 223, 224, 244- 

248, 267. 
Paterne, D., bites from European vipers, 341. 
Peal, H. W., on bite from Hijdrophiidte (sea-snakes), 338. 
Pedicellarise (organs of the Echmoidea), poison prepared from, 273. 
Peiiculati, 303. 

Pedlar on chemical constituents of venom, 160. 
Pelias berus (common \iper), bite from, 339. 

,, ,, ,, ,, ,, cure, 357. 

Pelobates fuscus (brown Pelobates), 318. 
Pelor, 293, 296. 
Pcrcidw, 304. 
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Peritoneum, hsemorrhagic injections of, produced by venoms of Viperidce, 179, 180. 
Permanganate of potash, antidote to venom before absorption, 2G0. 

„ ,, solution, modifies or destroys venoms, 164. 

Philadelphia, laboratory for production of antivenomous serum at, 248, 252. 
Philippine Islands, poisonous snakes inhabiting, 80-57. 

Phisalix, experiments of, on venom with alternating currents of high frequency, 165. 
„ on effects of emanations of radium on venom, 166. 
,, variations in local effects of venoms, 176. 

,, venom of Cryptobranchtia japonicus, 817. 

„ poison from bee-venom prepared by, 288. 
„ researches of, on glands of snakes, 147. 

,, and Bertrand, experiments on immunity of hedgehog to venom, 226. 
,, ,, ,, preparation of toad-venom, 319. 

Phoorsa. See Echis carinatus. 
Phrynolysin, 820. 

„ extracted from skins of toads, 320. 
Physiology of experimental poisoning, 170. 
Physostomi, 807. 

Pig, destruction of vipers and rattlesnakes by, 125, 222, 226. 
,, immunity to snake-venom due to defence provided by adipose tissue, 222. 
„ serum, devoid of antitoxic substance, 222. 
Pigeons, vaccination against rattle-snake-venom, 241. 
,, killed by causing them to ingest venom, 180. 
Pinto, Col. S., on immunity to inoculation, 238, 289. 
Platurua, 140. 

„ colubrinus, 141. 
„ laticaudatus, 141. 
„ muelleri, 141. 
,, schistorhynchtts, 141. 
Plectognathi (family Oymnodontes), 305. 
Pliny on salamanders, 312. 
,, treatment of poisonous snake-bites, 259. 

, Plotosus, 308. 

„ lineatus, 308. 

,, „ poison-apparatus of, 308. 

Plutarch on snake-charmers, 228. 
Poison-apparatus of Coitus, 293. 

„ MurcBJta, 309, 310. 

,, Plotosus lineatus, 308. 

,, Scorpcena, 294. 

,, snakes, 8. 

,, Synanc^ia, 291. 

„ Trachinus (weevers), 297, 298, 299. 

,, venomous fishes, 289. 

Poison-fang, 8. 

,, action of, 148. 

,, of Proteroglyplia grooved, 4, 

,, VipericUe canaliculate, 5. 

Poison -gland of Hymenoptera, 281, 282. 
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Poison-gland of non-venomous snakes, 217.- 

,, venomous snakes, 10, 11, 12, 13. 

Polistes, 285. 
Potnpilus, 285. 
Pondicherry, collection of venom at, 156-158. 

„ Hospital, collection of venom, method, 362. 

,, public notice in, re capture of poisonous snakes, 360. 

Prairie rattle-snake, 120. See also Sistrurut catenatus. 
Pravaz syringe, injection of serum with, 268. 
Precipitins of .venoms, 202. 
Fricnurtis, 301. 

Prdscher on extraction of phrynclysin from skins of toads, 320. 
Proteids, extraction from snake- venom, 163. 
Proteolytic action of venoms, 204. 

,, ,, „ extent and limitations, 205. 

Proteroglyplia (group of ColubridcB), 4. 

,, bite rapidly produces general intoxication, 168. 

poison-fangs of, grooved, 4. 
, , sub-families of, 4. See also Hydrophiincs ; Elapince. 

Proto-albumoses, active principle of snake-venom, 164. 

,, separation from snake-venom, 162, 163. 

Psetidechis, 87. 

venom of, experiments on, 162. 
,, ,, ingestion by rats harmless, 181. 

,, australis, 88. 

,, cupreus, 88. 

,, dartoinietisis, 88. 

,, ferox, 88. 

,, microlepidotus, 88. 

„ papiianus, 88. 

porphyriacus (black snake), 88. 
,, ,, ,, ,, bite dangerous, 100. 

,, ,, ,, ,, secretion of, 149. 

,, scutellatus, 88. 

Pseudelaps, 84. 

,, diadema, 85. 

,, liarriettiv, 86. 

,. krefflii, 85. 

,, muelleri, 84. 

,, squamtUosus, 84. 

,, sutherlatidi, 86. 

,, warro, 86. 

Pseudocerastes persicus, 47. 
Paylli, Egyptian charmers and healers, 228-229. 
,, Roman charmers and healers, 228. 
,, ,, ,, ,, „ Lucan on, 240. 

Pterois, 293, 295-296. 
Puff adder, 69. See also Bitis arietatis. 

Putrefaction, rapid, following death from snake-bite, 211, 212. 
Pyramids, viper of (Echis carinatus), 76. 
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QUBEMSLAND, mortality from snake-bite slight in, 100. 

Rabbit, experiments on, demonstrating neutralisation of venom by antitoxin, 255. 
„ minimal doses of various venoms lethal for, 173, 174, 175. 
,, vaccination against cobra- venom, 243. 
Rascasse, 296. 

Rat, P., on common viper's bite, 358. 
„ ingestion of venom ot Psetidechis harmless to, 181. 
,, minimal doses of various venoms lethal for, 174. 
Rat-serum, bacteriolytic action of venom not comparable to, 208. 
Rattle-snake, common, 125. See also Crotaltu durissus. 
,, dog-faced, 124. See also Crotalus terrificus. 

,, ground, 120. See also Sistrurus miliarius. 

,, horned, 129. See also Crotaltis cerastes. 

,, Pacific, or mottled, 124. See also Crotalus confluentus. 

,, prairie, 120. See also Sistrurus catenatus. 

,, Texas, 124. See also Crotalus scutulatus. 

,, venom, vaccination of pigeons against, 241. 

Red Sea, Naseus found in, 301. 
Reiohert on chemical constituents of venom, 160. 
Renaux, P., on bites from Crotalus horridus, 355. 
Rennie, Major S. J., case of bite of Bungarus aeruleus, 337. 
Reptiles, toxicity of blood in, 217. 

Respiratory centres, nerve-cell of, attacked by albumose of snake-venom, 162. 
Rhinhoplocephalu^, 95. 

,, bicolor, 95. 

Rhynchelaps, 97. 

,, australis, 98. 

„ bertholdi, 97. 

,, fasciolatus, 98. 

,, setnifasciatus, 98. 

Richards on fatal results of experimental ingestion of venoms, 180. 
Richet, C, congestin from Anemmie scultata prepared by, 270. 
,, thalassin, from Anemone scultata prepared by, 269. 
Riaghals slang, 63. See also Sepedon hcemachates. 
River-jack viper, 73. See also Bitis gabonica. 
Rogers, Major L., experiments on action of venom on nervous centres, 186. 

,, ,, researches of, on glands of snakes, 147. 

Romans, snake-charmers' customs among, 228. 

,, „ ,, ,, Lucan on, 240. 

Roudot, Natalis, on Hindu snake-charmers, 229. 
RusseU, on the venom of daboia (Vipera rtissellii), 46. 

Sachs, on relation of toxins to antitoxins, 254. 

Salamandarin, 316. See also Salamandrine. 

Salamander, Japanese, 317. See also Cryptohranchus japonicus. 

„ venom of, closely analogous to that of toad, 321. 

,, ,, potency exaggerated by the ancients, 312. 

Salamanders and toads most dreaded by ancients, 312. 
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Salamandra atra (black salamander), 313. 

„ tnaculosa (spotted salamander), 313, 314. 

Salamandridine prepared from venom of salamanders, 317. 
Salamandrine, prepared from venom of salamanders, 317. 
Saliva of Heloderma horridum sometimes toxic, sometimes harmless, 323. 

„ venomous, of non-poisonous snakes, 214. 
Sangis, name of snake-charmers of Bengal, 229. 

S£o-Paulo (Brazil), laboratory for production of autivenomous serum at, 248, 252. 
Scales, arrangement of, on heads of poisonous snakes, 14, 15. 
Scolopendra, 280. 
Scolopendrida, bite of, 281. 
Scorpcma, 288, 289, 293. 

poison-apparatus of, 294. 
diabolus, 293. 
grandicomis, 293. 
porctis, 294. 
Scorpio ocdtanns, 277, 278. 
Scorpion, blood of, antitoxic, 279. 
,, manner of stinging, 277. 
,, poison, 278. 

,, affinities with that of Colufyridce, 278. 

„ neurotoxin of, 278. 

Scorpionidea (scorpions), 276. 
Sea-snakes, 131. See also HydrophiiruB. 

„ (Hydrophis), venom from, 360. 

Sepedon hcemachates (spitting snake or ringhals slang), 63. 
,, ,, bite of, cure, 337. 

,, „ venom of, purulent ophthalmia discharged by spitting, 63, 64. 

,, ,, ,, „ „ caused by projection of, 62, 180. 

Serous membranes, local effects on, of cobra-venom, slight, 179. 

,, ,, ,, ,, venoms of Viperida, severe, 179. 

Serph, collection of venom, 156. 
Serranus, 304. 

,, ouatabili, 304. 
Serum, autivenomous, antineurotoxic, 250, 251. 

,, „ ,, potency against cobra-venom, 250, 251, 252. 

in treatment of bites of poisonous snakes, 326. 
,, ,, ,, yellow fever, 184. 

,, method for measuring power of, 256, 257. 

,, ,, ,, ,, in vitro, 202. 

., ,, neutralisation of snake-venom by, 253-258. 

,, ,, ,, ,, ,, experiments showing necessary pro- 

portions to effect, 254, 255. 
,, polyvalent, 251. 

,, ,, prepared from horse, 251. 

,, preparation of , 246. 

,, ., ,, test-solutions, 247. 

„ ,. „ at Pasteur Institute, Lille, 245-248. 

,, „ special laboratories, 248, 252. 
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Serum, antivenomous, preventive power tested by intravenous injection, 246. 

„ ,, rules respecting proportions of quantity to be administered, 266, 

267, 268. 
,, „ specificity of, 248. 

,, Calmette's, in treatment of cobra-bites, 363, 364, 365. 
„ therapeutics, antivenomous, 241-252. 
,, „ „ technique of, 262-265. 

,, See also Snake serum. 
Serums, specific against coagulant venoms, 192. 
Sewall on vaccination of pigeons against rattle-snake venom, 241. 
Siluridee, 307, 308. 
Silurus giants, 308. 
Sistrurus, 110, 120. 

,, catenatus (prairie rattle-snake, or massasanga), 120. 
,, miliarius (ground rattle-snake), 120. 
,, raTms, 120. 
Skin, marks produced on, by bites of different species of snakes (venomous and non- 
venomous), 10. 
Smell, loss of, following bite of viper, 178. 
Smith, MacGarvie, researches of, 149. 
„ „ on chemical constituents of venom, 160. 

, , , , and Martin , C. J. , on local and general effects of albumoses derived from 

snake-venoms, 163. 
Snake-bite, death from, rapid putrefaction following, 211, 212. 

hypo-leucocytosis accompanying, in lethal oases, 211, 212. 
mortality from, 2, 3, 38, 57, 100, 261, 363. 
non-lethal, suppuration following, 212. 
poisonous, treatment in domestic animals, 265. 
,, ,, men and animals, 259. 

„ „ See also Serum therapeutics, antivenomous. 

Snake-charmers, 228. 

,, deaths from bites, 234. 

,, Egyptian, 228-229. 

,, ,, employment of Naja haje for performances, 61. 

Indian, 229-234. 
Libyan, 228. 
,, Roman, 228. 

,, safety in skill, 234. 

Snake-serum combined with snake-venom does not destroy red corpuscles, 220. 

,, dissolution of red corpuscles by, 219. 

Snake-venom, action on heart, 184. 
„ kidney, 183. 
„ liver, 182. 
„ lungs, 184. 
,, nervous centres, 185. 

,, spleen, 183. 

,, striated muscles, 184. 
activity greatest after prolonged fasting and after moult, 176. 
aids digestion of prey, 213, 214. 
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Salamandra atra (black ssilamander), 3i:i. 

,, iiuiculosa (spotted isalamundor), 

Salamandridine prepared from venom of sal.i 
Salamandrine, prepared from veuom of snliii 
Saliva of Hcloderma Jiorridum Boiuotiinus t ■ • 
„ venomous, of non-poisouous snaki-:. .' 
Sangis, name of 8nake-charmcr8 of Bengal. -J 
Sao-Paulo (Brazil), laboratory for product ii..- 
Scsiles, arrangement of, on heads of poistni - 
Scolopendra, 280. 
ScohpendridcB, bite of, 281. 
Scorpccna, 288, 280, 293. 

,, poison-apparatus of, 294. 

,, diaholus, 293. 

,, grandicomia, 293. 

,, porcus, 294. 
Scorpio occitamts, 277, 278. 
Scorpion, blood of, antitoxic, 279. 

,, manner of stinging, 277. 

,, poison, 278. 

,, affinities with that df i..i> 

„ neurotoxin of, 278. 

ScorpUmidea (scorpions), 276. 
Sea-snakes, 131. See also Hydroph i i r . 

„ {Hydrophis), vanom from. 

8ej>edon lucmacliates (spitting snake or ' ' 
,, ,. bite of, cure, 8:'.7. 

., ti venom of, purul^tn 

Serous monibranca, local effects on. '■': 



r- . Hi. 



rciscles, 220. 



•^ if. 



£.>$e. 214. 215. 



Scrph, collection of 


venom. 15(5. 




Serranus, 301. 




•v.-^ 


„ ouatabili, 


304. 


- " * 


Scrum, autivenomous, antineuniioxic. ■..■■ 


. - "^ 




in troatiiitut of • 


;^ -». " 


.. 


nii'thod for men 


*^'* 


•1 »■ 


iieutralisiitiuii < 
portii.>n> t.i • 






polyvalent. IHI 


•**^*^ 




,, i>r»- 
pruparatioii oi. 




.. 


1. u 

■1 





.,.««. -wcic:. second step in treatment 

^^fi, 2se elapsing till death, 177. 
^ -.^m.ii'sc action, 255. 

-imTTP"'* ktter bite, 262. 
^^^ imbranc. 180. 



^ 



^ rfwBtfciy. 1*. ^0- 



kNlflf. ^*' 



m 


'4 1IOa< |K»[flOZ 


^^^^B 


IMIAOOOUS, 


^^m 


'1 
!1 


^^^E 


>f 


^^^^^Ki 


t. 


^^^^^Ml 


M 


^^^^^^HnAp 


» 


^^^^^K(» 


• « 


^^E 


tl 


^^^^K 


r> 


^^^^^^^Ul 


„ 


^^^^^^R^ 


it 


^^^^KV 


it 


^^^^B w 


tl 


^^^^^^m t* 


" 


^^^^^^m 


It 


^^^^^V 


'• 


^^^^^^l. 


M 


^^^^^^M ** 


• 1 


^^^^^^^K 


If 


^^^^^^^K 


fl 


^^^^^^^r 


«l 


^^^^^H 


tf 


^^^^^^m 


11 


^^^^^K 


Jt 


^^^^^B 


" 


^^^H 


i* 


^^^^^M 


n 


^^^^m 


" 


^^H 


f ■ 


^^^^B 


tt 


^^^^H 


worsbip o 



INDEX 



399 



I lioa- {Ktiflonous, withstand large doses of venom, 172. 
, all species carnivoroas, 17. 
arrangement of scales on head of, 15. 
artificial feeding of, 17, 18. 

bite of, danger diminished by clothing or other means of protection, 170. 
blood of, toxicity, 217. 

characterised by special arrangement of facial bones, 6. 
deaths from, in Queensland, 100. 
devoured by herons, 227. 

different species should not be placed in same cage, 219. 
difficult to distinguish from non-venomous, 2. 
digestion aided by venom, 213, 214. 
dread of destruction of, cause of excessive mortality from snake-bite in 

India, 2. 
geographical distribution of, 2, 3. 
habits of, 17. 

health authorities' notices respecting, in Australia, 100. 
kept in captivity, 61, 72, 125, 156, 223. 
method of capture, 20, 21. 

,, striking and seizing prey, 17. 
muscular apparatus of head of, 11, 12, 13. 
of Africa, 67-81. 

Asia, Dutch Indies and Philippine Islands, 30-57. 
Australia, 81-100. 
Europe, 22-29. 
Malaysia, 81. 
New Guinea, 81-100. 
South Sea Islands, 81-100. 
Sunda Islands, 81. 
poison-apparatus of, 8. 
poison -fangs of, 8. 
poison-glands of, 10, 11, 12, 13. 
succumb to venom of other species, 173. 

teeth of, difference in arrangement and dimensions of various species, 9. 
treatment of bites from, in French Settlements in India, 359. 
unaffected by enormous doses of their own venom, 172. 
unknown in New Caledonia, 100. 

New Zealand, 100. 
victory of mongooses over, in combat, due mainly to natural agility, 225. 
f, 2. 
,, ,, extant in India, 2. 

Solenoglypha, 109. 

,, bite produces important local disorders, 163. 

„ marks produced on skin by bite of one of, 10. 

Sonoran coral-snake, 102. See also Elaps euryxanthus. 
South Sea Islands, poisonous snakes of, 81-100. 
Sparrows, effect of venom of Heterometrus maurus on, 279. 
SpJuerechinus granularis, poison from pcdiccllarite, 273. 
Spinal cord, comparative actions of venoms of ColubruLe and VipcridcB on, 185, 186. 
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Spiders. See Araneida. 

Spitting snake, 63. See also Sepedon hcemacJiates. 

Spleen, action of venom on, 183. 

Sponge-divers, malady of, 272. 

Squamipintus, 304. 

Stings (wasp- or bee-), treatment for, 286. 

Stomach, acute inflammation of gastric mucous membrane produced by ingestion of 

venoms of VipericUs, 180. 
Strongylocentrotus lividus, poison from pedicellariee of, 273. 
Strychnine, injection of, of no value as antidote against snake-venom, 261. 
Sunda Islands, poisonous snakes of, 81. 
Suporatitions, native methods of inoculation full of, 239-240. 
Suppuration following non-lethal snake-bites, 212. 
Surucucu or bushmaster, 112. See also Lachesis viutus. 
Sutherland, Surgeon-Captain, bite from Echis carinatus, 348. 
Sydney, laboratory for production of antivenomous serum at, 248, 262. 
Synanceia, 288, 289. 290. 

,, poison-apparatus of, 291. 

„ brachio, 291. 

Syncope, following inoculation of venom of Synanceia brachio, 292. 

TeleoSTKI, 290, 305, 307. 
Temperature, effect of, on venoms, 161. 
Tetrodon, 290, 305. 

,, rtibripes, 306. 
stellatus, 300. 
TeuthididcB, 301. 
Teuthis, 301. 

Texas rattle-snake, 124. See also Crotalus scutulalus. 
Thalassiu, poison from Anemone scultata, 270. 
Thalassophis, 133. 
Thalassophryne, 288, 303. 

,, maculosa, 303. 

reticulata, 302-303. 
Thuau on bites from European vipers, 342. 
Tidswcll, F., on venom of Ornithorhynchus, 324. 
Tiger-snake, 95. See also Notechis scutatus. 
Toad, common, 318. 

,, green, 318. 

,, musical, 318. 

,, and frog, distinctions between, 318. 

,, ,, Kalamander, much dreaded by ancients, 312. 

„ venom of, 318, 319. 

,, ,, active principles of, 319, 320. 

„ ,, closely analogous to that of salamander, 321. 

„ ,, preparation, 319. 

,, ., exaggerated by the ancients, 312, 

Trachi7ii<i<e, 297. 
Trachinus (wvever), 288, 2Hy, 297. 
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Trachinus (weever) poison-apparatus of, 297, 298, 299. 

„ araneua, 297. 

,, draco, 29^. 

„ radiatus, 297. 

„ vipera, 297. 
Traven, P. M., oq bite from Bitis arietans, 350. 
Trichloride of iodine modifies or destroys venoms, 164. 
Triglida, 290. 

Trigonoctphalus, bites from, 352, 355. 
Trimeresurus gratnitieus, 55. See also Lachesis gramitieus. 
„ riukianus, 53. See also Lachesis flavoviridis, 

Triodon, 305. 
Triton cristatus, 313. 

,, marmoreUus, 313, 314. 
Tropidechis, 94. 

„ carinatws, 94. 
Tropidonotus matrix (grass-snake), venogen of, 151. 
Trjrpanosomes, dissolution by cobra-venom, 207. 
Tnbriwallahs, snake-charmers of Bengal, 229. 
Tunis, snake-charmers of, 228. 
Toxpan, natives of, inoculation methods, 235-237. 

Ubodbla, salamanders belong to order of, 312. 
Urutu, 115. See also Lachesis neuteiedii. 

Vaccihatio^ against cobra-venom, 242. 
,, „ snake-venom, 241. 

Van Denburgh, J., observations on Ueloderma horridum, 323. 
Vatuas, method of inoculation of, 239. 
Venomous secretion, histology, 151. 
de Villiers, on common viper's bite, 357. 
Viper, common, of Europe. See Vipera berus. 
,, homed, bite from, 349. 

„ inoculation of professional catchers of, in France, 234. 
Vipera, 43. 

zoological characters of, 23, 24. 
ammodytes, 29, 69. 
aspis (asp, or red viper), 27, 28. 
bite from, euro, 339. 
,. poison-cells, 151. 
berus (common viper, or adder), 25, 26. 
,, devoured by hedgehogs, 222, 226. 
,, mortality from bite, 27. 
,, venom of, chemical constituency, 149, 160. 
,, „ immunity of hedgehog to, 226. 

,, ,, uncertain coagulant action on blood, 189, 190. 

latastii, 28. 69. 
lebetina, 44, 69. 

26 
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Vipera raddii, 44. 
„ renardi, 44. 

,, rttssellii {daboia, or Russell's viper), 45, 46. 
,, ,, muscular apparatus of head of, 11, 12. 

,, ,, poison-gland of, 11, 12. 

„ ,, protection against, adopted by natives, 46. 

,, ,, venom of, coagulant action on blood, diminished when heated, 191. 

,, ,, ,, extremely potent, 46. 

„ „ ,, dose lethal for rabbit, 175. 

,, „ ,, ingestion causing death, 180. 

,, superciliaris, 69. 
„ ursinii, 24, 25, 44. 
Viperida, 5, 43, 66- 

„ bites of, local gangrene resulting from, 177. 

,, characteristics of, 5. 

„ geographical distribution, 6. 

,, poison-fangs canaliculate, 5. 

,, species of, bite produces grave local disorders, 168. 

,, sub-families of, 6. See also Viperina, CrotalincB. 

,, venoms of, absorption by digestive tract sets up acute inflammation of gastric 

mucous membrane, 180. 
,, „ action on nervous centres weak, 185, 186. 

,, ,, comparison of coagulant action on blood of various species, 190. 

,, ,, easily destroyed by heat, 161. 

,, ,, hsemolysing power, weak, 199. 

,. ,, lethal effects on mammals, 171. 

,, „ neurotoxin present in those of some species, 249. 

„ ,, non-dialytic, 161. 

„ ,, produce coagulation of blood, 179, 188, 189. 

„ ,, ,, hsemorrhagic injections of peritoneum, 179, 180. 

,, ,, recovery after non-lethal doses, slow, 177. 

„ „ „ „ ,, followed by loss of sight, smell, or 

hearing, 178. 
,, ,, recovery after non-lethal doses complicated by visceral hsemorrhagos, 

177, 178. 
,, ,, resemblance in action of that of Japanese salamander to, 817. 

„ „ ,, „ ,, Ornithorhynchtta ix>, 2&i. 

y, ,, richness in hismorrhagin, 249. 

Viperin, chemistry of, 130. 

Yiperince, 43, 66, 101. See also A Uteris, Alractaspis, Bitis, Causus, Cerastes, Echis, 
Pseudocerastes, Vipera. 
,, characteristics of, 6. 
Viscera, hsemorrhages from, complicating recovery from bites of Viperidce, 177, 178. 
,, hypersemia of, caused by fatal bite of species of Colubridce, 171. 

Wall, chemical constituents of venom, 160. 

Waller, fatal instance of rapid poisoning from bite of Naja haje, 60. 

Walterinnesia, 64. 
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WalUrinnesia cegyptia, 65. 
Wasp, sting of, death from, 283. 
„ ,. remedies for, 286. 

Weevers, 297. See also Trachimts. 

stings of, 298, 299. 
Wehrmann, on diastasio actions of venoms, 212, 213. 
„ experiments on ingestion of venom, 314. 

Wertheimer, Austrian naturalist, fatally bitten by ooral snake, 108. 
Witch-doctors, remedies of, 237, 238, 239. 
Wolfendeo, Norris, chemical constituents of venom, 160. 
Wright, O. B., observations on Heloderma horridum, 823. 

Yellow feveb, treatment by antitoxin of venom, 184. 
Zbbvos, Dr. S., malady of sponge-divers, 272. 
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